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It gives “sticker shock” 


Your eyes still widen. Your mouth still drops. Your 
a whole new meaning. 


eyebrows still raise. But you're OK. This is a good 


thing. It’s just a normal reaction to your first glimpse 


of the redesigned Mercedes C-Class with its shock- 


*Starting MSRP of $30,450 for a 1998 C230 excludes $595 trans; 
ance or noncompliance fees, and finance charges. C2: 
CAUSE SERIOUS OR FATAL INJURY TO A 
CORRECTLY WEARING A SEA 
BABYSMART-CO! 


focumentary fees, registration, tags, dealer prep charges, insurance, optional equipment, certificate of compli 
ludes optional sunroof and metallic paint. Prices may vary by dealer, WARNING: THE FORCES OF A DEPLOYIN 
SEATING POSITION FOR YOUR CHILD IS IN THE REAR SEAT, BELTED INTO AN APPROPRIATE, PROPERLY | 
T. A CHILD UNDER 13 SHOULD NOT USE THE FRONT SEAT UNLESS THE CHILD IS BELTED INTO AI 
13 WHO IS TOO LARGE FOR A CHILD SEAT SHOULD NOT USE THE FRONT SEAT. SEE OWNER'S MANUA AND INFORMATION 
'S. BabySmart is a trademark of Siemens Automotive Company. ©1998 Mercedes-Benz of North Anjgsd mber of the Daimler-Benz Group. 


ingly comfortable price. One look at the sleek new 


lines, the richly appointed interior. Not to mention 


its SmartKey remote locking/security system. Or 


its front door-mounted side air bags, Brake Assist, 


and BabySmart” child seat recognition system. But 


don’t call EMS or 91l. For more information, just call 


1-800-FOR-MERCEDES. Or visit us at our Web site at 


www.MBUSA.com. The C-Class, starting at $30,450* 


Mercedes-Benz 


Taking A Set Of Wrenches 
With You Just Got Easier. 


Now you can replace a tool box full of wrenches with the three new 
VISE-GRIP® Locking Wrenches. These three portable and convenient 
wrenches are adjustable to cover wrench sizes from 
1/4” (7mm) to 1-1/8” (28mm), allowing them to do 
== the job of over 50 standard and metric wrenches. And as 
Ce if all that wasn’t enough, VISE-GRIP Locking Wrenches 


lock on three sides of a hex fastener, preventing slips, stripping and 


Three sizes of locking wrenches 
adjust to cover 50 standard 
and metric sizes. 


marring even with tremendous force applied. 


Jaws lock 
onto three 
sides — will 
not slip or mar. 


Look for the VISE-GRIP name 


wherever you buy quality tools. 


Wire Cutter 


VISE-GRIP 


Locking Wrench 
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[ today’s competitive world, you want everyone 
playing under peak conditions at all times. 
That means having quality, dependability and 


MANUPACTURER’S 


leading-edge technology that never takes a time- 
out. Toshiba has been named Manufacturer of 
the Year for Copiers and Fax by the Business 
Technology Association for 1995, 1996 and 1997. 


That’s reassuring when it’s time to decide who’s 


going to supply the push you need to stay in the 
game through the fourth quarter. Go with the 


GUARANTEE 


pros who run for you, yard after yard. Call 800- 


il oO = a | Re A GO-TOSHIBA for the authorized Toshiba Copier 


and Fax dealer nearest you or visit us at 
COPIERS ¢ FAX 


http://copier.toshiba.com. 


editor’s 


1960s and early 70s, listening to John Ward broadcast Ten- 

nessee games on Saturday afternoon, and attending one game 
a year when the Volunteers would play a “home” game in Mem- 
phis. I remember my family seeing Army, Mississippi State and 
Wake Forest all meet defeat at the Liberty Bowl Stadium. Our 
family even made a trip to the Astro-Bluebonnet Bow! in Hous- 
ton in 1972. 

Dad made sure we were well-prepared for the games; my 
brother and I had Tennessee jerseys with the numbers of Rich- 
mond Flowers and Dewey Warren. (I can’t say I remember too 
much about those two players.) And for the backyard games, 
my dad painted special helmets for us with the distinctive orange 
“T” on the side. 

As my generation introduces college football heritage to 
younger generations, much has changed on the college foot- 
ball landscape. 

My father was 35, my age now, in 1970. Since that time, 
the SWC and Big Eight have merged to form the Big 12 (even 
though they dont consider ita merger). The WAC has expanded, 
C-USA and the Big East have formed, the ACC has begun to 
play football in earnest and the SEC began a ritual known as 
the conference championship game. The Big 10 now has 11 
teams and the Pac-8 is the Pac-10. The Sugar Bowl is no longer 
the annual prize for SEC teams. Texas would consider the Cot- 
ton Bowl a minor bowl now and even the Big 10 and Pac-10 
champions would rather be enjoying a Fiesta Bowl instead of 
Pasadena. 

So the face of college football has changed appreciably since 
my father was enjoying the game with his kids. I believe we are 
about to witness even more major changes to the face of col- 
lege football and my kids will not recognize the configuration 
we will enjoy in 1998. 

The Big East may soon cease to exist. The Big Ten, ACC, Pac- 
10 and C-USA will jump at the chance to enlist 12 teams in order 
to qualify for a conference championship game. The SEC, recently 
joined by the Big 12, WAC and MAC, has enjoyed the finan- 
cial and publicity benefits of a title game in early December. 

Tony Barnhart of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution has inves- 
tigated the matter and developed a plan for college football 
realignment in The Future of College Football on page 30. Check 
out the conference your favorite team might play in during the 
next decade. 

Even considering all these changes, there are plenty of reasons 
to introduce my kids to college football and Saturday afternoons. 

Let's see, there are fight songs and mascots. Cheerleaders. 
Bands, bonfires and bowl games. The SEC vs. Big Ten and Big 
12 vs. Pac-10 regional rivalries. 

With the help of Sally Jenkins, we've listed 23 reasons why 
we prefer college football over the pro game. The list starts on 
page 20. Send us your own reasons for enjoying college foot- 
ball with your children. 

For more than 50 years, Notre Dame has been a marquee name 
in college football. From George Gipp, Knute Rockne, Ara 
Parseghian, Joe Montana, seven Heisman Trophies to a multi- 
million dollar deal with NBC. 

Now the sparkle on that gold helmet is dimming. Has Notre 
Dame shunned the rest of college football and remained inde- 


| introduced to college football by my parents in the late 


pendent too long? Have the conferences overpowered the sin- 
gle-school concept? Was the NBC deal the right thing for col- 
lege football? Explore these ideas and other issues as Chris 
Dufresne uncovers The Decline of Notre Dame on page 38. 

In 1996, we selected All-Time Teams for each school, hon- 
oring the most heralded players at each position for every school. 
Well, two years later we have narrowed the player pool down 
to one name of all-time that best represents the school’s foot- 
ball tradition. 


The spirit and tradition of college football will be enjoyed for 
generations to come. 


Yes, we have publicly announced our choices as Mr. Football 
at each school. For most schools, this was a difficult choice as 
you might imagine. How do you select a Mr. USC Football? 
Mr. Alabama? Mr. Michigan? Each team’ selection is within 
the team preview. Some of our selections may surprise you. Let 
us know if you disagree — or agree. 

Of course, as always, the predictions, the preseason all-stars, 
depth charts, schedules and rosters are all here. 

And, Dad, the day you and Mom dropped me off at my fresh- 
man dorm on the Vanderbilt campus in 1981, it became incon- 
ceivable for me to ever root for Tennessee again. And yes, now 
my five-year-old daughter is the owner of a black and gold cheer- 
leader dress and enthusiastically spells out Vanderbilt with her 
gold pom-poms. 

We would love to hear from you and how you are passing 
the traditions of college football down to your kids. Write us, 
fax us at (615) 327-1149, e-mail at athlon@nashville.net. 


Enjoy the season for all of your favorite reasons. 
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You know the story...you love the 
movie in the theater but when you watch 
it at home, it’s missing 
something— 
something like a crisp, 

Clear picture and 
sound so powerful 
you fee! that you are 
part of the movie. 


Today, it’s possible to get the same 

sensory theater experience right in your own home. 

All it takes is the right equipment—wired with the new 
Carol’ Brand Command" Series Studio Grade Speaker 
Cable and Coaxial Cable from General Cable. 


For over 70 years, General Cable has 

pioneered the production of advanced, 

high-tech wire and cable for a wide variety 

| of industries. Now you can benefit directly 

from the expertise and engineering 
excellence that General Cable brings to home theater 
equipment—realize full potential performance and 
experience home theater the way it was meant to be. 
Wire with the Command Series and enjoy a command 
performance every time. 


General Cable Corporation 

4 Tesseneer Drive 

Highland Heights, KY 41076 
1-800-852-3624 

website: www.generalcable.com 
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The Command Series...the difference is technology 


GounG Hits Wowat.a speed of 760 mph. 
SION MNS You at a speed of 671,000,000 mph. 


S Toshiba OND makes it actualy fe! ike i 


Your pulse races. Your gut quivers. That little vein in your 
forehead is throbbing. Senses—meet Toshiba DVD. 


PLEASE, NO TALKING DURING THE SHOW 


At Toshiba, we have the technology that fits up to 133 
minutes of heart-pounding video and audio, 
normally reserved for the finest cineplexes, 
for use at home on a disc the size of a CD. 
Picture quality that’s three times better than 
VHS and audio recorded in full Dolby” Digital 

Surround Sound on six discrete channels. 
And, our models can even play your favorite 
™s compact discs. 


NO WAITING, NO FADING, | 


deteriorating 
have to build an 


In Touch with Tomorrow 


TOSHIBA 


America Consumer Products, Inc., 82 Totowa Road, Wayne, Nj 07470 


http://www.dvd.toshiba.com 
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Extra Points 


The new Super Alliance, Tom 
Osborne goes back to school, 
coaching changes, Michigan State 
math, playing in Peyton Manning's 
shadow and more. 


by Chris Dufresne 
23 Reasons 


game. Here are our top 23 reasons. 


The Future of College Football 


Syracuse in the Big Ten? Colorado in the Pac-10? Miami and Florida State as con- 
ference rivals? Check out our theory of how college football’s landscape may be 


changing. 


The Decline of Notre Dame 


With an expanded stadium and an extended television deal, Notre Dame finds 
itself at a crossroads, playing in one $750,000 bowl in two years and steadily los- 
ing clout within the NCAA. 


by Tony Barnhart 


by Chris Dufresne 


Triple Threat 


Boasting three All-America-type runners, the 
backfield at LSU is the best in America. 
by Peter Finney 


Tailgating America 
Renowned chef and tailgater Joe Cahn takes us on 
a tour of college football tailgating. 
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There must be 100 reasons why the college game is better then the pro 


by Sally Jenkins 


Athlon Sports Top 25 


“We're Number 1!” claim the Seminoles, the 


Wildcats, the Buckeyes and even the Mountaineers. 
Who will it be? 


Preseason 


All-America Team 
Photo Gallery 


Division I-AA Preview 


Recruiting & Bluechips 


Top freshmen and high school seniors 
as ranked by the Southeastern Recruiting Alliance. 


Sidelines 


Complete Division I-A and I-AA Schedules 
1997 Assistant Coach of the Year Team 
1997 NCAA Statistics Previews 


Trivia Quiz page 65 
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Put some sizzle in your 

pregame huddle with Hillshire 

Farm Smoked Sausages. Taste 

: our Many mouthwatering varieties — 
al ; pre-cooked, convenient and easy to use. 


Gi al 


“AMERICA’S FAVORITE SMOKED SAUSAGE 


By Chris Dufresne 
Los Angeles Times 


THE SUPER ALLIANCE IS HERE! 


Isn't it great? Let's party like it’s 1998. At last, you say, col- 
lege football’s troubles are over. 

Face it: there could not have been a bigger mess than last 
year, when No. 1 Michigan somehow dost a piece of the national 
title by beating No. 8 Washington State in the Rose Bowl. At last, 
the Big Ten and Pac-10 conferences have joined the College 
Bowl Alliance in order to form a more perfect union, establish 
justice, ensure domestic tranquility and provide for the common 
defense (We speak specifically here of the WAC). Finally, peace 
in our times, right? 

Not so fast. 

‘Two years ago, the Western Athletic Conference stormed 
Capitol Hill in protest of being denied full access to the 
Alliance. This year, the WAC and Conference USA march 
in lock step with the powers that be, having been granted 
an automatic Alliance bowl bid should a team from either 
conference finish with a No. 6 ranking or higher (The 
BYU Appeasement Act). 

Two years ago, No. 1 Florida State and No. 2 Arizona 
State couldn't play in the Sugar Bowl for the national title 
because the Pac-10 wasn't a part of the Alliance. Last year, 
No. 1 Michigan and No. 2 Nebraska couldn't play in the 
Orange Bowl because the Big Ten was contractually 
bound to the Rose. This led to bedlam and a split title, 
as voting coaches turned teary-eyed in awarding outgoing 
Nebraska coach Tom Osborne a sentimental share of the national 
championship. 

But now, the political pawns appear to be in place, brought to you 
in living color by ABC, college football's officially licensed Alliance 
advocate. As now stipulated, if a team from the Pac-10 or Big Ten 
is No. 1 or No. 2, it can pass Go and proceed directly to the Fiesta 
Bowl, which hosts this year’s title game. Nothing can go wrong now, 
except. .. 

What if three teams finish undefeated? What if Florida State is 
unbeaten and No. 1 but six other schools have one loss each? What 
if the Associated Press poll has one team ranked No. 2 and the coaches’ 
poll has another? What if there are eight teams, all with one loss? 
Who plays then? 


On second thought, can we see those plans for a playoff again? 
WIN ONE FOR THE “BLEEPER” 


First-year USC coach Paul Hackett need not worry should he ever 
get stuck for a halftime speech. At USC, you see, prickly athletic 
director Mike Garrett is always eager to step in at the snap of his 
reportedly hair-trigger temper. 

In the wake of John Robinson’ firing last December, it was revealed 


points 


that Garrett more than once dressed down “his” Trojans in the dress- 
ing room. During halftime of last year’s USC-UCLA game at the 
Coliseum, while Robinson huddled with his staff in another room, 
Garrett reportedly stalked the horseshoe-shaped locker room and 
tried out his X-rated Knute Rockne routine. Running back Delon 
Washington said Garrett told him, “You're (expletive) killing us.” 
Washington told Garrett to “get the (expletive) away from me.” 

Players said Garrett then tore into punter Jim Wren, screaming, 
“You (expletive) piece of (expletive), all you have to do here is kick. 
Pull your head out of your (expletive).” 

How did Garrett's, uh, pep talk go over? 

The game was tied 21-all at the half. Post-Garrett, USC stormed 
out of the locker room and lost, 31—24. 

Garrett denied that he ever degraded any player. Now, degrading 
the head coach is a Trojan horse of a different color. Less than a month 
after the UCLA loss, Garrett fired Robinson, one of the school’s most 
successful coaches, by leaving word on his answering machine (accord- 
ing to Robinson). Of course, Garrett’s bench-side manner still leaves 
him as only the second-most despised former Heisman Trophy- 


winning tailback from USC. 
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[Q] Can Penn State's Joe Paterno win another national title? 

[A] Sure. Paterno needs only to go undefeated and announce his 
retirement right before next year’s bowl game. The voting coaches, 
who gushed like Tammy Faye Bakker last year over Osborne, would 
be a cinch to vote Paterno a sentimental share, 


PAGING LEWIS AND CLARK 


For teams preparing for a trip to Penn State, one of the first ques- 
tions is always: How do we get there? Train, plane, bus, covered wagon? 

State College, located in remote central Pennsylvania, is not your 
typical airport-rental car-hotel-stadium jaunt. Opponents claim it’s by 
design. State College's airport cannot handle large commercial aircraft, 
and coach Joe Paterno apparently lobbies hard to keep it that way. 

In 1976, Ohio State coach Woody Hayes decided to split up his 
squad and fly two small craft into Happy Valley. The first carried 
Hayes, his coaching staff and Buckeye starters. The Ohio State extras 
boarded a second plane. Flying in bad weather, the co-pilot asked 
Hayes ifhe would prefer to land in Philadelphia and take a bus. Told 
the trip would take four hours, Hayes replied: “Send in the second 
plane. If they make it, then we'll land.” 

Steve Snapp, Ohio State sports information director, swears the 
story is true. He was on the second plane. “I had gotten back from 
my stay in Vietnam not long before that,” Snapp says. “I was used 
to that kind of duty.” 


DOLLARS AND SENSE 


This New Math they're teaching in East Lansing has us confused. 
Michigan State turned down the chance to play in the home state 
Motor City Bowl last year to accept a bid to the Aloha Bowl. The 
trip cost the school $1.06 million. The Aloha Bowl paid out $750,000. 
Now let's cipher this up. Hey, Michigan State lost $310,000. 

With prospective recruits watching, Washington also kicked the 
pineapple out of Michigan State, 51-23. 

None of this prevented Roger Wilkinson, the school’s vice presi- 
dent, from proclaiming the 
trip “a good investment.” 
No truth to the rumor 
Wilkinson still drives an 
Edsel and sold his stock 
in Microsoft in 


1987. 


TEACHER TOM 

Professor: “And then, class, the coaches voted us No. 1 in the final 

poll after we whipped Tennessee in the Orange Bowl.” 
(Sounds of books closing) 

Student: “Are we going to have to know this for the mid-term?” 
Geez. And Tom Osborne thought Christian Peter was a handful. 
Osborne, who retired as Nebraska coach last January after suc- 

cessfully campaigning for a share of the national title, will teach two 

classes this fall at the Lincoln campus: “Coaching of Football,” and 

“Sport in the American University.” Before you cynically suggest this 

is just another easy “A” for Cornhusker football players, keep in mind 

that the 61-year-old Dr. Tom owns a Ph.D. in 

educational 

psychology. 
Still, given 

Osborne’ recent 

trouble with stu- 

dent-athletes, 
youd think hed 
be more apt to 
teach a class in 
criminal justice. 


[Q} My favorite bowl is the Insight.com. Is that anti-capitalist Rose 


Bowl ever going to cave into corporate sponsorship? 

[A] Yes. The “Granddaddy” of bowls and the last without a sponsor 
officially caves next season — the specific sponsor had not been deter- 
mined at press time. Of course, the Rose Bowl claims it’s on the high 
road by refusing to take a title sponsor. Instead, the bow! will have a 
presenting sponsor, leading to a scenario like “The Rose Bowl, pre- 
sented by Rolex.” The Rose Bowl folks swear there’s a distinction. 


SIGN OF THE 
TIMES 


This is the kind of yarn that 
must kill college recruiters 
who bust their behinds trying 
to secure talent. 

Luke Huard, one of the 
nation’s top quarterback 
prospects, is headed to North 
Carolina. Why? Well, it’s a 
good school, fine program, etc. 

But last October, while driving to the mall in his hometown 
of Puyallup, Wash., Huard looked up at a stoplight and noticed 
the car in front of him had North Carolina license plates. What 
were the chances of seeing that on a street corner in the Pacific 
Northwest? 

Huard, a religious man, took this as a sign from God. Huard already 
had decided not to follow brothers Damon and Brock to the Uni- 
versity of Washington. But here’s what God didn’t tell Huard at that 
intersection: North Carolina coach Mack Brown, who had recruited 
Luke hard, also saw a sign. It told him to bolt Chapel Hill to take 
the Texas job. 

In March, Virginia high school phenom Ronald Curry had a vision. 
It told him to spurn his verbal commitment to Virginia and sign a 
letter of intent to North Carolina, where he could play football and 
basketball. Curry is the top quarterback prospect in the country. 

Give Huard credit for making good on his commitment to attend 
North Carolina anyway. But don't be shocked if, in a couple of years, 
Huard pulls up to another stoplight and sees a license plate that says 
“Transfer.” 
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COACHING 
OUTS AND INS 


Texas 

OUT: John Mackovic. Was reassigned as 
an administrative aide at $600,000 per 
year, much better than the deal Vernon 
Jordan lined up for Monica Lewinsky at 
Revlon. 

IN: Mack Brown. Did everything a Tar 
Heel could do except beat Florida State. 
North Carolina honchos were so miffed 
Brown jumped ship they wouldn't allow 
him to coach his team in the Gator Bowl. 


USC 

OUT: John Robinson. “Hi, this is JR. 'm 
not in, but please leave a message at the 
beep.” Beeeeeep. “Hi, John, this is Mike 
Garrett. Youre fired.” 

IN: Paul Hackett. A flop at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh, Hackett jumps into the 
morass that is now USC football. Can 
Hackett hack it, or was he born to be an 
NFL assistant? 


Nebraska 

OUT: Tom Osborne. Lincoln legend steps 
down, citing health concerns. 

IN: Frank Solich, longtime Nebraska assis- 
tant. How will Solich fare? Hey, the guy's 
already inked a better deal than Osborne. 
Solich will earn $200,000 in base salary, 
compared to Dr. Tom's 50 grand. 
Temple 
OUT: Beats me. 

IN: What difference does it make? 


New Mexico 

OUT: Dennis Franchione. After building 
a winner, does Franchione use leverage to 
land a position at a glitzy, big-time pro- 
gram? Well, no. Franchione took the job 
at TCU. 

IN: Rocky Long. Former defensive coor- 
dinator at UCLA but an ex-Lobo quar- 
terback at heart. 


Arkansas 

OUT: Danny Ford. 

IN: Houston Nutt. Hey, sometimes you 
feel like a Nutt, sometimes you dont. 
Louisville 

OUT: Ron Cooper. You can’t describe his 
last season with any term other than melt- 
down. 

IN: John L. Smith. Arrives from Utah 
State with a reputation for wide-open 
offense. Believed to be the only Division 
I coach who uses a middle initial. 
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HAIL TO THE 
VICTORS ... 
AGAIN? 


It wasn’t enough that 
Michigan claimed its 
first national title in 50 
years. The Wolverines 
also scored the top 
1998 recruiting 
class, led by run- 
ning back Justin 
Fargas. Fargas, 
from Notre Dame 
High in Sherman 
Oaks, Calif., rushed 
for 2,828 yards and 

35 touchdowns last year. 
Quite a coup for Michigan, con- 

sidering Fargas’ ties to Hollywood. Antonio 
Fargas, Justin’s dad, played the role of Huggy 
Bear on the 1970s television show “Starsky 
and Hutch.” 


1998 RECRUITING 
WINNERS 


1. Michigan Coach Lloyd Carr signed six 
Parade high school All-Americans. Among 
the stars joining Fargas are quarterback Drew 
Henson of Brighton, Mich., and wide receiver 
Marquise Walker of Syracuse, N.Y. 

2. UCLA The Bruins seized on a terrific 
season and USC's crosstown problems to 
score one of the best classes in their history. 
Amazing, when you consider the year before, 
when UCLA did not have a single player 
taken in the NFL draft. UCLA mourned the 
recruiting loss of Fargas for a minute or two 
before signing tailback DeShaun Foster, a 
200-pounder from Santa Ana, Calif., who 
some project may turn out to be better than 
Fargas. 

3. Notre Dame Well, lookie here, the 
Fightin’ Irish back in the fight. After leaving 
the recruiting barn door wide open in the last 
years of Lou Holtz, second-year coach Bob 
Davie has turned up the heat and landed the 
kind of class that could put Notre Dame back 
in the national title picture. Top prize is 
another Southern California running back, 
Mike McNair, a punishing runner destined 
for fullback in South Bend. 

Best recruiting comeback award? 

Georgia. Jim Donnan’s Bulldogs parlayed 
a great season that included a win over Florida 
into a top-five class. Herschel Walker was so 
stoked after signing day he did an extra 1,000 
pushups. 


[Q] Should Temple drop its football pro- 
gram? 


[A] We thought it had. 


LILLIES OF THE FIELD 


We love what Bill Snyder has done with 
Kansas State. Really. Exhuming and then res- 
urrecting the losingest college football pro- 
gram in history has been nothing less than a 
coaching miracle. 

The Wildcats deserve a Top 5 preseason 
rating. With the return of quarterback 
Michael Bishop and the addition of Frank 
Murphy, a junior college tailback sensation, 
Kansas State has a legitimate shot at toppling 
Tom Osborne-less Nebraska for the first time 
since 1968. Kansas State hosts Nebraska, in 
Manhattan, on Nov. 14. 

The problem? 

The schedule. 


It’s one thing to play non-conference cup- 
cakes when youre trying to pick a program 
off the canvas and quite another to keep on 
doing it once you've become an established 
power. Last year, Kansas State ran a non-con- 
ference “gauntlet” of Northern Illinois, Ohio 
and Bowling Green before digging into the 
Big 12 schedule — no great shakes there, 
either. 

With a possible national title at stake this 
year, Kansas State plays Indiana State, North- 
ern Illinois and Northeast Louisiana. Do 
what you must, Cats, but don't come crying 
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when your team is 11-0 and ranked fifth in 
both polls and shut out of the national title 
picture. The Alliance, remember, played the 
weak schedule card against Brigham Young 
two years ago when the Cougars went 13-1 
but were denied an $8 million Alliance pay- 
check. BYU instead went to the Cotton Bowl 
and defeated — you guessed it — Kansas 
State. Frankly, Snyder's Manhattan Project is 
on the verge of a credibility crisis. 

Let's see, Florida State meets Florida, Miami 
and USC in non-conference play while Kansas 
State combs the Mid-American Conference. 
Which team would you rank higher in the 
polls? 


[Q] Is it true Alabama’ part-time home, Legion 
Field, needed $2.3 million in emergency repairs 
before it could be safely used this season? 

[A] True. Bur that was a bargain compared to 
the Alabama offense, which needed $4 million 
in emergency repairs before it could be safely used. 


DON’T BE CRUEL 


Imagine following Elvis Presley in the record- 
ing studio: 

“Great, King, that cut of Heartbreak Hotel 
oughta do it. Go grab a peanut butter and 
fried banana sandwich. Next!” 

Well, next at Tennessee is Tee 
Martin, who replaces Peyton Man- 
ning at quarterback in Knoxville. For- 
get that Manning did not win the Heis- 
man Trophy — OK, folks in the South 
will never forget that. The Heisman 
aside, Manning exits as one of the all- 
time college greats. 

We'll tip-toe into blasphemous territory 
here and suggest that Martin will fit the Vols 
toa Tee, if only because he brings a dif 
ferent game to the huddle. 

Martin is 6-3, 220, bench presses 
385 pounds and runs the 40 in 4.48 
seconds. He proved in the ashes of 
Tennessee's Orange Bowl loss to 
Nebraska that he’s for real, leading the 
Vols on a late touchdown drive. Mar- 
tin isn't a pure option quarterback — 
he ran the run-and-shoot at Mobile's 
Williamson High School — but dont 
be surprised if he emerges as a better 
pass/run package than Scott Frost. 

Martin certainly does not lack con- 
fidence. “I want to lead the SEC in 
everything,” he boasted to the Knoxville 
News-Sentinel. “That's the pressure I want to 
put on myself and the offense. I think it’s 
realistic.” 

Martin can become the new King of 
Tennessee should he be able to do what 
Manning could not: Beat Florida. 
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[Q] Who was the last USC quarterback to 
defeat UCLA and what was he doing during 
the Trojans loss to the Bruins last November? 
[A] Todd Marinovich — and time. Mari- 
novich was serving jail time on a marijuana 
charge. Bummer. 


NOTHING TO SNEEZE AT 
Looking to impress girls with your college foot- 
ball insight? You'll need a long-shot Heisman 
Trophy choice to move things along. Last year 
the pick was Randy Moss, the renegade Mar- 
shall receiver turned phenom who keyed the 
Thundering Herd’s successful maiden voyage 
in Division I. 

Despite a financially-challenged Heisman 
campaign, Moss earned an invite to the Down- 
town Athletic Club and finished fourth behind 
Charles Woodson, Peyton Manning and Ryan 
Leaf. So, while folks are tossing out this year’s 
preseason favorites — quarterbacks Cade 
McNown (UCLA) and Tim Couch (Ken- 
tucky); running backs Ricky Williams (Texas) 
and Ron Dayne (Wisconsin) — 
consider this name: Daunte Culpepper. 

That’s right. Despite a cellular phone scan- 
dal that rocked Central Florida and forced the 

resignation of coach Gene McDowell, 
Culpepper is returning for his 
senior season. 


“The University of 


MORE COACHING 
OUTS AND INS 


Boise State 

OUT: Houston Nutt. 

IN: Dirk Koetter . . . (insert Final Jeop- 
ardy theme music here) . .. Give up? OK. 
Who is Oregons former offensive coor- 
dinator. 


Kent 

OUT: Jim Corrigall. 

IN: Dean Pees. Opposing MAC crowds 
ought to have a ball with that name. 


North Carolina 

OUT: Mack Brown. 

IN: Carl Torbush. Unlike Brown, has 
promised to complete season before 
accepting offer to another school. 


TCU 

OUT: Pat Sullivan. Living proof a Heis- 
man Trophy is not a ticket to coaching 
success, 

IN: Franchione. 


Utah State 

OUT: John L. Smith 

IN: Dave Arslanian. Best Armenian coach 
this side of Tark the Shark. 


Central Florida 

OUT: Gene McDowell. Was looking at 
jail time after pleading guilty to his role 
in a cellular phone scam. 

IN: Mike Kruczek. Last year's offensive 
coordinator Kruczek was, ahem, just a 
phone call away. 
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When the grass 


is greener 


on the other side 
of the fence, 
it may be that they 
take better care 


of it there. 


~ Cecil Selig 
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Central Florida needed me more than the 
NFL,” the quarterback said. Now here's a 
Heisman candidate we can rally around. 

The skinny on Culpepper: He's 6-5, 240, 
has a 36-inch vertical leap and can throw a 
football 80 yards. Last year he ranked fourth 
nationally in total offense, placed 15th in pass 
efficiency and set 15 school records. 

It was Culpepper’s Golden Knights who 
stormed Lincoln and held a 17-14 halftime 
lead on Nebraska before losing, 38-24. For 
Culpepper to have a Heisman chance, his 
team will have to improve on last year’s 5—6 
record, Desperate for cash as a fledgling Divi- 
sion I-A independent, Central Florida played 
the mercenary role in big payday defeats to 
Mississippi, South Carolina, Nebraska, Mis- 
sissippi State and Auburn. This year the 
Golden Knights have eased off the schedule 
a bit, though tough games loom with Pur- 
due, Auburn and New Mexico. 


[Q] Did Colorado really finish 0-11 last sea- 
son? 

[A] You bet. The Buffaloes ended up 5-6 
on the field, but had to forfeit their five 
victories for using an ineligible player. And 
‘no, that player wasn’t coach Rick 
Neuheisel, though you don’t know how 
many times he wanted to sub himself in 
for John Hessler. 
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BLUE-LIGHT SPECIAL 
The best player in college football not on ath- 


letic scholarship? 

Easy. Texas tailback Ricky Williams. 

Say what? 

Williams is not just one of the top 
tailbacks in the nation, a Heisman Tro- 
phy candidate and the second coming 
of Earl Campbell (hence his “Little 
Earl” nickname). He's also a bargain. 

As part of his signing bonus with the 
Philadelphia Phillies in 1995, Williams 
received $64,000 for college expenses. 
This luxury, of course, frees up money to 
pay off former coach John Mackovic. 


THE MOUTH 


David Boston set an Ohio State single- 
season record for receptions last year with 70, 
breaking Cris Carter's old mark of 69. Boston 
also set an unofficial school record for stick- 
ing his foot in his mouth (Note: foot-stuff- 
ing records were not kept in the Woody 
Hayes era). Before the Buckeyes’ biggest game 
last year, a Nov. 22 showdown against No.1 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Boston called out 
Wolverines’ cornerback Charles Woodson in 
the press. 

“Woodson comes on ESPN and USA 
Tobay and says he’s the best college football 
player ever, and just dah-tah-dah-tah-dah, 


whatever,” Boston said. “I’m ready to watch 
film and see what's up. He ain’t no Shawn 
Springs. I think I’ve gone against corners bet- 
ter than him.” 

Scoreboard: Michigan 20, Ohio State 14. 

Boston did beat Woodson on a 56-yard scor- 
ing pass but had only two other catches total- 
ing 12 yards. Woodson finished with three 
tackles, an interception, a 37-yard reception 
and a 78-yard punt return for a touchdown. 

Michigan earned a Rose Bowl berth with 
the victory while Woodson all but clinched 
the Heisman with his nationally televised 
performance. Woodson was the No. 4 pick 
in the NFL draft, but junior Boston returns 
for another season of sterling catches and 
fearless predictions. Given Michigan's 8-1-1 
record against Ohio State the last 10 years, 
expect coach John Cooper to muzzle Boston 
before the Nov. 21 Michigan-Ohio State 
game in Columbus. 

Here’s the kicker on Boston: He's from 
Humble, Texas. 


[Q] Do you have a really obscure fact about 
star UCLA quarterback Cade McNown? 
[A] Yes. He’s the school’s first left-handed 
quarterback since Ernie Case in 1945. 


STANFORD BANNED 


Kiss their brass goodbye. When Stanford 
plays at Notre Dame on Oct. 3, it will do so 
without the irreverent Leland Stanford 
Junior University Marching Band, 
which has been barred from Stanford- 
Notre Dame games in 1998, 99 and 
2000. This, the result of last year’s 
halftime “tribute” to Notre Dame in 
Palo Alto, which included a parody 

of the Irish potato famine. 
Stanford's band has a history with 
Notre Dame. In a 1991 game at Stan- 
ford Stadium, the band’s drum major wore 

a nuns habit. 
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[ here’s no argument here. It’s a hands-down, 
non-issue: Even the weakest armchair wonk 
and most casual fan has to admit that college 
football is better than pro. College football is 

the original; pro football is the knockoff. This is a matter of 

fact, not a subject for dispute. You want to see a spirited, 
meaningful contest between two teams with genuine histo- 
ries, actual loyalties and real emotions? Go to a college cam- 
pus. You want to see contrived conflict? Go to a pro 
stadium. 

Any discussion of the merits of college versus pro starts 
and ends with this simple fact: The one invented the other. 
Colleges have the weight of tradition and history on their 
side — despite the efforts of those cash-grabbing administra- 
tors who would destroy the game’s past. Realignment, the 
dismantling of whole conferences and spiraling TV rights 
and bowl payouts notwithstanding, the essential integrity of 
the college game remains intact. Sure, the NCAA must mar- 
ket its games to corporations to sustain itself, and perhaps 
it's naive to think that today’s players are content to play 
solely for revolutionary war cannons and little old oaken 
brown jugs. 

But in the age of greed and uncertainty, the college game 
still wins, because it can be counted on. The collegiate fan 
can be sure of this much: The Michigan Wolverines are still 
the Michigan Wolverines. They won't be changing their 
name to the Ravens and moving to Baltimore for the sake of 
more sky box revenue. 
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From the moment the gentlemen 
at Princeton and Rutgers shed their 
topcoats in an open field in New 
Brunswick in 1869 over the simple 
matter of school pride, the authen- 
ticity of collegiate football has 
remained trustworthy. 

By comparison, pro football is a 
scam; it didn’t even exist until the 
1920s when a bunch of lifers in 
factory towns figured out a way to 
play for a living instead of clocking 
in at the local steel mill. 

In fact, college football has been 
around in one form or another for 
much longer than people realize. 

Consider: 

e In ancient Greece, a popular 
sport involved kicking or throwing 
an object across a goal line. The 
games were followed by sacrificial 
banqueting. Small animals were 
hacked and hewn and roasted over 
open fires — a direct precursor to 
the modern tailgater. 

¢ The concept of the game ball was 
invented by the Celts and the Danes, who 
warred over England between 1016 and 
1042. According to the Official Book of the 
National Football Foundation, the very first 
game ball may have been the head ofa Dan- 
ish pirate. When the Danes tried to invade 
the British Isles, local Celtic tribes rose up to 
drive them back to sea. Afterwards, the 
Celtic farmers celebrated by booting the 
skulls of the Danes around open pastures. 

Soon, the sport swept England. It 
became commonplace for one town to play 
another — and thus were the first regional 
rivalries born. With no roster limitations, 
entire village populations were pitted 
against each other. They would meet at a 
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neutral geographical spot, and a pig's blad- 
der would be tossed into the road. A melee 
would ensue. The game would rage 
through the townships until crops, fences, 
livestock and cottages were flattened. Sort 
of like the Texas State Fair the weekend of 
the Oklahoma-Texas game. 

True to its antecedents, the college game 
remains a game for passionate fans and 
purists. It is meant for the weepy, senti- 
mental alumnus, the rowdy student and 
the fiercely loyal jaycee. It is not meant for 
the disenchanted hooligans, rotisserie 
addicts and compulsive gamblers who fol- 
low the NFL. 

In the college game, the slow, small kids 
like Brian Griese can be stars alongside the 


It’s always eventful when Ralphie leads the Buffaloes onto the field in Boulder. 


Heisman winners — and you just might 
have to live with a split poll. 

In the age of trash sports and made-for- 
TV spectaculars, an era in which the NBA 
slam-dunk contest is passed off as a tradi- 
tion, college football remains the genuine 
article. When a college player looks into 
the camera and says “Hi Mom,” we still 
believe him, and we understand that he is 
playing for his university, not for the local 
car dealership. 

The true, discerning college football fan 
hates corporate logos. Especially when they 
are attached to bowl games, stadiums and 
uniforms. A purist does not acknowledge 
FedEx or Mobil in the name of a bowl 
game. There are only the Orange, the 
Sugar, the Cotton and the Rose. The Super 
Bowl? It is merely a modern-day interloper. 

There are countless reasons why college 
is better than pro. So why did we pick 23? 
Because we had to stop somewhere. 

We could go on forever. 


Saturday Afternoon is better than 

Monday Night. Who would argue 
that Saturday is the best day of the week? 
First of all, it's a day devoted entirely to 
play. It’s not a school night, or the begin- 
ning of the work week, unlike the dreaded 
Monday. Let's face it. Things are due on 
Monday. Compared to an autumn Satur- 
day, Monday Night Football is a con- 
trivance, a commercial invention 
mandated by the television-advertising- 
gambling axis powers, which, as everyone 
knows, is the sporting equivalent of the 
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military-industrial complex. 

Peyton Manning said ir all on the subject 
of Mondays when he returned to Tennessee 
for the 97 season. Can you imagine an 
NFL player remaining in, say, Cincinnati, 
for an extra season out of loyalty, and 
because he enjoyed playing? A friend asked 
Manning, “Do you want to be a Saturday 
guy, or a Monday night guy?” Manning's 
reply: “I’m a Saturday guy.” 


9) i mascots. Real buffaloes. Legiti- 
mate longhorn steers. That galloping 
Trojan horse. LSU’s caged Bengal Tiger. 
The Auburn War Eagle. As opposed to 
what? The stuffed animal collection and 
Halloween costumes that make up NFL 
mascots? Watching undergraduates try to 
manage the animals on the sidelines is an 
endless source of entertainment. It’s even 
more fun when frat boys steal them. 
Once, a group of New York University 
students stole the Fordham Ram, 
only to give it back a day later. “We 
just couldn't stand the smell,” one 


said. 
4 The Oklahoma Sooners will 
never move to Nashville and 
become the Oilers. There is no such 
thing as relocation in the college 
game. Thank goodness for the ivy- 
covered walls and faux gothic uni- 
versity architecture that anchors 
even the most soulless college team 
to its community, Even with wan- 
ing fan support for Oklahoma, the Sooners 
will be in Norman forever. 


Service academies. It can be con- 
vincingly argued that what is left of 
honor, tradition and true amateurism in 
the collegiate game has been preserved 
largely by those poor little skin-headed 


Air Force defeated Army (shown) and Navy to 
capture the Commander-in-Chief Trophy. 
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boys at Army, Navy and fe 
Air Force. Who can resist 
the | Commander-in- 
Chief trophy, the Army 
mule, the Navy billy goat 
and On Brave Old Army @& 
Team dueling with 
Anchors Aweigh? 

On one occasion, an 
Admiral literally ripped 
the shoulder boards from 
his uniform and gave 
them to Navy star 
Napoleon McCallum to 


thank him for beating The relentless War Chant at Florida State drives 
opponents and their fans insane. 


Army. 


5 sein traditions. In the hands 
of college fans, the ancient rite of 
roasting small animals over open fires has 


been raised to an art form. Just wander the 
parking lot at Notre Dame and observe the 


The college game remains 


a game for passionate 
fans and purists. 


It is meant for the weepy, 


sentimental alumnus, the 
rowdy student and the 
fiercely loyal jaycee. 


sculptures made out of potato salad. Or 
watch a Texas A&M matron barbecue a 
brisket in the shape ofan Aggie boot. There 
is the World’s Largest Outdoor Cocktail 
Party in Jacksonville for the annual Florida- 
Georgia game. And, of course, those regales 
prior to Ivy League contests are absolutely 


fabulous, darling. 
or 6 A college has yet to 
=) rename its stadium 
, } ; 3Com Park. Can you imag- 
j ine the Wolverines waking 
up one day and accepting a 
deal to rename Michigan 
Stadium after a software 
company? It could happen. 
After all, there is Papa John’s 
Cardinal Stadium in 
Louisville. But so far the 
grand old institutions have 
held the line — and we hope 
they will continue to. 


ATHLON SPORTS 


7 songs. The Victory March. Hail 
to the Victors. The Ramblin’ Wreck. 
Fight On. The Eyes of Texas. Even Rocky Top. 
Name a pro fight song. You can't. Every 
once in awhile some yahoo with an electric 
organ and a tape recorder tries to 
write a song about a pro team, and 
the local disk jockey airs it. But it’s 

hardly the same. 

It may not qualify asa fight song, 
but the War Chant at Florida State 
is college football spirit at its finest. 
From minutes before the coin toss 
until the final horn, the chant is 


constant and deafening. 
8 Accessible games and 
Family traditions. Fami- 
lies can afford to attend college 
games more easily than pro games. Plus 
there are, oh, about 150 more options to 
choose from, so chances are a game is 
being played near you: Slippery Rock, 
Boise, Orono, Storrs, Flagstaff, Tuscaloosa, 
Valparaiso, Stillwater, even Las Cruces. 
The history and tradition of a school can 
be passed on from parent to child while 
enjoying the game on an autumn Saturday 


afternoon. 
9 Nicknames make sense. A testa- 
ment to this is that college fans 
know the history of their nicknames. Ask a 
Boilermaker fan what a Boilermaker is, and 
he can tell you. The Buckeyes play in the 
Buckeye State. Cornhuskers are in 
Nebraska. Longhorns in Texas. 

Why do we call Tennessee's pro team the 
Oilers? Try asking a St. Louis fan why the 
Rams are the Rams, and what are they 
doing in St. Louis, anyway? Don't get us 
started on the Washington Redskins. 
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Marching bands steal the show at 
halftime. 


Better marching bands. It 

depends on your taste. Do you 
like goofy and irreverent? Let the Stanford 
Band, led by the guy in the pink tutu, 
reduce you to helpless sniggering. If you 
prefer old-fashioned John Phillip 
Sousa and marching pyrotechnics, 
watch them dot the i at Ohio State. 
For pure drums and brass, USC is 
peerless. 


Real cheerleaders go to 

college. Believe it or not, 
cheerleading qualifies as sport. There 
has been an alarming rise in knee 
injuries among young women who 
cheerlead. There is a difference 
between cheerleading and dance 
teams. We prefer cheerleading as 
opposed to those cheesy pro dancers, 
whose chief activity seems to be flash- 
ing cleavage. When have the Dallas 
cheerleaders ever riled the crowd with 
the chorus of Dee-fense, as the Red- 
skins are mounting a game-winning 
drive? The guess is that they dont 
even know the score. Besides, in col- 
lege, you have the guy and girl duos 
complete with stunts, jumps, lifts and 
tumbling. 


Regional rivalries. The 
SEC vs. the Big 10. The 
Pac-10 vs. the Big 12. ACC or Big 
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Cheerleaders incite the crowd w 
chants, stunts and gymnastics. 


East? Regional and conference rivalries are 
alive and well in the college ranks. There is 
something gratifying about the culture 
clash that results when a team from the 
East travels to Pasadena to meet the flashy, 
pass-happy westerners in the Rose Bowl, or 
when the Dust Bowl schools meet a Florida 
team in the Orange Bowl. Southern Pride 
pitted against West Coast Dudes, and Texas 
Cowboys tangling with Midwestern Big 
Boys; all make for bragging rights that are 
never settled. 


The college revelry atmos- 

phere. Visiting teams are actu- 
ally allotted tickets for college games, 
making road trips plausible. And no true 
college fans will drive in just for the game. 
The beauty of a college game weekend 
begins on Friday night and endures until 
Sunday morning. And, you have to admit, 
no group of fans falls out of hotel windows 
more cheerfully than Texas Longhorn fans 
on the night before the Oklahoma game. 


Every game means something. 
Okay, so the Kickoff Classic is a 
red herring. But in the conference and 
intersectional rivalries it’s always clear 
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ith cheers, 


Neither Kentucky nor Louisville 
has been to a bowl since 1993, 
but the game means everything 
to fans (and players) in the Com- 
monwealth. 


what’s at stake. When Auburn meets 
Alabama, Oklahoma meets Nebraska, and 
USC meets UCLA, you can be sure it’s 
meaningful, so what if conference titles 
have already been decided? Even Oregon 
and Oregon State command an entire 
state’s attention in late November. 

Games are played for Brass Spit- 
toons, Little Brown Jugs, a Beer Bar- 
rel and a Keg of Nails. 


College towns. You give 

me Philadelphia? I give 
you the leaf-strewn boulevards of Ann 
Arbor. You give me Oakland? I give 
you the rolling green quadrangles of 
Chapel Hill. You give me Cincinnati, 
Buffalo, Denver? I give you Knoxville, 
Provo, Boulder and Happy Valley. 
Don't forget such collegiate-sounding 
names as Athens, Oxford, Columbia, 
College Station, New Brunswick and 


College Park. 


College teams have recog- 

nizable uniforms, and 
better helmets. There is no mistaking 
the traditional plainness of the Penn 
State Nittany Lion uniforms. When 
= you see a team in maize and blue, you 
can trust that it must be Michigan. 
s The team wearing Big Orange is 
invariably Tennessee, and garnet and 
gold promptly identifies the Florida 
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State Seminoles. Now turn to a pro game. 
As far as helmets go, can anyone explain 
what that thing on the Denver Broncos’ 
helmets is supposed to be? Every year 
another NFL team changes its logo entirely, 
until you can’t tell who's who anymore. You 
squint at the TV, wondering, “Is that a Sea- 
hawk, or a Picasso?” The NFL must indeed 
give way to marketing, so regularly chang- 
ing uniforms and helmets makes financial 
sense, because fans then are forced to pur- 
chase all new attire (with new logos) from 
jerseys to hats to their kids’ school bags. 


Bowl Games. The Bowl 

Alliance has tarnished the bowl 
scene somewhat, but only one pro team can 
experience the joy of winning its final game 
of the postseason. Georgia, Auburn, UCLA 
and Kansas State are among the teams win- 
ning their final games of 1997. Bowls are 
unique rewards for a season well played. 
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voice. The houndstooth hat. 
Pro football has no one like the Bear. 


College coaches are 

more interesting, and 
have more romantic names. Pop 
Warner, Bud Wilkinson, Knute 
Rockne, Duffy Daugherty, Amos 
Alonzo Stagg, Fielding “Hurry Up” 
Yost, Bear Bryant, Joe Paterno, 
Bobby Bowden to name a few. Even 
Woody Hayes was interesting. Now 
try to name the bona fide legendary 
pro coaches. There are really only 
six or seven: Vince Lombardi, Paul 
Brown, George Halas, Tom Landry, 
Don Shula, John Madden, Bill 
Walsh. Mike Holmgren? Marty 
Schottenheimer? Not. 


Less corruption. Granted, the 

NEL and the NCAA are both 
commercial enterprises on a par with 
OPEC. But at least the NCAA makes a 
show of governing the sport and occasion- 
ally attempts to impose penalties for viola- 
tions of its rules. As opposed to NFL 
teams, which reward convicted felons with 
multi-year contracts. 


No free agency. Although col- 

lege players sometimes desert 
their fans before completing their allotted 
four years of service, no Auburn linebacker 
has ever switched to Alabama in mid- 
career. And when students do transfer, they 
must sit out rather than immediately suit 
up for rivals. And by the way, a Heisman 
Trophy candidate has never held out of 
training camp while negotiating for a bet- 
ter dorm room. 


College Bowl Games allow multiple teams to celebrate championship seasons. 


ATHLON 


Pep rally bonfires. Of course, 

the Aggies in College Station 
have the most famous of pyrotechnics on 
any campus. Even pep rallies without flames 
bring out school spirit in players, students 
and casual fans. The only bonfire you see 
occurring around a pro game is when some 
incensed fans overturn a cop car and set it on 
fire. 


Helmet Stickers. College hel- 

mets are great, but rewarding 
outstanding play with stickers is awesome. 
No school does this better than Ohio State. 
Sack the quarterback: Buckeye. Intercept a 
pass in the end zone: Buckeye. Make a div- 
ing catch on third down: Buckeye. 


, — 


Blocking a kick earns a Buckeye. 


The Heisman Trophy. The 
argument over Peyton Man- 
ning and Charles Woodson will probably 
never die. But the Heisman Trophy has, 
since 1939, been the most recognized sym- 
bol of individual excellence in all of sports. 


( 
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FUTURE. 


By TONY BARNHART, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 


s we peek over the horizon 

toward the 1998 football sea- 

son, college football is not 

unlike the California coast. It is 

beautiful. It is calm. It is peace- 
ful. All is well. 

But just when we've finally become com- 
fortable with the fact that it’s okay for the Big 
Ten to have 11 teams, or that, logistically, it’s 
easier for Miami to play a home-and-home with 
Cuba than with any of their comrades in the 
Big East, there are signs that yet another sig- 
nificant shift is on the way. It is no longer a ques- 
tion of if; but of when this monumental change 
to the layout of college football’s landscape will 
take place. 

“T’ve said for a while now that | think there 
will be another reorganization among conferences 
but when it will happen is anyone’s guess,” says 
SEC Commissioner Roy Kramer, who is also the 
boss of the College Bowl Alliance. “My sense is 
that people are just biding their time, trying to 
get prepared to make a move when things start 
happening.” 

If the conferences learned only one thing in 
the last mad scramble of the early ’90s, it is this: 


OLD ACC 


Clemson 

Duke 

Florida State 
Georgia Tech 
Maryland 
North Carolina 
N.C. State 
Virginia 

Wake Forest 


NORTH 
Boston College 
Maryland 
North Carolina 
N.C. State 
Virginia 


Rutgers 
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You snooze, you lose. 


DRIVING THE BUSINESS 


From this core philosophy there have 
emerged two undeniable truths which have dri- 
ven the business of college football in the 1990s: 

There are a finite number of television dol- 
lars out there and, like it or not, the majority 
of them will go to those conferences that can 
deliver the largest numbers of viewers on any 
given Saturday. So when your competition for 
those dollars — i.e., another conference — 
expands to strengthen those numbers, you stand 
pat at your own peril. 

Conferences expand not only to improve 
television numbers, but also to increase their 
power base. That power can be used to impact 
NCAA legislation pertaining not only to foot- 
ball, but to other sports and even the ultimate 
structure of college athletics. It’s the athletic 
equivalent of the Cold War as conferences feel 
they must continually build up their arsenals 
to assure their survival. 

“Sometimes expansion makes more sense polit- 
ically than it does economically,” says Jim 
Delaney, commissioner of the Big Ten. “You have 


NEW ACC 


SOUTH 
Clemson 
Duke 

Florida State 
Georgia Tech 
Miami 

Wake Forest 


ATHLON SpPorRTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


to be aware of those things and take the appro- 
priate action.” 

No one knows exactly when the next round 
of athletic arms buildups will occur. But rest 
assured, the conferences will be ready to jump 
into action at the first rumble. 

“My wish is that the structure of college foot- 
ball could remain stable a while longer,” says 
Mike Tranghese, the Commissoner of the imper- 
iled Big East. “But I’m not naive enough to 
believe that it will. There are some powerful 
forces at work here.” 

To understand what is about to transpire, it 
is beneficial to go back to December 1989, when 
the entire landscape of college football was 
changed forever with only one move. 

The Big Ten, for so long the big boy on the 
block when it came to TV, took a bold step by 
extending an invitation to Penn State, second 
only to Notre Dame asa successful football Inde- 
pendent. Penn State accepted, and six months 
later it became official. The Big Ten had added 
an 11th member in a development that would 
make the rest of the college football world sit 
up and take notice. 

Suddenly, the Big Ten not only had the large 
Midwestern television markets of Chicago, 
Detroit, and Cleveland, but it could also now 
deliver eastern markets like Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia. 

Penn State would not begin Big Ten play until 
the 1993 season, but the reaction to the move 
was immediate and ramifications could be felt 
from coast to coast. 

“That was the first domino to fall,” says 
Kramer. “There was no stopping what was about 
to happen next.” 


FIRST WAVE 


The other major players in college football, 
afraid that the Big Ten had now become too 
powerful, quickly scrambled to improve their 
own positions: 

@ Penn State’s decision to seek the shelter of 
a conference was a sobering signal to a number 
of Eastern Independents. Syracuse, Pittsburgh, 
West Virginia, Rutgers, Temple, Virginia Tech, 
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and Boston College all banded together — and 
convinced Miami to join them — to form the 
Big East. They couldn’ play a conference sched- 
ule in 1991, but Miami won the championship 
because it had the highest national ranking. 

MBy 1992, the SEC had added two teams 
(South Carolina and Arkansas) to form the first 
12-team league that would be split in two divi- 
sions. Then, to the derision of many skeptics, 
the SEC launched the idea of a conference cham- 
pionship game. Those skeptics quickly changed 
their tune upon learning that the conference 
championship game generated an extra $4.5 mil- 
lion each year for the SEC. 

WM That same year, the ACC, over the protests 
from the traditionalists in its ranks, added Florida 
State and immediately improved its television 
clout. 

That was the first wave of change. Then came 
another watershed event in February of 1994. 
The CFA television package with ABC and 
ESPN, which included all the major conferences 
except the Big Ten and Pac-10, fell apart when 
the SEC bolted and signed its own five-year $125 
million deal that would begin in 1996. 

After that, it became every man for himself 


as the conferences scrambled for their share of 


the pie. 


SECOND WAVE 


W@The Southwest Conference, which was 
formed in 1914, had to face reality. With eight 
schools all in the same state, it just didn’t have the 
muscle to compete in this brave new world. So 
its four most powerful members (Texas, Texas 
A&M, Texas Tech, Baylor) joined the Big Eight 
to form the Big 12. 

WThree other SWC members (SMU, Rice, 
TCU) joined the WAC, which took the expan- 
sion idea to another level. Along with the three 
SWC teams, it added Independent Tulsa and Big 
West defectors San Jose State and Nevada-Las 
Vegas. Beginning in 1996, the WAC was a 16- 
team league which covered nine states and four 
time zones. 

Since all this shuffling, each of the conferences 
has cut its own television deals. The conferences 


i 


Steve Woltmann 


On Sept. 4, 1993, when Minnesota visited Penn State for the Nittany 
Lions’ first Big Ten game, the first domino of major realignment fell. 


OLD BIG 10 | 


/ Illinois | LAND LAKES | 

. Indiana i Indiana Illinois 

_ lowa ) lowa Michigan i 
Michigan _ Ohio State Michigan State | 
Michigan State | Penn State Minnesota | 
Minnesota Purdue Northwestern 
Northwestern Wisconsin Syracuse 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Purdue 


- Wisconsin 


banded to together to form the Bowl Coalition, 
which begat the Bowl Alliance, which this sea- 
son begat the Super Alliance. 

For the first time this season, all the major con- 
ferences will work together in the postseason to 
put together a 1 vs. 2 game for the national 
championship. Each season, it seems, both the 
product and process become more refined. 


Conference commissioners and others directly 
involved in the college football business are reluc- 
tant to discuss this issue in great detail. They don’t 
want to tip their hands on what their potential 
moves might be once the changes begin. But here, 
based on a number of interviews with the movers 
and shakers of college football, is a reasonably 
clear picture of what the next set of major shake- 
ups in the sport will probably be. 

On this point they all agree: The first move 
will again be made by the Big Ten. 

When Penn State became the 11th member 
back in 1993, everyone knew it was just a mat- 
ter of time before the Big Ten added a 12th school 
and, like the SEC and Big 12, went to divisional 


play and a lucrative conference championship 


game. 
And there is no secret about which school the 
Big Ten would like to tap as its 12th member. 


It is, of course, the mother lode of college foot- | 


ball properties: The University of Notre Dame. 

Conventional wisdom says that Notre Dame 
will never give up its Independent status as long 
as it has the lucrative and exclusive television con- 
tract with NBC. Chances are that will remain 
true. While the other Independents were find- 
ing safe shelter among the conferences, Notre 
Dame still has the clout to do it alone. 

A key here: In order to remain an Indepen- 
dent, Notre Dame has to eventually come to 
some understanding with the Bowl Alliance so 
that in the down years, the Irish don’t get stuck 
in the Independence Bowl, as they did in 1997. 
A few more trips to Shreveport and Notre Dame 


OLDBIGi2 | —SENEWBIG12_— 


SOUTH NORTH 
Baylor 

Oklahoma lowa State 
Oklahoma St. Kansas 
Texas Kansas St. 
Texas A&M Missouri 
Texas Tech Nebraska 


See HOW IT HAPPENS {i > 


When Colorado jumps to the Pac-10, the Big 12 will consider Arkansas, but ask SMU to return 
from its WAC exile. All five Texas schools will be in the South Division. Missouri agrees to swap to the 


will run screaming into the arms of the Big Ten. 
The bet here is that ND and the bowls get things 
worked out and the Irish remain independent. 

After taking its best shot at Notre Dame, the 


SOUTH NORTH 
Baylor lowa State 
Missouri Kansas 

Kansas State 
Texas Nebraska 
Texas A&M Oklahoma 
Texas Tech Oklahoma State 


South because of basketball. The Oklahoma schools are not separated. 
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Big Ten will return to the strategy which origi- 
nally brought Penn State into the fold, that of 
adding to its impressive lineup of powerful tele- 
vision markets. Can you say New York? Can you 
say Syracuse University? Yes, I 
thought you could. 
In public, the folks at Syracuse will 
tell you they feel just dandy about 
being in the Big East. But in their 
heart of hearts, they know that ifthe 
Big Ten calls, they must listen. The 
Big East, with the competitive 
demise of Miami and with waning 
interest among the bowls, has at best 
a shaky football future. Even 
Tranghese, whose job it is to hold 
the Big East together, has told Syra- 
cuse that it must listen to the Big 
Ten because he can't guarantee what 
the future will bring. 

So friends, mark it down. Syra- 
cuse will jump to the Big Ten and 
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since there's already a Big 12, 
what they will call this confer- 
ence is anybody's guess. 

Oh, by the way. After Syra- 
cuse jumps, all hell is going to 
break loose. 

“You hope nothing drastic 
happens but you can’t live with 
your head in the sand either,” 
says Tom Mickle, the associate 
commissioner of the ACC. 
“You have to have some idea of 
your next move if things start 


happening.” 


There are some disagree- 
ments on a few points, but 
roughly, this will be the 
sequence of events once Syra- 
cuse jumps to the Big Ten: 

The Big East will be out of 
the football business and 
Tranghese will begin to scram- 
ble, looking for homes for its 
football-playing members. 
Some of those schools will find a new home in 
the ACC. 

The ACC will have another major philo- 
sophical battle over expansion. The traditional- 
ists will argue that the ACC doesn't have to fol- 
low the pack, that they can go it alone with nine 
members. They will argue that it will only hurt 
the conference if it has to further divide the league's 
most precious commodity — tickets to the ACC 
Basketball Tournament. 

But the ACC has had significant turnover 
among its athletic directors since the discussions 
of 1991, further weakening the power of the tra- 
ditionalists. The pragmatists will rule the day, and 
the ACC will bring in three Big East refugees: 
Miami, Boston College and Rutgers. 

Miami is a no-brainer, Academically, it is in 
tune with the other ACC members and all indi- 


A major coup: The annual Florida State-Miami game will 
belong exclusively to the Atlantic Coast Conference. 


cations are that under Butch Davis, the football 
program is cleaning up its act. It would also give 
the ACC two of Florida’s big three schools and 
anchors on both ends of the state. 

The ACC will pass on Virginia Tech and West 
Virginia, schools with greater geographical prox- 
imity to current members, in favor of strength- 
ening its position in the larger eastern television 
markets. The Boston and New York markets are 
too rich to pass up. 

Virginia Tech, West Virginia and Pittsburgh 
will begrudingly accept invitations to Confer- 
ence USA. The remaining Big East member, 
Temple, should recognize this turmoil as its cue 
to get out of the football business. 

The Pac-10, never wanting to be outdone 
by the Big Ten, becomes hot to trot for expan- 
sion. It will make another run at Texas and Texas 


A&M, which it did unsuccessfully 
several years ago. But once again, the 
Texas state legislature will remind the 
schools that it controls the purse 
strings, and that no Texas team is 
going to bea member ofa left-coast 
conference. 

When that effort fails, the Pac-10 
will reach out and finally touch 
Colorado, which has long wanted 
to bea member, because the Buffs 
practically live in California when 
it comes time to recruit. Plus, the 
lifestyle and attitude of Boulder is 
more akin to Seattle and Los 
Angeles than Lincoln, Neb. and 
Manhattan, Kan. 

For its 12th team, the Pac-10 will 
look around the West for another 
school that plays strong football. 
Brigham Young, which to its con- 
siderable anger got left out of the 
Alliance bowls with a 13-1 record 
in 1996, will make the jump. 

With Colorado gone, the Big 
12 will think long and hard about 
a replacement and will finally invite Southern 
Methodist. SMU, which went to the WAC when 
the Southwest Conference folded, is on the way 
back in football under second-year coach Mike 
Cavan. The school is about to build a new, on- 
campus football facility, and Cavan has been 
given the financial commitment by the admin- 
istration to make the Mustangs competitive once 
more. The Dallas market is one the Big 12 can- 
not ignore. 

The SEC will stand pat with its 12 teams 
and high television revenue, unless Arkansas uses 
this opportunity to get out. The Razorbacks left 
the Southwest Conference just before it folded 
and financially, has benefitted enormously from 
being in the SEC. Competitively, however, the 
Hogs have struggled in football. They won an 
SEC West title in 1995, but other than that, it’s 
been a tough road. 
Arkansas football is 
struggling. Back in the 


days when it was 


Courtland Richards 


MOUNTAIN PACIFIC MOUNTAIN PACIFIC winning Southwest 
Air Force Colorado State Air Force Conference champi- 
New Mexico Colorado State New Mexico Fresno State onships, the state of 
Rice Fresno State Rice Hawaii Texas was its most fer- 
Hawaii Tulsa tile recruiting ground. 
San Diego State | Utah San Diego State ee e 
Tulsa San Jose State UTEP San Jose State going into that state 
Utah UNLV Wyoming UNLV and winning, which it 
UTEP Wyoming did. When Arkansas 


HOW IT HAPPENS Es 


The WAC loses BYU, TCU, and SMU to expansion. Nevada becomes the newest member. 
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stopped playing in 
Texas, it stopped get- 
ting players from that 
talent-rich state. 


ATHLON SpPorTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 1998 


NporTrax Brings You 
Instant Sports Updates 


\ 


SportTrax was designed to be the ultimate 
portable sports information tool. 

It goes where you go, bringing you fast breaking 
information from the world of sports. SporTrax, measuring 
just 6”x3"x1”" in size, operates within FM broadcast range 
in 62 major metropolitan areas in North America. 


You'll Get the Inside Scoop 


SporTrax gives you 24-hour access to a steady stream of sports results, news, 
scores and more. Stay abreast of a whole league or a single team with just the 
touch of a few buttons. 


You Call the Signals 


Sporlrax receives and stores volumes of information, but you decide what 
information you see and when to see it. Just set your own “Hot List” and 
SporTrax will store information on your teams. 


Before the Game... 


You'll get the full schedule of upcoming events, including time and which 
TV network. You will also get the latest odds from Roxy Roxborough, the 
world’s premier oddsmaker, updated continuously in Las Vegas Rotation 

order. And you'll get injury updates, relevant weather forecasts, and 
starting pitchers in baseball. 


During the Game... 


Scores and updates and every significant change. You will also know who scored and how! 


After the Game... 


You will not only get final scores but you'll also receive key highlights and scoring stats. 


SPORTRAX 
nn? rages i 


CALL FOR FREE INFORMATION ON SPORTRAX OR ANY OF OUR OTHER SERVICES 


1-800/937-2794 =D 


Visit our web site at http://sports.dbc.com 


Word from inside Arkansas and inside the SEC 
is that Arkansas will never leave its current home 
as long as Frank Broyles is the athletic director. 
Last year the SEC divided over $58 million in 
revenues among its 12 members. The bounty 
would not be as great in the Big 12. 

The WAC, which turned into an unwieldy 
16-team league in the previous round of expan- 
sion, will lose three members in the next round, 
and add a school from the Big West (we guess 
Nevada over Utah State and New Mexico State). 
The conference will miss BYU, its most cele- 
brated program, and struggle without any major 
media markets. 

Conference USA does the most work of all, 
in hopes of getting a better television contract. 
In addition to picking up Pittsburgh, West Vir- 
ginia and Virginia Tech from the Big East, C- 
USA will also get Rice and TCU from the WAC, 
forming a 14-team league that stretches from 
West Point, N.Y. (Army) in the East, to Fort 
Worth (TCU) in the Southwest. It truly will be 
a Conference USA. 

Many indepedents, particularly in the south, 
will find life alone in Division I-A difficult at best. 
Scheduling problems and being completely shut 
out of bowl money will drive the remaining indies 
to unify. Middle Tennessee will move from I-AA 
to I-A in 1999 and join other southern inde- 
pendents Central Florida, Southwestern 
Louisiana, Northeast Louisiana, Louisiana 
Tech and Arkansas State to form a league, and 
hopefully generate some bow! clout. 

One scenario would have this league cham- 
pion playing the Big West champ in the Human- 
itarian Bowl. Or perhaps the Music City Bowl 
in Nashville would be a good fit. 


The SEC and Mid-America Conferences stand 
pat. The Big East folds. 


OLD PAC-10 


Arizona SOUTH 
Arizona State Arizona 
California Arizona 
Oregon 

Oregon State 

Stanford UCLA 
UCLA usc 
USC 

Washington 

Washington St. 


OLDC-USA | Ss NEW C-USA 


Army AMERICAN NATIONAL 
Cincinnati Houston 

East Carolina Cincinnati Louisville 
Houston East Carolina Memphis 
Louisville Southern Miss 
Memphis 

Southern Miss Tulane 

Tulane 


=== How I HAPPENS Eee aes 


Virginia Tech, West Virginia, and Pittsburgh, refugees from the Big East, alljoin up. Army is already 
scheduled to join, as are UAB and South Florida. Texas Christian, tired of the ridiculous travel demands 
in the WAC, will join fellow Texas school Houston to form a 14-team conference. 


BYU 

Not only does BYU shake the less-revenue-pro- 
ducing schools from the lower division of the 
WAC, butat last gains a legitimate shot ata Bowl 
Alliance bid. 

BCUSA 

Although a bit heavy with 14 teams, markets 
like Pittsburgh, Tampa and Fort Worth are huge 
pluses. Garnering an Alliance spot is a must for 
conference legitamacy and C-USA will get a 
guaranteed spot. The addition of West Virginia 
gives the league a ready-made football power and 
large state school, which the league has been 
missing. 

!ACC 

The Miami-Florida State game is now a con- 
ference game that the ACC can claim as its own, 
obviously bringing TV money. The addition of 
the Boston and New York markets is key, and 
don't overlook the fact that Mike Krzyzewski and 
Bill Guthridge love visiting the basketball-rich 
northeast on a regular basis. 


NORTH 

California 

Oregon 

Oregon State 
Stanford 
Washington 
Washington State 


State 


SSS HOW IT HAPPENS eee 


Colorado eagerly leaves the Big 12 for a conférence just one time zone away and the guarantee of 
at least one game in California every year. The conference invites BYU instead of Utah, giving the 
edge to football over basketball. The four California schools are split because of travel. Arizona, Col- 
orado, and Utah (BYU) are adjacent states and closest to Los Angeles (UCLA, USC). 
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SMU 
Anyone would love the move from the WAC, 
with conference games in California, Utah and 
Hawaii, into a conference with four other teams 
in-state. 
Pac-10 
The conference championship game is 
enough to consider the conference a winner, but 
the Denver market is a plus. 
Big 10 
Again, the conference championship game plus 
another eastern market with Syracuse. 
UAB and South Florida 
Two schools that did not even have football 
programs in 1990 will now be members of a 
Super Alliance conference. 


Temple 
For obvious reasons. 
Big East 
See above. 
Big 12 
The media market of Dallas is nice with the 
addition of SMU, but losing the state of Col- 
orado and the Nebraska-Colorado rivalry hurts. 
WAC 
Losing BYU practically assures the league to 
be shut out of the Super Alliance. 
Notre Dame 
Slowly but surely, the conferences are squeez- 
ing the Irish out. 


Once everything shakes out, all television con- 
tracts between the conferences and the networks 
will have to be renegotiated to reflect the worth 
of the new leagues. After that is done, and the 
multi-year agreements are in place, college foot- 
ball will again be at peace. But for how long? 

“Tm hoping that after the next round, things 
are going to stay in place for a long, long time,” 
says Kramer. “But I wouldn't bet the ranch on 
it. No way.” 
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The Decline of 


Notre Dame 


By Chris Dufresne 
The Los Angeles Times 


erhaps no institution in American sport this side of the New York Yankees has 
been, at any given time in the cosmos, more passionately revered and reviled than 
Notre Dame football. 

While the Irish have an undeniable stranglehold on their leprechaun-loving legions, the 
residue of unparalleled success and shrewd Hollywood marketing, countless others look on 
with contempt as the dearly devoted wax reverently about the luck of the Irish, the Golden 
Dome, Touchdown Jesus, the Gipper — not to mention that unbelievable television deal 
with NBC. 

Notre Dame is a college football kingdom unto itself; a place of divine defenders and, 
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some would argue, divine intervention. 


And let’s face it: A lot of folks just can’t stand that. 

Well, don't look now, America, but the team some of 
you love to hate isn't faring so well. The dome, if not tar- 
nished, could use some rust remover; the four-leaf clover 
has a slight case of root rot. 

So feel free to “Jeer, Jeer for old Notre Dame.” 

Irish woes, of course, always brighten the smiles of 
Notre Dame haters. It comes with the holier-than-thou 
territory. Notre Dame's love-hate relationship with the 
world cannot be denied. 

Until now, that relationship has been a source of satis- 
faction for Irish loyalists. 

“That's the sort of thing you should point to with some 
pride,” Notre Dame athletic director Michael Wadsworth 
says. “Only the very successful franchises evoke that kind 
of strong emotion. That's good, isn't it? Didn't for a long 
time half the country hate the Dallas Cowboys and the 
other half love them? They're a great franchise.” 

Well, Irish fans, if you want to be like the Cowboys, 
then be prepared for a lot of rejoicing over your demise. 
Notre Dame's sudden fall from grace has been watched 
with no less interest than Dallas’ slide into mediocrity. 

Barring the five-year aberration that was the Gerry 
Faust era, 1997 was a low point in recent Notre Dame 
history. We should have seen it coming. Storm clouds 


have been gathering around this program; in ’97, the 
thunder rattled and the rain fell. 

Notre Dame finished 7—6. The university boasting of 
more national titles (11 consensus, 19 if you count par- 
tials), Heisman Trophy winners (seven), College Football 
Hall of Famers (36) and consensus first-team All Ameri- 
cans (77) than any school ever to take up this game of 
inflated pig bladder, found itself in Shreveport in late 
December, playing for penny-ante Independence Bowl 
money. The university of Golden Dome, the Four Horse- 
men, Lujack, Leahy, Rockne and the Gipper — the foot- 
ball factory that coined the term “button hook” — lost 
four straight games for the first time since 1963. 

Even victory wasnt pretty. Notre Dame needed a one-yard 
Autry Denson run with 2:37 remaining to steal a 17-13, 
home-opening win against Georgia Tech in refurbished Notre 
Dame Stadium; needed a face-saving tackle on the game’ last 
play to extend its winning streak over half-mast Navy to 34 
straight; needed a last-second field goal to beat lowly Hawaii. 
A year after finishing 8-3 and shunning all bowl offers, 
including one from the Independence, Notre Dame at 7-5 all 
but crawled back to the Independence Bow! on hands and 
knees, accepting $700,0000 in chump change for a highly 
undesirable rematch against Louisiana State, a school the Irish 
had soundly thrashed weeks earlier in Baton Rouge. 
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Win another one for the Gipper? Fat 
chance. The Irish got hammered in a 
vengeance-filled laugher. 

Ratings for Notre Dame football on 
NBC, which owns exclusive rights to Irish 
home games, fell for a third straight season. 
For a second straight year, Notre Dame did 
not qualify for an $8 million Alliance bowl 
game. It would have been three straight, 
remember, if not for cornerback Ivory Coy- 
ington, whose 1995, game-saving stop of 
Army tight end Ron Leshinksi on a two- 
point conversion preserved a 28-27 win and, 
ka-ching! a meal ticket to the Orange Bowl. 

And get this: Notre Dame has not been 
ranked No.1 in the polls since November 
1993. The Irish are 30-17-1 in 
four seasons since then. Even Notre 
Dame's once Half-Nelson hold on 
the Alliance seemed to be slipping. 
When announced last summer that 
the Alliance had reached an accord 
with the Western Athletic Confer- 
ence and Conference USA to pro- 
vide a school from _ either 
conference an automatic berth if it 
finished No. 6 or higher in the 
polls, Notre Dame stood offstage 
holding the short straw. With only 
two at-large Alliance bowl bids 
available and the staunchly inde- 
pendent Irish unable to earn an 
automatic conference bid, Notre 
Dame faced the possibility of win- 
ning nine or 10 games and not 
going to an $8 million game. 

Not widely publicized was the 
Irish’s behind-the-scenes veto power 
in all Alliance negotiations and the 
untenable position that any “new” 
contract that hurt Notre Dame 
would not stand. 

“We would never agree to some- 
thing of that sort on its face, 
Wadsworth says, “because wed be agreeing 
to an amendment potentially very damaging 
to us. We had to find a way around that.” 

Notre Dame and the Alliance worked 
into the summer hashing out the details. 

It has been 10 years since Notre Dame last 
won a national title. The Irish have produced 
one first-round NFL draft pick — Renaldo 
Wynn, 1997 — since the Bryant Young, 
Aaron Taylor class of 1994. This year, only 
three Notre Dame players received invita- 
tions to the NFL Combine. That's only three 
more than the University of Pacific, which 
dropped football two years ago. 

The Irish also took their fair — or were 
they unfair? — share of offthe-field hits. 
Offensive line coach Joe Moore, fired after 
Bob Davie replaced Lou Holtz in Decem- 
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Distant echoes: Tony Rice 
» their last national title, in 


ber of 1996, filed an age discrimination 
suit against the university. The case was 
scheduled for trial after press time. In 
March, Kevin Pendergast, a former Notre 
Dame kicker, was implicated for his role in 
a betting scandal involving Northwestern 
basketball players. Also in March, a quick- 
and-tidy, in-house investigation exonerated 
several Irish players for accepting gifts from 
a woman suspected of embezzling more 
than $1 million from a local business. 
Notre Dame shipped its findings to the 
NCAA, which was left to determine 
whether rules were violated. 

Davie claimed the Moore trial and the 
embezzling case “have never been an issue 


with this football team.” Perhaps, but col- 
lectively it was enough to make Touch- 
down Jesus place his hands over his eyes, 
while Notre Dame haters of every stripe 
giggled with glee. 

But the Irish may yet have the last laugh. 
And, interestingly, it has taken an act of 
God to rekindle optimism in South Bend. 

El Nifio. 

The winter storm that turned parts of 
the country into rivers and lakes also ren- 
dered one of the mildest winters on record 
in northern Indiana. For the first time in 
recent memory, there was virtually no 
snowfall in January, a critical month for 
college football recruiting. In securing one 
of its best recruiting classes in years, a top- 
three haul by many reputable accounts, 


quiet the Irish to 


Notre Dame hosts were able to show off 
balmy South Bend to five top recruits from 
sun-soaked Texas and two from Louisiana, 

“T would really like to thank El Nifo,” 
Davie says. “El Nifio played a big role in 
this recruiting class. Definitely this mild 
winter played a role.” 

After an uncertain direction in the last 
years of Holtz, Notre Dame is gathering the 
troops for another national title run (though 
certainly not in ’98). Devoid of a game- 
breaking player since receiver Derrick Mayes’ 
departure in 1996, the Irish restocked with 
the type of speed necessary to keep up with 
the track-meet pace established by Florida 
State, Florida and, of late, Nebraska. 

“They needed big-play people, 
and I think they addressed that this 
year, Rick Kimbrel, managing 
editor of SuperPrep magazine, says. 

Once again, optimism abounds 
in South Bend. 

“T think the program is headed 
in a very positive direction,” 
Wadsworth says. 

To prove it didn’t think Notre 
Dame was the Titanic, NBC 
extended its unprecedented and 
envy-inducing contract with the 
university, estimated at $7 million 
per year through the 2005 season. 

“Over any long-term period, 
seasons like the one they just had 
are hiccups,” NBC spokesman Ed 
Markey proclaimed. You could not 
have blamed the Peacock Network 
for pulling the plug on Notre 
Dame, the TV Show, at midseason 
last year. NBC is convinced Notre 
Dame only grazed the iceberg. 

“Our feeling and confidence in 
Notre Dame football is best 
expressed by the long-term com- 
mitment we have for them,” Markey 
says. “That explains the way we feel about 
Notre Dame more than any comment I 
can give you. They are the one college foot- 
ball team that can really, legitimately be 
called a national team.” 

Yet, Notre Dame’s television sky is 
falling: from a 4.8 share in 1995, to 3.4 in 
96 and 3.0 last season. 

Markey: “In fairness, the flip side of the 
coin is, when they are doing well, the rat- 
ings are enormous, especially in the 
crowded football environment. Go back to 
93, That game against Florida State did a 
16.0. That game in the afternoon was 
higher than either two NCAA semifinal 
games (last March) in prime time.” 

Ah, those were the days. So what hap- 
pened? 
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They're yours with Clairol 
Men's Choice. Choose it 
because it gives you natural- 
looking color, it works in only 
five minutes, and it’s an easy 
way to make gray a thing of the 
past, Just what you'd expect 
from Clairol, the leader in 
haircolor technology. 
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Fair or not, Powlus leaves South Bend with a legacy of frustration and 
unfulfilled expectations. 


Let’s explore three areas of inquiry. 


RECRUITING 


When Wadsworth took over as athletic 
director in 1995, his first priority was to 
stem a disturbing trend. With its national 
recruiting base and reputation, Notre 
Dame could still fall out of bed and recruit 
top 10 classes. But keeping players became 
a problem. Because of attrition, Notre 
Dame in 1995 had only 72 players on 
scholarship, 13 below the NCAA limit. 

Intent on signing the game-breakers 
everyone said he needed, Holtz took 
chances on players, many of whom did not 
pan out. Image-sensitive Notre Dame took 
plenty of PR hits for its pursuit of players 
of dubious distinction, none more contro- 
versial than Randy Moss, a coveted, warp- 
speed receiver from West Virginia whose 
admission was ultimately denied by admin- 
istrators because of a high school arrest. 
After bombing out on his football make-up 
exam at Florida State, Moss went on to star 
at Marshall, finishing fourth in last year's 
Heisman Trophy balloting. 

Other top-flight but suspect recruits, 
such as Cooper Rego this off-season, would 
leave the program under a cloud. Notre 
Dame's talent base had quickly eroded, and 
it was affecting depth. Somewhere out 
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there, there have got to be 25 high-quality 
student-athletes each year who excel both 
in the classroom and on the football field, 
and who really want to go to Notre Dame. 

“You dont always have to go out for the 
best athlete,” Wadsworth says. “What you 
have to do is go after the best for this cam- 
pus. Otherwise, you wind up in situations 
like we had last year where over 40 percent 
of the senior class had transferred out before 
their senior year. That's poor recruiting.” 

Davie says he reviewed every play of last 
years 7-6 team and concluded his men 
were often outmanned. 

“T don’t think there is any question that 
we feel as though we have to get bigger, we 
have to get stronger,” he says. “I know just 
looking back at some of the games we 
played last year we got overwhelmed.” 

Davie revamped Notre Dame's recruit- 
ing strategy. He started evaluating talent 
sooner than Holtz had and identified only 
players he thought would be a proper fit. 
Davie used just 44 of his allotment of 58 
visits. “We didn’t waste visits,” he says. 

He offered scholarships to 33 players 
and signed 21. 

“Te is interesting we hit on such a high 
percentage,” Davie says. “I think that’s due 
to finding them, identifying them early 
and then building up a relationship.” 


Peter Brouillet 


Notre Dame also signed three players 
from Ohio after whiffing in the state the 
previous year. Notre Dame went west and 
plucked Mike McNair, one of the the top 
running backs in California, and scored in 
Texas with receiver David Givens, a speed- 
ster in the Mayes mold. 

“He does remind me a lot physically and 
facially of Derrick Mayes,” Davie says. 

Time will tell whether Davie’s recruiting 
class is for real. The Irish signed 11 of 
SuperPrep’s top 100 rated recruits, but even 
Kimbrel says it’s too early to start knitting 
banners. “You can’t teach speed, and they 
got a lot of it,” Kimbrel says. “But I’ve seen 
speed drop a lot of passes. You still have to 
make plays.” 


RON POWLUS 


He left with virtually every Irish passing 
record in tow, but you can argue his five- 
year tenure in South Bend left the program 
in a quagmire of mediocrity and confusion. 

It's hard to lay this all on Powlus. He 
entered the program with impossible 
expectations, advanced in ruinous hyper- 
bole by ESPN analyst Beano Cook's 
proclamation that Powlus would win two 
Heismans. While Powlus never reneged on 
his undying love for Notre Dame and left 
claiming no regrets, he was the wrong 
quarterback at the wrong time in Notre 
Dame history. 

“He was a serviceable, gutsy, competitive 
quarterback,” one Notre Dame insider says. 
“Had he come in without the magazine coy- 
ers, youd say ‘hey, that guy wasn't bad.’” 

Powlus was the ultimate tease, hailed as 
the best quarterback from Pennsylvania 
since Dan Marino. Curiously, Holtz won 
his only national title at Notre Dame with 
Tony Rice, a running quarterback, yet he 
was steadfastly infatuated by Powlus. Holtz 
lured the Berwick High star to South Bend 
with promises of letting him throw the ball 
30 times a game. Instead, upon arrival, the 
slow-footed, dropback-passing Powlus con- 
tinued in the Holtz tradition and too often 
led the option around right end. 

Notre Dame kept waiting for the super- 
star in Powlus to emerge. It never did. He 
was a young man you wanted to root for. 
No one cared more about Notre Dame, 
and no one hurt more with each defeat. 
But injuries and a lack of focus on offense 
would stymie any lasting Powlus legacy. 

Last year was supposed to be different 
with Holtz gone. Davie enticed Powlus 
back for a fifth season by retooling the 
offense around Powlus’ strengths. Davie 
even junked Holtz’ option. Yet, when 
Notre Dame dropped to 1-4, there was 
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Lou Holtz left Davie with a bigger chal- 


and run the football,” Davie con- 
ceded in the off-season. “Put an all- 
out emphasis on our running game. 
If a mistake was made, it probably 
was a well-intentioned mistake.” 
This year, with the fleet-footed 
Jackson taking over at QB, the 
option returns as a primary option. 


JIM COLLETTO 


If one is to measure a head coach 
by the people around him, Davie's 
hiring of Colletto might call his 
ability into question. Colletto 
replaced the aforementioned Joe 
Moore as offensive line coach last 
year and also received the title of 
offensive coordinator. Colletto, 
21-42-3 as head coach at Purdue 
before resigning at the end of 1996, 
was brought in to install a new pass- 
oriented offense around Powlus. 
The results were generally disas- 


lenge than Irish fans wanted to believe. toys. 


talk of junking Powlus for backup Jarious 
Jackson. Powlus, to his credit, led the Irish 
back to respectability and a bowl berth, but 
it was a hollow conclusion. In the end, 
Notre Dame lacked the speed to be a pass- 
ing team and the muscle to win wars of 
attrition. It was a team without identity. 
“Maybe we should have just gone all out 


It didn’t help that Joe Tiller, Colletto’s 
replacement, turned Purdue into an instant 
winner while Colletto’s offense slogged 
along in South Bend. The low point came 
Sept. 13 in West Lafayette, when Colletto’s 
old school, Purdue, defeated Notre Dame 
28-17 for the Irish’s first loss to the Boiler- 
makers since the Gerry Faust era. Asked to 


assess his former coach's chances before the 
game, Purdue running back Edwin Watson 
quipped of Colletto, “He's used to losing 
here, so it would be nothing new to him.” 

Colletto has been stripped of offensive 
line duties this year but returns as offensive 
coordinator. Supporters would insist Col- 
letto be cut some slack, citing he didn’t have 
time to properly install his new offense. 
Others suggest privately that Davie couldn't 
fire Colletto because of the Joe Moore dis- 
crimination suit. Notre Dame claimed 
Moore was ousted for lack of ability, not 
age. Had Notre Dame cut Colletto loose 
after only one year, it only would have for- 
tified Moore's case. Also, having Colletto 
around as a punching bag no doubt took 
some of the first-year heat off Davie. 

This season, Davie figures to inch closer 
into the program's cross hairs. It’s the rea- 
son he fine-tooth-combed the program in 
search of answers. Few Notre Dame return- 
ing starters slept well in the off-season. 

Don't get Notre Dame wrong. El Nifio 
was a godsend, a swift kick in the right 
direction, but mere mortals will have to 
take it from here. Is Notre Dame up to it? 

“We've turned up the heat in our off-sea- 
son program,” Davie says. “That's why 
we're not taking anything for granted with 
any player. It doesn’t matter if you played 
last year. We were 7-6 last year.” 
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Ohio State 


Woody Hayes will be turning in his grave with the Ohio State football team living on a diet of 
large chunks of yardage through the air. Three yards and a cloud of dust it ain't. David Boston, 
Dee Miller and Ken-Yon Rambo are as explosive a trio of receivers as there is in the land. Quar- 
terback Joe Germaine is already sixth in school history with 3,040 passing yards and 31 touch- 
downs in two years off the bench. Michael Wiley is a big-play tailback and All-America guard Rob 
Murphy spearheads a veteran line. Unsung heroes Matt Keller at fullback and John Lumpkin at 
tight end are the glue that holds the offense together. Lumpkin is a 6-8, 260-pound tight end who 
caught a 50-yard touchdown pass in the Sugar Bowl. Brent Bartholomew averaged 45.2 yards per 
punt in 1997 but won't get much use in 98. What a waste of a superb punter! 

In linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer, Ohio State boasts the best football player in America regard- 
less of position. Antoine Winfield is the best cover corner in the Big Ten but may be the the sec- 
ond-best defensive back on his team behind Gary Berry, who picked off five passes and scored two 
touchdowns last year from his free safety post. 

The Buckeyes have spent the off-season with a foul taste in their mouths, put there by a 31-14 
Sugar Bowl loss to Florida State. Coach John Cooper presides over a team with overwhelming tal- 
ent and unfinished business. Ath/on’s considered opinion is that Ohio State will conclude its 1998 
agenda No.1. 

Nemesis: Two Ohio State national title runs this decade have wiped out at Michigan. The Buck- 
eyes have dropped the last three, and four of the last five, Michigan contests. Their 22-6 win in 
1994 proves at least that it can be done, and this year’s tilt is in Columbus. 

The 700 Club: Ohio State is one of only seven Division I-A football programs with 700 wins. The 
Buckeyes’ record now stands at 700-276-53. 

No. 2 and Trying Harder: John Cooper last season became the second-winningest football coach 
in Ohio State history at 86-324 over 10 years. With Woody Hayes (1951-’78) entrenched in first 
place at 205-61—10, Cooper has a ways to go to claim the top spot. 

1997 Results: 10-3 (6-2 Big Ten) 

Ret. Starters: 9 offense, 9 defense, both kickers 
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Ohio State 
Kansas State 
Florida 

Florida State 
West Virginia 
Michigan 

LSU 

Arizona State 
Nebraska 
UCLA 
Tennessee 
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Colorado State 
Texas A&M 
Wisconsin 
Arizona 
Georgia 
Washington 
North Carolina 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame 
Syracuse 

Ole Miss 
Southern Miss 
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~) Kansas State 


With 18 starters back things are looking 
up. Coach Bill Snyder's Wildcats were 
11-1 last season, and the only thing up 
from 11-1 is 12-0. Michael Bishop, a 
leading Heisman candidate, is 35-1 as a 
college quarterback, counting his junior 
college years. Leading rusher Eric Hick- 
son petitioned for and received a sixth 
year of eligibility but will have to con- 
tend with Juco Player of the Year Frank 
Murphy for the running back job. The receiving corps returns virtually 
intact, and 330-pound All-Big 12 tackle Ryan Young anchors the offen- 
sive line. Kansas State is the Linebacker U. du jour with Jeff Kelly, Travis 
Ochs and Mark Simoneau the backbone of the unit that finished fourth 
nationally in total defense in 97. End Darren Howard will again be 
chasing quarterbacks around, and three-fourths of the secondary returns 
from the nation’s fifth-best pass defense. James Garcia averages almost 44 
yards a punt, and Martin Gramatica won the Groza Award last year. The 
schedule revolves around the Nebraska game Nov. 14 in Manhattan. 
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About Face: Kansas State is one of just four schools that have won nine 
or more games each of the last five seasons. Quite a turnaround for the 
team with the lowest all-time winning percentage in Division I-A. 
Shoo-in: When the Wildcats reached the red zone in 1997 they scored 
92 percent of the time (46-of-50). Of the four “failures,” two were the 
result of running out the clock against beaten opponents. 

Three and Out: The 97 K-State defense held opponents to a 25 percent 
third-down conversion rate and held eight of them to four or fewer. 
1997 Results: 11-1 (7-1 Big 12) 

Returning Starters: 9 offense, 9 defense, both kickers 
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Florida State always merits serious consid- 
eration for preseason No. 1, but quarter- 
back Dan Kendras knee injury in the 
| spring game threw a monkey wrench in the 
works. Unless Kendra miraculously recov- 
ers, coach Bobby Bowden will start 25- 
year-old sophomore Chris Weinke at 
quarterback in the the Kickoff Classic Aug. 
31 against Texas A&M. Weinke spent six 
years playing baseball in the Toronto Blue 
Jays’ farm system and has thrown a grand total of 13 passes at the collegiate 
level. He will be handing off to tailback Travis Minor, a lightning bolt in 
garnet and gold, and throwing to game-breaking wide receiver Peter War- 
rick from behind a veteran offensive line. The Seminoles finished first 
nationally in run defense by almost 20 yards, and the returning talent guar- 
antees more of the same. With linebackers Daryl Bush and Sam Cowart 
gone, it is Lamont Green's time to shine. The schedule is somewhat for- 
giving, with USC, Virginia and Florida all travelling to Tallahassee. 
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Piling On: Florida State continues to pad two phenomenal NCAA 
records. The Noles have (a) been ranked in the Top 4 at season's end and 
(b) won 10 or more games for the last 11 years. 

Bookends: When defensive ends Peter Boulware and Reinard Wilson 
graduated last year, Andre Wadsworth and Greg Spires were plugged in for 
one season with no dropoff. Enter Tony Bryant and Roland Seymour. 
Bowden in the Bowls: Bobby Bowden's career percentage of .786 
(16-4-1) ranks No. 1 all-time, and he is fast closing in on Joe Paterno’s 
first-place total of 18 bowl victories. 

1997 Results: 11-1 (8-O ACC) 

Returning Starters: 7 offense, 5 defense, both kickers 


Florida 


Here's a switch. Florida's lofty national rank- 
ing in 1998 will be a function of its defense. 
Offense has some holes to fill, and coach Zag 
Steve Spurrier finds himself in a quarterback 
quandary. Will it be Doug Johnson, last 
year’s starter? Or Jesse Palmer, who emerged 
this spring as the better of the two? Whether 
Terry Jackson, who missed most of 97 and 
returns this year with a reconstructed knee, 
can replace first-round draft pick Fred Taylor 
at running back remains to be seen. Even more vexing is the early departure 
of wide receiver Jacquez Green. When the uncertainty at the skill positions 
shakes down, a solid offensive line is ready to block for them. And defensive 
coordinator Bob Stoops’ troops will keep them on the field. If Jevon Kearse 
isnt the most feared pass rusher in the nation, he’s certainly one of the top 
three. Tackles Ed Chester and Reggie McGrew shut down the run with 
authority. Linebacker Johnny Rutledge makes tackles and big plays, and the 
secondary is one cornerback vacancy away from stellar. Defense wins cham- 
pionships, but for the Gators to win the national title this year they will have 
to beat LSU twice: Oct. 10 in Gainesville and Dec. 5 in Adianta. 


The Midas Touch: Before Steve Spurrier returned to his alma mater as 
coach, the Gators had never won an SEC title. Since his arrival in 1990, 
they have won five, including four in a row from 1993-96. 

Quick Starters: In 1997, Florida outscored opponents 12448 in the first 
quarter and 215-79 in the first half. 


Elite Company: Only three schools have won 10 or more games in each of 


the last five seasons: Nebraska, Florida State and Florida. 
1997 Results: 10-2 (6-2 SEC) 
Returning Starters: 5 offense, 6 defense, both kickers 


West Virginia 


Coach Don Nehlen has assembled his 
best team at West Virginia since the 1988 
Mountaineers came one dismal Fiesta 
Bowl showing away from a_ national 
championship. Amos Zereoue, one of the 
top three running backs in America, 
exploded for 1,589 yards as a sophomore. 
Quarterback Marc Bulger threw for 2,465 
yards and 14 TDs in 97 despite the 
absence of David Saunders, the Big East's 
leading receiver in ’96 who missed all last year with a knee injury. Saun- 
ders is back along with Shawn Foreman, the top receiver in the confer- 
ence last year. The offensive line boasts three all-conference returnees. 
Three first-team All-Big East defenders — linebacker Gary Stills, nose 
tackle John Thornton and cornerback Nate Terry — return along with 
linebacker Damon Cogdell, who led the team in tackles through the first 
eight games until a hip injury sidelined him for the home stretch. The 
bad news is that the season opens with Ohio State. 


Experiments: JaJuan Seider, Bulger’s backup at quarterback last year, is 
being tried at tight end. And Jerry Porter, “who may be the best athlete in 
our program,” according to Nehlen, is moving from wide receiver to safety. 
Drawing a Crowd: The Mountaineers drew an average of 52,854 fans 
to their home games in 1997. That figure led the Big East. 

Scholar Athletes: Eight Mountaineers were named to the 1997 Big East 
scholar-athlete football team — a 3.0 grade-point average is the mini- 
mum requirement. West Virginia has now led the conference in that cat- 
egory for four straight years. 

1997 Results: 7-5 (4-3 Big East) 

Returning Starters: 7 offense, 7 defense, placekicker 
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Michigan 


It had been a long time coming — half a 
century to be specific — but Michigan 
"| finally got its national championship, 
\ albeit a partial one shared with Nebraska. 
The Wolverines would like to make a 
sweep of it this year, but they will have to 
do it without quarterback Brian Griese 
and Heisman Trophy winner Charles 
Woodson. Junior Tom Brady, Griese’s 
backup, gets the call at quarterback with 
former starter Scott Dreisbach in reserve. Tailback Chris Howard is gone, 
but Clarence Williams, who led the team in rushing two years ago, and 
Anthony Thomas, the 1997 Big Ten Freshman of the Year, are back. Wide 
receiver Tai Streets is a big play waiting to happen and Jerame Tuman is 
the nation’s top tight end. The offensive line won't miss a beat, and nine 
starters return from the nation’s best defense in 1997. The schedule con- 
sists of nine games sandwiched between Notre Dame and Ohio State, 
both on the road, with a trip to Hawaii for dessert. 
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The Rich Get Richer: Michigan's latest recruiting haul, especially at the 
offensive skill positions, is remarkable. Wideouts Marquise Walker and 
David Terrell will have an immediate impact, and California import Justin 
Fargas will make the two-man rotation at tailback a three-man rotation. 
Secretary of Defense: Under first-year defensive coordinator Jim Herr- 
mann, Michigan led the nation in total defense, scoring defense and pass 
defense, and finished seventh against the rush. 

Patience, Patience: Until last season, the Wolverines hadn't captured a 
national title since 1948. Now they'll shoot for two in a row. 


LSU 


With nine offensive and seven defensive 
starters returning, LSU is clearly the class of 
the SEC West. The focus of this year's squad 
is its overloaded tailback situation, with ! 
Kevin Faulk, Cecil “The Diesel” Collins and 
Rondel! Mealey all back from "97. The three § 
combined for 2,404 rushing yards on the 
year. Quarterback Herb Tyler runs a mean 
option and his passing skills have developed 
apace with his experience. And he has a 

splendid array of receivers at his disposal. The departure of All-America 
guard Alan Faneca for the pros after his junior year is a blow that has been 
softened by some judicious personnel changes up front. The Tiger defense, 
under first-year coordinator Lou Tepper, is switching from a 4-3 to a 3-4 
alignment. Senior Anthony McFarland was a formidable tackle but at 6-1, 
290 is a natural-born nose guard. Linebacker Joe Wesley is back after lead- 
ing the team in tackles in ’97 and three starting DBs all return to their posts. 
The dicey part of the schedule finds Georgia and Florida the first two weeks 
of October. The rest of the slate is meat for these Bayou Bengals. 


Welcome Back: LSU welcomes back players who accounted for 99.8 per- 
cent of its rushing yards, 93.3 percent of its passing yards and 89.7 percent 
of its receiving yards in "97. 

The Magic is Back: In three years under coach Gerry DiNardo, LSU is 
26-9-1 after failing to post a winning season the six previous years, and 
have won three consecutive bowl games for the first time in school history. 
Efficiency Experts: LSU finished first in the SEC and ninth in the nation 
in turnover margin in 1997 (+12). 


1997 Results: 9-3 (6-2 SEC) 
Returning Starters: 9 offense, 7 defense, no kickers 


1997 Results: 12-0 (8-0 Big Ten) 
Returning Starters: 6 offense, 9 defense, both kickers 


Arizona State Nebraska Ss) 


Tom Osborne stepped down as 
Nebraska's coach after one remarkable 
quarter century, and running backs coach 
Frank Solich stepped right up. There 
could be a seam in the transition, though, 
with I-Back Ahman Green, the nation’s 
second-leading rusher, and quarterback 
Scott Frost among this year’s personnel i 
losses. Defense will have to carry the team y°°" 
through the early going. Ends Mike be De 
Rucker and Chad Kelsay will terrorize opposing quarterbacks on a weekly 
basis, and Ralph Brown is one of the nation’s best cornerbacks. Quarter- 
back is a three-way battle and there are four new offensive linemen with 
little playing time. I-Back DeAngelo Evans has been slow to heal from a 
persistent pelvic injury and the prognosis is not good. With the uncer- 
tainty at I-Back, Solich may go to the air more, which bodes well for 
Frankie London's chances at quarterback. Fullback Joel Makovicka and 
tight end Sheldon Jackson will hold the offense together until it jells. 


Passing the Baton: Tom Osborne leaves Nebraska as the fifth-win- 
ningest coach in terms of percentage (.836) in college football history. 
Frank Solich has a high standard to uphold. 

Pressure Kicker: Nebraska's Kris Brown, the nation’s seventh-rated field 
goal kicker last year, may be tested this season with a game or two on the 
line and the Cornhusker offense a bit unsettled. 

Slash: As a 1997 freshman, Husker quarterback candidate Bobby New- 
combe averaged 9.8 yards per carry, 24.7 yards per catch and 20.3 yards 
per punt return. And he completed his only pass attempt, for 15 yards. 
1997 Results: 13-0 (8-0 Big 12) 

Returning Starters: 3 offense, 9 defense, placekicker 


Surely, after losing quarterback Jake 
Plummer, wide receiver Keith Poole, 
tailback Terry Battle and defensive 
end Derrick Rodgers from the 1996 
dream season, Arizona State would 
drop off the map. But coach Bill Sny- 
der rallied the troops for nine wins 
and a Sun Bowl victory over Iowa. 
Three redshirt freshmen were starters on offense last year and two of them, 
quarterback Ryan Kealy and guard Victor Leyva, were Freshman All-Amer- 
icans. Kealy threw for over 2,000 yards while learning on the job. Wide 
receivers Lenzie Jackson, Ricky Boyer and Kenny Mitchell and tight end 
Kendrick Bates are all superb targets. J.R. Redmond now has the tailback 
job all to himself, with 250-pound flyback (lead blocker) Jeff Paulk and All- 
America center Grey Ruegamer clearing his path. Six starters are gone from 
the defense for the second year in a row, but that wasn’t much of a hindrance 
in ’97. Mitchell Freedman and Courtney Jackson excel in the secondary, 
and the line is being rebuilt around 290-pound run-stuffer Albrey Battle. 
The season opens with Washington and closes at Arizona, both of whom 
beat ASU last year. At midseason, Notre Dame visits Tempe. 


} 


Steve Woltmann 


Cream of the Crop: Arizona State has won more games (26) than any 
other Pac-10 team over the last three years, including nine of its last 10 
conference games on the road. 

Paulk’s Points: Flyback Jeff Paulk is in the lineup to block. He has scored 
three rushing touchdowns in his career, all three against Stanford. 

Caged Cougars: Pac-10 champion Washington State suffered one regular- 
season loss in 1997, and that was to Arizona State 44-31. 

1997 Results: 9-3 (6-2 Pac-10) 

Returning Starters: 9 offense, 5 defense, no kickers 
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() UCLA 


If pass-efficiency rating is an accurate 
indicator of a quarterback’s quality, then 
UCLA enters the 1998 season with the 
best. Cade McNown not only led the 
nation in that department last year, he 
also improvises and runs well. And he 
quick-kicked a 76-yard punt in the Bru- 
ins’ Cotton Bowl! win over Texas A&M. 
Though McNown returns for his senior 
year, coach Bob Toledo has holes to plug 
on offense. His team’s top rusher and receiver both have graduated. 
Between wideout Danny Farmer and tight end Mike Grieb, McNown 
will have some handy targets, and Hicks’ replacement might come from 
this year’s phenomenal recruiting haul. De Shaun Foster is the favorite. 
The defense will be rebuilt around strong safety Larry Atkins, the best in 
America at his position. All-American Chris Sailer handles all the kick- 
ing chores. The Bruins put their 10-game winning streak on the line in 
the season opener Sept. 12 against revenge-minded Texas. 
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Mistake-Proof: McNown’s pass efficiency rating of 168.6 not only led the 
nation, it is the 12th highest in NCAA history and a new Pac-10 record. 
Lighting it Up: In 1997 UCLA scored 66 points in in two different 
games for the first time since 1954. The Bruins’ 40.7-point average 
ranked third nationally and is the second-highest in school history. 
Holy Toledo: In each of Bob Toledo's four years on the UCLA staff (two 
as offensive coordinator, two as head coach), the Bruins have had a 
1,000-yard rusher: Karim Abdul-Jabbar in 1994 and ’95; Skip Hicks in 
"96 and °97. 

1997 Results: 10-2 (7-1 Pac-10) 

Returning Starters: 7 offense, 5 defense, dual-purpose kicker 


“| Virginia 


Virginia is a solid choice to leapfrog past 
North Carolina into second place in the 
Adantic Coast Conference. Quarterback 
Aaron Brooks paced the ACC in passing 
efficiency (151.0, seventh-best in ACC his- 
tory) and returns as a senior. Tailback 
Thomas Jones is the top returning rusher in 
the conference. The offensive line is stocked 
\ with veterans and averages 300 pounds per 

\ man. The only question on offense is wide 
receiver, but Terrence Wilkins, who caught 37 balls in ’97, is a good answer. 
And tight ends Casey Crawford and Billy Baber are solid targets. Defensive 
tackle Antonio Dingle and safety Anthony Poindexter both are All-America 
caliber. At linebacker, Wali Rainer finished third in the ACC in sacks while 
Byron Thweatt made Freshman All-America. Virginia is still the only school 
to have beaten Florida State in ACC play. That was three years ago in Char- 
lottesville. This year’s game is in Tallahassee Nov. 7. 
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Seven-Come-Eleven: Virginia joins Michigan, Nebraska and Florida State 
as the only Division I-A schools to have won seven or more games in each 
of the last 11 seasons. 

Welsh a Winner: Cavalier coach George Welsh is the winningest coach in 
ACC history (conference games only) with a 69-43-3 conference record. 
Welsh (Navy and UVa) and Bear Bryant (Kentucky and Alabama) are the 
only two coaches to have accumulated the most wins at two different schools. 
The Brooks Zone: During the month of November 1997, Virginia quar- 
terback Aaron Brooks was on fire, completing 64.7 percent of his passes 
for 1,065 yards and 14 touchdowns with only one interception. 

1997 Results: 7-4 (5-3 ACC) 

Returning Starters: 6 offense, 9 defense, no kickers 
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Tennessee ("1 


Tennessee opens the 1998 season as reign- 
ing Southeastern Conference champion 
and boasts eight returning starters on 
offense, yet the entire package is being 
rewrapped. Peyton Manning filled the air 
with footballs for four years, but now the 
focus of the attack shifts back a few steps to 
tailback Jamal Lewis, who blasted through 
opposing defenses for 1,364 yards as a true 
freshman, Tee Martin faces the mountain- 
ous challenge of replacing Manning at quarterback. After collecting splin- 
ters for two years as Manning's understudy, Martin adds another running 
threat to the offense. But make no mistake about it, Martin can, and will, 
deliver the deep ball. Peerless Price and Jeremaine Copeland are proven 
wideouts and the offensive line appears stable for the first time in three 
years. With key graduation losses and a rash of spring injuries, the Volun- 
teer defense is in some disarray and will depend on middle linebacker Al 
Wilson to steady the troops until they come together as a unit. But time is 
not on their side. Syracuse, which has a nasty habit of beating SEC teams, 
and nemesis Florida are the first two games on the schedule. 


Leader of the Pack: Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer’s winning percentage 
of .831 (54-11-0) ranks first among all active Division I-A head coaches. 
Manning’s Marks: Peyton Manning leaves Tennessee as the leading passer 
in SEC history. His career passing yardage total of 11,201 yards is also the 
NCAA'S third-best ever. 

Sackfest: Tennessee’s defense set a new school record with 47 sacks during 
the ’97 season and notched four or more sacks in each of seven contests. 
1997 Results: 11-2 (7-1 SEC) 

Returning Starters: 8 offense, 5 defense, placekicker 


Colorado 
State 


To say Colorado State was the class of the ii 
Western Athletic Conference last year 
would be an understatement. Witness the 
conference championship game, in 
which the Rams plowed New Mexico 
under in a colossal mismatch despite a 
subpar performance by outgoing quarter- 
back Moses Moreno. Ryan Eslinger 
excelled when called upon and demonstrated that the "98 Rams would 
not be found wanting at quarterback. Returning tailbacks Damon 
Washington and Kevin McDougal each thundered for more than 1,000 
yards. Last year’s defense ranked seventh nationally against scoring and 
10 starters return, Colorado State's Sept. 5 opener, against Colorado in 
Mile High Stadium, could serve as a springboard to the national spot- 
light. No one else on the schedule is anywhere near the Rams’ equal. 


Bowl Bonanza: Colorado State’s 35-24 Holiday Bowl win over Mis- 
souri marked the second straight year that the WAC champion defeated 
a Big 12 team in a bowl game. 

Ramblin’ Rams: The WAC produced seven 1,000-yard rushers in 1997, 
and Colorado State's Damon Washington and Kevin McDougal were 
the top two. In fact they were just about tied for first. Washington net- 
ted 1,112 yards, McDougal 1,111. 

The Whole Nine: Colorado State enjoys the nation’s fourth-longest win- 
ning streak, nine games, trailing only Nebraska (14), Michigan (12) and 
UCLA (10). 

1997 Results: 11-2 (7-1 WAC) 

Returning Starters: 6 offense, 10 defense, placekicker 
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There's only one Scott’ Shop Towels on a Roll: 


They’re the better alternative to ordinary cloth rags when tackling those tough, 
rs messy, greasy, Oily clean-up jobs. At home, in the workshop or around the 

= ~ garage, they can handle the toughest assignments. Scott Shop Towels on a Roll’s 
eo oe unique process binds high quality fibers with the strength of latex to provide 

cloth-like softness and durability. In fact, they’re so durable, you can use them 

_— again and again. 

You'll find Scott® Shop Towels on a Roll® in leading auto 

supply stores and major home and hardware supply centers. Don’t settle for 
imitations. Get real! Pick up a supply of Scott®Shop Towels on a Roll® today. 
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ON A ROLL® 
Performance of a cloth... at a fraction of the cost! — @ kimperty-ctark 


© 1997, Kimberly-Clark Tissue Company 


2 \Texas A&M 


Texas A&M will ride the arm of quar- 
terback Branndon Stewart and the legs 
of a deep, diversified running game to 
the top of the Big 12 Southern Divi- 
sion. Stewart possesses a rifle arm, ath- 
leticism and proven improvisational 
skills. The running back committee 
consists of Sirr Parker for speed, Dante 
Hall for quick dashes and D’Andre 
Hardeman for power. Chris Cole and 
Leroy Hodge are big-play wideouts, and tight end Derrick Spiller will 
be playing on Sundays next year. Shane Lechler launches punts to the 
tune of 47 yards per boot. Linebacker Dat Nguyen is an All-American 
by any definition of the word. The other Aggie linebackers are no 
slouches either, and everybody is back in the secondary. Both lines are 
short on experience but long on talent, and that talent better surface 
quickly with the Aggies’ opener in the Kickoff Classic Aug. 31 against 
Florida State. 


The Ball Stops Here: Nguyen has led Texas A8cM in tackles for three 
straight years. In ’97 he notched 130 stops and added another 20 in the 
Cotton Bowl loss to UCLA. 

A Little Continuity, Please: Stewart will be learning the nuances of his 
fourth offensive coordinator since joining the college ranks and his third 
since transferring to A&M from Tennessee in 1995. 

Unintimidated: Texas A&M has faced two Heisman Trophy winners in 
the Cotton Bowl Classic and beaten them both: Bo Jackson and Auburn 
in 1985 and Notre Dame with Tim Brown in 1987. 

1997 Results: 9-4 (6-2 Big 12) 

Returning Starters: 8 offense, 6 defense, punter 


2 Arizona 


The two-quarterback system rarely works 
effectively. Arizona's is one of the excep- 
tions. Keith Smith and Ortege Jenkins 
both are athletic ball handlers with the 
passing skills to operate coach Dick 
Tomey’s multiple offense. Tailback also fig- 
ures to be a two-man rotation featuring 
Trung Canidate and Leon Callen, both 
potential 1,000-yard rushers. Wide receiver 
Dennis Northcutt enters the season an All- 
America candidate but might be overshadowed by 1997 redshirt Jeremy 
McDaniel. Tight end Mike Lucky and tackle Edwin Mulitalo will steady a 
youthful offensive line through the early going. The Wildcat defense was 
hit hard by graduation, but it would be impossible to imagine a Dick 
Tomey defense that does not pressure opponents. And Tomey feels return- 
ing linebacker Marcus Bell was his best defensive player last year. The 
Wildcats are on the road for most of the early season but there are no seri- 
ous challenges until October, allowing the restocked defense time to jell. 
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Greg LeBoeuf 


Practice Makes Perfect: Arizona defenders claim senior wide receiver 
Jeremy McDaniel, who set a Pac-10 record with 283 yards on 14 recep- 
tions vs. California in 1996 but was redshirted in ’97, was the best receiver 
they faced all year. And that was in practice. 

Applying the Pressure: Arizona's defense led the Pac-10 in 1997 with 47 
sacks for 320 yards in losses. 

Long Run Trung: Wildcat tailback Trung Canidate’s 96-yard touchdown 
run against San Diego State last year smashed the school record of 88 yards 
set in 1960 by Bobby Lee Thompson in a game against UTEP. 

1997 Results: 7-5 (4-4 Pac-10) 

Returning Starters: 7 offense, 4 defense, both kickers 
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Wisconsin ~ 


Wisconsin fielded the youngest team in the 
Big Ten in 1997. The line Badger tailback 
Ron Dayne had blocking for him included 
redshirt freshmen at both guards and a con- 
verted tight end at right tackle. No wonder 
Dayne was banged up all season. The 5-10, 
258-pound All-American missed 12 quar- \ ‘ 
ters of action and still finished fifth nation- ie 


ally in rushing with 1,457 yards. With the 

line returning in force and lead-blocking 

fullback Cecil Martin entering his fourth year as a starter, Dayne will be 
plowing full-speed into opposing secondaries as he did while rushing for 
over 2,000 yards as a freshman. Eight starters are back on defense, includ- 
ing linebacker Donnel Thompson, the team’s leading tackler, and big-play 
ends Tom Burke and John Favret. The most glaring weakness appears to 
be where speed counts most, at wide receiver and cornerback, where all 
four starters are gone. Ohio State is conspicuously absent from the sched- 
ule, but Michigan is there, Nov. 14 in Ann Arbor. 


Grounding ’em Down: Wisconsin coach Barry Alvarez makes no secret 
that his offense lives or dies by the run. From 1988-92, Wisconsin aver- 
aged 139.4 yards per game rushing and compiled a record of 14-41. From 
1993-97, with 214.1 rushing yards per game, the record is 38-194. 
Jumbo: Wisconsin offensive tackle Aaron Gibson is the largest player in 
college football at 6-7, 371. 

To Boot: All-Big Ten placekicker Matt Davenport was good on 82.4 per- 
cent of his field goal tries in "97 and won two games with last-second kicks. 
Punter Kevin Stemke set a school record with a 43.9-yard average. 

1997 Results: 8—5 (5-3 Big Ten) 

Returning Starters: 9 offense, 8 defense, both kickers 


Georgia 


Georgia was the surprise team in the SEC 
East last season with a 10-2 record and a 
33-6 win over Wisconsin in the Outback 
Bowl. Continued success will have to be 
achieved without last year's yardage-gob- 
bling trio of quarterback Mike Bobo, tail- 
back Robert Edwards and wide receiver 
Hines Ward. Newcomer Quincy Carter, a 
former high school All-American who ¥ 
spent two years playing minor league base- 
ball, could move past a couple of experienced quarcerbacksi into the lineup. 
With Patrick Pass and Jasper Sanks, the tailback position is deep and dan- 
gerous. Champ Bailey, a cornerback by trade, doubled as a wide receiver 
last year and excelled on both sides of the ball. Greg Bright and Brandon 
Tolbert won't be easy to replace at linebacker, but with Bailey and Kirby 
Smart roaming the secondary and more quick, aggressive linemen than 
any one team needs, the Bulldog defense's bite is as big as its bark. 


Nice Schedule: Not only must Georgia maneuver the usual SEC East 
mine field, it picks up the three toughest teams the Western Division has 
to offer: LSU, Auburn and Ole Miss. 

Donnan Doubles: Coach Jim Donnan proved that patience pays by dou- 
bling Georgia's win total with a five-game turnaround, from 5-6 in his 
inaugural year at Athens in 1996 to 10-2 in ’97. 

Keep Him on the Field: Bulldog cornerback Champ Bailey intercepted 
three passes and deflected 10, but he didn’t stop there. He was his team's 
leading kickoff returner and made key contributions on offense, averag- 
ing 19.5 yards on 12 catches. 

1997 Results: 10-2 (6-2 SEC) 

Returning Starters: 4 offense, 5 defense, placekicker 
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53 Washington 


Dont be surprised to find Washington 
quarterback Brock Huard front and cen- 
® ter at the Downtown Athletic Club for 
this year’s Heisman Trophy extravaganza. 
Word out of Seattle is that Huskies coach 
Jim Lambright aims to air it out. The fac- 
tors that led him in that direction, besides 
Huard’s sensational passing skills, are the 
promotion of electrifying sophomore 
Ja Warren Hooker into the lineup at wide 
receiver and the graduation of tailback Rashaan Shehee with no one of 
comparable ability to replace him. The offensive line is being rebuilt 
around All-America candidate Tony Coats at guard. Butkus Award candi- 
date Lester Towns is an athletic 6-3, 240-pound linebacker who led the 
"97 Huskies in tackles and specializes in the big play, but an heir to the 
Lawyer Milloy-Tony Parrish tradition at free safety must step forward. 
Help is needed in the defensive line, and the September schedule includes 
trips to Arizona State and Nebraska, so there is no time to waste. 


Wave Bye-Bye: Seven Washington players made All-Pac-10 last year and 
all of them are gone. Two of them, guard Benji Olson and center Olin 


Kreutz, still had a year of eligibility remaining. 


Taking to the Air; Last year’s Huskies offense established a new school sin- 
gle-season record with 2,790 passing yards, breaking the old mark of 


2,721, which had stood since 1970. 

Lambright Shines: Since Jim Lambright took over as coach in 1993, 
Washington has compiled the best record in the Pac-10, both overall 
(38-19-1) and in conference play (27—12-1). 

1997 Results: 8—4 (5-3 Pac-10) 

Returning Starters: 4 offense, 6 defense, both kickers 


Michigan 
State 


My kingdom for a quarterback! Michigan 
State coach Nick Saban’s defense returns 
virtually intact and his offensive weapons 
are many and varied, but a field general is 
sorely needed. Bill Burke, last year’s backup, 
will open the season, but if he falters Saban 
wont hesitate to insert highly rated fresh- 
man Ryan Van Dyke. Tailback Sedrick 
Irvin is the best all-around back — rushing 
(1,211 yards in 1997), receiving and returning kicks — in the Big Ten. 
Gari Scott, the team MVP of last year’s Aloha Bowl, returns at one wide- 
out, and Spartan insiders can’t wait for sophomore Plaxico Burress, a fast, 
athletic 6-6 deep threat who spent last year concentrating on academics, 
to get on the field. Defensive ends Robaire Smith and Dimitrius Under- 
wood are a nightmare for opposing quarterbacks, and Amp Campbell is 
one of the top two cover corners in the conference. Michigan in Septem- 
ber and Ohio State in November are the usual stumbling blocks. 


Jumping on Top: During the 1997 regular season, Michigan State 
outscored its opponents 204-87 in the first half, and its defense didn't 
allow a first quarter touchdown until Game 10 at Illinois. 

Handoff Heaven: Since Nick Saban took over as head coach in 1995, 
Michigan State has run the ball 50 or more times in each of 11 games and 
won nine of them. 

Spartans Smell Paydirt: In 39 trips to the red zone in 1997, the Spartans 
scored 36 times (.923), with 27 touchdowns and nine field goals. 

1997 Results: 7-5 (44 Big Ten) 

Returning Starters: 5 offense, 9 defense, punter 
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North 
Carolina 


North Carolina’ fortunes will drop but not 
as much as some may expect. Carl Torbush, 
the incoming head coach, was outgoing 
coach Mack Brown's defensive coordinator, 
and Torbush remains his own defensive § 
coordinator. Three of the first-round picks 
in this years NFL draft were North Car- 
olina defenders: end Greg Ellis, tackle Von- é 
nie Holliday and linebacker Brian Simmons. The blow to rhe Tar Heels’ 
defensive front is softened by the return of end Mike Pringley, tackle Rus- 
sell Davis and linebacker Brandon Spoon. Dré Bly is the finest cornerback 
in the land. At quarterback, Oscar Davenport wont have to bail Chris Kel- 
dorf out of any more jams. Davenport has the job to himself now and 
three first-rate receivers: Na Brown, L.C. Stevens and Jason Peace. Make 
that four: Tight end Alge Crumpler is an All-America candidate. However, 
until a tailback and four new offensive linemen can be broken in, defense 
will have to carry the load. Business as usual. 


Defense Rules: North Carolina has led the ACC in total defense in each 
of the last three seasons and is the only school to rank in the top five 
nationally in every major defensive category for the last two years. 

Bly Flies High: Cornerback Dré Bly is the first two-time consensus first-team 
All-American in Carolina history. 

Stop Troop Standouts: The 1997 Tar Heels were the only team in the 
nation with finalists for the Lombardi (Greg Ellis), Butkus (Kivuusama 
Mays) and Thorpe (Dré Bly) Awards. 

1997 Results: 11—1 (7-1 ACC) 

Returning Starters: 5 offense, 4 defense, both kickers 
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Notre 
Dame 


Notre Dame stumbled to a 1-4 start in 
1997 while trying to operate in a quick- 
passing three- and four-wideout offensive 
scheme. But the real problem was on 
defense. The midseason turnaround (the 
Irish won five of their last six regular-sea- 
son games) coincided with the return 
from injury of weak-side linebacker Bob- 
bie Howard, who is back in 98 as the 
leader of a veteran linebacker corps hoping to steady a shaky defense. 
Cornerback and defensive tackle require immediate attention. Aban- 
doning the wide-open offense experiment was another factor in righting 
the ship. Ron Powlus’ successor at quarterback, Jarious Jackson, will 
energize the Irish attack with an added dimension: the option. With tail- 
back Autry Denson, who ran for 1,000 yards each of the last two sea- 
sons, and a stable of veteran offensive linemen who were born to 
run-block, the ground attack is again Notre Dame's modus operandi. 


Turning the Tables? The first four games on the Fighting Irish schedule 
are against teams that beat them last year: Michigan, Michigan State, 
Purdue and Stanford. 

Midseason Miracle: Notre Dame's 7-6 finish after starting 14 marks 
the greatest turnaround in school history. 

First Season Firsts: In 1997 Bob Davie became the only first-year head 
coach in Irish history to lead his team to a bowl game, and was the first 
to post a winning record in his inaugural year since Dan Devine in 1975. 
1997 Results: 7-6 

Returning Starters: 7 offense, 7 defense, punter 
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Sometimes the facts are all you need. 


With the introduction of Konica s color laser printer, a few facts to consider: 
One: Konica is the leading worldwide OEM manufacturer of desktop color laser 
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2 Syracuse Ole Miss 


Donovan McNabb returns to Syracuse for With Alabama struggling and Auburn in 


his senior year at the controls of an explo- for a bit of a slip in ’98, this is Ole Miss’ year 
bal sive attack. The two-time All-Big East to climb to No. 2 in the SEC West after a 
a quarterback still looks to wideouts Quin- third-place finish in 1997. Quarterback 
ton Spotwood and Kevin Johnson for the Romaro Miller modeled ballcaps and clip- 

big play. The Orangemen are well stocked boards on the sideline last year while Stew- 

at tailback with Kyle McIntosh and Dee art Patridge was busy setting new school 
Brown both returning, and three starters single-season passing records, but the highly 


Dwight King 


are back in the offensive line. If fullback rated 97 recruit now adds an element of . 
Rob Konrad can hold together for a full diversity to the Rebel attack. Tailback John ~ W 
year the offense will be well rounded and balanced. Defense, however is Avery’s all-around skills will be missed, but Deuce McAllister and Alishma 


another story. Replacing three all-conference defensive backs and line- Alexander provide a strong running game. Guard Terrence Metcalf, who 
backer Antwaune Ponds are high priorities. For Syracuse to successfully started 12 games as a true freshman, and center Matt Luke spearhead one 
defend its Big East title against a loaded West Virginia squad, coach Paul of the league's top offensive lines, and Rufus French is the SEC’s finest 
Pasqualoni’s stop troops will have to play over their heads. The season tight end. End Derrick Burgess, linebacker Armegis Spearman and free 
opens with a bang with Tennessee and Michigan on the first two week- safety Timothy Strickland give the defense some teeth. As is the case for 
ends. The October slate is more than manageable, then there is a Nov. 7 any team with NCAA sanctions in its recent past, depth is a tad thin, but 
date with the Mountaineers in Morgantown, the first-line players are top quality and coach Tommy Tuberville has them 


believing in th . The division ti i h 
Many Happy Returns: Syracuse wide receivers Quinton Spotwood and ee ee tg division <trde -cowle tbe clecacted weeny: is 


Kevin Johnson can turn a game around in a hurry — as return special- 
ists. Spotwood tied an NCAA record with four punt returns for touch- Under the Lights: Since lights were installed at Vaught-Hemingway Sta- 


downs, and Johnson added two scores on kickoffs. dium prior to the 1990 season, Ole Miss is 17-0 in night games at home. 
Scoring Machine: During the 1997 regular season, Syracuse scored a Going Bowling: Ole Miss is one of the most successful bowl teams in the 
school and Big East record 423 points. NCAA, with 15 wins (11th-most all-time) in 26 appearances (13th). 


High Marks: McNabb has set new conference marks for touchdown Deuce Tops Dou: Tailback Deuce McAlister established a school fresh- 
responsibility (passing and running) in a season (26) and career (66), man rushing record with 402 yards in 1997, bettering the old mark of 327 


and is within reach of the career record for touchdown passes with 55. set by Dou Innocent in ’91. 
1997 Results: 9-4 (6-1 Big East) 1997 Results: 8-4 (44 SEC) 
Returning Starters: 7 offense, 4 defense, both kickers Returning Starters: 6 offense, 4 defense, punter 


South 
4 coure gaa 2B 


In three years on the job, coach Bob Sim- 
mons has elevated Oklahoma State from 
also-ran to contender, Simmons, the 
1997 Big 12 Coach of the Year, calls on 
quarterback Tony Lindsay, the Big 12 
Freshman of the Year, to direct the attack. 
Lindsay threw nine touchdown passes 
and ran for nine more scores in leading 
OSU to an 8-4 season and a second-place 
tie in the Big 12 South. Tailbacks Jamaal Fobbs and Nathan Simmons 


Two-time defending Conference USA 
champion Southern Miss solidified its 
own and its conference's credibility with a 
41-7 win over resurgent Pittsburgh in last 
year’s Liberty Bowl. The task of duplicat- 
ing its 9-3 record is in the hands of 14 

\ returning starters. The pass-catch duo of 
quarterback Le P Rishert and Sherrod Gideon returns for an encore. 
Roberts threw for 2,248 yards and 16 touchdowns last year; Gideon 


caught 54 for 1,008 yards and nine scores, and tallied five 100-yard ee : son 
receiving games. The key to the offense is in replacing all-conference are back after combining for 1,557 rushing yards in "97. In fact, the top 


running back Harold Shaw, but four starters are back in a senior-laden five rushers and five of the top six receivers all return. Linebacker Ken- 


line to lead the way. End Adalius Thomas, the MVP of the Liberty Bowl, yatta Wright is the ringleader of a rugged defense that finished 14th 
overall in the nation and returns eight starters. The Texas A&¢M game 


Oct. 31 in Stillwater looms large. 
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leads a rugged Golden Eagle defensive front. The non-conference sched- 
ule is daunting, with the opener at Penn State and dates with Texas 
A&M and Alabama, but coach Jeff Bower's squad relishes the challenge. Well Worth the Wait: After their 42-16 win over Texas last Oct. 4, the 
Cowboys broke into the national rankings for the first time in almost 
nine years. They also made their first bowl appearance since 1988. 
Getting Better All the Time: After helping Bill McCartney build a win- 
ner at Colorado, Bob Simmons took over the languishing OSU program 
three years ago and has posted consecutive marks of 4-8, 5—6 and 8-4. 
Change of Venue: This year’s Oct. 3 OSU-Nebraska game, a home 
Ready Redshirts: As many as a dozen Golden Eagle redshirt freshmen See for the Cowboys, has been moved from 50,616-seat Lewis Field in 
are ready to make major contributions in ’98. Stillwater to 79,45 1-seat Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, effectively 
1997 Results: 9-3 (6-0 C-USA) changing it to a home game for the Huskers. 


Returning Starters: 8 offense, 6 defense, both kickers 1997 Results: 8-4 (5-3 Big 12) ; 
Returning Starters: 7 offense, 8 defense, placekicker 


Commanding the Conference: Southern Miss is one of only three schools 
to have captured at least a share of their respective conference titles in each 
of the last two years. The others are Syracuse and Florida State. 
Continuity Counts: Highly successful football programs tend to lose assis- 
tant coaches in droves, but Bower enjoys the luxury of his staff returning 
completely intact. 
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ACC 


. Florida State 

. Virginia 

. North Carolina 
. Clemson 

. Georgia Tech 
N.C. State 

. Wake Forest 

. Maryland 

. Duke 


Pac-10 


1. Arizona State 
UCLA 

. Arizona 

. Washington 

USC 

Oregon 

. Stanford 

. Washington State 
. California 

. Oregon State 


Big 12 
NORTH 

1. Kansas State 
Nebraska 
Missouri 
Colorado 
Kansas 
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. Texas A&M 

. Oklahoma State 
Texas 

. Oklahoma 

. Texas Tech 

. Baylor 
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Big East 


1. West Virginia 

. Syracuse 
Miami 

. Virginia Tech 

. Boston College 
. Pittsburgh 

. Temple 

. Rutgers 


Big West 


. Utah State 
Nevada 

. Boise State 

Idaho 

North Texas 

. New Mexico State 


-USA 


. Southern Miss 
. East Carolina 
Tulane 

. Cincinnati 
Memphis 

. Houston 

. Louisville 

. Army 
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EAST 

1. Florida 

2. Tennessee 

3. Georgia 

4. Kentucky 

5. South Carolina 
6. Vanderbilt 


2. Mississippi 
3. Arkansas 
4. Alabama 
5. Auburn 

6. Mississippi State 


Division FA Conference 


Predictions 


Big 10 


1. Ohio State 

. Michigan 

. Wisconsin 

. Michigan State 
. Penn State 
lowa 

. Purdue 

. Northwestern 
. Indiana 

10. Illinois 

11. Minnesota 


MAC 


Marshall 

Miami 

Ohio 

Bowling Green 
Kent 

Akron 

WEST 

Toledo 

Ball State 

. Western Michigan 
. Central Michigan 
. Eastern Michigan 
. Northern Illinois 
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MOUNTAIN 

. Colorado State 
. Wyoming 

Rice 

. Air Force 

SMU 

UNLV 

Tulsa 

. TCU 

ACIFIC 

Utah 

BYU 

. Fresno State 
New Mexico 

. San Jose State 
. San Diego State 
UTEP 

. Hawaii 
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he most striking feature of Athlon’s 1998 presea- 

son All-America team is the preponderance of 

leather-helmet types — players who would 
appear as much at home in football’s Stone Age as 
today. 

We offer our readers a quarterback who led the 
nation in pass efficiency in 1997 yet beat his cross-town 
rival as much with his feet as with his arm, and booted 
a 76-yard punt in the Cotton Bowl. We have a pair of 
running backs who deliver more punishment to oppos- 
ing tacklers than they take from them. There is a defen- 
sive lineman who, for the greater good of his team, 
played all last season out of position — will again this 
year — and performed as well as anyone in America. 

There are young men who played through injuries 
that others couldn't or wouldn't endure and still were 
the stars of their teams. The punt returner we have 
selected refuses to fair catch, yet still owns pieces of two 
NCAA records and would command consideration as 
an All-America defensive back as well. This is a unit of 
which John Madden would be proud were he a college 
football analyst. 


Cade McNown, UCLA 


McNown came of age as a junior, throwing more touch- 
down passes (24, a school single-season record) than in his first 
two seasons combined (19). He outpassed Tennessee’s Peyton 
Manning 400 yards to 341 in head-to-head competition, and 
his five first-half scoring tosses in the Bruins’ 66-3 drubbing 
of Texas also set a school record. His pass efficiency rating of 
168.6 not only led the nation, but also established a new Pac- 
10 mark. With a year left to go, McNown already owns 
UCLA's career records for completions, passing yards and total 
offense. In UCLA’s 29-23 Cotton Bowl victory over Texas 
A&M, he was 16-of-29 for 239 yards and two scores, ran for a 
touchdown and a two-point conversion, and added a 76-yard 
punt on a quick kick. 


Second Team 

Tim Couch, Kentucky 
Third Team 

Brock Huard, Washington 
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Ricky Williams, Texas 

Williams was the nation’s leading rusher a year ago with 1,893 
yards on 279 carries (6.8-yard average; 172.1 per game). And most 
of those yards, 1,113 to be exact, came after contact with defend- 
ers. He racked up six 200-yard efforts last season, including four 
on consecutive weekends. He posted four of the top six rushing 
games in Texas history and is currently 288 yards shy of 1977 Heis- 
man Trophy winner Earl Campbell’s school career rushing mark of 
4,443. The 6-0, 225-pound senior from San Diego accumulated 
2,043 all-purpose yards to become the first Longhorn ever to reach 
the 2,000-yard plateau. In addition to Big 12 Offensive Player of 
the Year honors, “Little Earl” claimed the Doak Walker Award as 
the nation’s premier running back and is this season's leading 
returning Heisman vote-getter. 


Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

Dayne’s two-year rushing total of 3,284 yards is second only to 
Georgia's Herschel Walker, and he is one of only three backs ever 
to rush for more than 3,000 yards in their freshman and sopho- 
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more years combined. After a 2,109-yard rookie campaign in 
1996, the 5-10, 258-pound tailback was handicapped in ’97 by a 
groin pull, an ankle sprain, and shoulder and neck injuries — and 
he played through them all. In addition, the line clearing the way 
for him consisted of all new starters, including three redshirt fresh- 
men. Yet he still rambled for 1,457 yards, good for fifth place on 
the Division I-A charts and a school record for a sophomore. 


Second Team 

Amos Zereoue, West Virginia 
Sedrick Irvin, Michigan State 
Third Team 

Kevin Faulk, LSU 


Jamal Lewis, Tennessee 
___ WIDE RECEIVERS 


David Boston, Ohio State 


‘ourtiland Richards 


. ee" Daye 


Boston has it all, size, strength, blazing speed and soft hands, 
and he runs precise routes. The 6-3, 205-pound junior from 
Humble, Texas, is well within range of Cris Carter's Ohio State 
career receiving record of 168 catches; Boston has caught 106 in 
his first two years. He nabbed a Big Ten-leading — and Buckeye 
single-season record — 70 passes for 930 yards and 14 touch- 
downs on his way to first-team all-conference honors last season. 


Peter Warrick, Florida State 


Warrick is the top returning receiver from the fifth-rated passing 
offense in the nation. He nabbed 53 passes for 884 yards and eight 
touchdowns during the ’97 regular season, then added three more 
catches for 82 yards in the Sugar Bowl. The junior from Braden- 
ton, Fla., with eye-popping acrobatic skills and 4.37 speed, can not 
only break a game open, he can dominate it. Just ask the folks at 


= = Clemson, whose Tigers Warrick tamed 
Fi rst Tea m Al l-Ameri Ca in last year’s contest with eight catches 
for 249 yards (31 per grab) and two 


TDs, and added another score on a 90- 


OFFENSE 
WR_ David Boston 6-3 205 Jr. Ohio State 
WR Peter Warrick 6-0 190 Jr. Florida State 
TE Jerame Tuman 6-5 249 Jr. Michigan 
OL Grey Ruegamer' 6-5 304 Sr. Arizona St. 
OL Anthony Cesario 6-6 310 Sr. Colorado St. 
OL Jamar Nesbit 6-5 320 _ ~=s Sr. South Carolina 
OL Matt Stinchcomb 6-6 285 Sr. Georgia 
OL Mike Rosenthal 6-7 315 Sr. Notre Dame 
QB Cade McNown 6-1 215 ~—sés Sr. UCLA 
RB Ricky Williams 6-0 225° i St Texas 
RB Ron Dayne 5-10 258 Jr. Wisconsin 
DEFENSE 
DL Jared DeVries 6-4 275: Si lowa 
DL Robaire Smith 6-5 264 Jr. Michigan St. 
DL Jimmy Brumbaugh 6-1 286 Sr. Auburn 
DL Montae Reagor 6-2 254 Sr. Texas Tech 
LB Andy Katzenmoyer 6-4 260 Jr. Ohio State 
LB Dat Nguyen 6-0 216 Sr Texas A&M 
LB Gary Stills 6-2 235 Sr. West Virginia 
DB ODré Bly 5-10 190 Jr. North Carolina 
DB Champ Bailey 6-1 186 Jr. Georgia 
DB Larry Atkins 6-4 222 ~ =«Sr. UCLA 
DB Antoine Winfield 5-9 180 Sr. Ohio State 
SPECIALISTS 

KR Kevin Johnson 5-11 184 Sr. Syracuse 
PR Tinker Keck 6-1 203 Sr. Cincinnati 

K Martin Gramatica 5-9 170 ~=Sr. Kansas State 

P_ Chris Sailer 5-10 200_=—sSr. UCLA 


yard punt return. 


Second Team 

Troy Edwards, Louisiana Tech 

R. Jay Soward, USC 

Third Team 

Craig Yeast, Kentucky 

Torry Holt, North Carolina State 


Jerame Tuman, Michigan 

His 23-yard touchdown catch of a 
Brian Griese pass in the fourth quarter 
of the 1998 Rose Bowl provided the 
margin of victory over upstart Wash- 
ington State and ensured a share of 
the 1997 national championship for 
the Wolverines. That play was the cap 
on a stellar junior year for Tuman. 
The 6-5, 249-pounder caught 27 
passes for a team-leading 404 yards 
during the regular season. As a 1996 
sophomore, he demonstrated his big- 
play capability with three game-win- 
ning touchdown catches. 


Second Team 

Rufus French, Ole Miss 

Third Team 

Alge Crumpler, North Carolina 
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Grey Ruegamer, Arizona State 
The fifth-year senior from Las Vegas fin- 
ished 1997 at center after starting the first 
half of the season at left tackle, and ended up 
first team All Pac-10. Ruegamer graded out 
at better than 85 percent in all but three 
games in 97 and is one of the main reasons 
Arizona State’s ground attack led the Pac-10 
with 193.8 yards per game and 4.5 per rush. 


Anthony Cesario, Colorado State 
An All-Western Athletic Conference 
performer the last two years and second- 
team All-America in 1997, Cesario is 
being touted as an Outland Trophy candi- 
date in °98. He has started 25 games in a 
row, including all 13 last year, when his 
blocking graded out at 91.3 percent for 
the season. At 6-6, 310, Cesario spear- 
headed the powerful Colorado State 
ground game with a team-leading 64 pan- 
cake blocks from his guard position. The 
Rams plowed overland for 219.3 yards per 


Second Team All-America 


game — 13th nationally — with Cesario 
leading the way. 


Jamar Nesbit, South Carolina 


Nesbit was named to the Southeastern 
Conference All-Freshman squad at guard 
in 1995 and has been a regular all-confer- 
ence tackle ever since. He was a second- 
team Athlon Sports preseason All-American 
a year ago and has continued to improve 
from one week to the next. The 6-5, 320- 
pounder played nearly every offensive snap 
in ’97 and enjoyed the best football of his 
career in the last month. 


Matt Stinchcomb, Georgia 

One of two repeaters on Athlon Sports 
1998 preseason All-America offensive line, 
Stinchcomb enters his third year as a regu- 
lar starter at Georgia. In 1997, the Bulldogs 
finished near the top of the Southeastern 
Conference charts in every offensive cate- 
gory with Stinchcomb’s 285-pound, 6-6 
frame anchoring the line. As a freshman in 
1995, Stinchcomb played in every game at 
guard before being moved to tackle for his 
sophomore year. 


OFFENSE 
WR_ Troy Edwards 5-10 200 Jr. Louisiana Tech 
WR R. Jay Soward 5-11 175 Jr. USC 
TE Rufus French 6-4 245 Jr. Mississippi 
OL Tony Coats 6-7 300 Sr. Washington 
OL Solomon Page 6-6 300 Jr. West Virginia 
OL Derek Smith 6-6 309 Sr. Virginia Tech 
OL Jon Jansen 6-7 299 Jr. Michigan 
OL Jeno James 6-4 298 Jr. Auburn 
QB Tim Couch 6-5 223 Jr. Kentucky 
RB Amos Zereoue 5-10 200 Jr. West Virginia 
RB Sedrick Irvin 6-0 223 Jr. Michigan State 
DEFENSE 
DL John Thornton 6-3 300 Sr. West Virginia 
DL Adewale Ogunleye 6-4 260 Jr. Indiana 
DL DarrenHoward 6-4 240 Jr. Kansas State 
DL Jevon Kearse 6-5 254 Jr. Florida 
LB Chris Claiborne 6-3 250 Jr. USC 
LB Sam Sword 6-2 242 Jr. Michigan 
LB Jeff Kelly 6-0 245 Sr. Kansas State 
DB Marcus Ray 6-O 210 Jr. Michigan 
DB Arturo Freeman 6-1 197 Sr. South Carolina 
DB Anthony Poindexter6-1 220 = Sr. Virginia 
DB Ralph Brown 5-9 180 Jr. Nebraska 
SPECIALISTS 

KR Ben Kelly 5-10 175 So. Colorado 
PR Quinton Spotwood 5-11 178 Jr. Syracuse 

K Brad Palazzo 5-11 185 Sr. Tulane 

P John Baker 6-3 207 Jr. North Texas 
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Mike Rosenthal, Notre Dame 
After a consensus high school All-Amer- 
ica senior year at Penn High in Mishawaka, 
Ind., Rosenthal walked right into regular 
duty on the Notre Dame offensive line, 
starting three games at tackle as a freshman. 
He is set to return to tackle in 98 after two 
years as a starting guard. The 6-7, 315- 
pound senior was an Athlon Sports presea- 
son All-American a year ago and did not 
disappoint. He was one of only five players 
to start every game for the Irish on offense 
in "97. Second-year Notre Dame coach 
Bob Davie believes Rosenthal to be the 
finest offensive lineman ever to play in the 


shadow of the Golden Dome. 


Second Team 

Tony Coats, Washington 
Solomon Page, West Virginia 
Derek Smith, Virginia Tech 
Jon Jansen, Michigan 

Jeno James, Auburn 

Third Team 

Brandon Burlsworth, Arkansas 
Craig Page, Georgia Tech 
Todd Frohbieter, Arkansas State 
Ryan Young, Kansas State 

Rob Murphy, Ohio State 


Jared DeVries, lowa 

A first-team All-Big Ten selection and sec- 
ond-team All-America in 1997, DeVries has 
started all 36 games in his three-year career. 
With another year to go, the 6-4, 275- 
pound terror already owns lowas career 
records for tackles for losses (60), as well as 
the resulting lost yardage (318) and sack 
yardage (254), and is tied for the career lead 
in sacks with 33. Last season DeVries saved 
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his best performance for national co-cham- 
pion Michigan, when he notched 11 tackles, 
including four for loss and three sacks, broke 
up a pass and caused a fumble. 


Robaire Smith, Michigan State 
Smith seems to spend as much time in 
opponents’ backfields as do their ball carri- 
ers. The 6-5, 255-pound junior from Flint, 
Mich., led the 97 Spartans in tackles for 
loss (15 for 65 yards) and sacks (11 for 57 
yards) and displayed a penchant for the big 
play. In the season opener against Western 
Michigan he returned a fumble 37 yards 
for a touchdown. In the regular-season 
finale against Penn State, another apparent 
score with a 50-yard return of his first 
career interception was nullified by a clip- 


ping penalty. 


Jimmy Brumbaugh, Auburn 
Brumbaugh has been a starter ever since he 
set foot on the Auburn University campus in 
1995. At 6-1, 286, he is a natural nose guard, 
and that was his home on the Tiger defensive 
front his first two years. Then last season, to 
fill a team need at end, Brumbaugh moved 
outside. Playing out of position — and miss- 
ing two whole games and part of another 
with an injury — he still led all Auburn down 
linemen with 78 total tackles, including 40 
solos. He also led the team with five sacks and 
tied for the team lead with nine tackles for 
losses. When the dust cleared, the Keystone 
Heights, Fla., native found his customary 


spot on the All-SEC first team. 


Montae Reagor, Texas Tech 

Reagor, a 6-2, 254-pound senior from 
Waxahachie, Texas, led the Red Raiders 
in °97 with 18 tackles for 106 yards in 
losses and posted 10% sacks from his 
defensive end post. He led the conference 
with five caused fumbles and was second 
among the league’s down linemen with 
97 stops. After notching 16 tackles 
against Nebraska and 14 against Texas 
A&M, Reagor was a unanimous all-con- 
ference choice and second-team All- 
America. Three more sacks will give him 
the school record. 


Second Team 

John Thornton, West Virginia 
Adewale Ogunleye, Indiana 
Darren Howard, Kansas State 
Jevon Kearse, Florida 

Third Team 

Josh Williams, Michigan 

Ed Chester, Florida 

Rosevelt Colvin, Purdue 
Antonio Dingle, Virginia 


Andy Katzenmoyer, Ohio State 

As a sophomore in 1997 Katzenmoyer 
won the Butkus Award, a piece of hardware 
named for a man who played the game the 
way he does, with demonic zeal. Katzen- 
moyer is 6-4, 260 pounds of mean spirit 
with speed. “He's like a dog going after a 
piece of meat or guarding a house,” Michi- 
gan State tailback Sedrick Irvin says. “He's 
vicious.” As a raw recruit fresh out of West- 
erville (Ohio) South High in ’96, Katzen- 
moyer led a team that boasted two veteran 
All-Big Ten defensive ends in tackles for loss 
(23) and sacks (12). He is the first Buckeye 
gridder to wear No. 45 since two-time 
Heisman Trophy winner Archie Griffin 
almost a quarter-century ago. 


Dat Nguyen, Texas A&M 
Nguyen has led the Aggies in tackles each 
of his first three seasons in College Station. 
He notched 130 tackles and scored a pair of 
touchdowns on returns last season, one with 
an interception and one with a fumble. For 
the year, he recovered four fumbles and 
caused three. In the Cotton Bowl, Nguyen 
posted 20 tackles, including 15 solos, and 
intercepted a Cade McNown pass, which he 
lateraled to a passing DB for a score. Coin- 
cidentally, his name is pronounced “Win.” 


Gary Stills, West Virginia 

The Mountaineers’ starting rush end, 
Stills suffered three major injuries over the 
course of the 1997 season, yet ranked sec- 
ond in the Big East with 11 sacks and was 
named first-team all-conference. A 6-2, 
235-pound package of speed and tenacity, 
he played the early season with a sprained 
knee and the second half of the campaign 
with a compound fracture of the left thumb 
that required surgery. In the Notre Dame 
game, Stills dominated while playing the 
second half with a fractured kneecap. 


Second Team 

Chris Claiborne, USC 

Sam Sword, Michigan 

Jeff Kelly, Kansas State 

Third Team 

Eric Barton, Maryland 

Peter Sirmon, Oregon 

Mark Simoneau, Kansas State 


Dré Bly, North Carolina 
The way defense is played in college 


football today, superior cover corners are 


Courtland Richards 


worth their weight in gold — and Carolina 
claims the best. After intercepting 11 
enemy aerials as a true freshman in "96, Bly 
was fortunate to have a ball thrown any- 
where near him last year, yet he still came 
up with five pickoffs. A Virginia native 
generously listed at 5-10, he was the lead- 
ing All-ACC vote-getter on either side of 
the ball and is now the first player ever at 
North Carolina to have been named con- 
sensus All-America twice. 


Champ Bailey, Georgia 

Bailey solidified his hold on a starting 
cornerback assignment for the Bulldogs 
before the end of his freshman year in 
1996. He started all 11 games during 
Georgia’s resurgence in °97 and came 
through with 10 pass breakups and three 
interceptions. The 6-1, 174-pound junior 
is being heralded as Georgia's best defensive 
back since Terry Hoage (1980-83). In part- 
time offensive duty a year ago, Bailey aver- 
aged 19.5 yards on 12 pass receptions. 


Larry Atkins, UCLA 

One of six semifinalists for the 1997 Jim 
Thorpe Award, Atkins averaged 31 yards 
per return on five regular-season intercep- 
tions. He also recovered three fumbles, 
including two against Arizona, and col- 
lected four sacks from his strong safety 
post. His 65-yard interception return 
sparked a UCLA rally late in the first half 
of the Tennessee game. In the Bruins’ rout 
of Texas, Atkins notched a sack and two 
picks. And in the Cotton Bowl, his inter- 
ception with 13 seconds remaining put his 
team’s 29-23 win over the Aggies on ice. 


Antoine Winfield, Ohio State 
Winfield led last year’s Buckeye D in 
tackles with 100, including 82 solos and 
eight for loss from his cornerback post. He 
also registered a team high 12 passes bro- 
ken up and two interceptions. The 5-9 
senior from Akron is the best cover corner 
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this side of Chapel Hill, and he also is a 
force against the run. He made 13 tackles 
in the Missouri game and 10 against 
Michigan. Ohio State coach John Cooper 
calls Winfield the best cornerback he has 
had in his 21 years as a head coach. 

Second Team 

Marcus Ray, Michigan 

Arturo Freeman, South Carolina 

Anthony Poindexter, Virginia 

Ralph Brown, Nebraska 


Third Team All-America 
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Third Team 

Antwan Edwards, Clemson 
Teako Brown, Florida 

Pierson Prioleau, Virginia Tech 


Chris McAlister, Arizona 
PLACEKICKERS ~ 


Martin Gramatica, Kansas State 

Gramatica became the first major 
award winner in Kansas State football 
history when he brought the 1997 Lou 
Groza Collegiate Placekicker Award to 
Manhattan. He was a consensus first- 
team All-American after leading the 
nation in field-goal accuracy (19-for-20, 
.950). His 19 field goals in 1997 are a K- 
State single-season record, and he is the 
Wildcats’ career scoring leader with 218 
points. The senior from Buenos Aires, 
Argentina hit a 55-yard boot against 
Ohio U. in 1997 to tie a Big 12 record. 

Second Team 

Brad Palazzo, Tulane 

Third Team 


Shayne Graham, Virginia Tech 


OFFENSE 
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WR Craig Yeast 5-9 171 Sr. Kentucky 
WR_ Torry Holt 6-1 193 Sr. NC State 
TE Alge Crumpler 6-3 250 Jr. North Carolina 
OL Brandon Burlsworth 6-3 301 = Sr. Arkansas 
OL Craig Page 6-3 288 Sr. Georgia Tech 
OL Todd Frohbieter 6-6 325 Sr. Arkansas State 
OL Ryan Young 6-6 330 Sr. Kansas State 
OL Rob Murphy 6-5 300 Jr. Ohio State 

QB Brock Huard 6-5 220 Jr. Washington 
RB Kevin Faulk 5-10 192 Sr. LSU 
RB Jamal Lewis 6-1 225 So. Tennessee 

DEFENSE 
DL Josh Williams 6-3 271 So. Michigan 
DL Ed Chester 6-4 283 Sr. Florida 
DL Rosevelt Colvin 6-3 245 Sr. Purdue 
DL Antonio Dingle 6-3 302 Sr. Virginia 
LB Eric Barton 6-3 226 Sr. Maryland 
LB Peter Sirmon 6-2 246 Jr. Oregon 
LB Mark Simoneau 6-0 230 Jr. Kansas State 
DB Antwan Edwards 6-1 210 Sr. Clemson 
DB Teako Brown 5-11 197 Sr. Florida 
DB Pierson Prioleau 5-10 191 Sr. Virginia Tech 
DB Chris McAlister 6-2 185 Sr. Arizona 
SPECIALISTS 

KR Ketric Sanford 5-10 200 Jr. Houston 
PR Troy Walters 5-8 170 Sr. Stanford 

K Shayne Graham 5-11 196 Jr. Virginia Tech 

P Shane Lechler 6-2 220 Jr. Texas A&M 


PUNTERS 
Chris Sailer, UCLA 


Sailer was an All-American a year ago as 
both a punter and placekicker, and he also 
kicks off, making him the first player since 
Frank Corral in 1977 to handle all three 
chores for the Bruins. His 56-yard field goal 
in last year's Oregon game is a school-record. 
He averaged 43.7 yards per punt during the 
1997 regular season (47.5 in the final three 
games), when he boomed 18 punts of at 
least 50 yards and pinned opponents inside 
their 20-yard line 16 times. As a freshman in 
1995, he launched one 81 yards against 
Washington State. 


Second Team 

John Baker, North Texas 
Third Team 

Shane Lechler, Texas A&M 


Kevin Johnson, Syracuse 

Johnson brought back 14 kickoffs for 
the Orangemen in 1997, averaging an eye- 
popping 36.7 yards per return. He set a 
school single-season record and tied the 
career mark with two touchdowns as a kick 
returner, taking the opening kickoff of the 
Kickoff Classic against Wisconsin 89 yards 
to paydirt and adding a 91-yarder against 
Pittsburgh. 


Second Team 

Ben Kelly, Colorado 
Third Team 

Ketric Sanford, Houston 


PUNT RETURNERS| 


Tinker Keck, Cincinnati 

In his first year out of Hutchinson 
(Kan.) Community College, Keck tied 
NCAA records for punt return touch- 
downs in a game (two) and season (four). 
What makes his 14.7-yard average (eighth 
nationally) remarkable is his out-and-out 
refusal to take a fair catch except under 
explicit instructions from the bench. He is 
a fearless north-south runner with a light- 
ning-quick first step. 


Second Team 

Quinton Spotwood, Syracuse 
Third Team 

Troy Walters, Stanford 
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the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 
scenes and show you the real per- 
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Preseason All-SEC 


Offense 


WR Jermale Kelly 6-4 187 So. South Carolina 
WR Craig Yeast 5-9 171 Sr Kentucky 
TE Rufus French 6-4 245 Jr. Mississippi 
OL Matt Stinchcomb 6-6 285 Sr. Georgia 
OL Jamar Nesbit 6-4 330 Sr. South Carolina 
OL Brandon Burlsworth 6-3 301 #£=Sr. Arkansas 
OL Jeno James 6-4 298 Jr. Auburn 
C Todd McClure 6-2 280 Sr. LSU 
QB Tim Couch 6-5 223 Jr. Kentucky 
RB Jamal Lewis 6-1 225 So. Tennessee 
RB Kevin Faulk 5-10 192 Sr. LSU 
Defense 
DE Jimmy Brumbaugh 6-1 286 Sr. Auburn 
DT Ed Chester 6-4 283 Sr. Florida 
DT Anthony McFarland 6-1 290 Sr. LSU 
Predicted DE Chris Hood 6-1 286 Sr. Alabama 
LB Jevon Kearse 6-5 254 Jr. Florida 
Ortlay wt Finish LB Johnny Rutledge 6-2 246 Sr. Florida 
LB Al Wilson 6-0 226 #£Sr. Tennessee 
CB Champ Bailey 6-1 186 Jr. Georgia 
East West CB Fernando Bryant 6-0 177 Sr. Alabama 
1. Florida 1. LSU S Teako Brown 5-11 197 Sr. Florida 
2. Tennessee 2. Mississippi S ArturoFreeman 6-1 197 Sr. South Carolina 
3. Georgia 3. Arkansas Specialists 
4. Kentucky 4. Alabama K Jeff Hall 6-0 182 Sr. Tennessee 
P Jeff Walker 6-0 205 Jr. Mississippi State 
5. South Carolina 5. Auburn KR Boo Williams | 5-11 211 Jr. South Carolina 
6. Vanderbilt 6. Mississippi State PR Kevin Faulk 5-10 192 Sr. LSU 


appeared this wide open. Oh, the favorites are clear cut, for 

sure, but forget about making any mindless preseason assump- 
tions this summer about which team will leave the Georgia Dome 
in December with a league title and Super Alliance berth. 

In the Eastern Division, the air of invincibility no longer lingers 
around Florida. Tennessee, finally, has an SEC championship, but 
no Peyton Manning to help the Volunteers defend it. Georgia 
seemingly has risen from its mediocrity and appears poised to 
rediscover its former glory. Kentucky is armed with a Heisman 
Trophy-candidate quarterback in Tim Couch. South Carolina has 
its deepest teams in years, one that Brad Scott had better take 
advantage of. Vanderbilt lost most of its best defensive players, 
but has shown under Woody Widenhofer that it can frustrate the 
best of offenses. 

Out West, Louisiana State, with its stable of sensational run- 
ning backs, looks like the team to beat, but haven't we heard that 
before? The Tigers, winners of three straight bowl games, have 
been in late-season command of the division the last two years, 
only to squander the opportunity with inexplicable defeats (at 
home, no less). Alabama won't be as bad as last year (How could 
it be?). Auburn is the defending Western Division champ, but was 


[: been a while since the Southeastern Conference race has 
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rocked by an off-season of adversity. Ole Miss shook off its pro- 
bation shackles with an inspired and bowl-victorious season. Mis- 
sissippi State is an enigma capable of beating anyone on its side. 
Arkansas returns more starters than any team (20) and (get this, 
folks) plans to pass the ball — a lot — under new coach and for- 
mer Razorback quarterback Houston Nutt. 

The last time things were this nutty in the SEC might have 
been 1990, when a trio of schools (Alabama, Auburn and Ten- 
nessee) returned as defending champions, but watched probation- 
strapped Florida, under new coach Steve Spurrier, roll to the 
league's best record using a weapon that seemed almost foreign to 
the rest of the SEC: the forward pass. And the Gators, due to 
NCAA sanctions, weren't allowed the title. 

Since then, the likes of Tennessee, Georgia, Auburn and Ken- 
tucky have gone to pass-first schemes, though you can look for the 
Gators, Vols and Bulldogs all to run the ball more this season. 
Florida, with inconsistent quarterbacking for the first time this 
decade, took to the ground last year. Tennessee and Georgia, with 
versatile, option-type quarterbacks calling the signals, will do so 
this year by choice. 

Hold on. It’s going to be a wild and unpredictable ride to 
Atlanta. 
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Tony George 


sk just about any program in the country 

A if a season that includes wins over teams 

like Tennessee, Auburn, Florida State 

and Penn State is one to remember. Chances are, 

the answer would be a resounding, “Absolutely!” 
Florida is not just any program anymore. 

While 1997 provided some memorable 

moments — like the come-from-behind 32-29 

victory over the nation’s No. 1 team, archrival 

Florida State — the Gators’ 10-2 season holds 


the dubious distinction of being their first in five 
years without a Southeastern Conference title. 
“ » ‘a . 

It was a good year,” Coach Steve Spurrier 

says. “But without any sort of championship, it 


cant be called a great year.” 

The Gators had their chances. Florida routed 
Peyton Manning and Tennessee early in the sea- 
son and overcame the suspension of starting 
quarterback Doug Johnson with a crucial and 
decisive win at Auburn. But losses at LSU (the 
first conference defeat for the Gators in 25 
games) and against Georgia (Spurrier’s first loss to 
the Bulldogs) found Florida watching Tennessee 
play Auburn for the SEC title in December. 

For the Gators, 1998 is all about playing for 
championships. Anything less can only be 
“good,” not “great.” 


quarterbacks 


All sorts of questions abounded when the 
Gators broke spring camp. Sophomore Jesse 
Palmer clearly outperformed returning starter 
Doug Johnson in the spring game. To make mat- 
ters worse for Johnson, he left a month later to 
honor the third season of his summer profes- 
sional baseball commitment to the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays. Palmer, meanwhile, remained in 
Gainesville all summer to work with his 


Steve Woltmann 


receivers. How much all that weighs into 
Spurrier’s thinking in the fall remains to be seen, 
but both players have strengths and weaknesses. 

Johnson, a junior, is a known commodity. He 
was solid — sometimes spectacular — in leading 
Florida to five straight wins to start the ’97 sea- 
son. But a zero-TD, four-interception nightmare 
at LSU was compounded by a curfew violation. 

Palmer, a sophomore, played in six games as a 
true freshman. He started at Auburn but was 
benched in the second half. He's a deft thrower 
with good mechanics and seems to get better 
every day. Yet he still lacks what Johnson has — 
game (and winning) experience. 


running backs 


Florida bid farewell to Fred Taylor, the school’s 
fourth all-time rusher and No. 1 draft pick. 

Should Spurrier have to turn to the running 
game, he hopes senior Terry Jackson can provide 
a boost. Jackson, who missed the final eight 
games of the year following reconstructive knee 
surgery, rushed for 1,168 yards and 14 touch- 
downs during his first two seasons, but moved to 
fullback last year to get him and Taylor on the 
field at the same time. Jackson can be an explo- 
sive runner and excels as a receiver. He'll benefit 
from exceptional blocking by fullback Rod Fra- 
zier, who understands and accepts his role. 

Junior Eugene McCaslin can play either spot 
in the backfield and has breakaway capability. A 
trio of incoming freshmen — Parade All-Ameri- 
can Earnest Graham, along with speedsters 
Robert Gillespie and Chucky Marks — comprise 
probably the best incoming class of running 
backs in the nation. 


receivers 


Did anyone think they'd see the day that a 
Florida team’s biggest weakness was at receiver? 
The Gators lost All-American Jacquez Green to 
the NFL and their second-leading receiver, Jamie 
Richardson, to a brush with the law. Senior 
Travis McGriff (24 catches, 363 yards, 3 TDs) is 
experienced, but he’s not the sort of gamebreaker 
the Gators have been used to under Spurrier. 

The two most promising youngsters are 
sophomores Darrell Jackson and Travis Taylor. 
Redshirt freshman Brian Haugabrook has shown 
some encouraging signs. The best-case scenario is 
that fifth-year senior Nafis Karim (37 catches, 
one TD for his career) escapes Spurrier’s dog- 
house and reaches his immense potential. 


offensive linemen 


The unit took an unexpected hit when three- 
year starter Mo Collins bolted early for the NFL, 
but the offensive line goes as many as 12 deep. 
Eight started at least one game last season. 
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Courtland Richards 


Johnny Rutledge 


Senior Zach Piller is one of the league's 
best (and strongest) tackles when healthy. 
Junior Cooper Carlisle has his moments, 
and filled in adequately the last two seasons 
when Piller or Collins could not play. 
Guards Ryan Kalich and Cheston Blacks- 
hear aren't that big but combined for 20 
starts last season. Junior Corey Yarbrough 
has bounced back and forth from center to 
guard, but will assume snapper duties for 
good this season. Junior Pat Browning and 
Notre Dame transfer Leon Hires will be top 
backups and will push for starting time. 

So) The number of Florida play- 

ers — Mo Collins, Fred Taylor 


and Jaquez Green — among the 
first 34 chosen in the NFL Draft. 


defensive linemen 


There is no better inside tackle tandem in 
the nation than senior All-America candi- 
date Ed Chester and rock-solid junior Reg- 
gie McGrew. Chester has quickness, agility 
and strength to stop the run or rush the 
passer. McGrew is virtually immovable 
inside and a force against the run. They also 
make wonderful teachers for gifted backups 
Derrick Chambers, Buck Gurley and red- 
shirt freshman Gerard Warren, a future star. 

On the outside, seniors Willie Cohens 
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Mr. Florida Football 


As a player, Steve Spurrier brought 
more notoriety to Florida than anyone 
in the program’s history when he won 
the Heisman Trophy in 1966. Twenty- 
four years later, Spurrier was back at 
Florida Field, this time as head 
coach, and over the last eight sea- 
sons has led the Gators — who had 
never won a Southeastern Confer- 
ence title — to an 83-16-1 record, a 
59-8 mark in SEC play, five confer- 
ence championships and one 
national championship. 


attacking scheme. Senior strong safety Tony 
George will return to corner, and Stoops 
hopes either junior Dock Pollard, sopho- 
more Cedric Warren or redshirt freshman 
Mike Gipson can handle the other corner. 

Senior free safety Teako Brown had six 
interceptions in "97. Free safety Rod 
Graddy made some monster plays late in 
the season as a freshman and had a stellar 
spring. Marquand Manual would have 
played some safety as a true freshman, but 
an injury earned him a redshirt. 


specialists 
Kicker Collins Cooper and punter 


Steve Woltmann 


and Tim Beauchamp project as defensive 
ends, but Thaddeus Bullard and Anthony 


Mitchell will work into the rotation in pass- 


Robby Stevenson are back, but the coaches 
may look to incoming freshman David 
Wasielewski, a prep All-American from 


rushing situations. 


linebackers 


Linebacker Jevon Kearse 
enters his junior, and prob- 
ably last, season at Florida. 
Kearse, at 6-5, 254, is an 
absolute beast who plays 
full-bore all day and runs 
like a safety. He could have 
been a first-round draft 
pick this year. 

As good as Kearse is, 
don't sell weak-side line- 


backer Johnny Rutledge or 


) strong-side Mike Peterson 


short. Both are big-play 
defenders. This is a line- 
backer corps that, com- 
bined with the defensive 
line, comprises the best 
front seven in the country. 


defensive 
backs 


Florida must replace 
both corners, an important 
task given the position’s 
prominence in defensive 
coordinator Bob Stoops’ 


Tampa. Wasielewski missed just two field 
goals last season with a long of 53 and aver- 
aged 44 yards per punt. 


Outside the Huddle 


Home cookin’ The Gators have won 21 straight 
games at Florida Field (a.k.a. “The Swamp”). Under 
Spurrier, the Gators are 47-2 at home. 

Elite Company The Gators are one of only two 
Division | schools, along with Florida State, to finish 
in the AP top 10 each of the last seven years. 
Beating the best Florida defeated three confer- 
ence champions in 1997: Tennessee (SEC), Florida 
State (ACC) and Southern Miss (Conference USA). 
Grounded (sort of) The '97 Gator offense was 
the first in Spurrier's 11 seasons as a head coach 
not to finish among the nation’s top 10 passing 
teams. Its 276.3 yards per game ranked 15th. 
Balance Since Spurrier came to Florida in 1990, 
the Gators have passed the ball 51.2 percent of the 
time, while running it 48.8. 

Oh, brother! Starting fullback Rod Frazier is the 
younger brother of former Nebraska star Tommie 
Frazier, who guided the Cornhuskers to back-to-back 
national championships (1994-95), including a 
62-24 blowout of the Gators in the ‘96 Fiesta Bowl. 
Speed to burn Incoming freshman wide receiver 
John Capel, a Parade All-American from Brooksville, 
Fla., won the 100- and 200-meter events at the 
National Scholastic Championships in 1997 with 
times of 10.10 and 20.93. 
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1997 Record: Head C 
1998 Florida Roster SEC Record: Steve Saaniee 


0. NAME POS. cL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN . 
i Alestock, lan FB ait aa So. Bartonsville, MD 89 Kinney, Erron TE 66 270 Jr. Ashland, VA 1998 Signees 
30 Alexander, Bennie CB 5-9 174 Fr. Raiford, FL 43 Korn, Josh P 5-9 195 Jr. Lighthouse Pt.,FL NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
93 Beauchamp, Tim DE 62 260 Sr. Oak Hill, FL 65 Latson, Shad DE 6-1 263 Jr. Gainesville, FL Reche Caldwell RB 6-1 195 Tampa, FL 
77 Blackshear,Cheston G 6-3 266 Jr  Jacksonville,FL 23 Lewis, Demetrius SS 6-0 201 Jr. Decatur,GA Named to PrepStar's All America team and ranked 
48 Brown, Alex {B 6-3 245 Fr. White Springs, FL 38 Link, Art LB 6-41 234 Sr Jacksonville, FL among the top five prep quarterbacks in the nation by 
75 Brown, Ben G 65 294 Fr Clearwater, FL 4 Manuel,Marquand SS 6-0 197 Fr. Miami, FL PrepStan:6,936 career passing yas. witht? TDS. 
33 Brown, Teako FS 5-14 197 Sr. Miami, FL 32 McCaslin, Eugene RB 6-2 247 Jr. Tampa, FL John Capel WR 5-11180 Brooksville, FL 
73 Browning, Pat G 64 328 Jr Tampa, FL 36 McCoun, Matt FS 6-1 188 So. Ocala, FL Ray eat the plat dash sage 
57 Bryan, Scott OT 6-4 289 Jr Longwood, FL 92 McGrew, Reggie DT 6-2 302 Jr, Mayo, FL tect HONS TOR event Bive Ba 
44 Bullard, Thaddeus DE 64 248 J. Live Oak,FL 3 MoGriff, Travis WR 5-8 180 St. Gainesville, FL jeectal Recruiting Aulsor, named to Me Farede® 
67 Campbell, Jayme DT 6-2 260 So. Alachua, FL 98 Mitchell, Anthony DE 6-5 256 Jr. Louisville, MS Tablous Carter DB 6-2.495 Ft. Valley GA 

i arter fe A 

70. Carlisle, Cooper OT 66 294 Jr. McComb, MS 96 Moody, Thomas DT 6-3 289 Fr. Seville, FL Ranked among the country's Too’ 45) prospects et 
2 Carroll, Bo TB 59 170 So. Norristown, PA 16 Olmstead, Tim QB 6-2 194 Fr Binghamton, NY strong safety by National Biuechip Recrulting Service; 
91 Chambers, Derrick OT 6-4 289 So. Lawndale, NC 56 Owens, Daryl LB 5-10 223 So. jackson, MS — SuperPrep ranked him among the Top 30 overall play- 
94 Chester, Ed DT 64 283 Sr. Spring, Hill, FL 7 Palmer, Jesse QB 6-2 226 So. Nepean, ON ers in the Dixie Region. 
55 Cohens, Willie DE 63 269 Sr. Starke, FL 29 Peterson, Mike LB 6-2 224 Sr. Alachua, FL perrick Corker DB 5-11.165 Ft, Lauderdale, FL 
95 Cooper, Collins K 5-10 187 Sr. Jacksonville, FL 69 Piller, Zach OT 6-6 322 Sr. Tallahassee, FL Named to PrepStar’s All-America Team; posted 17 
45 Davis, Andra LB 6-1 248 Fr Live Oak, FL 28 Pollard, Dock CB 5-8 179 Jr. Bradenton, FL career ints. despite missing most of his junior sea- 
37 Davis, Reggie FS 6-0 197 Jr, Bradenton, FL 84 Roberts, Rob TE 6-2 243 Fr, Dade City, FL 
31 Dudley, Craig CB 5-9 182 So. Ft. Lauderdale,FL 58 Rutledge, Johnny LB 6-2 246 Sr. Belle Glade, FL Robert Cromartie DB 5-9 175 East Point, GA 
82 Edge, Dwight TE 6-6 236 So. Apopka, FL 81 Schiralli, Nick WR 6-0 195 Jr. W. Palm Beach, FL — Named the top comerback prospect in the country by 
35 Farmer, Luke Fe 6-0 239 Fr. St, Petersburg, FL 85 Shipp, Steve WR 6-1 193 Fr Charlotte, NC ae il taeobpl Ml yee 
34 Ferguson, Joe CB 5-10 185 So. Miami, FL 39 Sims, Teddy LB 6-0 236 So. Belle Glade, FL beam Team; had 23 tackles and three ints, last season. 
40 Frazier, Rod FB 5-11 233 So. Bradenton, FL 6 Skinner, lan WR 5-7 170 So. Miami, FL 

Gipson, Mike CB 5-11 182 Fr. Oak Ridge, IN 72 Story, Deac G 64 294 Sr. Winter Park, FL and SuperPrep's AlhAmerica teams; PrepStar named 

Gooch, Vannez RB 5-8 175 So, Jacksonville, FL 66 Strange, Erik G 6-4 292 Fr. Orlando, FL him to its All-America tearm and as one of the Top 15 
47 Graddy, Rod FS 6-1 203 So. Cuthbert, GA 19 Taylor, Travis WR 6-1 192 So. Jacksonville, FL offensive line prospects in the Southeast Region. 
99 Gurley, Buck DT 6-2 263 So. Tallahassee, FL 78 Walker, Kenyatta OT 6-5 300 Fr. Meridian, MS Robert Gillespie RB 5-10 180 Hattiesburg, MS 
15 Haugabrook, Brian WR 6-1 204 Fr. Wildwood, FL 27 Warren, Cedric CB 5-9 182 So. VirginiaBeach, VA — SuperPrep ranked him among the top 30 players 
83 Hewitt, Thomas WR 6-2 202 Jr. Orlando, FL 61 Warren, Gerard OT 6-4 304 Fr. Raiford, FL overall in the nation; rushed for 1,957 yds. in 1997 
63. Hillard, Tommy C 63 281 Fr Jacksonville, FL 80 Willis, Alex WR 6-0 178 So, Jacksonville, FL with 26 TDs. 

Hires, Leon G 6-4 286 So. Bradenton, FL 62 Yarbrough, Corey C 62 296 Jr Glen St. Mary,FL  gamest Graham RB 5-410 210 Cape Coral, FL 
9 Jackson, Darrell WR 6-0 197 So. Tampa, FL 14 Young, Billy QB 5-9 204 Jr Haines City, FL Florida's Mr. Football for Class 6A schools; named to 
22 Jackson, Terry RB 6-0 218 Sr. Gainesville, FL 76 Younkin, Michael LS 60 244 Jr. Winter Park, FL the Parade All-America Team; rushed for 5,740 yds. 
12 Johnson, Doug QB 62 215 Jr Gainesville, FL 74 Zedalis, Zac G 6-3 296 So. Alachua, Fu. #a¥ninet cine ORINS Xen PSTEel, 

Jorgensen, David C 6-4 270 Fr. Hartford, CT Marcus Johnson LB 6-4 200 Rockledge, FL 
St) keke yen G8 SOS Hout, pa eveepnpemeen ec tinige 
8 Karim, Nafis WR 5-11 190 Sr. Marietta, GA side linebacker; finished with 120 total tackles and 
42 Kearse, Jevon LB 6-5 254 Jr. Ft. Myers, FL 14 sacks his senior year. 
41 Kelsey, Keith ie 6-1 236 Jr. Newberry, FL 


Todd Johnson DB 6-1 180 Sarasota, FL 
Named to SuperPrep’s All-American Team; 91 tackles 
and six interceptions in 1997. 


Top Returning Leaders 
David Jorgensen OL 6-5 285 Hartford, CT 


Passing: Doug Johnson, 148-269-2,023-12, 21 TDs eianreyenmenm nner) restaisccon Ia 


Rushing: Bo Carroll, 42 car., 317 yds., 2 TDs America Team and that publication ranked him the 
top center prospect in the nation; enrolled at Florida 


Receiving: Travis McGriff, 24 rec., 363 yds., 3 TDs [Risenrens 


Killingsworth, Tre 5-11 165. Jr. Orlando, FL 


Depth Chart 


OFFENSE (5) 


WR_ 3 Travis McGriff (Sr., 3); 9 Darrell Jackson (So., 1) 
LT 69 Zach Piller (Sr., 2); 57 Scott Bryan (Jr., 2) 


LG 77 Cheston Blackshea (J, 2) Leon ies (So, 0) AE a OUR 52 oo wlth 
C 62 Corey Yarbrough (Jr., 2); 63 Tommy Hillard (Fr., 0) Dialect N MIE ad] Oa Sd iee aN ee Hee tH’ Halonah Bleehins RETR She 
RG 51 Ryan Kalich (Jr, 2); 73 Pat Browning (Jr., 2) Kicking: Collins Cooper, 6-11 FGs, 48-54 XP vical fistledy Clase EA eélecton inal Ns 
RT 70 Cooper Carlisle (Jr., 2); 73 Pat Browning (Jr., 2) Tackles: Johnny Rutledge, 67, 44 solo Chuck Marks RB 5-10 185 Albany, GA 
TE 89 Erron Kinney (Jr., 2); 82 Dwight Edge (So., 1) Sacks: Jevon Kearse, 6.5 Ranked aniong the country's top 25 prospects at 
QB 12 Doug Johnson (Jt, 2);7 Jesse Palmer (So, 1) iil inane eter epee 
i) ’ " 
FB 40 Rod Frazier (So., 1); 35 Luke Farmer (Fr., 0) pti pe Pe aca eat iste diva 
TB 22 Terry Jackson (Sr., 3); 32 Eugene McCaslin (Jr., 2) 1998 Schedule erahe te tate pone fhe corey at ae 
K 95 Collins Cooper (Sr., 2); David Wasielewski (Fr., Q) Sept.5 The Citadel safety; had 78 tackles and seven ints. as a senior, 
Sept. 12 NE Louisiana Mike Pearson OL 6-7 285 Seffner, FL 
A firstteam USA Topay Al-Ame’ lection; ed 
DEFENSE (6) Sao oe 7 Lies to Parnes Alb Aneta Tear: named 1dsPrapstars 
DE 55 Willie Cohens (Sr., 3); 11 Thaddeus Bullard (Jr., 1) SDRerE. AeATAREEAS iL Oct 
DT 94 Ed Chester (Sr., 3); 99 Buck Gurley (So., 1) Oct 10 LSU eet ic rsck ai Ae rters Pihcrrpmesraia hig 
DT 92 Reggie McGrew (Jr., 2); 91 Derrick Chambers (So., 1) Cee ie Auburn ished 1997 with 68 tackles and 14 sacks, 
DE 93 Tim Beauchamp (Sr., 3); 98 Anthony Mitchell (r., 2) 0 t 31.46 ia@ Aaron Walkers (TE. 6250236 Ming, Ft! 
LB 58 Johnny Rutledge (Sr., 3); 41 Keith Kelsey (Jr., 2) N ee eae er Named to SuperPrep AlLAmerica team and that pub- 
LB 42 Jevon Kearse (Jr., 2); 56 Daryl Owens (So., 1) Ov. at Vanderbi t lication ranked him among the top seven tight end 
LB 29 Mike Peterson (Sr., 3); 39 Teddy Sims (So., 1) Nov. 14 — South Carolina rosette Wi the TON: Sa cera 
CB 27 Cedric Warren (So., 1); 28 Dock Pollard (Jr., 2) Nov. 21 at Florida State wiilisaaisl i cise eee 
cB 1 Tony George (Sr, 3); 31 Craig Dudley (So., 1) @Jacksonville, FL Named to reo) All-America Team; National 


Bluechip Recruiting Service ranked him among the 
top three kickers in the nation. 


SS 4 Marquand Manuel (Fr., 0); 23 Demetrius Lewis (Jr., 2) 5 od 
FS 33 Teako Brown (Sr., 3); 47 Rod Graddy (So., 1) Rising Star 
P 87 Robby Stevenson (Sr., 3); David Wasielewski (Fr., 0) (MCI Felg tip oFTol aie (SSS eft l aan a= Se) ote Kirk Wells TE 6-3 210 Riverdale, GA 


i ‘ 7 Named to SuperPrep All-America Team; caught 13 
more who received a trial by fire as a true passes for 221 yds. In 1997; The National Recruiting 


(#) indicates number of returning starters freshman, starting the Auburn game in (Reise OrCcn nami emC> mera’ -.1aCu 
BOLD indicates returning starters , i prospects in the nation. 
Number after class indicates letters won Doug Johnson’s absence. Palmer is a ; 


physically gifted, fearless player who has ee eats 0B re ae , Caras, GA 
A : : : lamed one of the top 25 cornerback prospects in 
impressed coaches with his work ethic. the country by National Bluechip Recruiting Service; 
recorded 103 tackles and four ints. in 1997. 
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You need soft hands to catch his passes. 
And DIRECTV to catch more of his games. 


tal NFL SUNDAY TICKET"- up to 13 regular season games a week. 


+ 9|, Whether it’s a legend like John Elway or a whole team that gets you pumped up on 
i ds - Sundays, you'll see more of their games on DIRECTV? After all, with NFL SUNDAY TICKET, 
you can choose the matchups you want to see. So follow your favorite teams. Catch the biggest 
battles. You’re in control of up to 13 action-packed games every week. With 
NFL SUNDAY TICKET, the power is in your hands. So don’t drop it. Get DIRECTV. 


SEE A DEMO TODAY AT YOUR FAVORITE ELECTRONICS RETAILER, INCLUDING: ; 
——— DIRECTY. 
| (Buy RadioShack. Wards What Are You Looking At?™ 


. 
www.directv.com Also available for apartments. Blackout restrictions apply. To receive NFL SUNDAY TICKET, the DSS* receiver must’be continvously connected to a land-based phone line. Commercial locations 
require an appropriate license agreement. Commercial signal theft is subject to civil and criminal penalties. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change. DIRECTV programming is provided in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of the DIRECTV Customer Service Agreement, a copy of which is provided with your first DIRECTV billing statement. Hardware and programming sold separately. Equipment specifications may vary in 
Alaska. NFL SUNDAY TICKET is a registered trademark of NFL Enterprises, L.P. ©1998 DIRECTY, Inc. DIRECTV, DSS and “What Are You Looking At?” are trademarks of DIRECTY, Inc., a unit of Hughes Electronics Carp. 
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Tony Small 


eorgia coach Jim Donnan lives by one 
G philosophy. “Things are never as good as 

they seem and never as bad as they 
seem,” he says. 

Things certainly weren't as bad as they 
appeared in 1996, when the Bulldogs limped to 
a 5-6 record in Donnan’s rookie campaign at 
Georgia, which included losses to inferior 
opponents Southern Mississippi, Kentucky and 
Ole Miss. 

Donnan’s second year, however, was very good, 
producing the program's first 10-2 season since 
1992 with a 33-6 win over Wisconsin in the 
Outback Bowl. The Bulldogs ended a seven-year 


ame" 


_ < 


losing streak with a 37-17 win over the defend- 
ing national champion Florida Gators, and beat 
archrival Georgia Tech for the seventh straight 
year with a come-from-behind, 27-24 win. 

After losing 14 of 24 regulars from last season's 
squad, though, are things really as good as they 
now seem? 


quarterbacks 


Georgia hasn't had a quarterback controversy 
since 1991, but that’s what the Bulldogs are 
anticipating after the graduation of Mike Bobo, 
the SEC's top-rated passer a year ago. 

Junior Jon England and sophomore Mike 
Usry are the most experienced quarterbacks, but 
the pair has combined to throw only 12 passes. 
Redshirt freshman Daniel Cobb could be Geor- 
gia’s best passer, but off-season shoulder surgery 
kept him out of spring drills. 

The most intriguing option is former Parade 
All-American Quincy Carter, who originally 
signed with Georgia Tech in 1996 before opting 
for professional baseball. Carter has the athleti- 
cism Donnan can develop, and the freshman 


Courtland Richards 


could grab the starting job if he can overcome 
the rust of a two-year layoff. 


running backs 


Georgia returned to its Tailback U roots last 
season, averaging 169.9 yards per game to finish 
second in the SEC in rushing. While much of 
the ground game centered around departed star 
Robert Edwards, hard-nosed senior Olandis 
Gary, a Marshall transfer, rushed for 381 yards 
and seven touchdowns as a backup in 11 games. 

The Bulldogs could be strong in the backfield 
again if junior Patrick Pass is able to rebound 
from a disappointing sophomore slump. But 
there’s not much depth behind the pair, so Geor- 
gia is counting heavily on former Parade All- 
American Jasper Sanks, who attended prep school 
last season. Senior Ronnie Bradley and sopho- 
more Brett Millican also could see some carries. 


receivers 


The Bulldogs lost their top two wideouts, 
Hines Ward and Corey Allen, to graduation, but 
Donnan expects to fill the gaps with talented 
senior Tony Small, the team’s most underrated 
player last season, who finished with 26 catches. 
Sophomore Michael Greer is a bit undersized, 
but seems to catch every ball thrown near him. 

Champ Bailey had limited action at wideout 
as a sophomore, and the starting left cornerback 
will see more time on offense. Among the more 
promising newcomers are converted quarterback 
LaBrone Mitchell, speedy sophomore Thad 
Parker and sophomore Jermaine Phillips, who 
also could see time in the secondary. Some insid- 
ers are saying Phillips has the ability to become 
one of Georgia's best all-time wide receivers. 

Georgia could have the SEC’s best 1-2 punch 
at tight end in seniors Larry Brown and Jermaine 
Wiggins, who combined for 31 catches and four 
scores last season. Sophomore Jevaris Johnson 
and redshirt freshman Randy McMichael give 
the Bulldogs a lot of depth at tight end. 


offensive linemen 


The line was a big reason for Georgia's unex- 
pected success last season. The Bulldogs have a 
pair of potential high NFL draft picks in senior 
tackles Matt Stinchcomb and Chris Terry. Junior 
Steve Herndon, a part-time starter, returns at left 
guard, and versatile sophomore Jonas Jennings 
could start at either right guard or center. Senior 
Kelvin Williams, junior Miles Luckie and sopho- 
more Reginald Stargill give the Bulldogs ade- 
quate depth across the front. 


defensive linemen 
The defensive line is perhaps the Bulldogs’ 
most talented unit. Junior-college transfers 
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Courtland Richards 


_ 


Ww 
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Matt Stinchcomb 


Emarlos Leroy and Antonio Cochran are 
poised to to flourish after promising junior 
seasons. Cochran had 47 tackles and a sack 
at rush end last year, despite being plagued 
by injuries. Leroy is huge and has the abil- 
ity to become a major plug in the middle 
at noseguard. Junior Brandon Miller 
returns and will battle talented sophomore 
Richard Seymour for the starting job at 
Buck end. 

Senior Paul Snellings could be Georgia's 
top run-stopper at Bandit tackle. Senior 
Rich Robich has the speed to become a 
dominating pass rusher, and sophomores 
Demetric Evans and Marcus Stroud are 
potential stars. 


The total number of 

passes thrown by Georgia’s 

six scholarship quarterbacks. 

Junior Jon England and sophomore 

Mike Usry are the only signal callers 
who have any game experience. 


Georgia lost the heart of its linebacking 
corps in departed seniors Greg Bright and 
Brandon Tolbert. Junior Orantes Grant was 
the Bulldogs’ second-leading tackler with 
81 total stops a year ago and has the talent 
to develop into one of the SEC’s best out- 
side linebackers. Sophomore Adrian 


76 


Every Georgia runner is still com- 
pared to the incomparable Herschel 
Walker (1980-82), perhaps the most 
dynamic freshman ever to play col- 
lege football. Walker won the Heis- 
man Trophy in 1982 after three 
consecutive Seasons as a consen- 
sus All-American. He led Georgia to 
the 1980 national championship, 
three consecutive SEC titles, a three- 
year record of 33-3 and three 
straight Sugar Bowl appearances. 


Robert Arnaud are the leading candidates 
at strong safety. Incoming freshmen Ter- 
real Bierria and Tim Wansley could play 
their first year. 


The kicking game was Georgia's biggest 
deficiency last season. Donnan has made 
placekicking a premium this year. Junior 
Hap Hines has hit 14-of-21 field goals in 
his career, but struggled with range and 
consistency last season. Junior Chad Holle- 
man could be a factor if Donnan opens up 
the job. The Bulldogs must also replace 
four-year punter Dax Langley; backup 


Courtland Richards 


Hollingshed is a potential starter in the 
middle after playing in all 11 games last sea- 
son. Junior Dustin Luckie had 30 tackles 
and two sacks and is the leading candidate 
at the other outside spot. 

Georgia has little depth here, so incom- 


ing freshmen Kawika 


quarterbacks Jon England and incoming 
freshman Nate Hybl are the top candidates. 

Bailey is one of the SEC’s more explosive 
kick returners. Sophomore Michael Greer 
was fifth in the league on punt returns, aver- 
aging 8.7 yards per return. 


Mitchell and Will Wither- 
spoon could be thrown into 
the fire immediately. 


Bailey is being described 
as Georgia's best defensive 
back since two-time All- 
American Terry Hoage in 
1980-83. He may be the 
SEC’s best cover corner, 
and finished with 48 tackles 
and three interceptions last 
season. Senior Glenn Ford 
is the leading candidate at 
the other cornerback spot, 
but could be pushed by 
junior Jeff Harris, who 
missed the spring because 
of academic problems. 

Senior free safety Kirby 
Smart tied for second in 
the SEC with six intercep- 
tions last season, and 
juniors Earl Chambers and 


Bulldogs coach Jim Donnan 
inherited a program that hadn’t won more than six 
games since 1992, and in only his second year, he 
turned Georgia into an SEC contender with a 10-2 
record. Donnan was one of six finalists for the 1997 
Paul “Bear” Bryant Coach of the Year Award and was 
named SEC Coach of the Year by his peers. 


ir Junior cornerback Champ Bailey says 
his younger brother, Rodney “Boss” Bailey, may be the 
family’s best player. Boss Bailey signed with Georgia 
in February and could push for playing time at line- 
backer if he recovers from a knee injury. Champ 
played his first two seasons in Georgia's secondary 
with his older brother, departed cornerback Ronald. 


Junior linebackers Dustin and Mike 
Luckie hope to have opponents seeing double. They 
comprise two-thirds of a set of triplets, with the third 
brother, Miles (the largest at 278 pounds) contending 
for the starting center job. 


In Donnan's first season, the Dogs fin- 
ished last in the SEC in turnover margin. Last year, 
they finished second in turnover margin in the league 
with 20 takeaways to 12 turnovers, and were first in 
fewest penalties with 39 — 28 better than the sec- 
ond-best team. 
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NO. NAME 


30 
31 
49 

4 
25 
87 
20 


47 
38 
it 
10 

8 
rat 
43 

7 
22 
37 
58 
36 
13 
29 
73 
41 
27 
44 
95 
75 


Adrine, Bruce 
Arnaud, Robert 
Atrice, Walker 
Beall, Jeremiah 
Bailey, Champ 
Bradley, Ronnie 
Brown, Larry 
Callaway, Nick 
Carter, Quincy 
Chambers, Earl 
Cochran, Antonio 
Cobb, Daniel 
Davis, Quentin 
England, Jon 
Evans, Demetric 
Fleming, Ryan 
Ford, Glenn 
Gary, Olandis 
Goodman, Adrian 
Grant, Orantes 
Greer, Michael 
Harris, Jeff 
Hene, Doug 
Herndon, Steven 
Hines, Hap 
Holleman, Chad 
Hollingshed, Adrian 
Hunter, Marcus 
Jennings, Jonas 
Johnson, Jevaris 
Kendrick, Randall 
Kerr, Joshua 
Kirkland, Seth 
Larkin, Clint 
Leroy, Emarlos 
Lewis, Jeremy 
Lonon, Anthony 
Luckie, Dustin 
Luckie, Mike 
Luckie, Miles 
Mallard, Josh 
Mann, Larry 


73 Steve Herndon (Jr., 2); 52 Brad Register (So., 1) 


SLB 
$s 
Ss 
RB 


HT. WT. 

6-4 230 
5-11 200 
6-0 193 
5-11 170 


CB/WR 6-1 186 


RB 
TE 
RB 
QB 
Ss 
DE 
QB 
CB 
QB 
NG 
LB 
CB 
RB 
DE 
WLB 
AL 
CB 
LB 
G 
K 
K 
MLB 
OT 
G 
TE 
oT 
C 
oT 
oT 
NG 
LS 
DL 
SLB 
MLB 


FS 6-2 
Depth 


5-9 217 
6-5 260 
5-10 191 
6-3 190 
6-1 200 
6-4 275 
6-5 220 
5-11 181 
6-1 206 
6-4 270 
6-2 224 
5-9 180 
5-11 216 
6-1 204 
6-1 215 
5-10 173 
6-0 181 
6-0 217 
64 295 
5-8 179 
5-11 178 
6-3 227 
6-1 269 
6-4 310 
6-6 248 
66 270 
6-3 242 
6-7 287 
6-3 300 
6-2 304 
63 228 
64 251 
6-1 225 
6-0 230 
6-1 278 
6-3 232 
189 


cL. 
Fr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Jt. 


Chart 


1998 Georgia Roster 


POS. 


HOMETOWN 
Atlanta, GA 
Morrow, GA 
Decatur, GA 

Sacramento, CA 
Folkston, GA 
Albany, GA 
Decatur, GA 
Washington, GA 
Ellenwood, GA 
College Park, GA 
Montezuma, GA 
Marietta, GA 
Forsyth, GA 
Duluth, GA 
Haynesville, LA 
Panama City, FL 
Columbus, GA 
Washington, DC 
Jackson, GA 
Atlanta, GA 
Athens, GA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Alpharetta, GA 
LaGrange, GA 
Marietta, GA 
Marietta, GA 
Fort Valley, GA 
Daphne, AL 
College Park, GA 

Anniston, AL 
Clinton, TN 
Clinton, TN 

Martinez, GA 

Gainesville, GA 
Albany, GA 
Morrow, GA 
Sylvania, GA 


. Stone Mountain, GA 
. Stone Mountain, GA 
. Stone Mountain, GA 


Savannah, GA 
Atlanta, GA 


OFFENSE (4) 


9 Tony Small (Sr., 2); 3 Thad Parker (So., 41) 
79 Matt Stinchcomb (Sr., 3); 61 Kelvin Williams (Sr., 0) 


59 Miles Luckie (Jr, 1); 57 Josh Kerr (Fr., 0) 
75 Jonas Jennings (So., 1); 63 Reginald Stargill (So., 1) 
70 Chris Terry (Sr., 3); 55 Brady Pate (So., 1) 


87 Larry Brown (Sr., 3); 89 Jermaine Wiggins (Sr., 1) 


36 Michael Greer (So., 1); 13 LaBrone Mitchell (Fr., 0) 
8 Jon England (Jr., 1); 15 Mike Usry (So., 0) 

22 Olandis Gary (Sr., 1); 25 Ronnie Bradley (Sr., 1) 
6 Patrick Pass (Jr, 2); 39 Brett Millican (So., 1) 

41 Hap Hines (Jr., 2); 27 Chad Holleman (Jr., 0) 


DEFENSE (5) 
51 Brandon Miller (Jr., 2); 93 Richard Seymour (So., 1) 


94 Emarlos Leroy (Sr., 1); 71 Demetric Evans (So., 0) 
96 Paul Snellings (Sr., 3); 97 Marcus Stroud (So., 1) 
38 Antonio Cochran (Sr., 1); 33 Rich Robich (Sr., 1) 


OLB 50 Dustin Luckie (Jr., 1); 88 Curt McGill (Fr., 0) 
MLB 44 Adrian Hollingshed (So., 1); 53 Mike Luckie (Jr., 1) 
OLB 58 Orantes Grant (Jr., 2); Will Witherspoon (Fr., 0) 

CB 4 Champ Bailey (Jr., 2); 10 Quentin Davis (Jr., 2) 

CB 7 Glenn Ford (Sr., 3); 13 Jeff Harris (Jr., 2) 

SS 17 Earl Chambers (Jr., 2); 30 Robert Arnaud (Jr., 2) 
FS 16 Kirby Smart (Sr., 3); 1 Larry Mann (Jr., 1) 


P 


8 Jon England (Jr., 1) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


. NAME 


McGill, Curt 
McMichael, Randy 
Miller, Brandon 
Millican, Brett 
Mitchell, LaBrone 
Paine, Travers 
Parker, Thad 
Pass, Patrick 
Pate, Brady 
Phillips, Jermaine 
Register, Brad 
Robich, Richard 
Robinson, Cory 
Seymour, Richard 
Sills, Bruce 
Small, Tony 
Smart, Kirby 
Snellings, Paul 
Stargill, Reginald 
Stinchcomb, Matt 
Stroud, Marcus 
Sweatt, Bronson 
Talton, Chad 
Terry, Chris 
Vasilios, Travios 
Usry, Mike 
Wiggins, Jermaine 
Williams, Dave 
Williams, Kelvin 
Wilson, Matt 


6-4 
6-3 
6-1 


. HT. WT. 


243 
217 
302 


5-11 193 


6-1 
6-4 
5-9 


196 
250 
156 


5-11 209 


6-5 
6-2 
6-5 
6-4 


277 
195 
266 
254 


5-11 185 


6-6 
6-3 
6-2 


286 
255 
215 


5-10 183 


6-5 
6-2 
6-6 
6-6 
6-2 
6-3 
6-5 
6-3 
64 
6-2 


273 
285 
285 
298 
276 
209 
280 
304 
213 
260 


5-11 214 


6-5 
6-2 


295 
252 


1997 Record: 
SEC Record: 


cL. 


HOMETOWN 
Snellville, GA 
Fort Valley, GA 
Greensboro, GA 
Lilburn, GA 
Marietta, GA 
Augusta, GA 
Atlanta, GA 
Tucker, GA 
Dallas, TX 
Roswell, GA 
Roswell, GA 
Bradenton, FL 
Tucker, GA 
Gadsden, SC 
Rome, GA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Bainbridge, GA 
LaGrange, GA 
LaGrange, GA 
Lilburn, GA 
Barney, GA 
Sopchoppy, FL 
Rockmart, GA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Longwood, FL 
Tallahassee, FL 
East Boston, MA 
Friendswood, TX 
Walterboro, SC 
Gainesville, GA 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Mike Usry, 4-7-54-0, 1 TDs 


Rushing: Olandis Gary, 66 car., 384 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Tony Small, 26 rec., 362 yds., 1 TD 
Scoring: Olandis Gary, 8 TDs, 48 points 


Punting: none 


Kicking: Hap Hines, 7-12 FGs, 30-33 XP 
Tackles: Orantes Grant, 81 tackles, 41 solo 
Sacks: Orantes Grant, 2.5 

Interceptions: Kirby Smart, 6 for O yards 


1998 Schedule 


Sept. 5 


Sept. 
Sept. 


12 
19 


Oct. 3 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


10 
17 
24 
31 
14 
21 
28 


Kent 
at South Carolina 


Wyoming 


at LSU 
Tennessee 


Vanderbilt 


at Kentucky 


Florida@ 
at Auburn 


Mississippi 
Georgia Tech 
@Jacksonville, Fla. 


Rising Star 
Sophomore defensive lineman Marcus 
Stroud finished with 26 tackles and two 
sacks as a sophomore, and physically 


dominated opponents on several occa- 
sions. One of the nation’s top recruits in 
1996, Stroud appears poised to break 


into the starting lineup. 


Head Coach 
6-2 Jim Donnan 


1998 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Rodney Bailey 1B 64 220 Folkston, GA 
USA Tooay honorable mention All-America; injured 
much of his senior season; posted 143 career tack- 
les and three ints. 


Terreal Bierria DB 6-3 205 Slidell, LA 
USA Topar second-team All-American; Class 5A Alt- 
State; recorded 1114 tackles as a senior. 


Cap Burnett DB 6-2 210 College Park, GA 
Named Class 2A All-State; recorded 147 tackles and 
seven ints. as a senior, 


Terrance Edwards QB/ATH 6-2 175 Tennille, GA 
Named Class 2A All-State; CNN/SI Top 100 player; 
Gatorade Player of the Year for Georgia. 


George Foster DE 6-6 290 Macon, GA 
Named Class 4A All-State; recorded seven sacks as 
@ senior. 


Tony Gilbert LB 6-1 225 Macon, GA 
Named Class 4A All-State; recorded 105 tackles and 
two ints. as a Senior. 


Nate Hybi QB 6-4 215 Hazethurst, GA 
Named Class 2A All-State; had over 3,600 yds. pass- 
ing for 38 TDs in his career. 


David Jacobs DL 6-4 245 Atlanta, GA 
Named Class 3A All-State; as a senior recorded 130 
tackles and 34 sacks; recorded 75 career sacks. 


JR. Jenkins WR 6-0 185 Lake Butler, FL 
Two-time all-state selection; named the sixth best 
football athiete in the nation by SuperPrep; helped 
lead team to 52 consecutive victories. 


lan Knight TE/DL6-5 250 Sneliville, GA 
Named Class 4A All-State; graded out at 91 percent 
as a blocker; caught five passes for 60 yds. and a 
TD. 


Ben Lowe OL 6-4 275 The Rock, GA 
Named Class 4A All-State and All-Middle Georgia; 
recorded 25 pancake blocks during his senior sea 
son, 


Jessie Miller LB 6-2 225 Tennille, GA 
Named Class 2A All-State; a CNN/SI Top 100 player; 
had 151 tackfes and 14 sacks as a senior. 


Kawika Mitchell LB 6-2 240 Casselberry, FL 
Named first-team all-state, All-Central Florida and all- 
city as a senior; finished senior year with 110 tackles 
and two blocked kicks. 


Tyrone Roberston DE 6-5 295 Danville, VA 
USA Tonay second-team All-American; named all- 
state, ali-region and all-metro in high school; 
attended Fork Union Military Academy last season. 


Jasper Sanks RB 6-2 220 Columbus, GA 
USA Topay firstteam All-American in high school; 
attended Fork Union Military Academy last year, rush- 
ing for 1,047 yds. and 13 TDs. 


Terin Smith DL 6-4 221 Folkston, GA 
Named Class A All-State; USA Topsy honorable men- 
tion All-America. 


Keith Stephens OL 6-3 325 Columbus, GA 
Named Class 4A All-State first team; graded out at 
over 84 percent blocking over three-year prep career. 


Jon Stinchcomb OL 6-6 260 Lilburn, GA 
USA Topsy first-team Al-America; Parade All-America; 
graded out at more than 90 percent blocking during 
four-year high school career. 


Regan Torbert QB 6-4 205 Fort Valley, GA 
Named Class-3A All-State; USA Tooay honorable men- 
tion All-America; passed for over 1,100 yds. and six 
TDs while rushing for 700 yds. and 11 TDs. 


Ken Veal DL 6-2 295 Cedartown, GA 
Named Class 2A All-State; USA Tonay honorable men- 
tion All-America; recorded 104 tackles and seven 
sacks in 1997. 


Tim Wansley DB 5-10 175 Buford, GA 
Named Class A AikState; finished his career with 12 
Ints.; defending Class A state champion in the 100 
meters. 


Will Witherspoon LB 6-2 215 Panama City, FL 
USA Topay Player of the Year in Florida; recorded 112 
tackles as a senior. 


Chad Young DL 6-6 270 Cohutta, GA 


USA Topay honorable mention All-America; all-state 
and all-area. 
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Derek Homer 


ot long after he coached the University of 
N Kentucky basketball team to its 20th vic- 

tory, Wildcats’ basketball coach Tubby 
Smith took a telephone call from a cranky fan. 
The questioner wondered: “The way you're win- 
ning games is wonderful, but why can’t you be 
more entertaining like the football team?” 

No greater compliment could be paid Hal 
Mumme for the job he did in guiding the Wild- 
cats to a 5-6 record during his first season after 
arriving from Valdosta State. This was a UK 
team that defeated Alabama for the first time in 
75 years and tilted the scoreboard by averaging 
nearly 32 points and 474 yards per game. 


Good. But not good enough. 

So says Mumme, who understands there must 
be real growth in expectations. Nothing less than 
a winning record and a bowl game will be accept- 
able this season. 

“Yeah, I think we do (have to go to a bowl) 
Mumme says. “I know I don’t want to think 
about not going to one. Getting near the top (of 
the SEC) is very, very doable.” 

Doable eventually, but not this year. Although 
the Wildcats return nine starters from an offense 
that rang up an average of 28.5 points on 
Florida, Tennessee, LSU and Mississippi State — 
all losses — too many holes remain in a defense 
that allowed 55 or more points three times. 

Defense was the emphasis of a dynamite 
recruiting class led by USA Tobay defensive 
player of the year Dennis Johnson, but the unit 
remains too young to withstand trips to Florida, 
LSU and Tennessee. 


quarterbacks 


Tim Couch didn’t need much time to adjust 
to Mumme’s multiple-wide receiver air attack — 


» 
> 


Brian Tirpak 


maybe one series. The powerful junior started 
the season by burning Louisville for four touch- 
downs and 398 yards — and he never stopped 
throwing darts, finishing the season by dropping 
476 yards and two scores on Tennessee. 

Couch'’s school-record 37 touchdowns and 
SEC-record 3,884 yards passing tell you why 
you'll find him near the top of every 1998 Heis- 
man Trophy forecast. And after watching Couch 
shave off 10 pounds during an off-season weight- 
room regimen, Mumme predicts his quarterback 
can post even more dazzling numbers. 

“He'll be much more comfortable reading 
defenses and knowing our system,” Mumme 
says. This is one place, though, where the Wild- 
cats cannot withstand an injury. Backup Dusty 
Bonner has attempted only 14 passes. 


running backs 

Forgotten in UK’s air raid is a surprisingly 
effective running game. Junior Anthony White, 
who will move to a slotback role this fall, deliv- 
ered 100-yard games against Alabama and Indi- 
ana. Sophomore Derek Homer should get more 
than last year’s 88 carries while moving from full- 
back to the featured runner in a one-back set. 

Both backs averaged close to six yards per 
carry, and the versatile White also pulled in four 
touchdown receptions. 


receivers 


Playing wide receiver at Kentucky became one 
of the most glamorous jobs in college football 
last season. There's never a boring snap. Eight 
players contributed at least 24 receptions, and six 
of those performers will return, each with a dif 
ferent strength. 

Diminutive senior Craig Yeast, who led the 
team with 73 catches and 10 touchdowns, plays 
the role of game-breaker. Jimmy Robinson, a tall, 
lanky junior, delivers the tough catches over the 
middle. Rugged senior Lance Mickelsen is the 
possession guy. Tight end Jimmy Haley can catch 
the short ball or the long ball. And sophomore 
Quentin McCord, who returns from the side- 
lines after starting six games as a true freshman in 
1996, can spell Yeast, Robinson or Mickelsen. 


offensive line 


The surest sign of the strength of this unit was 
this: Couch was able to play the entire season 
without serious injury. The UK quarterbacks suf- 
fered only 31 sacks in 562 passing plays, a pro- 
tection rate of 95 percent. 

The run blocking was surprisingly effective 
and should only get better. Mumme welcomes 
back four starters, led by massive, savvy tackles 
Kris Comstock and Jonas Liening, both mem- 
bers of the SEC Academic Honor roll. Jeremy 
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Kris Comstock 


Streck takes over at left guard, allowing 
Mike Webster to hop past center Jason 
Watts and assume the job at right guard. 


Passing yardage in 1997 for 

Tim Couch, who shattered the 

32-year-old school record of 1,823 

set by Rick Norton — and did it in the 

sixth game of the season. Couch rang 

up nine 300-yard passing games, 
including three 400-yard games. 


defensive line 

If any player generated as many headlines 
in high school as Couch did, it’s Johnson, 
who arrives from Harrodsburgh High after 
turning down Notre Dame, Ohio State and 
dozens of other schools. Considering that 
opponents averaged 4.5 yards per carry run- 
ning the ball on UK last season, look for 
Johnson to get a long look at defensive end. 

Nearly every other spot will also be open 
as defensive coordinator Mike Major tries to 
incorporate more speed into his attacking 
style. Mumme liked the way senior defen- 
sive end Robert Jones came on in Novem- 
ber, forcing two fumbles, and defensive 
tackles Mark Jacobs and Marvin Major will 
also have jobs until someone takes them. 


linebackers 


Junior Jeff Snedegar has the ability and 
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the temperament to dominate games, if he 
can stay healthy. Shoulder problems limited 
his playing time in the final three games, 
and teams started running at him. But 
Snedegar still led the Wildcats with 97 tack- 


Dwight Kin 


(Mr. Kentucky Football 


Quarterback Derrick Ramsey 
(1975-77) doesn’t show up atop 
many statistical categories in the UK 
record book — except wins. Ramsey 
was the last QB to lead Kentucky to a 
10-win season (1977). A year earlier 
he took the Wildcats to a 9-3 season 
that included a victory over Penn 
State as well as a 21-0 Peach Bowl 
romp over North Carolina. Ramsey, 
who still ranks third at UK with 25 
rushing touchdowns, played 10 pro 
seasons as a tight end. Currently, 
he’s an analyst on the UK TV network. 


Cover at cornerback is another story. 
Sophomore Eric Kelly is the only returnee, 
but Mumme plans to examine at least four 


other candidates. The Cats need help. 
specialists 


Mumme wants his punter to dump most 
kicks out of bounds. Considering that 
requirement, senior Jimmy Carter had a 
remarkable season, averaging 40.2 yards 
and dropping 10 punts out of bounds 
inside the 20-yard line. Sophomore Seth 
Hanson drilled 30-of-31 extra-points and 
four field goals in seven attempts; obviously, 
Mumme would rather go for touchdowns 
than kick field goals. 

Yeast dances dangerously with punt and 
kickoff returns, taking a punt 85 yards for a 
score last year and a kickoff 97 yards for 
another. 


B 


les, most of them bone-cracking hits. Junior 


Outside the Huddle 


Lee Wesley finally settled 
into an outside linebacker 
role and contributed nine 
tackles for loss. Johnson fig- 
ures to contend for playing 
time here, and Mumme is 
excited about — speedy 
sophomore Teddy Nep- 
tune, a native of Montreal. 


defensive 
backs 


This is another area 
where Mumme and Major 
have hung a “Help 
Wanted” sign. UK gave up 
22 touchdown passes and 
was burned deep repeat- 
edly in critical situations. 
Sophomore free _ safety 
Willie Gary was named 
freshman all-SEC because 
of his tackling skills but 
needs to close on the ball 
quicker. Despite his youth, 
he'll be a leader of this 


unit. 


Don’t touch that scoreboard The goal posts 
tumbled at Commonwealth Stadium last Oct. 4. And 
why wouldn’t they? That was the night Kentucky beat 
Alabama, 40-34 in overtime, for the Wildcats’ first vic- 
tory over the Tide since 1922, a streak that covered 
31 games. By season’s end, souvenir shops were 
selling framed snapshots of the scoreboard for $120. 


Mir. Fix-it Kentucky isn’t the first program Hal 
Mumme has tried to resurrect. At lowa Wesleyan, he 
inherited an 0-10 team and went 7—4 in his first sea- 
son. In 1992, Mumme jumped to Valdosta State and 
won 40 games in five seasons, twice taking Valdosta 
into the second round of the Division II playoffs. 


What would Bear think? Mumme doesn’t read 
from the traditional SEC playbook. His Cats attempted 
38 fourth-down conversions last season and made 
21. He didn’t schedule a single scrimmage during 
August. His practices are open to fans, the media and 
even snoops from opposing teams. And Mumme also 
loves onside kicks and punting out of bounds. 
Block that kick Trying to protect a wobbly 
defense, the Cats blocked five kicks, including a punt, 
an extra point and three field goals. A blocked field 
goal for a touchdown ignited the upset of Alabama. 
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1998 Kentucky Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 

Acham, Cheddi TE 6-3 204 Jr. London, ON 
66 Armbrester, Matt G 63 313 So. Talladega, AL 
63 Benjamin, Michael OT 6-4 288 Sr London, ON 
56 Berringer, David OT 6-4 290 Sr. Ft. Thomas, KY 
15 Bonner, Dusty QB 6-2 211 So. Valdosta, GA 
38 Bowie, Jeremy CB 5-10 180 So. Tyler, TX 
75 Brown, Matt OT 6-5 304 Fr. Harlingen, TX 
18 Carter, Jimmy P 60 178 Sr. Dunwoody, GA 
39 Childs, Wendell DE 6-2 240 So. Lexington, KY 
70 Comstock, Kris OT 6-8 314 Sr. Apopka, FL 
2 Couch, Tim QB 6-5 223 Jr. Hyden, KY 
95 Crowe, Gordon DT 6-3 278 Jr. Lancaster, KY 
81 Crowe, Mitt WR 6-2 178 So, Ormond Beach, FL 
58 Daniel, Aaron C 63 270 So. Valparaiso, FL 
94 Davis, Garry WR 6-2 196 So. Fairborn, OH 
79 DeVaughn, Nolan G 6-5 318 Fr. Corbin, KY 
13 Doyle, Corry QB 6-0 170 So. Lexington, KY 
90. Dreisbach, Andy DT 6-2 245 Jr. Mishawaka, IN 
27 Gary, Willie FS 5-10 187 So. Valdosta, GA 
33 Gayton, Chris SS 6-1 199 Fr. Montreal, PQ 
36 Grant, Kenneth SS 6-0 204 So. Taylor, TX 
37 Haley, Jimmy TE 6-3 236 Jr Lowell, MA 
10 Hanson, Seth K 6-2 191 So. Dallas, TX 
47 Hayslip, Andre’ CB 5-10 182 So. Orlando, FL 
84 Herman, Alex RB 5-10 180 So. Union, KY 
42 Homer, Derek RB 5-11 195 So. Fort Knox, KY 
40. Jacobs, Gus LB 6-0 210 So. Louisville, KY 
99 Jacobs, Mark DT 6-3 280 Sr. Shalimar, FL 
55 Johnson, Derrick DT 6-2 319 Fr. Harrodsburg, KY 
92 Jones, Robert DE 6-3 230 Sr. Crawford, GA 

Kamphake, Mike FB 6-0 204 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 
20 Kelly, Eric CB 5-11 189 So. Panama City, FL 
41 Layow, Matt DE 6-3 238 So. Miami, FL 
64 Liening, Jonas OT 68 307 Sr. Minster, OH 
5 Love, Marvin CB 5-10 171 Sr. Oakland, CA 
98 Major, Marvin DT 6-3 280 Sr. Elyria, OH 
97 Massey, George DT 63 278 Jr Lynch, KY 

McCord, Quentin WR 5-10 174 So. LaGrange, GA 
30. McCree, Marlon LB 6-0 197 So. Daytona, FL 
61 McGonagle, Paul C 6-4 272 Sr, Reading, MA 
21 Mickelsen, Lance WR 6-3 170 Sr. Salina, UT 


OT 6-5 276 So. 
Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (9) 


Mims, Scott Bowdon, GA 


WR 3 Craig Yeast (Sr., 3); Quentin McCord (So., 1) 


LT 
LG 


64 Jonas Liening (Sr., 3); 75 Matt Brown (Fr., 0) 

77 Jeremy Streck (Sr., 2); 79 Nolan DeVaughn (Fr., 0) 
57 Jason Watts (Sr., 3); 58 Aaron Daniel (So., 1) 

67 Mike Webster (Sr., 1); 74 Omar Smith (Jr, 1) 

70 Kris Comstock (Sr., 3); 56 Dave Berringer (Sr., 3) 
37 Jimmy Haley (Jr., 2); 85 James Whalen (Jr., 1) 


WR 21 Lance Mickelsen (Sr., 1); 9 Jimmy Robinson (Jr, 4) 


QB 
RB 
SB 


p 


2 Tim Couch (Jr., 2); 15 Dusty Bonner (So., 1) 
42 Derek Homer (So., 1); 35 A.J. Simon (Jr., 1) 
32 Anthony White (Jr., 1); 84 Alex Herman (So., 0) 
10 Seth Hanson (So., 1); 96 Marc Samuel (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (5) 


41 Matt Layow (So., 1); Dennis Johnson (Fr., 0) 

99 Mark Jacobs (Sr., 3); 95 Gordon Crowe (Jr., 2) 
98 Marvin Major (Sr., 2); 97 George Massey (Jr., 2) 
92 Robert Jones (Sr., 1); 50 Grayson Smith (So., 1) 
54 Teddy Neptune (So., 0); 34 Lee Wesley (Jr., 2) 
17 Jeff Snedegar (Jr., 2); 93 John Rader (So., 1) 
34 Lee Wesley (Jr., 2); 30 Marlon McCree (So., 1) 
20 Eric Kelly (So., 1); 47 Andre’ Hayslip (So., 1) 

38 Jeremy Bowie (So., 0); 5 Marvin Love (Sr., 1) 
36 Kenneth Grant (So., 1); 49 Jeff Zurcher (Sr., 2) 
27 Willie Gary (So., 1); 48 Stephan Walters (Sr., 2) 
18 Jimmy Carter (Sr., 3); Andy Smith (Jr., 0) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


1997 Record: 


NAME POS, HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Mortis, Larry FB 6-2 231 Jr. East Point, KY 
Mumme, Matt QB 6-2 162 Sr. Lexington, KY 
Murphy, Ryan LB 6-2 228 So. Cincinnati, OH 
Neptune, Teddy LB 6-2 210 So. Montreal, PQ 
Parrish, Josh G 66 332 Fr Westerville, OH 
Poitier, Braxton SS 5-10 187 Fr. Handen, CT 
Rader, John LB 6-5 232 So. Jackson, KY 
Riddle, Mike C 6-0 260 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
Robinson, Jimmy WR 6-3 196 Jr. Stone Mtn., GA 
Samuel, Marc K 5-10 164 So. Anchorage, KY 
Simon, A.J. RB 5-11 226 Jr. Newport, KY 
Singletary, Gilbert FS 6-3 220 Jr. Pahokee, FL 
Smith, Andy P 6-3 214 Jr. Franklin, KY 
Smith, Grayson DE 6-1 233 So.  Salyersville, KY 
Smith, Omar G 6-3 291 Jr. Miramar, FL 
Snedegar, Jeff LB 6-2 225 Jr. Salesville, OH 
Streck, Jeremy OG 6-5 327 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
Walters, Stephan FS 6-0 191 Sr. Hodgenville, KY 
Watts, Jason C 6-3 277 Sr. Oviedo, FL 
Webster, Mike G 6-6 281 Sr. Independence, KY 
Wesley, Lee LB 6-0 208 Jr. Campbellton, FL 
Whalen Jr., James TE 64 219 Jr. Portland, OR 
White, Anthony RB 6-1 192 Jr. Twinsburg, OH 
White, Brandon DE 6-3 222 So. Erlanger, KY 
White, Jermaine WR 6-6 205 So Gainesville, FL 
Wiggins, Patrick HB 6-0 186 So Sawanee, GA 
Wilson, Marc CB 5-9 178 Sr. Downers Grove, IL 
Yeast, Craig WR 5-9 171 Sr. Harrodsburg, KY 
Zurcher, Jeff SS 6-0 198 Sr. Berne, IN 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Tim Couch, 363-547-3,884-19, 37 TDs 
Rushing: Anthony White, 129 car., 723 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Craig Yeast, 73 rec., 873 yds., 10 TDs 

Scoring: Craig Yeast, 12 TDs, 72 points 

Punting: Jimmy Carter, 39 punts, 40.2 avg. 


Kicking: Seth Hanson, 4-7 FGs, 30-31 XP 
Tackles: Jeff Snedegar, 97, 62 solo 

Sacks: Robert Jones, 6 

Interceptions: Jeff Snedegar, 2 for 25 yards 


1998 Schedule 


Sept. 5 at Louisville 
Sept. 12 Eastern Kentucky 
Sept. 19 Indiana 
Sept. 26 at Florida 

Oct.3 Arkansas@ 

Oct. 10 South Carolina 

Oct.17 atLSU 

Oct. 24 Georgia 

Nov. 7 Mississippi State 

Nov. 14 Vanderbilt 

Nov. 21 at Tennessee 


@Little Rock, AR 
Rising Star 


Sophomore running back Derek Homer 


tends to be forgotten in this pass-happy 
attack, but coach Hal Mumme_ has 


promised to get him the ball more fre- 
quently. Homer flashed big-play potential 
in '97 by rushing for 535 yards, including 
a 63-yard sprint against Tennessee. 


Head Coach 
Hal Mumme 
= 
1998 Signees 
NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
Dougie Allen WR 5-10 162 Lexington, KY 


Caught 57 passes for 1,070 yds. and 12 TDs. 
Michael Beirne WR 6-3 205 Woodlands, TX 
Caught 24 passes for 356 yds. and three TDs his 
senior year; third-team All-Super Texas Team. 

Bobby Blizzard TE 6-7 240 Hampton, VA 
Caught 30 passes for 621 yds. and seven TDs. Alt- 
State and honorable mention All-America by USA Topay, 
Matt Burke DL/OL6-6 275 Schaumburg, IL 
Three-year starter in high school; honorable mention 
All-America by USA Today. 

Chris Demaree DE 6-4 220 Louisville, KY 
Totaled 101 tackles as a senior with five sacks; sec- 
ond-team all-state and two-year choice on all-district 
and all-county teams. 

Tremaine Gaines OL 6-4 290 Lake Mary, FL 
A three-year starter in high school; earned all-confer- 
ence honors as a senior. 

Edgar Gantt WR 6-3 200 West Hampton, NJ 
Played tight end as a junior and moved to wide 
receiver his senior year; averaged 27.5 yds. per catch. 
Kevin Gregory DE 6-5 250 Mississauga, ON 
Ran a 4.7 in the 40 at the 1997 UK Summer Camp; 
named to the Toronto Sun's All-Star team. 

Richard Hardin DE 6-6 240 Louisville, KY 
As a senior, totaled 80 tackles, including four sacks; 
all-state and alt-district. 

Chase Harp QB 6-3 210 Danville, KY 
As a senior, complete 79 of 147 passes for 1,407 
yds, and 14 TD and only five ints.; honorable mention 
All-America by USA Tonay. 

Vincent Harrison DB 5-11185 Cincinnati, OH 
Two-year totals include 143 completions in 292 
attempts for 2,007 yds. and 15 TDs. 

David Johnson DB 6-0 185 Virginia Beach, VA 
Led team in tackles with more than 100 stops as a 
senior; offensively, rushed for more than 1,000 yds. 
and 11 TDs; has a 39-inch vertical jump. 

Dennis Johnson DELB 6-7 256 Harrodsburg, KY 
Sports lilustrated’s National Player of the Year; 150 
tackles and 18 sacks as a senior; amassed 521 
tackles and 76 sacks during prep career. 

Martez Johnson RB 5-10 175 Detroit, MI 
As a senior, rushed 149 times for 1,282 yds. and six 
TDs, averaging 8.6yds. per carry; first-team all-state. 
Anthony Kelly OB 5-11183 Campbellton, FL 
Made 44 tackles and had three ints. as a senior; 
Class 2A All-State. 

Morris Lane DB 6-2 200 Valdosta, GA 
Senior year statistics included 40 tackles and seven 
ints.; earned allregion and al-area. 

C.J. Lofton WR 6-1 190 Valdosta, GA 
Firstteam all-state as a junior and a senior; caught 
50 passes for 768 ys. and six TDs as a senior. 
Dayton Mickens LB 6-2 205 Copperas Cove, TX 
All-area and all-district as a senior; had 13 sacks his 
senior year; runs a 10.7 in the 100 meters, 

Artose Pinner RB-WR5-11197 Hopkinsville, KY 
Rushed 361 times for 3,274 yds. and 33 TDs as a 
senior; honorable mention All-American by USA Tooay. 
Ronnie Riley LB 6-2 206 San Antonio, TX 
Totaled 161 tackles, 12 quarterback sacks and 
caused three fumbles as a senior; named honorable 
mention all-state. 

John Robinson DL 6-4 260 Old Washington, OH 
As a senior, notched 88 tackles and returned a fum- 
ble for a TD; honorable mention all-state as a senior. 
Matt Schneider LB 6-3 215 Cincinnati, OH 
Three-year letterman whose career totals include 
112 tackles, including 23 tackles for losses; honor- 
able mention ait-state. 

Mike Scipione QB 6-6 235 Centerville, VA 
Played prep school football in 1997 at Fork Union Mit 
itary Academy; threw for seven TDs with only two ints. 
Kendrick Shanklin WR 5-9 170 Baton Rouge, LA 
Rushed 188 times for 1,379 yds. and 19 TDs as a 
tailback; first-team all-state. 

Moned Sneed DB 6-1 185 Elysian Fields, TX 
Made 56 tackles and five ints. his senior year; Class 
AA AltState. 

Terral Starks DB 6-0 185 Mayfield, KY 
Finished senior season with four ints.; honorable 
mention AllAmerica by USA Tonar; finalist for Mr. 
Football in Kentucky. 

Anthony Wajda DB 6-4 185 Louisville, KY 
First-team all-state; honorable mention All-America by 
USA Topay; helped his team win 11 games each of 
the past two seasons. 

Maurice Wells LB 6-3 220 Richmond, VA 
All-Metro Richmond and all-district; made 92 tackles 
as a senior. 

Patrick Wells DL 6-3 250 =‘ Frankfort, KY 
Made 351 tackles during his career; honorable-men- 
tion all-state; benches 495 pounds, 

Jamal White LB 6-3 215 Cincinnati, OH 
Totaled 72 tackles as a senior; second-team all-state 
selection as a senior. 
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Arturo Freeman 


hen Brad Scott arrived in Columbia 
W:: seasons ago as a rookie head 

coach, he brought with him a reputa- 
tion for offensive innovation. After all, he had 
directed the “fast break” offense that helped 
Florida State claim a national championship the 
season before. 

So what happened last season? The Game- 
cocks were 5-6 and the losses had a common 
theme: three touchdowns or less each time. 

Recognizing the need for radical change, Scott 
said goodbye to both offensive coordinator John 
Eason and quarterbacks coach John Reaves and 
hello to new offensive coordinator Chuck Reedy. 


Upon news of Reedy’s arrival, many South 
Carolina fans started gnashing their teeth with 
fear that Scott had junked his passing game in 
favor of a wishbone offense. But Scott insists 
that he and Reedy come from the same school of 
a two-back philosophy, and that he was only too 
happy to shift gears into the power I-formation. 

Give Scott credit. He may have been hired for 
his offensive philosophy, but he’s not too proud 
to change that philosophy if it means winning a 
few more games. 


quarterbacks 


For most South Carolina football fans, the 
most lasting image of the 1997 season is that of 
Anthony Wright clutching his knee on the turf 
at Neyland Stadium, with any chance of the 
Gamecocks making a bowl run gone. Too much 
depended on Wright staying healthy. 

While Wright’s injury gave sophomore 
backup Vic Penn some much-needed game 
experience, Penn suffered a broken clavicle. 
Then Phil Petty was sidelined with a sprained 
ankle, so the Gamecocks turned to two walk-on 


Courtland Richards 


quarterbacks — senior Kevin Sides and sopho- 
more Kyle Crabb, the only healthy QBs in camp 
— to finish up the final third of spring practice. 
All three scholarship quarterbacks are expected 
to be healthy this fall. 


running backs 
After becoming the first South Carolina fresh- 


man ever to rush for consecutive 100-yard games 
— with 120 yards against eventual national 
champion Florida and 135 yards against archri- 
val Clemson — junior Troy Hambrick didn’t 
have the breakthrough sophomore season every- 
one expected. He did lead the team with 604 
yards and five touchdowns rushing, but he 
showed an inability to break solo arm tackles and 
was ineffective taking handoffs from a set posi- 
tion. Hambrick looked strong in the spring 
doing what he does best, catching the ball on 
pitches and running with a full head of steam. 

Fullbacks Jacob Bush and Steve Mixon were 
neglected weapons, but Scott promises that 
wont be the case this season. 


receivers 


Senior Zola Davis has a chance to become the 
school’s all-time leading receiver, needing 53 
catches to pass former All-American Sterling 
Sharpe. But Davis was upstaged last season by 
Jermale Kelly, a freshman All-American who 
caught 43 passes and set a freshman record with 
10 touchdown catches. 

Kelly was certainly more consistent than 
Davis, who throughout his career has shown a 
tendency to follow 10-reception games with 
poor outings. It’s likely that Davis and fellow 
veteran Kerry Hood, who is one of the squad’s 
fastest players but has a tendency to drop passes, 
will be under pressure to prove themselves to 
new receivers coach Woody McCorvey. 


offensive linemen 


With the departure of center Paul Beckwith 
and guards Ed Hrubiec and Travis Whitfield, 
who combined for eight seasons worth of 
anchoring the middle of the line, the offensive 
front is without a doubt one of the team’s two 
biggest concerns. 

Sophomore Scott Browne was supposed to 
step up for Beckwith, but nagging back 
problems were such a concern in the spring 
that coaches put senior Jamar Nesbit, an All- 
SEC left tackle, over the football. That 
speaks volumes about the unit’s lack of 
depth. Fortunately there’s an entire line of 
redshirt freshmen that coaches restrained 
themselves from using last season. Of them, 
Jason Cox and Philip Jones should fill the 
holes at guard. 
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Mike Moore 


Seale Nesbit 


ele Wright 


sfensive linemen 


WN 


Henry Taylor, a two-year starter, will be 
missed sorely. He provided a fatherly pres- 
ence for tackle Cecil Caldwell, who made 
his debut as a sophomore by starting seven 
games and leading the team with seven 
tackles for losses. 

Junior defensive end John Abraham, a 
wonderful success story who played only 
one year of high school football and made 
a huge impact as a freshman, could be 
developing into one of the best in the 
country. The All-SEC candidate led the 
team with 6% sacks and had 14 quarterback 
pressures and five tackles for loss. 


The Gamecocks were 4-0 
when scoring 30 or more 
points in a game. 


Like the offensive line, the linebacking 
corps is a huge concern. Two starters, Dar- 
ren Hambrick and Shane Burnham, are 
gone. A youthful duo will replace them this 
season. Redshirt freshman Willie Offord 
made a push to start at outside linebacker 
during the spring, and sophomore Andre 
Offing, seldom used last season, has 
emerged as a surprise replacement for 
Burnham. Junior Corey Atkins, the lone 
returning starter, is coming off a break- 


84 


through season that established him as a 


player to watch. 


Starting with the 1985 season through 
his final game in the 1987 Gator Bowl, 
wide receiver Sterling Sharpe caught at 
least one pass in every game, a 
school-record 34-game stretch. He also 
set season records for receptions (74), 
receiving yardage (1,106) and touch- 
down receptions (10) as a junior in 
1986. An All-American, Sharpe was the 
seventh player chosen in the 1988 NFL 
draft. He became the Green Bay Pack- 
ers’ alltime leading receiver with 595 
catches, and was named to the Pro 
Bowl five times. Sharpe was the fourth 
and most recent USC football player to 
have his jersey (No. 2) retired. 


Washington did. But he is quicker and 
should cover more ground. 


3p eci ia his 


When the Gamecocks signed Courtney 
Leavitt, the consensus No. 1 ranked place- 
kicker in the country and a USA Today All- 
American three years ago, most expected 
him to be handed a starting job immedi- 
ately. Now a junior, Leavitt still isn’t the 
team’s starting kicker. That spot belongs to 
senior Steve Florio, who made nine-of-13 
field goals and 27-of-30 PATs. Leavitt will 
start for the third consecutive season at 
punter, after averaging 40.9. Junior Boo 
Williams led the SEC in kickoff returns 


Mike Moore 


carte Arturo aera is ready to stake with a 29.3-yard average and brought two 
his claim not only as the premier free safety back for touchdowns. 


in the SEC, but also in the 


nation. He earned All-SEC | 


honors by intercepting six 
passes and tying for the 
team lead with 92 tackles. 
But the real reason he’s a 
Jim Thorpe Award nomi- 
nee is that he has a knack 
for big plays. In high 
school, he wide 
receiver who set a state 
record with 108 catches as 
a senior. 

Touted as the next 
Sharpe or Robert Brooks 
when he recruited, 
Freeman instead used his 
sticky hands and knowl- 
edge of pass routes to 
thwart other receivers. 
He'll be joined by new 
starting strong safety Ray 
Green, a former nickel 
back who won't drop the 
hammer on opposing run- 
ners the same way four- 
year starter Ben 


was a 


was 


3 ne offense New offensive coordinator 
Chuck Reedy was known as an option coach not only 
for his time under Danny Ford at arch-rival Clemson, 
but also as offensive coordinator and later head 
coach at Baylor. In one game at Baylor, Reedy set an 
NCAA record by failing to call a single pass play in a 
a over SMU 


‘osition st 


> Coming out of spring practice, 
Trey Pennington was listed as a starter at tight end, 
Errol Rochester was listed as a starter at nose guard 
and Willie Offord was listed as a starter at outside 
linebacker. All three are playing unfamiliar positions. 
Pennington is a converted defensive end, Rochester 
is a former linebacker and Offord was recruited as a 


strong safety. 
Up the gut With Rochester at nose guard, Andre 


Offi ing at middle linebacker and Ray Green at strong 
safety, the Gamecocks have three new starters in an 
area that makes defensive coordinators cringe — the 
mie of the defense. 

Strange streak The season-ending showdown 
Paneer the Gamecocks and Clemson will be staged 
in Clemson's Death Valley. That's good news for 
South Carolina. The visiting team has won the last 
seven games in the series. 
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1998 South Carolina Roster pl eset Pad acces 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 4 
95 Abraham, John DE 6-4 247 Jr. Timmonsville,SC 99 Overstreet, Anthony DT 6-2 251 So. Atlanta, GA 1998 Signees 
58 Atkins, Corey LB 6-1 230 Jr. Greenville, SC 72 Paige, Melvin OT 6-5 320 Fr. Dillon, SC = NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
62 Branham, Stephen G 60 275 So. Sumter,SC 49 Peebles, Jerry CB 5-8 176 Jr. Batesburg,SC Michael Blakley OL 6-4 255 Lexington, SC 
43 Brooker, Daron LB 6-1 197 Jr. Bamwell,SC 17 Penn, Victor QB 6-1 170 So. Miami, FL All-state selection; rated No. 6 offensive fine 
5 Brooks, Kevin CB 59 161 Sr Jacksonville, FL 97 Pennington, Trey TE 6-5 242 Jr. Anderson, SC Prospect in the Atlantic Coast Region by PrepStar, 
50 Browne, Scott C 62 258 So. Jacksonville, FL 14 Petty, Phil QB 6-3 193 Fr. Bolling Springs, SC Biased outat 92 perrent along Me offensive we: 
‘ ‘ eldon Brown. =-s RB--§-10 175 Lewisville, SC 
11 Bush, Jacob FB 5-11 248 Jr. Jacksonville, FL 77 Pietrzak, Jim OL 6-4 260 So. PalmHarbor,FL — 4996 Associated Press Player of the Year in South 
96 Caldwell, Cecil DT 6-1 268 Jr, Newberry, SC 71 Rivers, Kevin OL 6-4 290 Fr. Moncks Corner,SC Carolina; rushed for 2,020 yds. and 31 TDs. 
66 Cope, Dave DL 6-2 256 fr. Mays Landing, NJ 90 Rochester, Errol NG 6-0 259 Jr. Miami Springs,FL Marcus Coleman DB 6-2 185 Winnsboro, SC 
74 Cox, Jason OL 6-5 315 Fr Edgefield, SC 26 Sides, Kevin QB 5-11172 Sr. China Grove, NC pen tia A alata BeCspe aE 
30 Cox, O'Rondai DB 6-0 170 Fr. Decatur,GA 70 Spearman, Andray OT 6-4 298 Sr.  Greenwood,SC  pexter Davis DB 5-10170 Jacksonville, FL 
21 Davis, Zola WR 6-1 192 Sr. Charleston,SC 10 Spikes, Carlos WR 6-0 186 Fr. Tallahassee, FL Had 15 career ints. runs a 4.3 in the 40; returned 
8 Fleming, Ben WR 5-11 201 Jr Jacksonville, FL 91 Stamper, John DL 64 245 Fr. Andrews, SC seven Kicks for TDs in 1997. 
15 Florio, Steve K 59 193 Sr, MiamiSprings,FL 61 Strickland, Joe DS 6-1 257 Sr. St Matthews,SC — MallmbaEdwards DL 6-6 225 East Point, GA 
12 Freeman, Arturo FS 6-1 190 Sr. Orangeburg, SC 13 Sullivan, Keris DB 5-8 161 Sr, Woodbine, CA red No.2 defensive line prospect in GeorBia by 
i a we ¥ : . PrepStar; averaged 10 tackles a game in 1997. 
35 Goodman, Andre WR 5-10176 Fr. Greenville, SC 25 Torrance, Homer DB 6O 215 Sr. Oakland, FL Rahad Falson DB 5-14 190 Wauchula, FL 
23 Green, Corey DB 60 170 So. Lake City, FL 81 Trafford, Rod TE 6-3 238 Fr. Verona, NJ — SuperPrep All'Florida pick; Nad 97 tackles and five 
3 Green, Ray DB 6-3 186 Jr Charleston,SC 59 Wadley, Shannon LB 6-1 228 Fr. Swainsboro, GA teil cad Pa eorise f= = 
19 Hambrick, Troy RB 6-0 221 J — Lacoochee,FL_ 4 Williams, Boo RB 5-11 211 J, — Blackshear,GA — Prenctar rates him as the No. 3 running back 
33 Henderson, Maurice DB 5-9 197 Sr. Belton, SC 83 Williams, Tyrance WR 5-8 168 So. Palatka, FL prospect in the Atlantic Coast Region; SuperPrep 
28 Hines, TJ RB 6-0 202 Fr. Tampa, FL 98 Wilson, Rachad NG 6-3 264 Sr. Rockledge, FL rated him the No. 31 running back prospect in the 
76 Holmes, Adam DS 6-4 216 So. Manning, SC 1 Wright, Anthony QB 6-2 188 Sr — Vanceboro, NC eae ek tushed for 1,703 yds. and 199 TDs as a 
9 Hood, Kerry WR 6-1 195 Jr. Atlanta, GA Y A 
: ‘ Willis Ham RB/LB 6-2 200 Columbia, SC 
= ae aa a re a Fr. Tampa, FL Allstate selection; holds eight school records. 
lutcherson, Darion =U au Wie Atlanta, GA Kenneth Hamey LB 6-2 220 Fairfax, SC 
51 Hutchinson, Marco LB 6-0 233 So. Rock Hill, SC pereats fer ‘4 the ry goal acess Me 
64. Irvin, Taylor OL 6-5 282 Fr. Boiling Springs, SC PSEA UTRERCIS Cnt Keadlieateaeerecuinta Thy 
48 Johnson, Torry WR 5-11195 Fr ‘Sarasota, FL ee itera a eae Tee 
65 Jones, Philip OL 6-2 272 Fr. Snellville, GA Kevin Johnson OL 6-3 315 Brooklyn, NY 
22 Jordan, Ryght RB 5-11 202 Fr Edgefield, SC Rated by SuperPrep as one of the Top 100 juco 
84 Kelly, Jermale WR 62 193 So. Greenville, SC posheds in the nation; runs a 5.0 in the 40-yard 
92 Koop, Ryan (B 6-0 218 Sr. Tallahassee, FL Larrell Johnson LB 6-3 270 Tampa, FL 
7 Leavitt, Courtney P/K 5-11 210 Jr Germantown, TN All-Florida pick by SuperPrep; had 135 tackles and 
88 Levandusky, Jim TE 64 231 Jr, Easton, CA five ints. as a senior, runs a 4.7 in the 40, 
of Marsters, Matt LE wliscn cue SATESOLOE taniny Sela MAA sein rate pea 
86 Matthews, Trevon TE 6-2 243 Jr, Summerville, SC the country's Top 50 juco prospects by SuperPrep 
85 Mays, Shah WR 5-10155 Sr. Tallahassee, FL and PrepStar, runs a 4.7 in the 40. 
32 Mixon, Steve RB 5-11 218 Jr. North Augusta, SC Donald Marshall OL/DL 6-6 260 Goose Creek, SC 
79 Nesbit, Jamar OT 6-5 320 Sr Summerville, SC bye! Carolina pick by SuperPrep; all-state selec- 
80) "Noman, Donovan fi 6-0 186" So. Enoree;: SC Jonathan Martin RB 5-10 202 Columbia, SC 
6 Offing, Andre 6-1 238 a Houston, TX Altstate selection; led state in rushing in 1996 and 
0 Offord, Willie 6-2 200 Palatka, FL was second in 1997; career stats include 4,190 yds. 


tushing, 50 TDs and 21 straight games over 100 yds. 
rushing. 


Top Returning Leaders 
Keith Matkins QB 6-3 190 Charlotte, NC 


C11 ALOE fp jo eo Mol clomoMm Re MIDIS Rated the No. 2 quarterback prospect jn the Atlantic 
“ A Coast Region by PrepStar and the No. 7 quarterback 
Rushing: Troy Hambrick, 115 car., 604 yds., 5 TDs prospect in the nation on PrepStar's Dream Team. 


Receiving: Jermale Kelly, 43 rec., 618 yds., 10 TDs rane McCullum DL 6-3 225 _— Florence, a 
; Ajl-South Carolina pick by SuperPrep; rated the No. 
Scoring: Jermale Kelly, 10 TDs, 60 points linebacker prospect in the Atlantic Coast Region by 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (6) 


WR 21 Zola Davis (Sr., 3); 9 Kerry Hood (Jr., 2) 
LT 79 Jamar Nesbit (Sr., 3); 64 Taylor Irvin (Fr., 0) 
LG 65 Philip Jones (Fr., 0); 71 Kevin Rivers (Fr., 0) 


50 Scott Browne (So., 1); 79 Jamar Nesbit (Sr., 3) Punting: Courtney Leavitt, 74 punts, 40.9 avg. PA Sap ie ey ed TE ree 
RG 74 Jason Cox (Fr., 0); 77 Jim Pietrzak (So., 0) Kicking: Steve Florio, 9-13 F@s; 27-30 XP State's leading rusher last year with 2,354 yds. and 
RT 70 Andray Spearman (Sr., 2); 72 Melvin Paige (Fr., 0) Tackles: Arturo Freeman, 92, 56 solo a eng a (as Nee oe two TDs in the state 
TE 97 Trey Pennington (Jr, 2); 86 Trevon Matthews (Jr, 2) [REC CHIT) TW Nolet lien one) Dennis Quinn DL 6-4 230 Washington, GA 
WR 84 Jermale Kelly (So., 1); 10 Carlos Spikes (Fr., 0) Interceptions: Arturo Freeman, 6 for 95 yards Rated as the No. 22 defensive line prospect in the 
: A . f Georgia by PrepStar, made 121 tackles with 
QB 1 Anthony Wright (Sr., 3); 17 Vic Penn (So., 4) gee SOT 
FB 11 Jacob Bush (Jr., 2); 32 Steve Mixon (Jr., 2) Jonathan Ragans OL 6-3 270 Palatka, FL 
RB. 19 Toy Hamibick (i, 2); 4 B00 Wiliams (2) 1998 Schedule — strat sina cass 5 msi er 
K 15 Steve Florio (Sr., 3); 7 Courtney Leavitt (Jr., 2) Sept.5 Ball State Beckwith. 
; Gerald Robi LB 6-1 250 Columbia, SC 
DEFENSE (6) Eg a serch maid te NOB linebacker prospect trates Atlante 
ept. arsha Coast Region by PrepStar, made 318 career tackles 
. dancte ith 44 tackles for losses and 34 sacks. 
DE 95 John Abraham (Jr., 2); Teddy Salters (Jr., 0) Sept. 26 Mississippi State Teddy Salters ‘DL 62. 235 Columbia, SC 
NG 90 Errol Rochester (Jr., 1); 98 Rachad Wilson (Sr., 1) Oct. 3 at Mississippi Scien gaclet eal ae cova sa 
DT 96 Cecil Caldwell (Jr., 1); 99 Anthony Overstreet (So., 0) Oct. 10 at Kentucky 45 inthe 40. ‘ 
DE 94 Matt Marsters (Jr., 2); 91 John Stamper (Fr., 0) Oct. 17 Arkansas Watts Sanderson DL 6-6 265 Tampa, FL 
LB 58 Corey Atkins (Jr, 2); 31 Darion Hutcherson (Fr., 0) Oct. 24 at Vanderbilt genie: dacatig citer 
LB 36 Andre Offing (So., 0); 54 Marco Hutchinson (So., 1) Oct. 31. T Jamie Scott RB 5-10 185 Mullins, SC 
LB 20 Willie Offord (Fr., 0); 43 Daron Brooker Ur., 4) ~ ennessee SuperPrep Mid-Atlantic Offensive Player of the Year; 


Nov. 14 at Florida Rated the No. 2 running back prospect in the Atlantic 


CB 25 Homer Torrance (Sr., 1); 13 Keris Sullivan (Sr., 2) Coast Region by PrepStar, rushed for 3.968 yds. and 


CB_ 5 Kevin Brooks (Sr., 1); 35 Andre Goodman (Fr., 0) Nov. 21 at Clemson be Teean Deaae as Pe eae eee 
SS 3 Ray Green (Jr., 2); 33 Maurice Henderson (Sr., 3) - = Re Potlatch Bil Suet Ginse, HATAISiee? 
FS 12 Arturo Freeman (Sr., 3); 30 O’Rondai Cox (Fr., 0) Rising Star blocked aa tkianeee cents in 
P 7 Courtney Leavitt (Jr., 2); 15 Steve Florio (Sr., 3) bole Mente \ mare \omrole-tolacclam-lololUimcelgancimelgcjemm Chris Thigpen TE 6-4 270 Winnsboro, SC 


. . Ranked the No. 4 tight end prospect in the Atlantic 
All-American Brian Scott, a sophomore Coast region by PrepStar. caught seven passes for 


wide receiver, but coaches haven’t. Scott (REeRL SEI ape Se rie 


papa f ee . + oe a Cedric Williams DL 6-3 280 James Island, SC 

Sab Sev Me pense Sersrs was" ineligible to participate last season, Played defensive end and tight end in high school; 

Number after class indicates letters won but if he regains his eligibility, he should ies pe ae ei a asa ssh a 
i i H nny jams ‘fampa, 

make a contribution this fall. He caught a All-county and alldistrict; runs a 4.5 in the 40; had 


state-record 226 passes in high school. [RQRiIIGNESs cei 
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cially the quarterback. Meet Tamaurice 

Nigel Martin — Tee for short. For two 
years, he has been the second-best quarterback at 
Tennessee. Now he’s The Man. 

Martin will get the quarterback’s share of pub- 
licity but he is only one of several relatively 
unknown Vols who must assert themselves if the 
Vols are to make any serious move toward repeat- 
ing as SEC champion. 

With Peyton Manning and leading receiver 
Marcus Nash gone to the NFL as first-round 
draft choices, Tennessee will get back toward 
run/pass balance to make maximum use of 


T he game has changed in Knoxville, espe- 


sophomore tailback Jamal Lewis and a line that 
is better suited to run blocking than pass protec- 
tion. 

But it is on defense where the Vols could see a 
major drop-off. Six starters must be replaced and 
questions remain about the health and availabil- 
ity of the Vols’ two best defensive linemen, Billy 
Ratliff and Shaun Ellis. 


quarterbacks 


One of the few bright spots (some would say 
the only real bright spot) of the Vols’ 42-17 loss 
to Nebraska in the Orange Bowl was the fourth- 
quarter play of Tee Martin, who completed all 
four of his passes for 53 yards and also ran once 
for 11 yards. 

Was this a hint of things to come or merely a 
lapse by a Nebraska defense that was already cel- 
ebrating? Maybe, but don't be surprised if Mar- 
tin proves to be very, very good. He has a strong 
arm, a sturdy body and quick feet. But it is the 
thing he doesn't have — experience — that is a 
red flag in Big Orange Country. He doesn’t have 


the luxury of easing into the starter’s role since 
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Don Liebig 


the Vols have one of their rare first-game chal- 
lenges, a trip to Syracuse. 

Although Martin is gifted as a runner, Ten- 
nessee cannot afford to expose him to too much 
contact via option plays since neither of his back- 
ups, redshirt freshman Burney Veazey and new- 
comer Joey Matthews, has ever taken a snap in a 


game. 


running backs 

With Manning's departure, Jamal Lewis goes 
from Option 2 to Option 1 in the Tennessee 
offense. There may not be a better back in the 
country when it comes to the whole package, 
inside power, acceleration in traffic, enough 
speed to get around the corner, great hands as a 
receiver and durability. As good as he was as a 
freshman, consider that he gained only 62 of his 
1,364 rushing yards in the first three games. 

Three players who arrived in the same recruit- 
ing class with Lewis — Travis Stephens, Travis 
Henry and Dominique Stevenson — are com- 
peting for the No. 2 spot. With the Vols likely to 
run out of the I-formation more this season, full- 
back Shawn Bryson should see more action. He's 
a capable receiver out of the backfield. 


receivers 


What the Vols lack in star power at this posi- 
tion, they make up for in numbers. Peerless Price 
and Jeremaine Copeland combined for 106 
receptions last season. Each considers himself a 
go-to receiver but their talents are different; Price 
has more big-play potential (he had a 52-yard 
touchdown reception in the win at Alabama) 
while Copeland is better in traffic. 

Sophomores Cedrick Wilson and David Mar- 
tin are expected to step up their games, as is red- 
shirt freshman Eric Parker. Tight end Eric 
Diogu, a junior, must develop better hands or he 
could lose the spot to senior Antron Peebles or 
sophomore Neil Johnson. 


offensive linemen 


This is an area open to criticism in the last 
couple of years but several key players finally may 
have come of age. Sophomore Cosey Coleman, 
who became a starter eight games into his fresh- 
man season, is growing into one of the truly 
dominating offensive linemen in the SEC. He 
teams with junior Chad Clifton, who has started 
21 games in the last two years, to give the Vols a 
pair of 315-pound bookend tackles. 

Junior Spencer Riley and senior Mercedes 
Hamilton are the guards. Both improved as last 
season progressed. Look for senior Diron Robin- 
son to step into the center spot vacated by Trey 
Teague. If there is any slippage along the front, 
senior Jarvis Reado can play tackle or guard. 


Courtland Richards 


Tee Martin 


defensive linemen 


Only time will tell if juniors Ratliff and 
Ellis will be available. Ratliff is trying to 
come back from his second major knee 
surgery and Ellis suffered a serious hip 
injury in a car accident. If healthy, Radliff 
will start at a tackle and Ellis at left end. 

Senior Ron Green, who started four 
games last season, will open at right tackle. 
He is especially good against the run, as is 
junior Darwin Walker. Corey Terry, who 
started all 13 games last season, junior col- 
lege transfer Roger Alexander and sopho- 
more DeAngelo Lloyd are the best 
speed-rushers on a line that will struggle to 
generate a pass rush without blitzing at least 
one linebacker. Signee John Henderson is 
considered the best defensive line prospect 
produced by the state since Reggie White. 


That's the percentage of 

Tennessee's passing yards 

Tee Martin has accounted for 

since arriving on the Tennessee 
campus two years ago. 


linebackers 


Middle linebacker was a position that 
never quite got settled last year, with 
Leonard Little struggling to make the tran- 
sition from defensive end, so Vol coaches 
finally did what many fans believed they 


88 


should have done a year ago: move Al Wil- 
son from outside linebacker to the middle. 
The only drawback to Wilson is his inclina- 
tion to go for the big hit instead of the sure 
tackle, which occasionally lets opponents 
slip away. Raynoch Thompson is a fixture at 


Courtland Richards 


Mr. Tennessee Football 


This is a legendary program with 
more All-Americans than you can 
shake an orange pom-pom at, but no 
one has ever captivated the Vol faith- 
ful quite like Peyton Manning. He was 
39-6 as starting quarterback, broke 
virtually every school passing record 
and conducted himself wonderfully 
off the field. And when he decided to 
delay his entry to the NFL draft for 
one year so he could play his senior 
season at Tennessee, Manning 
became a living, playing legend. 


mix. Sophomore Deon Grant will start at 
free safety, where he could grow into a star, 
with junior Fred White slightly ahead of 
Mikki Allen at strong safety. 


specialists 

Kicker Jeff Hall has been a fixture for 
three years. He's made 141-of-147 extra 
points and 42-of-65 field goals, including a 
53-yarder as a freshman. David Leayerton, 
whose succession of shanks against UCLA 
in the second game last year cost him the 
punter’ job, appears to have regained his 
confidence and refined his technique. He 
has extraordinary leg strength and could 
help out on kickoffs. Copeland, Goodrich 
and Cedrick Wilson all have experience but 
none developed into a consistent return 
man on kickoffs or punts last year. The 
team average of 20.5 yards per kickoff 
return was a major disappointment. 


one outside linebacker spot, 
where his range and mobil- 
ity are crucial. Sophomore 
Eric Westmoreland — is 
undersized (6-0, 210) but 
is a good fit for a defense 
that is built around speed. 
Sophomore Austin Kemp, 
who saw most of his action 
on special teams last year, 
could work into the scheme 
on the outside. 


defensive 
backs 


Dwayne Goodrich, one 
of the nation’s heralded cor- 
nerback recruits two years 
ago, had four interceptions 
as a sophomore last season 
and enters his junior year as 
a fixture at left cornerback. 
Steve Johnson, a senior, will 
get first shot at the corner 
vacated by first-round draft 
pick Terry Fair with sopho- 
more Andre Lott also in the 


Outside the Huddle 


A, test case? No player has ever declared himself 
eligible for the NFL draft after only his second season 
in college, but if Jamal Lewis improves on his freshman 
season, he may be inclined to challenge the NFL policy 
in court. Lewis has already hinted that he doesn’t plan 
to play all four seasons for the Vols. 
\Vilstake-prone Traditionally, Tennessee has been 
stingy with turnovers but the Vols have reversed that 
trend in the last couple of seasons. Last year the Vols 
were minus-7 in turnover ratio. 


Openddate dilemma Under Fulmer, the Vols are 
7-2 after open dates, with both of those losses to 
Florida. Bad news: Tennessee has an open date 
between its opener at Syracuse and Florida’s visit to 
Knoxville. 

Noteworthy in November Nobody likes to see 
Halloween come and go more than the Vols. Why? 
They're 49-2 in November games dating back to 
1985. The only losses in November during that run 
were to Notre Dame in 1990 (34—29 in Knoxville) and 
the University of Memphis in '96 (21-17 in Memphis). 
Catching on Peerless Price has a knack for making 
catches that keep the chains moving for Tennessee. Of 
his 84 catches over the past three years, 50 of them 
have resulted in first downs. 
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1998 Tennessee Roster gEC Reon Ta Phillip Fulraer 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
38 Alexander, Roger LB 6-3 220 Jr Paterson, NJ 43 Leaverton, David P 64 210 So. Midland, TX 1998 Signees 
29 Allen, Mikki DB 6-0 175 Jr. Murfreesboro, TN 31 Lewis, Jamal RB 6-0 220 So. Atlanta, GA NAM POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
Atherton, Myles RB 6-0 220 Sr. Brandon, MS 99 Lloyd, DeAngelo DE 65 235 So. Charlotte, NC see Alexander LB 6-3 210 Paterson, NJ 
45 Bartholomew, Will RE 60 220 Fr. Nashville, TN 30 Lott, Andre DOB 511185 So. Memphis, TN Enrolled at UT in the spring of 1998 after graduating 
26 Biggers, Kurston RB 5-7 188 Fr. Nashville, TN 11 Loudermilk, Robert P/K 6-2 164 Jr. Brentwood, TN ae eee Sel ee College; two-time junior col- 
’ 3 t p i ege All-America at linebacker. 
47 Blankenship, Matt LB 5-10 210 Jr. Friendsville, ™N 8&7 Martin, David WR 64 210 So. Norfolk, VA Kurston Biggers DB 5-8 185 Nashville, TN 
Brown, Travis DB 5-11 180 Sr. Memphis, IN 17 Martin, Tee QB 63 215 Jr Mobile, AL Enrolled at UT in the spring of 1998; a two-time all- 
24 Bryson, Shawn RB 6-1 220 Sr Franklin, NC Massa, Ethan OL 63 285 So. Cookeville, TN — metro, altregion and ailstate selection; rushed for 
94 Butler, Ed DE 6-3 230 Fr. Huntsville, AL 8 Mathews, Joey QB 63 210 Fr. Sevierville, TN 1,486 yds. and 19 TDs as a senior in high school. 
Campbell, Josh DS 62 250 Jr Knoxville, IN. 80 Parker, Eric WR 60 163 Fr.  Shorewood,IL WavisColston LB 6-3 220 Miarshville, NC 
; 98 Peebles. A TE 6-3 247 Murf boro: T Selected as the Defensive Player of the Year in the 
53 Champion, Toby G 64 295 So. Humboldt, TN eebles, Anton 7 Sr. urfreesboro, TN Rocky River Conference; had 93 tackles last season; 
67 Clifton, Chad OT 66 315 Jr. Martin, TN Plemons, Josh QB 63 200 So. Kingston, TN —_a three-year starter at linebacker. 
52 Coleman, Cosey OT 6-5 315 So. Clarkston, GA 37 Price, Peerless WR 60 183 Sr. Dayton, OH Teddy Gaines = DB 6-0 160 _ Kingsport, TN 
92 Coleman, Jeff DT 6-4 242 Sr. Gaffney, SC 41 Ramseur, Chris LB 5-10 211 So. Maiden, NC SuperPrep ranks him the Southeast neem 68th. 
TL Coleman, Reggie  G 6-5 300 Fr. Jonesboro, AR 40 Ratliff, Billy DT 63.275 Jt = Magnolia, MS. eee a eee aitae 
6 Copeland, Jeremaine WR 6-2 200 Sr. Harriman, TN 72 Reado, Jarvis OT 65 300 Sr. Marrero, LA Tad Golden DB 6-1 185 _Lithonia, GA 
21 Crosby, Phillip RB 6-1 243 Sr. BessemerCity,NC 97 Reid, Joe TE 65 220 Fr. Goodlettsville, TN | SuperPrep and The National Recruiting Advisor Alt 
82 Diogu, Eric TE 6-3 245 Jr. Garland, TX 68 Riley, Spencer G 63 295 Jr. New Market, TN sais ee a beds No. 10 among South- 
y Gast Region defensive backs. 
33 Edmonds, Derrick DB 5-10 185 Jr. Tampa, FL on poset Diron &: es om = Oklahoma City, a judd Granzow DL 6-4 235 Granada Hills, CA 
93° Ellis, Shaun DE 64 260 Jr. Anderson, SC atterfield, Justin r. Knoxville, TN SuperPrep Junior College All-America at Moorpark CC; 
96 Finlayson, John C 64 270 Fr. Selmer, TN 10 Scott, Benson H 60 193 Sr. Knoxville, TN drafted by the Los Angeles Dodgers as an outfielder 
47 Fitzgerald, Maurice DB 5-9 180 Fr. Nashville, TN 15 Sewell, Tim DB 5-11 178 Sr. Columbia, TN __ in the fourth round of the 1995 draft. 
74 Gooden, Bernard G 6-3 310 So. Bradenton, FL 89 Smith, Kenny DT 6-4 265 So. South Pittsburg, TN Omer Hand ee eevee Aik 
60 Goodin, Matt DT 6-0 255 Sr Englewood, TN 56 Stallworth, Thomas LB 6-2 220 Fr. Lithonia, GA ea pod PropSter Byes Mash 2s eaten 
23 Goodrich, Dwayne DB 6-0 185 Jr. Oak Lawn, IL 25 Stephens, Travis RB 5-9 185 So. Clarksville, TN _ inthe Southeast Region. 
11 Graham, Bobby WR 6-0 185 Fr. Statesville, NC 28 Stevenson, Dominique RB 6-0 205 So. Gaffney, SC John Henderson DL 6-7 280 Nashville, TN 
83 Graham, Tyrone DB 5-9 160 So. HighPoint,NC 45 Sweet, Jonathan 1B 6-0 207 4. Alcoa, TN Parade, USA Toow. Petts Atego ariel 
4 75 i. Ti ica; aS a Senior, har ackies wi Sacks; le 
z Grant;(Deon DB 6-3 190" So. Augusta, GA 2 Taylor, cet Me 8 Li9 FF Mempnis, Th Pearl-Cohn High School to two state titles his junior 
55. Green, Ron DT 6-1 275 Sr. Severna Park,MD 22 Terry, Corey DE 63 250 Sr — Warrenton,NC ang senior seasons; will also play basketball at UT. 
51 Gregory, Kevin DS 64 270 Jr Union, SC 46 Thompson, Raynoch LB 6-3 217 Jr. NewOrleans,LA Tim Hodges OL 6-8 295 Winnie, TX 
18 Griffin, Gerald DB 6-1 182 Jr. Murfreesboro, TN 77 Tucker, Josh OT 64 295 Jr. Asheville, NC PrepStar AltAmerica; The National Recrulting Advisor 
4 Hall, Jeff PK 6-0 182 Sr Winchester, IN 5 Veazey, Burney QB 6-2 195 Fr. Southhaven, MS fated him tne Se pee ES Big’ 12 Region; 
75 Hamilton, Mercedes G 6-3 295 Sr. Waynesboro,GA 58 Walker, Darwin DT 6-3 281 J.  Rowd0,SC tyoreggue de ea gam touevas KV 
48. Hayden, Jerrod LB 5-114 215 So. Louisville, KY 95 Weary, Fred DT 64 281 Fr. Montgomery, AL — parade, The National Recruiting Advisor and PrepStar 
20. Henry, Travis RB 5-11 212 So. Frostproof, FL 42 Westmoreland, Eric LB 6-0 210 So. Jasper, TN All-America; rated No. 3 linebacker in the South 
Hurst, Bill P 511170 Sr Brentwood, IN 2 White, Fred OB 5-11185 Jr. Griffin, GA anes Bsa ad! ea Keg as -- Se, 
" ard Kendric! jacon, 
39° James, Anuire iB 62 210 F. Harmony, NC 27 Wison, ‘ a ) 226 ‘Sr. Jackson, TN Rated as the No. 2 tight end in the Southeast Region 
84 Johnson, Neil TE 6-4 250 So. Nashville, TN 14 Wilson, Cedrick WR 5-10 165 So. Memphis, TN by PrepStar; had 87 tackles and six sacks last year, 
35 Johnson, Shawn LB. 6-2 «247 Jr. Louisville, KY Windle, Tom QB 64 200 So. Livingston, TN Jermaine Kent WR 6-2 170 Huntsville, AL 
fi Johnson, Steve Os 5-11 175 Sr. Powder Springs, GA Enrolled at UT in the spring of 1998; younger brother 
a Austin 6-2 220 is Brentwood, TN of UT's alltime leading receiver, Joey Kent; caught 20 
‘ f . last s hi 
Kent, Jermaine 6-2 180 Huntsville, AL BASSES FOC SUS ae Ceetae 


Steven Marsh RB 6-1 175 Wingate, NC 
Listed among the top players in North Carolina by 
SuperPrep and Tom Lemming; rushed for 1,431 yds. 


Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders 
as a senior; over 4,300 career rushing yds. 


OFFENSE (8) Passing: Tee Martin, 6-12-87-1, 1 TD Joey Mathews QB 6-2 205. Sevierville, TN 
: . TT Tl ear Oo eee Mee Enrolled al UT in the spring of 1998; PrepStar ranked 
SE 6 Jeremaine Copeland (Sr., 3); 14 Cedrick Wilson (So., 1) 


Ex : him the No. 4 quarterback in the Southeast region; 
LT 67 Chad Clifton (Jr, 2); 77 Josh Tucker (r., 2) Receiving: Jeremaine Copeland, 98 rec., 732 yds., 9 TDs ERISA ARSSS Sai gear Su cate 


fi Scoring: Jeff Hall, 16 FGs, 47 XP, 95 point: Willie Mil DB 6-0 170 Fort Worth, TX 
LG 68 Spencer Riley (Jr., 2); 53 Toby Champion (So., 0) Punti S David L 8 3 ee s BLUECHIP Mlustrated and The National Recruting 
© 54 Diron Robinson (Sr., 3); 74 Bernard Gooden (So., 0) fgpmabilil IBN S SV g ol ELL SS or = Advisor All-America: ranked the No. 3 comerback in 
RG 75 Mercedes Hamilton (Sr., 3); Ethan Massa (So., 0) Kicking: Jeff Hall, 16-22 FG@s, 47-49 XP Be De tirite NSaAS Recruiting Advisor made 
RT 52 Cosey Coleman (So., 1); 72 Jarvis Reado (Sr., 2) Tackles: Al Wilson, 83, 56 solo Rashad Moore DL 6-4 275 Huntsville, AL 
WR 37 Peerless Price (Sr., 3); 87 David Martin (So., 1) Sacks: Al Wilson, 5 The National Neil ticity ed All-America; rated as 
TE 82 Eric Diogu (Jr., 2); 98 Antron Peebles (Sr., 2) Interceptions: Dwayne Goodrich, 4 for 47 yards Deere nats os taser lac Bah Steet by 
QB 17 Tee Martin UJr., 2); 5 Burney Veazey (Fr., 0) Will Ofenheusle OL 6-8 305 Martin, TN 
FB 24 Shawn Bryson (Sr., 3); 45 Will Bartholomew (Fr., 0) The National Recruiting Advisor All-America; didn't 
RB 31 Jamal Lewis (So., 1); 25 Travis Stephens (So., 1) 1998 Schedule oy federal ng 4 250. Jackson, MS 
K 4 Jeff Hall (Sr., 3); 11 Robert Loudermilk (Jr., 0) Sept.5 at Syracuse SuperPrep and The National Recruiting Advisor Alt 
Sept 19 Florida lay ge Anes As as the No. 11 defensive 

) ineman in the Southeast. 
DEFENSE (5) Sept. 26 Houston Joe Reid DL 6-5 215Goodlettsville, TN 
Enrolled at UT in the spring of 1998; finished his 
DE 93 Shaun Ellis (Jr, 1); 99 DeAngelo Lloyd (So., 1) Oct. 3 at Auburn senior year wiht 58. \ackles, sh sake “and [tw 
DT 58 Darwin Walker (Jr, 1); 92 Jeff Coleman (Sr., 1) Oct. 10 at Georgia ean de cy tages tae a ce 
DT 55 Ron Green (Sr., 3); 40 Billy Ratliff Ur., 2) Oct. 24 Alabama Alldistrict, all-region, all-state last season; 58 tack- 
DE 22 Corey Terry (Sr., 2); 94 Ed Butler (Fr., 0) Oct. 31 at South Carolina les his junior season despite missing five games; 
LB 42 Eric Westmoreland (So., 1); 48 Jerrod Hayden (So., 1) Nov. 7 UAB ead Scot RS Badiss °° zatberh LA 
LB 27 Al Wilson (Sr., 3); 35 Shawn Johnson (Jr., 2) Nov: 14 .Arkansa BLUECHIP Illustrated All-Region; rushed for 867 yds. 
LB 46 Raynoch Thompson (Jr., 1); 38 Roger Alexander (Jr., 0) ret aoe peer eabey Sashes dh ah Saale Nt 
CB 23 Dwayne Goodrich (Jr., 2); 47 Maurice Fitzgerald (Fr., 0) ov. 21 Kentucky y Shawn Seabrooks DB 5-9 185 Patterson, NJ 
CB 34 Steve Johnson (Sr., 3); 30 Andre Lott (So., 0) Nov. 28 at Vanderbilt SuperPrep All-America: PrepStar gies him No, 4 
SS 2 Fred White Ur., 2); 29 Mikki Allen (Jr., 2) se stad ile ASgs Ub panhigiin' Stanton i 9 
FS 7 Deon Grant (So., 1); 18 Gerald Griffin (Jr., 2) Rising Star Donte Stallworth DB 6-2 180 Sacramento, CA 
P 43 David Leaverton (So., 0); Bill Hurst (Sr., 0) Sophomore David Martin was so detel- Re eee eames 


: . 5 F ica; had 77 tackles and four ints. last season, 
RO MCME CM MUCSSCMSIMCMUSI tony Styics LB. 6-3 205. Cleveland, TN 


end that he spent the off-season Working (eee eT mem 


9 3 starte : 7h . Southeast Region by PrepStar; first-team all-state; 
Siny Fate care ae Sterieis on his speed and agility. A big target who made 268 tackles over last two prep seasons. 
Number after class indicates letters won is willing to go over the middle, which is a 9AGRUMUI CS (I Iii emma alae 
real luxury in the SEC National Recruiting Advisor, SuperPrep, PrepStar All- 
America; as a senior ran for 1,561 yds. with 28 TDs; 
121 tackles, 15 sacks and 13 fumble recoveries, 
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Ryan Aulds 


he offense is still trying to catch up to the 
defense at Vanderbilt just as the Com- 
modores have tried for so many years to 
catch up to the rest of the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. And until the offense takes some strides for- 
ward Vanderbilt will continue to wallow at the 
bottom of the nation’s toughest football league. 
While there is some rebuilding needed on 
defense, which finished first in the SEC, the 
offense needs to be totally revamped. The only 
optimism lies in young players who appear closer 
to competing on the SEC level than many of 
those recruited in the past. 
Before Vanderbilt can contend for the SEC 


crown or even climb out of the cellar, the Com- 
modores must first focus on snapping a confer- 
ence losing streak that stands at 18 games. 


quarterbacks 


None of the quarterbacks on the roster have 
ever taken a snap in a college game. Coach 
Woody Widenhofer moved senior Jamail Carter, 
who had been the backup for two seasons, to the 
defensive secondary in spring practice, leaving 
the quarterback assignment wide open. 

Hi Lewis, a junior, and Greg Zolman, a redshirt 
freshman, were recruited because of their strong 
arms, but neither could unseat Damian Allen last 
year and might have trouble holding back a trio of 
highly-touted freshmen: Justin Purkey, David 
Wallace and Sean O’Connor. Going into the fall, 
Lewis has the edge over Zolman. 

“I'm open-minded to starting an incoming 
freshman at quarterback,” Widenhofer says. The 
newcomers were prolific passers in high school. 
Any of the freshmen will play as soon as becom- 
ing acclimated to the college game and Vander- 
bilt’s offense. 


Owight King 


running backs 


Jared McGrath finally gave Commodore fans 
something to cheer about midway into the sea- 
son when he unseated fellow freshman Jimmy 
Williams, the most highly-touted prospect to 
sign with Vanderbilt in many years. McGrath is 
a hard-nosed runner the Commodores can build 
around while trying to launch a passing attack. 

Forget the 1-2 punch that seemed to be devel- 
oping when Williams and McGrath split time in 
the backfield. By the end of the season McGrath, 
who would just as soon run over a defender as 
around him, proved to the staff that he was capa- 
ble of carrying the load alone. Since the defense 
needs help in the secondary, Williams was will- 
ing to make the switch to cornerback. 

Rodney Williams, who bulked up during his 
redshirt season, expected to step in for the 
departed Paul Morgan at fullback. But the new 
offense employs just one back so Williams 
returns to the position for which he was recruited 
and will push McGrath. 


receivers 


The new offense uses three wideouts and all 
three positions are filled with talented, young, 
eager receivers. Todd Yoder, an All-Freshman 
SEC performer two years ago, will start at H- 
back and be the primary receiver 

Tavarus Hogans came on strong at the end of 
last season and during the spring and joins Yoder 
along with Adam Ditto, a talented redshirt fresh- 
man, as the starting trio. Zach Winkler is a good 
possession receiver, Billy Miller is best at making 
the difficult catches, and Andre Woods is one of 
the fastest players on the team. Tight ends Elliott 
Carson, a starter the last nine games, and O,]. 
Fleming both can make catches in a crowd and 
will be more involved in the new scheme. 


offensive linemen 


The offensive line has been Vanderbilt's most 
glaring weakness, but Widenhofer made some 
changes last year that were aimed at showing 
improvement this year. That means the Com- 
modores have four returning starters on the 
offensive line: Michael Saltsman, Jeff Barnett, 
Raminte’ Byndom and Clay Condrey. David 
Coppeans, who split time starting at left tackle, 
also returns. Pat Green, one of the largest players 
to ever sign with Vanderbilt at 6-7, 348, did not 
redshirt and played in nearly every game along 
with sophomores Brian Gruber at tackle and 
Darren Rothenberg at guard. 

New offensive coordinator Steve Crosby will 
focus more on the offensive line than his quar- 
terbacks or receivers because he believes the line 
has been the primary problem for the Com- 
modores in the past. 
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Dwight King 


Jared McGrath 


"i 


Fred Vinson 


The defensive line has been a strength of 
the team for many years but both starting 
ends, Jay Stallworth and Glenn Young, 
graduated. Russ Nicoll has been waiting for 
his chance and will likely take over at one 
end, but the other job is open to a group of 
untested candidates as well as Alphonso 
Harvey, who moved from defensive tackle. 

Ian Smith, who enjoyed a brilliant pre- 
season and played well in the first game, 
missed most of last year with a knee injury. 
He is back to step in at tackle along with 
Ryan Aulds at nose tackle, one of the most 
aggressive players on the team. 


That's how many consecu- 

tive losing seasons Vander 

bilt has endured. In 1982 the 

Commodores were 8-4 and made 

their last postseason appearance, a 
trip to the Hall of Fame Bowl. 


The linebackers were the backbone of the 
unit that was ranked nationally in the Top 10 
all season and finished as the best in the SEC. 
Carlton Hall led the SEC in tackles, Jamie 
Duncan was the SEC co-Defensive Player of 
the Year and Antony Jordan became a solid 
National Football League prospect. 

Now it’s time to rebuild and a trio of 
youngsters takes over. Junior Lamont 


94 


Turner saw more action than anyone else 
last year and even got to start one game 
) g ONGY Ss 
when Jordan was suspended. He is cut from 
the same cloth as Hall, undersized but will- 


ing to make up for it with quickness and 


Mr. Vanderbilt Football 


In 1954, Vanderbilt quarterback Bill 
Wade threw for 1,609 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He was a second-team 
All-American and Southeastern Con- 
ference Player of the Year after leading 
the Commodores to a 6-5 record and 
victories over Alabama and LSU. Wade 
is probably best remembered as the 
quarterback of George Halas’ Chicago 
Bears in the early 60s. He ranks fifth 
on the all-time Bears passing charts. 


as well, but that will decrease as the season 
wears on. Free safety Rahim Batten and 
strong safety Ainsley Battles started every 
game but will get some pressure from 
Carter, the former quarterback whom the 
coaches want to see on the field because of 
his size and strength. 


Sophomore John Markham battled junior 
Brett Speakman for the kicking duties last 
season and that battle continues. Markham 


_, has the stronger leg but Speakman is more 


accurate. Sophomore punter Joe Webb could 


® emerge as one of the best in the SEC after 


getting experience on a team that calls on the 
services of the punter much too often. 
Vanderbilt would like to get Alvin Duke's 
hands on the ball as much as possible. His 
speed and quickness show up when he is 
returning kickoffs and punts. Jimmy 
Williams, with his blistering speed, will also 


aggressiveness. Reckless redshirt freshman 


Jamie Winborn hopes to fill 
Duncan's huge shoes. Red- 
shirt freshman Nate Mor- 
row, an impressive athlete at 
6-3, 230, will also step up 
to the starting unit. 


Replacing All-SEC Corey 
Chavous at right corner- 
back will be difficult (per- 
haps impossible) but the 
secondary boasts more 
experienced players than 
either the line or the line- 
backers. Left cornerback 
Fred Vinson is the fastest 
player in the unit but is still 
not as adept at covering 
receivers as was Chavous. 

Jimmy Williams’ quick 
development will be a key. 
The defense is based on 
strong play by the corner- 
backs. Williams has been 
promised action on offense 


be deep on kickofts. 


Getting better? While Vanderbilt's offense 
showed some improvement it still faces a tremendous 
challenge in matching up with other teams in the SEC. 
The Commodores failed to score a touchdown in three 
games against conference teams last year and only 
scored one TD in each of the other five. 


Coaching shuffle Steve Crosby has replaced Ed 
Lambert as offensive coordinator. Dino Folino, a long- 
time assistant at Michigan State and most recently 
the defensive coordinator at Alma (Mich.) College, 
replaced Perry Fewell as secondary coach. Recruiting 
coordinator Ray Zingler took over as special teams 
coach. Defensive coordinator Norm Parker will handle 
the linebackers, a unit Chris Gaines coached last year. 
Release the hounds The schedule was shuffled 
during the off-season, leaving Vanderbilt with a sea- 
son-opening game at Mississippi State on Sept. 5. It 
will be the first time the Commodores have played the 
Bulldogs in the 1990s. Mississippi State won the last 
meeting between the two teams 42-7 in 1989. 
Spreading the wealth Fourteen different players 
caught passes last season; 10 are back for 1998. 
Going natural The artificial surface at Dudley Field 
will be replaced with natural grass for the 1999 season. 
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1997 Record: Head Coach 
SEC Record: 0-8 Woody Widenhofer 


1998 Vanderbilt Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN . 
98 Aulds, Ryan OT 63 245 So. Lebanon, TN 77 Rothenberg,Darren G 6-3 295 So. Farragut, TN 1998 Signees 
50 Barnett, Jeff C 63 259 Jr. Dallas, TX 78 Saltsman, Michael G 64 284 Jr. Wichita Falls, TX NAME POS. HT, WT. HOMETOWN 
8 Batten, Rahim FS 58 191 Sr. Detroit, Mi 58 Smith, lan DT 64 270 Sr. Sewell, NJ Antuian Bradford FB 6-0 210 Batesville, MS 
22 Battles, Ainsley SS 511193 Jr. Lilbum, GA 93 Smith, Jason DT 6-2 302 Sr. Birmingham,AL — Eamed firstteam all-state honors last season; had 
70 Byndom, Raminte’ OT 6-4 295 Jr. MidwestCity,OK 38 Speakman, Brett K 5-14 183 Jr. Charlotte, NC 395 tackles and 25 sacks in prep career. 
80 Carson, Elliott TE 6-5 250 So. Lebanon, TN 26 Stewart, Matt 1B 64 218 So. Columbus, OH ww Con 
44 Carter, Jamail S 62 215 Jr. Houston, TX 46. Taylor, Brian DB 5-11 188 Fr. Prince George, VA penictry ie ava ; rien a 
30 Charley, Damien CB 57 176 Sr. Brighton, AL 95 Trese, Steve DL 64 256 Fr. Fort Worth, TX —_ North-South All-Star and Big 33 games. 
47 Cohen, Scott P 62 208 Jr. Winter Park, FL 44 Turner, Lamont LB 6-1 234 Jr. Franklin, TN 
14 Collins, Brooks FS 6-1 198 So. Trinity, AL 97 Unzicker, Tyler DL 61 269 Fr. Palatka, FL Joe Doyle DL 6-4 241 Hales Comer, Wi 
76 Condrey, Clay OT 6-6 269 Sr, Houston, TX 45 VanNort, Diek LB 63 221 Jr. Tucson, AZ = ba treeee eae for two years eas 
66 Conyers, Wally DE 6-7 247 Fr. Atlanta,GA 1 Vinson, Fred CB 5-11 178 Sr. North Augusta, SC A Ee eee ae oe tl defeveh an 
53 Cook, Chris LB 6-4 236 Jr. Pilot Mountain, NC 99 Washington, Reggie TE 6-3 245 Fr. Windsor, CT peeeliveliees: offenstely ern ldetensivess 
71 Coppeans, David OT 6-5 293 Sr. Murfreesboro, TN 2 Watkins, Jamie FS 64 212 Jr. Hillsboro, AL Anthony Ford = LB. «6-2 220 Hoover, AL 
63 Crosby, Doyle DE 64 262 Fr PortSt.Joe,FL 91 Webb, Joe P 63 196 So. Plano, TX Had 76 tackles and eight sacks; three time al-region 
83 Daly, Shane WR 6-1 197 Fr. Lake Charies,LA 94 Whitehurst, Kevin K 60 175 So. Brentwood, TN —_ and al-district; had 252 tackles in three years. 
6 Ditto, Adam WR 5-11177 Fr. Kennesaw, GA 9 Williams, Jimmy CB 5-10 187 So. Baton Rouge, LA 
24 Duke, Alvin CB 5-9 186 Jr. Murfreesboro,TN 20 Williams,Rodney RB 5-11 200 Fr. Birmingham, AL 2ordan Hill OL 6-7 260 __ Odessa, TX 
84 Fleming, 0.! TE 6-4 259 Sr. Franklin, IN 79 Wilson, Shawn OL 64 204 Sr Newport, AL | Rave NeseieatLt eat eras eee ores 
€, 0.J. : f | 3 J port, brother of Commodore offensive lineman Matt Hill. 
75 Fougerousse, J.P, OT 63 270 Fr. Jackson, MS 43 Winborm, Jamie LB 60 232 Fr. Wetumpka, AL 
28 Gill, Leon S$ G61 180 Jr. Madison, AL 16 Winkler, Zach WR 5-11178 Jr. Birmingham, AL —Jerrol Jackson DB 6-2 185 Birmingham, AL 
60 Green, Pat OL 67 348 So. Emmaus, PA 86 Woods, Andre WR 5-9 168 So. Arlington, TX An Alabama track star who was all-state on 400- and 
64 Gruber, Brian OL 67 290 So. Katy, TX 81 Yoder, Todd WR 6-4 208 Jr. NewPalestine, IN — S0Ometer relay teams last year. 
5 Pie snes, ; She 
2 a ial a eee ae ee gl met 12 Zolman, Greg QB 64 194 Fr. Miamisburg, OH Anthony Jones WR 6-2 170 Chattanooga, TN 
LN oa Z : esse! Caught 48 passes for 1,051 yds. and 14 1Ds last 
7 Hogans, Tavarus WR 5-10 184 Jr. DeFuniak Spgs., FL year; USA Tooay listed him among the Top 20 
29 Kerr, Andrew RB 6-0 182 Jr. Atlanta, GA receivers in the nation. 
31 Koger, Domonick cB 5-8 1814 Sr. Houston, TX 
88 Lancaster, Bo WR 5-10 184 So. St. Petersburg, FL asad sues mae at eeu Tee nine 
32. Lericius, Harold CB 5-11186 Fr. Casselberry, FL agli . ; er ay 
.; cited on the BLUECHIP All-A\ list. 
13 Lewis, Hi QB 6-2 183 Jr Denver, CO Siete ee sii 
19 Markham, John K 64 207 So. Brentwood, TN Chuck Losey TE 6-4 240 Hixson, TN 
33 McGrath, Jared RB 5-9 193 So. Ocala, FL Tennessee Sports Writers Association first-team all: 
48 McGrew, AJ. LB 6-0 229 So. Birmingham, AL State selection; caught 11 passes for 183 yds. and 
52 McSwain, Ryan © G4 252 So. Mount Juliet, TN AnD 
3. Miller, Billy WR 6-0 179 Jr. — Highland Vil., TX 
Jim May OL 6-4 294 Lilburn, GA 
37 Metoyer, Johnny RB 5-9 199 Sr. North Augusta, SC A first-team altstater; named region's Lineman of the 
40 Morrow, Nate LB 63 230 Fr NewConcord, OH Year. 
73 Nicoll, Russ DE 65 266 So. Cullman, AL 
* Oates, Will # 65 249 fe Houston, TX Aaron McWhorter DB 6-1 180 Fort Worth, TX 
Reeder, Duce ie un Evansville, IN Recorded 75 solo tackles and nine pass break-ups; 
4 Robb, Joel 2, San Angelo, TX two-time alt-district selection. 
Ryan Nungesser LB 6-3 245 San Marino, CA 
Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders A two-sport star who tore his ACL in the first game of 


hi ior season and missed the se: ; AlkAmer- 
OF F ENSE (7) Passing: none 4 by The National Reciting dovisoe an DropSIa 


WR 6 Adam Ditto (Fr., 0): 16 Zach Winkler (Ur, 2) Rushing: Jimmy Williams, 98 car., 527 yds., 2 TDs 
TO (ET...) INKED (JP, iving: Sean O'Connor QB 6-6 228 Hackensack, NJ 
LT 76 Clay Condrey (Sr., 3); 71 David Coppeans (Sr., 3) Recelving: Tavarus Hogan, 20 rec., 381. yds., 3 TDs Quarterbacked two state championship teams and 


LG 78 Michael Saltsman (Jr, 2); 64 Brian Gruber (So., 1) Scoring: John Markham, 8 FGs, 10 XP, 34 points his 1997 squad was ranked No. 12 nationally by USA 


C 50 Jeff Barnett (Jr., 2); 52 Ryan McSwain (So., 4) Punting: Joe Webb, 76 punts, 38.9 avg. a 
RG 60 Pat Green (So., 1); 77 Darren Rothenberg (So., 1) Kicking: John Markham, 8-13 FGs, 10-13 XP Brent Peacher OL 6-5 300 _ Lexington, KY 
RT 70 Raminte’ Byndom (Jr., 2); 79 Shawn Wilson (Sr., 3) [FLERAVCSHINUSS Sr ul eatol omelet) [o) gh Meee mention all-state honors along with 
TE 80 Elliott Carson (So., 1); 84 O.J. Fleming (Sr., 3) Sacks: Ainsley Battles, 1.5 ¥ . 
WR 7 Tavarus Hogans (Jr., 2); 86 Andre Woods (So., 1) Interceptions: Rahim Batten, 3 for 29 yards Justin Purkey QB 6-3 200 Nashville, TN 
F c A finalist for the Class 2A Mr. Football in Tennessee; 
me nud shes mess 2 feat Be 19 98 Ss h d 1 as an all-state selection; threw for 30 TDs in his 
“9 W rs Career. 
RB 33 Jared McGrath (So., 1); 20 Rodney Williams (Fr., 0) c e . u e€ 
K 19 John Markham (So., 1); 38 Brett Speakman Ur., 2) Sept.5 at Mississippi State Everett Robinson WR/RB 5-10180 Lexington, KY 
ve xf Sept 43 at Alabama@ Rushed for 670 yds. and passed for 685 more; broke 
° Met Rog a two 99-yard kickoff returns this year. 
DEFENSE (5) Sept.19 Mississippi 
pees Aik i ‘ Oct-33: . at TCU Tim Simone TE 6-5 225 Pittsburgh, PA 
2 Alphonso Harvey (Sr., 3); 66 Wally Conyers (Fr., 0) Oct. 10 Western Michigan Made the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s Fabulous 25 
DT 58 lan Smith (Sr., 3); 95 Steve Trese (Fr., 0) ; : 8 SOUT ior Crees 
} Oct.17 at Georgia 
NT 98 Ryan Aulds (So., 1); 93 Jason Smith (Sr., 3) Oct. 24 South Carolina Dan Stricker WR 6-3 190 Cincinnati, OH 
DE 73 Russ Nicoll (So., 2); 63 Doyle Crosby (Fr., 0) O “ 31 Duk Caught 91 passes for 1,910 yds. and 22 TDs in hi 
LB 40 Nate Morrow (Fr., 0); 53 Chris Cook (Jr., 2) hed Bond eect Hine ee, AB PONE DY Eien, 
LB 43 Jamie Winborn (Fr., 0); 45 Diek VanNort (Jr., 2) Naw, 1 4 t . = k Lew Thomas RB 6-0 205 _ Atlanta, GA 
LB 44 Lamont Turner (Jr., 1); 26 Matt Stewart (So., 1) : at Kentucky Named Nike's Player of the Month in football as a 
CB 9 Jimmy Williams (So.,1); 31 Domonick Koger (Sr., 3) Nov. 28 Tennessee junior; three-sport athlete in high school. 
re os Armies patie Oe ae Panien ores heen PBI MIRE _ David Wallace QB 6-4 210 Brentwood, TN 
insley Battles (Jr., 2); amail Carter (Jr., = First-team Class A All-State; two-time Nashville Ban- 
FS 8 Basie aia (Sr., 3); 2 Jamie Watkins (Jr, 2) Rising Star ner AlMetvo selection pared baer 5 earaae 
P 91 Joe Webb (So., 1); 38 Brett Speakman (Jr, 2) Diebealier ones stuns plenied ne ee 
whenever any of the three star linebackers 
Brandon WalthourDB 6-3 191 Orlando, FL 
#) indicat Baron tet ‘art were unable to play last season and the Played just senior year of football; all-Central Florida 
( ae licates number of returning starters defense never suffered. Turner now moves [ERMeinisummesecin 
indicates returning starters : 
Number after class indicates letters won in as a Starter after recording 20 tackles 


Dustin Wuest OL 6-3 290 Austin, TX 
Enrolled at Vanderbilt mid-year ‘97-'98 after graduat- 


last year playing in the shadows of Jamie 
Duncan, Carlton Hall and Antony Jordan. [isiehinepeereeca 
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labama traditionalists might have a 
Ave pronouncing the words “Air 

Bama” out loud, but whether they like it 
or not, that’s where Crimson Tide football is 
headed in 1998. 

Second-year coach and Bear Bryant disciple 
Mike DuBose, shocked by a 4-7 rookie record, 
has vowed that the pass will set up the run 
instead of the other way around. DuBose hired 
Brigham Young-trained Charlie Stubbs away 
from Nevada-Las Vegas to put the plan in place. 

It’s actually not a new idea for the Bama 
brain trust. DuBose planned to switch to the 
passing attack his first year but lost his courage. 


Michael Vaughn 


“The biggest thing I learned is that ultimately 
I'm responsible,” he says, “so I’m going to do it 
my way.” 

Though fans may not be comfortable with 
the means, they'll gladly accept the change if 
Alabama wins this year. And with seven defen- 
sive starters back, Bama fans expect the Tide to 
be in the hunt for a trip to the the SEC cham- 


pionship game. 


quarterbacks 
Fifth-year senior John David Phillips, who 


moved between the secondary and quarter- 
back until settling under center last season, is 
the only Tide quarterback who has thrown a 
pass in a college game. He was 1-of-3 last year, 
but that one was for a touchdown against Ten- 
nessee. Redshirt freshman Andrew Zow shared 
spring reps with Phillips, but neither was out- 
standing. 

The quarterback this fall may not be on cam- 
pus yet; the job could go to incoming freshman 
Tyler Watts, one of the nation’s top prospects 
who brings big-time size (6-3) and arm. 


Courtland Richards 


running backs 


Three talented runners had to share one foot- 
ball last season, and none of the three got going, 
as the Tide ground game was surprisingly ane- 
mic. Now that Dennis Riddle and Curtis 
Alexander are gone, the ball belongs to poten- 
tial all-star Shaun Alexander. Injuries and a visit 
to the DuBose doghouse held him to 415 yards 
after 589 as a redshirt freshman. 

Fans have gotten glimpses of Alexander's tal- 
ent, as they did on the night he ran for a school- 
record 291 yards against LSU in 1996. He's 
finally the main man and should thrive as the 
featured back. 

Dustin McClintock started three games at 
fullback, and at 261 pounds, his main job is 
protecting his fellow running backs and the 
quarterback. 


receivers 


While there is no experienced pitcher, there 
are plenty of experienced catchers. Flanker 
Michael Vaughn, a 1996 starter who caught 39 
passes for 702 yards and six touchdowns, 
returns after losing all of the 1997 season and 
98 spring practice to back and elbow surgery. 
Calvin Hall, who started in his place and took 
in 19 passes for 301 and three scores, gives the 
position a pair of talented and experienced 
players. At split end, Quincy Jackson is the 
leading receiver with 29 catches for 472 yards 
and three touchdowns. Junior Shamari 
Buchanan is a 6-2 possession receiver and a 
solid backup. 

At tight end, sophomore Shawn Draper 
should move into departed Rod Rutledge’s 
starting spot. He's a huge target (6-4, 284) but 
failed to catch a pass in 1997. 


offensive linemen 


Only junior Chris Samuels, who starts his 
19th consecutive game at tackle in the opener, 
and sophomore center Paul Hogan, a freshman 
All-American who started 10-of-11 last season, 
are returning first-teamers. 

Sophomore Will Cuthbert and senior Sage 
Spree both have started and provide quality 
depth. This allows junior Jason McDonald and 
sophomore Griff Redmill to move from tackle 
to guard. They join five-game starter Mookie 
Moore, a junior, and junior college transfer 


Todd Whitmore. 
defensive linemen 


There’s not much experience along the front 
four. Chris Hood, a senior, developed nicely at 
rush end last season until injuries took him out 
after eight games. He's healthy now. Juniors 
Clint Waggoner and Reggie Grimes bring start- 
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Dwight King 


wi 


Shaun Alexander 


ing time at end. With the loss of both 
starting tackles, the sensational Bama 
freshman of a year ago, Kenny Smith, 
moves from end to join junior Jamie 
Carter. Smith’s quickness helped him log 
seven tackles behind the line of scrimmage. 
Sam Matthews went out after two games 
of his freshman year and was granted a 
medical redshirt. He was the No. 1 
prospect coming out of the state of Florida 
as a high school senior and had cracked the 
lineup as a true freshman two years ago. 
0 The nation-leading number 
of bowl appearances by the 
Crimson Tide. Last season was 
only the third in the last 37 years 


Bama failed to go to a bowl. Starting 
a new streak in ‘98 is a major goal. 


linebackers 


Perhaps the strongest position on the 
team with three returning starters and 
quality depth. Seniors Steve Stanley on the 
strong side and Trevis Smith on the weak 
side flank sophomore Travis Carroll in the 
middle. Not blessed with great size, they 
get to the ball quickly and have the speed 
to fall into pass defense. Smith had 13 
tackles for loss and five sacks. 

Steve Harris, a senior, and Chris Horne, 
a sophomore, played in every game last 


98 


season. Four other seniors — Chris 
Edwards, Tito Smith, Eddie Hunter and 
Granison Wagstaff — make the position 


Courtland Richards 


Mr. Alabama Football 


He was known as Alabama's “other” 
end during his playing career, lining 
up opposite the great Don Hutson. 
Still, this player was named second- 
team All-SEC in 1934 and was known 
for his undeniable toughness, having 
played the entire 1935 Tennessee 
game on a broken leg. Oh, and Paul 
“Bear” Bryant would go on to win 
323 games and six national titles as 
the greatest coaching legend in the 
college game. 


is a smart player who excels on special 
teams. 


specialists 

Senior Daniel Pope is one of the SEC’s, 
and the nation’s, best punters. He averaged 
43.1 yards on 57 punts, third in the SEC 
and 25th in the nation. 

Placekicking is a different matter. The 
Crimson Tide never found a kicker last 
season and are hunting for one again going 
into the season. Senior Brian Cunningham 
led the team in scoring with 50 points but 
was inconsistent, hitting 12-of-21 field 
goals and 14-of-17 extra points. Sopho- 
more A.J. Diaz has the strongest leg, and 
Chris Kemp and Ryan Pflugner are also in 
the mix. 


With his speed, Bryant is a dangerous 


strong and deep. 


defensive backs 


Two seniors, Fernando 
Bryant at cornerback and 
Kelvin Sigler at free safety, 
cover half of the secondary 
with savvy and_ speed. 
Bryant is the team’s fastest 
player and a good cover 
man whose three 1997 
interceptions included a 
66-yard touchdown. Senior 
Antoine Hunter takes over 
at the other corner. Senior 
Michael Feagin and sopho- 
more Kecalf Bailey are both 
experienced and give depth 
to the position. 

Sigler is a big hitter who 
led the team in tackles 
with 86. Sophomores 
Tony Dixon and Marcus 
Spencer both had starts at 
strong safety as freshmen 
and will likely share the 
position as sophomores. 
Senior Warren Foust, who 
moved to the secondary 
from quarterback last year, 


return man. He was second in the SEC 
and 11th in the nation in kickoff returns 


with 15 for 416 yards. 


Outside the Huddle 


Growing pains Rookie coach Mike DuBose re- 
worked his staff after only the second losing season 
at Bama since 1957. New faces belong to offensive 
coordinator/line coach Neil Callaway, assistant head 
coach/tight ends coach Ronnie Cottrell, defensive 
backs coach Charlie Harbison, defensive line coach 
Jackie Shipp and quarterbacks coach Charlie Stubbs. 
Double duty Callaway was DuBose’s roommate 
when both were linemen for Bear Bryant in the 
1970s. He now joins a handful of coaches who have 
worked for both Alabama and bitter rival Auburn. 
Back and forth DuBose will use some players 
both ways. A prominent two-way man will be starting 
corner Fernando Bryant. The team’s fastest player 
will also be used at wide receiver to utilize his speed. 
Face-lift Bryant-Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa has a 
new look this season. The capacity goes from 70,123 
to 82,000, including the obligatory luxury boxes. 
Still ahead Bama will be playing Brigham Young 
and East Carolina for the first time but holds a con- 
siderable all-time edge over their other nine oppo- 
nents. Only Arkansas (5-3), Florida (17-11) and 
Auburn (35-26-1) are within 10 wins of the Crimson 
Tide in their alltime series. 
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1998 Alabama Roster 


NO, NAME 

37 baeah tee Shaun 
80 Allen, We 

Babcock, ay 
Bailey, Kecaif 
Barfield, Michael 
Barnes, Gary 
Barron, Chad 
Black, Wesley 
Bobo, Reginald 
Bohanon, Shaun 
Bonga, Dennis 
Bowens, Tim 
Brodie, Brooks 
Brown, lzra 
Bryant, Fernando 
Buchanan, Shamari 
Butler, Bo _ 

44 Carroll, Travis 
90 Carter, Jamie 

414 Chambers, Lee 
Christian, Myles 
Cox, Adam 

27 Cox, Brent 

2 Crittenden, Dave 
Crutchfield, Rhett 
19 Cunningham, Brian 
Cuthbert, Will 
15 Diaz, AJ. 

24 Dixon, Tony 
Douglas, laymond 
Draper, Shawn 
Edwards, Chris 
10 Eller, Jeff 
Feagin, Michael 
iS at Chae John 


17 Fost Waren 
Gardner, Jonathan 
Glover, Martin 
16 Goode, Percy 
Goss, Gary 
Grimes, Reggie 
Gunnells, Ross 
Hall, Calvin 
Harris, Steven 
Harris, Steve 
Hill, Thomas 
74 Hogan, Paul 
Holloway, Steven 
Hood, Chris 
Horne, Chris 
Hunter, Antoine 
Hunter, Eddie 
s Hunter, Jamie 
Jackson, Quincy 


pent Chart 


HT. WT CL. HOMETOWN 
6-1 205 Jr. Florence, KY 
5-11 160 Sr. Hoover, AL 
6-0 253 So. Albertville, AL 
5-9 158 So. Tuscaloosa, AL 
6-5 285 Fr. Dothan, AL 
5-11 195 So, Nashville, TN 
6-2 205 Fr. Marietta, GA 
6-2 175 Jr Hoover, AL 
6-0 196 So. Bloomfield Hills, Ml 
6-2 195 So, Oak Ridge, TN 
6-3 190 Fr Tallahassee, FL 
6-1 191 Jr. Killen, AL 
6-3 260 Sr. Tifton, GA 
6-2 180 So. Panama City, FL 
6-0 177 Sr. Murfreesboro, TN 
2 196 Jr. Atlanta, GA 
5-11 184 Jr. Scottsboro, AL 
6-4 234 So. Jacksonville, FL 
6-3 321 Jr. Philadelphia, MS 
6-4 200 Enterprise, AL 
5-7 185 Jr. Tuscaloosa, AL 
6-1 220 Fr. Jasper, AL 
6-0 195 Jr. State Road, NC 
6-2 196 Jr. Florence, AL 
6-4 243 Sr. Birmingham, AL 
5-9 178 Sy. Birmingham, AL 
6-6 299 So. Ft. Pierce, FL 
5-9 170 So. Miami, FL 
6-3. 197 So, Reform, AL 
5-10 180 Jr. Birmingham, AL 
64 284 So. Huntsville, AL 
6-2 245 Sr. Bessemer, AL 
6-0 185 Fr. Pelham, AL 
5-9 180 Sr Greenville, AL 
61 186 Fr. Augusta, GA 
6-0 200 So. Vinemont, AL 
6-3 217 Sr Midwest City, OK 
6-2 185 So, Hokes Bluif, AL 
5-9 190 So. Sumiton, AL 
5-11 189 Jr. Jasper, AL 
6-0 205 Fr. Warner Robins, GA 
65 290 Jr. Nashville, TN 
6-1 203 So. Aliceville, AL 
62 198 Sr. Gallatin, TN 
5-11 180 Fr. Clarkston, GA 
61 240 Sr Town Creek, AL 
5-10 184 Jr. Meridian, AL 
6-4 266 So, Valdosta, GA 
6-1 250 So. Hoover, AL 
6-1 286 Sr Town Creek, AL 
6-0 217 So. Sandersville, GA 
6-3 207 Sr. Valdosta, GA 
6-2 225 Sr. LeFlore, AL 
ee 225 Fr. Daphne, AL 

486 Sr. Brundidge, AL 


OFFENSE (3) 


C 74 Paul Hogan (So., 1); 55 Brooks Brodie (Sr., 1) 


2); 5 Andrew Zow (Fr., 0) 


75 Griff Redmill (So., 1); 69 Michael Moore (Jr., 2) 
72 Will Cuthbert (So., 1); 63 Sage Spree (Sr., 2) 
38 Shawn Draper (So., 1); 85 Rhett Crutchfield (Sr., 1) 
83 Caivin Hall (Sr., 3); 22 Michael Vaughn (Ur., 2) 
12 John David Phillips (Sr., 
30 Dustin McClintock (So., 1); 21 Montoya Madden (Sr., 3) 
37 Shaun Alexander (Jr., 2); 26 Arvin Richard (So., 1) 

K 19 Brian Cunningham (Sr., 2); 15 A.J. Diaz (So., 0) 


DEFENSE (7) 


P 40 Daniel Pope (Sr., 1) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates retuming starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


34 Chris Hood (Sr., 3); 92 Shaun Williams (Fr., 0) 
88 Kenny Smith (So., 1); 95 Sam Matthews (Fr., 0) 
90. Jamie Carter (Jr., 2); 51 Carlos Stennis (So., 0) 
91 Clint Waggoner (Jr., 2); 98 Reggie Grimes (Jr., 2) 
4 Steve Stanley (Sr., 3); 14 Chris Horne (So., 1) 
44 Travis Carroll (So., 1); 59 Chris Edwards (Sr., 3) 
48 Trevis Smith (Sr., 3); 43 Steve Harris (Sr., 0) 
25 Fernando Bryant (Sr., 3); 3 Michael Feagin (Sr., 3) 
39 Antoine Hunter (Sr., 1); 13 Kecalf Bailey (So., 1) 
24 Tony Dixon (So., 1); 41 Marcus Spencer (So., 1) 
20 Kelvin Sigler (Sr., 3); 17 Warren Foust (Sr., 3) 


7 Quincy Jackson (Sr., 1); 84 Shamari Buchanan (Jr., 2) 
60 Chris Samuels (Jr., 2); 78 Michael Barfield (Fr., 0) 
70 Jason McDonald (Jr., 2); 64 Todd Whitmore (Jr., 0) 


10, NAME HOMETOWN 
Jones, Jason Tuscaloosa, AL 
Kellen, Jason Tuscaloosa, AL 
penn al Jacksonville, FL 
Long, We: Guntersville, AL 
Madden, Montoya Town Creek, AL 
Malone, Alex Huntsville, AL 


Matthews, Sam 
McAddley, Jason 
McClintock, Dustin 
McDonald, Jason 
McNatt, Drew 
Mollicone, Marc 


Jacksonville, ft 
Oakridge, T 
Quinlan, Ix 
Theodore, AL 
Aurora, MO 
Fall River, MA 


Moore, Michael Fayette, AL 
Morgan, Patrick Birmingham, AL 
Pflugner, Ryan Sarasota, FL 
Phillips, ‘Greg Mobile, AL 
Phillips, Jonn David Anniston, AL 
Poe, Monte Nashville, TN 
Pope, Daniel é Alpharetta, GA 
ay, Chris So. iedmont, AL 
Recmil, Griff 6-6 271 " Jasper, AL 
Reed, R.J. FL . Tallahassee, FL 
Reier, Chris _ 5-9 180 Jacksonville, FL 
Richard, Arvin 5-6 172 So. Atlanta, GA 
aah Jonathan fi Fyffe, AL 
Rowell, Jeff Northport, AL 
Samuels, Chris Mobile, AL 
Sigler, Kelvin Mobile, AL 
Slay, Marcus Dunwoody, GA 
Smith, Kenny Meridian, MS. 
Smith, Tito Birmingham, AL 
Smith, Trevis LB 6-0 , MOmneornery, AL 
Spencer, Marcus York, AL 
Spree, Sage 4 Boligee, AL 
Stanley, Steve i Leighton, AL 
Staten, Rob-E y earl, MS 


Stennis, Carlos 
Sullen Jr., James 
Turner, Justin 
Upchurch, Robert 
Vaughn, Michael 
Vickery, Michael 
Waggoner, Clint 
Wagstaff, Granison 
Warren, Jarrod 
Watson, John David 
Welch, Westley 


Meridian, MS 
Tuskegee, AL 
Lyman, SC 
Livingston, AL 
Clarksdale, MS 
Mobile, AL 
Fairourn, GA 
Enterprise, AL 
Birmingham, AL 
Franklin, TN 
Monroeville, AL 


White, Darius Accokeek, MD 
Whitmore, Todd Ranburne, AL 
Williams, Shaun Augusta, GA 
Williams, Taylor Tuscaloosa, AL 
Winston, Owen Montgomery, AL 
Womack, Walter Greenville, AL 
Yount, Joe Albertville, AL 


Zow, Andrew 


tap Returning Leaders 


Passing: John David Phillips, 1-3-4-0, 1 TD 
Rushing: Shaun Alexander, 90 car., 415 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Quincy Jackson, 29 rec., 472 yds., 3 TDs 
Scoring: Brian Cunningham, 12 FGs, 14 XP, 50 points 
Punting: Daniel Pope, 57 punts, 43.1 avg. 


Lake Butler, FL 


Kicking: Brian Cunningham, 12-21 FGs, 14-17 XP 
Tackles: Kelvin Sigler, 86, 51 solo 

Sacks: Trevis Smith, 5 

Interceptions: Kelvin Sigler and Fernando Bryant, 3 


1998 Schedule 


Sept.5 BYU 
Sept.12 Vanderbilt@ 
Sept. 26 at Arkansas 
Oct. 3 Florida 
Oct. 10 Mississippi 
Oct.17 East Carolina@ 
Oct. 24 at Tennessee 
Oct. 31 Southern Miss 
Nov. 7 at LSU 
Nov. 14 Mississippi State 
Nov. 21 Auburn@ 


@Birmingham, AL 


Rising Star 

Sophomore defensive lineman Kenny 
Smith started four late-season games. 
His size and quickness helped him to 30 


tackles, including seven behind the line 
and two quarterback sacks. A freshman 
All-SEC and All-America performer, he can 
play either tackle or end. 


Head Coach 
Mike DuBose 


1998 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Lanis Baxley OL 6-7 250 Waynesboro, GA 
A first team Class 3A All-State pick. Graded 80 percent 
at his left guard position his senior year. 

Marvin Brown FB 6-0 245 Hyattsville, MD 
After one season as fullback earned all-state honors. 
Rushed for 927 yds, and 12 TDs. 

Sam Collins WR 6-2 185 Fayette County, AL 
A Birmingham News Super All-State selection. Finished 
career with 3,844 receiving yds. 

Marvin Constant LB 6-3 257 Tuscaloosa, AL 
A member of The Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 
100 Squad and a PrepStar AlkAmerican. Top 100 by 
The National Recruiting Advisor. 

Victor Ellis LB 6-3 210 Chattanooga, TN 
Recorded 79 tackles and five ints. as a safety. Will 
likely play OLB in college. Selected Tennessee's 11th 
best prospect by The Knoxville News-Sentinel. 
Ahmaad Galloway RB/LB6-0 200 Millington, TN 
Rushed for 1,935 yds. and 23 TDs as a senior. The 
Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 100 team. 

Darius Gilbert 1B 6-2 210 Oxford, AL 
Played nine different positions during high school. As 
@ senior, recorded 120 solo tackles, five ints. and six 
sacks. Honorable mention USA Topay All-America. 
Comelius Griffin DE 6-5 280  Brundidge, AL 
Earned JUCO AlLAmerican honors his sophomore sea- 
son at Pearl River Junior College. 

Damien Jones  ATH/WR 6-2 200 Prichard, AL 
Led Vigor High School to a 9-2 season rushing for 
more than 700 yds. and passing for G00. 

Terry Jones TE 6-4 245 Tuscaloosa, AL 
Will play both basketball and football for Alabama. 
Eamed 6A All-State honors as a junior. 

Canary Knight DE 6-4 245 Tallahassee, FL 
In ‘97, had 96 tackles (15 for losses), seven sacks, 
four blocked field goals and an interception. 

Eric Locke ATH 5-9 185 Murfreesboro, TN 
USA Topay's pick as Tennessee's No, 1 prospect. On 
The Atlanta Journal's Super Southern 100 squad. 
Kenric Lott OL 6-5 310 

Selected to The Flonda Times Union Super 24 as a 
senior. Was at Jones Junior College in ‘97. 

Ray Marshall OL 6-3 310 Montevallo, AL 
Only played organized football for two seasons but 
earned Class 4A All-State honors as a senior. 

Miguel Merritt ©S 6-2 216 Hopkinsville, KY 
First team Junior College All-American. intercepted 
seven passes last Season. 

Freddie Milons WR 5-11177 Starkville, MS 
A SuperPrep National 50 selection. USA Tooay second 
team All-American. Member of The Atlanta Journal's 
Super Southern 100 squad. 

Mario Monds DL 6-5 340 Fort Pierce, FL 
Set a school record at Hutchinson CC in the bench 
press (425 pounds), 65 tackles seven sacks last year. 
Aries Monroe LB 6-3 220 Tallahassee, FL 
Finished with 150 tackles and 29 sacks over the last 
two seasons. A member of The Oriance Sentinel's 
Super 24 squad. Class 5A All-State. 

Kindal Moorehead LB 6-4 284 Memphis, TN 
A PrepStar Dream Team selection and a SuperPrep Alt 
American. Atlanta Journal's Super Souther 100 team. 
Johnavan TE 64 265 Miami, FL 
Half brother of former Alabama player and NFL Pro 
Bowler Derrick Thomas. 

Reggie Myles DB 6-0 180 la, MS 
A SuperPrep National SO player. Averaged 22.9 yds. on 
punt retums and 49.5 yds. on kickoff returns last sea- 
son. The Atlanta Journal's Super Southem 100 team. 
Marico Portis OL 6-3 297 Pritchard, AL. 
Graded 85 percent on his line play his senior year. A 
USA Topay honorable mention All-American. 

Bart Raulston OL 6-8 320 Sylvania, AL 
Graded 88 percent for his offensive line play last sea- 
son. A PrepStar Dream Team selection and member of 
The Atianta Journal's Super Southern 100 team. 
Shontua Ray RB 5-10185 Montevallo, AL 
Finished career with 6,152 yds. rushing and 71 TDs. A 
SuperPrep AltAmerican and member of The Atlanta 
Journal's Super 100 team. 

Derek Sanders DL 6-5 245 Sandersville, GA 
An All-American by SuperPrep , Sanders had 90 tack- 
les and five sacks. 

Theo Sanders LB 6-4 220 Birmingham, AL 
Averaged 10 tackles a game as a senior. 

Luke Tucker QB 6-1 185 Fayette Co., AL 
Completed 162 of 332 passes for 2,697 yds. and 22 
TDs last season, leading Fayette County to a 12-2 
record. Threw for 7,400 yds. in his prep career. 

Tyler Watts QB 6-3 205 Pelham, AL 
A SuperPrep and PrepStar All-American, Watts threw 
for 2,485 yds. and 20 TDs as a senior. 

Phillip Weeks DB 6-2 170 Lake Butler, FL 
A two-year starter, Weeks finished his career at Union 
County High Schoo! with 95 tackles, six ints., one 
blocked punt and three fumble recoveries. 

Todd Whitmore DL 6-5 280 Ranburne, AL 
Played both ways at East Mississippi. Had 75 tackles, 
14 stops for loss, four sacks last season. 
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Anthony Lucas 


mid a pep rally atmosphere, Coach Hous- 
A: Nutt has returned to his home state 

for his dream job. The only thing better 
than the way the fans embraced Nutt was his 
timing. He jumped from a one-year stopover at 
Boise State to find the pieces in place to win right 
away at Arkansas. 

“T think they're right there,” Nutt said when 
considering the job. “I think they're very, very 
close.” 

A senior class of 17, with 10 returning starters 
on offense and nine on defense should help 
wrench Arkansas from the grip of its worst decade 
since the 1940s. The most favorable schedule 


since joining the SEC will help too, although 
contending for the SEC West title is a stretch. 


quarterbacks 


For the first time since 1995, coaches aren't 
biting their fingernails over this position because 
they finally have a returning starter in unflap- 
pable junior Clint Stoerner. Stoerner set the 
school season passing record (2,347 yards) last 
year, as his strengths overcame the occasional 
mistakes of a first-year starter. He’s intelligent, 
has adequate arm strength and shows leadership, 
but Stoerner’s best quality might be his tough- 
ness. He took 42 sacks last season and didn’t miss 
a game. The challenge this season will be for him 
to start finding the open second and third 
receiver and not to force passes into tight cover- 
age. His 12 touchdowns to 13 interceptions 
killed his rating. A less complicated offense and 
shorter drops should help. 

Sophomore Chadd Jones, agile and strong- 
armed, served as the backup last year, but he'll 
be pushed by redshirt freshmen Grant Sum- 
ner and Jared McBride. 


Dwight King 


running backs 


The biggest question for two years has been 
whether tailback Madre Hill would play again 
like the old Madre Hill. After two reconstructive 
knee surgeries and two missed seasons, the ques- 
tion will be answered this season. 

Nutt believes Hill, a junior, can reclaim the 
speed burst and instant cutting that allowed 
him to set the Arkansas season rushing record 
(1,387 yards) in 1995. If Hill does make it all 
the way back, he'll have to share time with at 
least one other tailback, perhaps Chrys Chuk- 
wuma, a strong-running junior who averaged 
5.3 yards per carry. Chukwuma has recovered 
from a back injury that knocked him out of the 
last seven games. 

Sophomore Rod Stinson and redshirt fresh- 
man Alvin Ray provide quickness and quality 
depth. Eric Branch, a tailback last year, could 
find more playing time at fullback this season. 


receivers 


This was and still is the offense’s deepest spot, 
but the cast was under-used last season because 
Arkansas relied so much on all-time leading 
receiver Anthony Eubanks. His graduation could 
be a blessing in disguise, forcing passes to be 
spread among talented juniors Anthony Lucas, 
Michael Snowden, Emanuel Smith, Michael 
Williams and Hubert Loudermilk. 

Of the group, Smith presents the toughest 
match up for defensive backs because of his size 
(6-1, 223) and speed (consistent 4.4). But Smith 
also has struggled with a variety of injuries. Even 
more under-used but potentially as effective are 
junior tight ends Al Heringer and Joe Dean Dav- 
enport. Both run well enough to shake an aver- 
age linebacker, and Davenport’ 6-7 frame 
allows him to pluck balls thrown well above the 
coverage. 


offensive line 


Its a tale of two groups. The senior trio of 
guards Brandon Burlsworth, Russ Brown and 
center Grant Garrett have started the last two sea- 
sons together and have proved themselves as solid 
run and pass blockers. But coaches need to find 
two tackles who can keep the SEC’ lightning- 
quick outside linebackers from abusing Stoerner 
like they did last year. 

Junior Bobby Williams and senior Chad Aber- 
nathy started last year, but don't be surprised if 
sophomores Rick Johnson and Marcus Clavelle 
make an impact. Johnson is the team’s strongest 
player. Clavelle has quick feet and could be a dev- 
astating blocker if he decides to assert his 6-7, 
325-pound frame. Senior reserve guard Michael 
Henry is a pile-driving load when he plays smart 
and stays away from penalties. 
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Melvin Bradley 


defensive line 


Melvin Bradley, a senior, has been one of 
the smallest SEC linemen the last two sea- 
sons, but he’s been difficult to block because 
of his quickness and has led the team in 
tackles both seasons. Senior Ryan Hale and 
junior D.J. Cooper are strong pass rushers 
and have helped Arkansas put up good run- 
stopping lines the last two years. 

Redshirt freshman Sacha Lancaster is 
slightly undersized but makes up for it with 
a maniacal intensity. His intensity was evi- 
dent the first day of preseason workouts last 
year when, during a scrap, he body- 
slammed an offensive lineman who out- 


weighed him by 60 pounds. 


Arkansas’ rank in rushing 

among the 112 Division I-A 

teams last season. The Razor- 

backs averaged 56.5 yards rushing 
per game. 


linebackers 


This group could challenge the receivers 
to a 400-meter relay race. That’s good news 
for the new coaches who plan to use a blitz- 
prone eight-man front. 

Outside linebackers C.J. McLain and 
Randy Garner, Quenton Caver and Bryan 
Smith are fast off the corners, and they took 
turns making big plays last year. 
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McLain, a senior, only played in seven 


Mr. Arkansas Football 


Loyd Phillips (1964-66) was a two- 
time All-American defensive lineman 
for the Razorbacks and won the 
1966 Outland Trophy. Phillips embod- 
ied the undersized but scrappy play- 
ers Arkansas used to win 22 
consecutive games and the 1964 
national championship. The Chicago 
Bears selected Phillips in the first 
round of NFL draft in 1967 and he 
ended his career with the New 
Orleans Saints. 


Nichols served as a backup safety last year, 
but coaches believe he makes too many big 
plays to keep off the field so he might find a 
spot at outside linebacker. 

When backup safety Jeremiah Harper 
enters the game, a loud crack is likely to fol- 
low. He gets more hitting force out of his 
175 pounds than any other Razorback. 


specialists 

Todd Latourette will kick for the fourth 
consecutive season. He made all 20 of his 
extra points and connected on 7-of-12 
field-goal attempts last season, including a 
career-long 47-yarder. Four of his misses 
were from beyond 40 yards. 

The punting job is up for grabs among a 


€ 


Dwight King 


games because of a suspension he shared 
with Smith, but he still led or ranked near 
the top of Arkansas’ big-play categories such 
as sacks, hurries and forced fumbles. And 
potentially the best of the bunch, redshirt 


slew of walk-ons and reserve quarterback 
Sumner. Arkansas’ returns have been 
abysmal the last couple of seasons, but there 
is hope that speedy redshirt freshman Alvin 
Ray will solve the problem. 


freshman Carlos Hall, is 
moving to inside linebacker 
so coaches can get him on 
the field. 

That makes the inside 
crowded with starters Jamel 
Harris and J.J. Jones, both 
juniors, returning along 
with part-time starter Harry 
Wilson, a senior. Norman 
Nero has developed as a 
dependable run stopper. 


defensive 
backs 


The defensive changes 
have reduced the secondary 
to three spots, two corner- 
backs and a safety. Senior 
Zac Painter and juniors 
David Barrett, Ontraia 
Moss and Chris Chalmers 
provide speed at the cor- 
ners. Kenoy Kennedy and 
Jeromy Flowers are reliable 
safeties who offer strong run 
support. Senior Cory 


Outside the Huddle 


Climbing Clint Stoerner enters the 1998 season 
in ninth place on Arkansas’ passing list at 2,500 
yards, and needs 3,282 yards to break Barry Lun- 
ney’s school record. 

No guaranteed wins Arkansas has not swept 
its regular-season non-conference games in any 
season during the 1990s. The Razorbacks are 
13-11 in those games. They went 29-3-1 in non- 
conference games in the 1980s. 

He Fitz in well Receivers coach Fitz Hill, the only 
assistant Houston Nutt retained from Danny Ford’s 
staff, has maintained rare job stability in the coach- 
ing profession. Hill is working for his fourth 
Arkansas head coach and entering his eighth sea- 
son with the program. 

Eligibility extensions The NCAA granted both 
tight end Al Heringer and tailback Madre Hill an 
extra year of eligibility. Injuries knocked both out of 
two seasons. 

New opponent Arkansas finally got Florida off its 
schedule, and Kentucky fills that spot just as the 
Wildcats appear to be resurrecting their program. 
The schools have played only once. Kentucky won 
6-0 on Nov. 12, 1905 at Fayetteville. 
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Head Coach 


2-6 Houston Nutt 


CL. HOMETOWN . NAME HOMETOWN 7 
72 Nebo Chad vg Sr. ante View, a Kent, Delancey : Monroe, LA 1998 Signees 
ustin, Sam So. t. Smith, Keyes, Morgan FB So. Little Rock, AR 
18 Barrett, David CB % -Osce0l, AR Kirk Odis. WR 5-11 156 Fr. Mena, aR NAME See ee 
31 Berry, D’Andre DB Houston, TX 65 Lancaster, Sacha DL 6-2 265 Fr. SanAntonio, TX Andre Ackee RB 5-11 210 _ Little Rock, AR 
Bertrand, Brock LB Heber Springs, AR 10 Latourette, Todd K 64 210 Sr. Pensacola, FL  SuperPrep preseason AltAmerica; 102 carries for 
Best, Bryan QB . Blowing Rock, NC 23 Lockhart, Tony DB 6-2 194 Fr. Beebe, AR 899 yds. in 1997 
Boydstun, Brian FL So. Oklahoma City, OK 39 Loudermilk, Hubert FL 5-11 185 Jr. Stuttgart, AR 
44 Bradley, Melvin NG Sr. Barton, AR 80 Lucas, Anthony SE 6-3 196 Jr. Tallulah, LA Elliott Vames| = TE =6-3 235 Little Rock, AR 
7 Branch, Eric TB So. Dallas, TX 64 Mahan, Benji SN 6-0 231 Sr Mtn. Home, AR — Played tight end and’finebacker in high school; alt 
92 Biss vis Bs Fr. Newton, TX Marlow, Samuel RB 5-8 191 Fr. Prescott, AR State and all-conference, 
rown, Chris So. Pine Bluff, AR 50 Martinez, Esrom LB 6-0 223 Fr. Wataga, TX 
60 Brown, Russ G Sr. Bristow, OK Massey, Cory K 6-1 187 So. Sane AR Jermaine Brooks. DE 6-3250 _ R. Cucamonga, CA 
77 Burlsworth, Brandon G Sr. Harrison, AR 15 McBride, Jared QB 64 193 Fr, Nashville, AR Parade All-American; made 80 unassisted tackles 
Campbell, Jason _K Fr. Scottsbluff, NE 90 McDougle,Carlus NG 6-3 278 Sr. Clinton, MS Sanu Sachs a8 BT spton raed Woe h- 7 reel 
ss Rated ‘ Fr. McGehee, AR McFarlane, Adam RB 5-9 197 Jr. Bentonville, AR UMN COTES MISE 
aston, Marvin Jr. Winnsboro, LA 43 McLain, CJ. OLB 64 243 Sr. Madison, MS 
53 Caver, Quenton OLB So. Anniston, AL McMurry, john © QB 6-0 210 Fr. Monticello, AR Steadman Campbell) WR S-9 160 Fayettevile, AR 
25 Chalmets, Chris CB i Rogers, AR 61 Money, Shannon OL 6-3 288 Fr. Conway, AR fiywecn nm Seater ee wearer te 
22 Chukwuma, Chrys 1B So. Montgomery, AL Morreale, Rossi SE 5-11 169 So.  AL.Smih,AR pocieueeres senuuensSn DEATSE Ws 
My ri tia ben ae a bei ita Morris, Nathaniel CB 5-7 170 Fr. Gretna, LA 4 
le, Nathan I, bertville, AL 28 Moss, Ontraia CB 5-9 180 Jr. Lexa, AR i 
99 Cooper, D.J. NG Jr. Mesquite, TX 40 Nero, Norman LB 6-1 243 Sr. Atmore, AL eae Bape rte vests 
Craig, Tim TE Fr. Pine Bluff, AR 5 Nichols, Cory SS 6-1 207 Sr. Little Rock, AR Defensive Player of the Year: rushed for 978 yds. on 
85 Davenport, Joe Dean TE Jr. Springdale, AR 47 Norman, Nathan FB 6-0 234 Jr. Jackson, MO offense and had 105 tackles on defense. ‘ 
Bg ca ne He He ; sess Owenby, Tatum OB 5-10 196 Fr. Greenwood, AR : 
an, Brian ir. Corpus Christi, 37 Painter, Zac CB 5-10 195 Sr. Jonesboro, AR 
47 Dodson, Tony K J. Wagoner, OK 3. Ray, ANin RB 5-10 184 Fr. Dallas, 1X Ayreharsc aa eter al secon allatistack bicia 
24 Fitzgerald, Clarence SE Jr. Dallas, TX 20 Reed, Jim Ed FS 6-2 197 So. Springdale, AR with 45. : 
30 Flowers, Jeromy ss Jr. Arlington, TX Rutledge, John QB 6-1 200 Fr. Searcy, AR 
1 Garner, Randy DE So. Atlanta, TX 57 Sandlin, Kenny OL 6-3 296 Fr. Van Buren, AR —s Kerri Edwards NG 6-0 280 Arlington, TX 
54 Garrett, Grant c Sr. Lake Hamilton, AR 73 Shockley, Brett OT 6-8 322 So. Conway, AR —Alt-conference and all-area; made 73 tackles ‘with 
21 Green, Orlando DB Fr. Crossett, AR Slay, T.C. LB 5-10 200 So. Gentry, AR four quarterback sacks as a senior. 
96 Hale, Ryan OT Sr, Rogers, AR 42 Smith, Bryan DE 6-4 228 So. Tatum, TX 
55. Hall, Carlos OLB Fr. Marianna, AR 81 Smith, Emanuel FL 6-1 223 Jr. Clinton, MS Desmond Garcia WR 6-0 200 Lufkin, TX 
Hampton, Robbie QB Fr. Mount Pleasant, TX 27 Snowden, Michael FL 6-3 209 Jr. Newellton, LA All-district; had @ school record 97-yard kickoff 
32 Harper, Jeremiah CB So. Mayflower, AR Stein, Carter K 6-1 180 So. Little Rock, AR _ return; fed the district in kickoff returns with a 34.0 
45 Harris, Jamel 1B 5-11 228 Jr. Dothan, AL 26 Stinson, Rod TB 5-9 195 So Pine Bluff, AR average. 
67 Henry, Michael OT 6-2 330 Sr. Houston, TX 14 Stoemer, Clint QB 6-0 220 Jr, Baytown, TX 
89 Heringer, Al TE 64 258 Jr. Jonesboro, AR Street, Russell FB 6-0 218 So. Grand Prairie, TX | Robbie Hampton QB 6-4 220 Mt. Pleasant, TX 
34 Hill, Madre TB 6-1 188 Sr. Malvern, AR 16 Sumner, Grant QB 62 211 Fr. Dallas, TX Already enrolled at Arkansas; passed for more than 
Huerta, Aron QB 6-1 196 So. Chicago, IL Taylor, Dustin NG 62 283 So. Durant, OK —- 1,000 yds. and ran for more than 500 yds. last sea- 
71 Jefferson, Michael OT 66 303 Jr. Radcliff, KY 68 Washburn, Jeremiah C 6-6 287 Jr. Fayetteville, AR Son. 
Jenkins, Mike TR 45-7 204 Jr. Cupertino, CA Wesley, Dante WR 6-0 198 Fr. Pine Bluff, AR 
62 Johnson, Rick OT 64 273 Wylie, TX 66 White, La’Zerius DL 64 296 Fr. Carrollton, TX Harold Harris RB 6-0 185 Malvern, AR 
35 Johnson, Ron RB 5-10 220 Fr. Watson Chapel, AR 69 Williams, Bobby OT 64 335 Jr Jefferson, TX Two-time all-state; rushed for 1,412 yds. and scored 
6 Jones, Chadd QB 60 214 So. Nevada, MO 84 Williams, Michael WR 5-10 183 Jr Bastrop, LA 29 TDs last season. 
49 Jones, J.J. LB 6-1 232 Jr. Magnolia, AR 44 Wilson, Harry LB 6-1 230 Sr. Helena, MT 
Kapton, Logan Li 5-11 194 ro N, Little Rock, AR Young, Nathan K 5-9 178 Fr Springdale, AR Gary Hobbs OT 6-6 290 Fort Smith, AR 
9 Kennedy, Kenoy 6-1 195 Terrell, TX Allstate; SuperPrep All-America selection; graded 84 


percent in blocking last season, 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (9) 
WR 80 Anthony Lucas (Jr., 2); 27 Michael Snowden (Jr., 2) 


Top Returning Leaders 
Passing: Clint Stoerner, 173-357-2,347-15, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Rod Stinson, 111 car., 413 yds., 2 TDs 

Receiving: Anthony Lucas, 27 rec., 495 yds., 4 TDs 


Raymond House DL 6-3 230 Little Rock, AR 
Allconference and Al-Arkansas; Metro Defensive 
Player of the Year; made 73 tackles in 1997. 


Gerald Howard WR 5-10 174 Dallas, TX 


LT 72 Chad Abernathy (Sr., 3); 62 Rick Johnson (So., 1) aah ; Offensive MVP in districts played quarterback as a 
LG 60 Russ Brown (Sr, 3); 67 Michael Henry (Sr., 3) Scoring: Todd Latourette, 7 FGs, 20 XP, 41 points peri rushing for 927 yds. and 12 TDs on 123 car 


C 54 Grant Garrett (Sr., 3); 68 Jeremiah Washburn (r., 1) [bdgbbee-mubelilg 


RG 77 Brandon Burlsworth (Sr., 3); 67 Michael Henry (Sr., 3) Mb Wdaty=sim Clef RTR COltTCS <a Gas D7 C2020 ta Derrick Johnson RB/LB 6-1 200 Duncan, OK 
RT 69 Bobby Williams (Jr., 2); 79 Marcus Clavelle (So., 1) JLEDINC SSMU Sic Tella alee Sl Fite Jor 456 Yue. ene 2.1 fa Yuet OM 
TE 85 Joe Dean Davenport (Jr., 2); 89 Al Heringer (Jr., 2) Sacks: Ryan Hale, 5 


Josh Melton OL 6-5 295 Batesville, AR 
Allstate and all-conference; named outstanding line- 
man in Class AAA East. 


81 Emanuel Smith (Jr., 2); 84 Michael Williams (Jr., 2) 
14 Clint Stoerner (Jr., 2); 6 Chadd Jones (So., 1) 
47 Nathan Norman (Jr., 2); 7 Eric Branch (So., 1) 


Interceptions: Jeromy Flowers and Ontraia Moss, 2 


1998 Schedule 


RB 34 Madre Hill (Sr., 2); 22 Chrys Chukwuma (So., 2) Rorrey Muldrew AWRY G2 80 pope, Bt 
K 10 Todd Latourette (Sr., 3); 17 Tony Dodson (Jr., 0) Sept. 5 Southwestern Louisiana Sulh.47 passes for 908 yas. and 22 10s; twotime 
Sept.19 SMU@ 
DEFENSE (7) Speers weve ARSeiEE sje OO abhi Cvaraeoreo es he 
. ct. entuc 
DT 65 Sacha Lancaster (Fr., 0); 42 Bryan Smith (So., 0) Oct.10 atM emphis Marcellus Poydras TE 6-5 220 Houston, TX 
NG 41 Melvin Bradley (Sr., 2); 99 D.J. Cooper (Jr., 2) , ; Caught 14 passes for 230 yds. as a senior; all-dis- 
DT 96 Ryan Hale (Sr., 3); 1 Randy Garner (So., 1) Oct. 17 at South Carolina trict; made 24 receptions for 563 yds. as a fresh 
LB 42 Bryan Smith (So., 0); 43 C.J. McLain (Sr., 2) Oct. 31 at Auburn ria 
LB 1 Randy Gamer (So., 1); 40 Norman Nero (Sr., 3) mH arieh Ne see Curis Sanders OL 6-6 318, Cochran, GA 
LB 45 Jamel Harris (Jr, 2); 46 Delancey Kent Ur., 2) . NNESSES iia ea han ple eng Casas IT allege Mit 
LB 49 J.J. Jones Un, 2); aa Harry WHER (Sr, 1) Nov. 21 at Mississippi State Georgia College; all-conference as a sophomore, 
LB 53 Quenton Caver (So., 1); 56 Marvin Caston (Jr., 1) Nov. 27 LSU@ Brian Steele CB 5-11 185 Spiro, OK 
CB 37 Zac Painter (Sr, 3); 28 Ontraia Moss (Jr., 2) @Little Rock, AR ivriageleyeaNs Av watetiph Nn Sombie ates 


18 David Barrett (Jr., 2); 25 Chris Chalmers (Jr., 2) 
29 Kenoy Kennedy (Jr., 2); 30 Jeromy Flowers (Jr., 2) 


Rising Star 


Scott Summers LB 6-2 240 Bryant, AR 


16 Grant Sumner (Fr., 0); 10 Todd Latourette (Sr., 3) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


Redshirt freshman linebacker Carlos Hall 
was the gem of the 1997 recruiting class 
and could have contributed last year. 


Hall, who can outrun several of the 
team’s skill position players, has the 
opportunity to become a dominant 
player. 


Made 89 tackles as a senior; all-state and all-confer 
ence. 


David Turner DL 6-3 270 Memphis, TN 
Allstate; made 93 unassisted tackles and five sacks 
8S 4 Senior. 


Jermyne Williamson DL 6-2 235 — Russellville, AR 


Allstate, all-conference; Made 90 tackles as a 
senior, 10 for losses. 
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Brad Ware 


ince coming out of Division I-AA in 
Ss”: to prop up an Auburn program 

that had veered off course, Terry Bowden 
has averaged nine wins a year by leaning heavily 
on offense, but he has no SEC championship to 
show for it. Bowden's Tigers got to their first 
SEC Championship Game last year and lost a 
heartbreaker to Tennessee. 

If they take the next step this fall, it isn’t likely 
to be on offense. Last season’s early Heisman 
Trophy candidate, quarterback Dameyune 
Craig, is gone. He had a hand in 77 percent of 
the Tigers’ offense, a school-record 3,277 of it 
by passing. 


So defense, with eight starters returning, is 
the ticket this season. “Our defense has to talk 
every day about being the best in the country,” 
Bowden says. 

The defense may be one of the better units in 
the conference, but it won't be strong enough to 
carry a struggling offense back to the SEC 
Championship Game. 


quarterbacks 


Pocket passer Ben Leard moves in for the 
scrambling Craig. Leard, a sophomore, has the 
physical essentials — size, arm, intelligence — 
but no experience. He has attempted only two 
passes as a college player, and must mature 
quickly as a leader on the field. 

Behind him is redshirt freshman Meiko Col- 
lier. Three from the signing class will join the 
grind this fall, including highly regarded athlete 
Shawn Bushong. 


running backs 


Lack of a running game kept the Tigers from 
presenting the complete package during last 
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year’s 10-win season. Junior Rusty Williams was 
the starter at tailback, but he gained just 277 
yards. Juniors Markeith Cooper and Cencade 
Pennington return as well, but all three may 
move back on the depth chart behind sopho- 
more Demontray Carter. 

Carter was un-redshirted at midseason of his 
freshman year and almost overtook Williams 
with 230 yards. If he cures his fumbling prob- 
lem, he could be the man. However, coaches 
feel he may be a year away from being physi- 
cally mature enough to handle 20 to 25 carries 
a game. 

Fullback is no problem. Sophomore Tellie 
Embery is a solid blocker. 


receivers 

The loss of Robert Baker to indefinite sus- 
pension due to his legal difficulties runs the 
receiving corps’ speedometer down a notch. 
Sophomore Clifton Robinson is likely to step in 
at Baker’s spot, while senior playmaker Karsten 
Bailey takes the other. Bailey is the leading 
receiver from a year ago with 53 for 840 yards 
and seven touchdowns. Errick Lowe is a senior 
with steady hands, and sophomore Ryan 
Hooker brings game-breaking quickness when 
the Tigers employ four wideouts. 

The tight ends will likely become more and 
more a part of the offense as the season pro- 
gresses. Reid Tankersley, a redshirt freshman, 
and junior college transfer Jack Schwieger, who 
had 37 receptions last year for Snow Junior Col- 
lege, have the opportunity to boost the offense 
by developing into reliable receivers. If their 
improvement is slow, they will be little more 
than extra blockers. 


offensive linemen 


With four of five back to start again, the run- 
ning game should improve, if not prosper. All 
five of Auburn's offensive line starters will play at 
or near 300 pounds. Junior Jeno James and 
senior Kendell Mack return at tackles, sopho- 
more T.J. Meers is back at one guard and junior 
center T.J. Dunigan puts his huge frame in the 
middle again. 

James is an all-star candidate whose play has 
been stellar. He will be critical to the passing 
offense since he has the responsibility of pro- 
tecting Leard’s blind side. James has started all 
24 games since his redshirt season. 

Senior DeMarcus Curry moves in at one 
guard and sophomore Kendall Simmons swings 
to either side when the need arises. Senior Karl 
Lavine started some at center as a junior in 96 
but missed last season as a medical redshirt. 
Sophomore tackle Colin Sears also saw playing 
time a year ago. 
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Courtland Richards 


Karsten Salley 


Jeno James 


defensive linemen 

The defensive front is one of the team’s 
strongest and most experienced positions. 
Senior Jimmy Brumbaugh and junior 
Leonardo Carson flank senior nose tackle 
Charles Dorsey in the three-man front, just 
like last season. 

Brumbaugh missed spring practice 
rehabing a knee operated on after the Geor- 
gia game last year. He was still the leading 
tackler among linemen with 78. Dorsey has 
unusual quickness for a nose guard, partic- 
ularly a nose guard who tips the scales at a 
hefty 291. 

Sophomores Jeff Dunlap and Jeremy 
Banks do not dilute the product signifi- 
cantly at end, and rawboned redshirt fresh- 
man Josh Weldon is a wreck waiting to 
happen at nose tackle. 


The average attendance 
last year for seven home 
games, sixth best in college 


: seats 85,214. 


football. Jordan-Hare Stadium 


linebackers 

The linebacking corps is another strong 
position, despite the loss of inside backers 
Takeo Spikes to an early exit for the NFL 
and Ricky Neal to graduation. 

Senior Ryan Taylor and junior Quinton 
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“Mr. Auburn Football 


Running back Bo Jackson (1982-85) 

is Auburn's all-time rushing leader 

with 4,303 yards and winner of the 
1985 Heisman Trophy. One of the 
greatest athletes of our time, Jackson 
played in the NFL with the Raiders 
and major league baseball for the 
Royals, White Sox and Angels. The 
only man to be voted to both the Pro 
Bow! and Baseball All-Star Game, his 
careers were cut short by a devastat- 
ing injury requiring hip replacement. 


replaces Houston at strong safety, and the 
secondary will not miss a beat. A big hitter 
with size, the 6-3 Pate started eight games 
as a true freshman. 

Depth could be problem, though, par- 
ticularly at corner where Jayson Bray, a 
senior, and Rodney Crayton, a sophomore, 
rotate with the starters. 


Page 
specialists 

Perhaps the most missed man in Auburn 
is punter/placekicker Jaret Holmes, who 
saved the Tigers’ season with four field 
goals against Alabama, the last from 39 
yards with 15 seconds left for an 18-17 
win. He made 14-of-17 and averaged 42.9 
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Reese start again as outside backers. The 
inside pair of junior Haven Fields and 
sophomore Manning Sumner will have to 
grow into the job. Junior Nathan Gardner 
is a tough hitter but a short 5-10. 


yards per punt last season. 

Senior Jeremy Zills will likely be the 
punter and senior Kevin Gentle the place- 
kicker. Baker was a dangerous return man 
in ’96 and is expected to pick up where he 


defensive 
backs 


Strong safety Martavius 
Houston, an All-America 
candidate, was suspended 
in the spring for breaking 
team rules. That is not a 
huge problem. Defensive 
coordinator Bill Oliver’s 
philosophy dispatches cor- 
ners and safeties in waves, 
and the secondary is 
another area filled with 
young but tested and 
proven talent. 

Sophomore Larry Casher 
and junior Antwoine 
Nolan return to start at 
corner and junior Brad 
Ware is back at free safety, 
where he had 57 tackles last 
season. Ware, who was 
unheralded as a high school 
senior, has eight intercep- 
tions in his two seasons at 
Auburn. 

Sophomore Rob Pate 


left off. 


Outside the Huddle 


3rd-and-10 On third downs with 10 or less yards to 
go, Auburn converted 48.3 percent and held oppo- 
nents to 39.9 percent. However, the Tigers were lax in 
giving up the big play, allowing opposing offenses 
26.8 percent efficiency on third downs longer than 10 
yards. Auburn was successful in long yardage 16 per- 
cent of the time. 


Defense wins championships Defensive coor- 
dinator Bill Oliver begins the third year of a second 
tour of duty in Auburn. He twice coached at alma 
mater Alabama as well. How’s this for a record of suc- 
cess: He has been involved in five national titles, 10 
SEC championships and three ACC titles as a player 
and coach. 

Bad news for Cavs Virginia visits Jordan-Hare Sta- 
dium on Thursday, Sept. 3, to open the season. 
Auburn is 3-0 in the last five years on Thursday ESPN 
presentations with wins over Ole Miss, Kentucky and 
at Virginia last year. 

Hefty Depth One of the most precious commodities 
in football is offensive linemen. Count the Tigers par- 
ticularly blessed. They have 15 big men on scholar- 
ship, 11 of them lettermen. The line is two-deep in 
experience everywhere and three-deep at center. Plus, 
they're all huge. 
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NO. NAME cL. 


HOMETOWN NO. 


Allison, Doug LB 5-8 201 Fr. Herndon, VA 

Asada, Keiji LB 5-9 207 Fr. Coral Springs, FL 

Atkins, Ryan K 5-10 188 So. Lexington, KY 
67 Autry, Marcus G So. Pontotoc, MS 
5 Bailey, Karsten WR 6-0 Sr. Sharpsburg, GA 
21 Baker, Robert WR 6-0 Jr. Gainesville, FL 
98 Banks, Jeremy DE 6-3 Pahokee, FL 
59 Beasley, Dave OLB 6-3 Brentwood, TN 

Bironas, Robert K 60 Goshen, KY 

Burroughs, James CB 6-3 Pahokee, FL 
87 Bourne, Brad TE 64 Columbia, MS 
4 Bray, Jayson CB 5-10 187 LaGrange, GA 
96 Brumbaugh, Jimmy DE 6-1 278 Keystone Hegts., FL 

Byrd, Dustin WR 5-9 179 Enterprise, AL 
51 Callier, James ILB. «6-1 225 Fr. Miami, FL 
64 Carruthers, Blake C 60 262 So. Norman Park, GA 
95 Carson, Leonardo DE 63 272 Jr. Mobile, AL 
1 Carter, Demontray TB 5-11 174 So. Pensacola, FL 
24 Casher, Larry CB 5-10 160 So. Prichard, AL 

Castro, Tim OT 64 305 So. Wetumpka, AL 

Chambers, Andrew K 57 160 Sr. Media, PA 
39 Chambers, Roderick OLB 6-2 222 So. Eufaula, AL 

Collett, Jerry WR 5-10 144 So. Prattville, AL 
12 Collier, Meiko QB 6-2 Fr. Cordele, GA 
46 Cook, Jason DB 6-2 Fr. —_ Birmingham, AL 
17 Cooper, Markeith TB 5-7 Jr. Miami, FL 
10 Crayton, Rodney CB 5-8 170 So. Dadeville, AL 
61 Cubelic, Cole C 6-3 283 So. Birmingham, AL 
69 Curry, DeMarcus G@ 65 345 Sr. Columbus, GA 
63 Deason, Larkin G 63 268 So. Sprott, AL 
91 Dorsey, Charles NT 62 287 Sr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
77 Dunigan, TJ, C 6-3 290 Jr. Coffeeville, AL 
76 Dunlap, Jeff DE 6-5 245 So. Pearson, GA 
48 Embery, Tellie Fe 60 208 So. Sylacauga, AL 
9 Evans, Dan CB 5-10 193 Sr. Lauderdale Lakes, AL 
44 Evans, Heath FB 6-1 229 Fr. W. Palm Beach, FL 
54 Fields, Haven ILB 6-0 216 Jr. Miami, FL 
36 Francis, Asa LB 6-2 210 Fr. Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Frost, RaShan DE 6-1 244 Fr. Fort Wash., MD 

Gaines, Gregory CB 5-9 190 Fr. Decatur, GA 
58 Gardner, Nathan LB 5-10 227 Jr. Leeds, AL 
11 Gentle, Kevin K 6-1 198 Sr.  Guntersville, AL 
46 Hall, Cordova TB 5-7 168 So. Columbus, GA 

Holcomb, Brandon P 6-1 212 Jr. Sheffield, AL 
18 Hooker, Ryan WR 6-0 191 So. Pontotoc, MS 

Houston, Forrest QB 5-11 183 Fr Charleston, MS 
25 Houston, Martavius SS 6-1 221 Sr. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
78 James, Jeno OT 6-4 296 Jr. Montgomery, AL 
57 Lavine, Karl C 6-3 286 Sr Fort Walton, FL 
14 Leard, Ben QB 6-3 221 So. Hartwell, GA 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 15 Clifton Robinson (So., 1); 18 Ryan Hooker (So., 1) 
78 Jeno James (Jr., 2); 71 Colin Sears (So., 1) 
75 T.J. Meers (So., 1); 73 Kendall Simmons (So., 1) 


LT 
LG 


Depth Chart 


C 77 T.J. Dunigan (Jr, 2); 57 Karl Lavine (Sr,, 2) 


K 11 Kevin Gentle (Sr., 3) 


DEFENSE (8) 


DE 
NT 


69 Demarcus Curry (Sr., 3); 73 Kendall Simmons (So., 1) 
65 Kendell Mack (Sr., 3); 79 Mike Pucillo (Fr., 0) 
89 Reid Tankersley (Fr., 0); 80 Jack Schweiger (Jr., 0) 
5 Karsten Bailey (Sr., 3); 8 Errick Lowe (Sr., 3) 
14 Ben Leard (So., 1); 12 Meiko Collier (Fr., 0) 
48 Tellie Embery (So., 1); 44 Heath Evans (Fr., 0) 
3 Rusty Williams (Jr., 2); 1 Demontray Carter (So., 1) 


96 Jimmy Brumbaugh (Sr., 3); 76 Jeff Dunlap (So., 1) 
91 Charles Dorsey (Sr., 3); 93 Josh Weldon (Fr., 0) 
DE 95 Leonardo Carson (Jr, 2); 9 Jeremy Banks (So., 1) 


OLB 86 Quinton Reese (Jr., 2); 39 Roderick Chambers (So., 1) 
ILB 54 Haven Fields (Jr, 2); 58 Nathan Gardner (Jr., 1) 
ILB 56 Manning Sumner (So., 1); 42 Whit Smith (Fr., 0) 
OLB 6 Ryan Taylor (Sr., 3); 82 Marcus Washington (Jr., 2) 
CB 24 Larry Casher (So., 1); 4 Jayson Bray (Sr., 3) 
CB 13 Antwoine Nolan (Jr., 2); 10 Rodney Crayton (So., 1) 
SS 31 Rob Pate (So., 1); 30 Courtney Rose (So., 1) 
FS 27 Brad Ware (Jr., 2); 45 Adrian Weeks (Fr., 0) 


P 35 Jeremy Zills (Sr., 2) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


1997 Record: 


NAME 
Levee, Jake 


cL. HOMETOWN 


Mandeville, LA 


Limbaugh, Paul .  Childersburg, AL 
Lowe, Errick : Lake Worth, FL 
Mack, Kendell , Pineville, SC 
Manno, Sammy So. Montgomery, AL 
McGarry, Hart Cc Fr. Prattville, AL 
McGill, David OLB Sr. Wadley, AL 
McRee, Alex LS Sr. Birmingham, AL 
Meers, TJ. G So. Atlanta, GA 
Miller, Joey OLB So. Greenville, SC 
Mueller, Brent NT So. Fairfax, VA 
Nelsen, Roman FB So. Fairfax, VA 
Nolan, Antwoine CB Jr. Sharpsburg, GA 
Pate, Rob Ss So. Birmingham, AL 
Pennington, Cencade 1B Jr. Troy, AL 
Pounds, Tavarreus OLB Fr Villa Rica, GA 
Powell, David cB Fr. Safford, AL 
Powell, Ezell DE 6 Jr. Georgiana, AL 
Pucillo, Mike G 64 Fr. Brandon, FL 
Reese, Quinton OLB Jr. Birmingham, AL 
Rohan, Shawn K Fr. Ft. Wayne, IN 
Robinson, Clifton WR So. Naples, FL 
Rose, Courtney SS So. Town Creek, AL 
Sanders, Gabe LS So. PP, 

Schwieger, Jack TE Jr. Wilmette, IL 
Sears, Colin G So. Russellville, AL 
Shaw, Shawn LB Fr. Pearson, GA 
Simmons, Kendall G So. Ripley, MS 
Smith, Whit LB Fr. Cordele, GA 
Sumner, Manning LB So. Birmingham, AL 
Tankersley, Reid TE Fr. Wetumpka, AL 
Taylor, Brandon oT Fr. Olive Branch, MS 
Taylor, Marlon CB Jr. Smiths Station, AL 
Taylor, Ryan OLB Sr. Dublin, GA 
Touart, Jeremy QB Sr. Ashville, AL 
Toungett, Jeremy oT Fr. Olive Branch, MS 
Turner, Brent LS Sr. Titus, AL 
Trone, Adlai CB Sr. Trussville, AL 
VanDeusen, Anthony DE Jr. Licking, MO 
Vandiver, Clint LB Jr. Altoona, AL 
Ware, Brad FS Jr. Powder Springs, GA 
Washington, Marcus OLB Jr. Auburn, AL 
Weeks, Adrian FS Fr. Lake Butler, FL 
Weldon, Josh NT Fr. Cordele, GA 
White, Brandon WR Fr. Birmingham, AL 
Whitt, Joe WR Fr. Auburn, AL 
Williams, Rusty TB Jr. Moncks Corner, SC 
Worthy, Reggie WR So. Gadsden, AL 
Zills, Jeremy P/H 6-3 210 Sr. Town Creek, AL 


Top Returning Leaders 
Passing: Ben Leard, 1-2-5-0, 0 TDs 

Rushing: Rusty Williams, 77 car., 277 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Karsten Bailey, 53 rec., 840 yds., 7 TDs 
Scoring: Karsten Bailey, 7 TDs, 42 points 

Punting: Jeremy Zills, 3 punts, 36.3 avg. 


Kicking: Kevin Gentle, 1-1 XP 

Tackles: Jimmy Brumbaugh, 78, 40 solo 
Sacks: Jimmy Brumbaugh, 5 
Interceptions: Brad Ware, 4 for 74 yards 


1998 Schedule 


Sept. 3 Virginia 
Sept. 12 at Mississippi 
Sept.19 LSU 
Oct.3 Tennessee 
Oct.10 at Mississippi State 
Oct. 17 at Florida 
Oct. 24 Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 31 Arkansas 
Nov. 7 Central Florida 
Nov. 14 Georgia 
Nov. 21 Alabama* 


*Birmingham, AL 


Rising Star 

Sophomore Demontray Carter could take 
a place in a lineup of great runners — Bo 
Jackson, James Brooks, Joe Cribbs, 


William Andrews — if he solves a fum- 
bling problem. He rushed for 230 yards 
in seven games as a freshman. 


Head Coach 
Terry Bowden 


1998 Signees 
NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
Mark Brown LB 6-2 220 Germantown, TN 


Aj-state selection as a junior before missing most of 
his senior season with an ankle injury; recorded 14 
sacks and 78 total tackles as a junior. 
Michael Burks RB 5-10 215 Kenner, LA 
Rushed for 2,078 yds. and 25 TDs as a senior; had 
over 4,000 yds. rushing in prep career; alk-state, all- 
district and all-metro. 
Shawn Bushong QB/ATH 6-4 238 Edgewater, FL 
Rated by PrepStar as the No. 2 quarterback in the 
state of Florida and by Superprep as the No, 3 quar- 
terback in the state; passed for more than 2,000 
yds. as a sophomore, 
Mario Bynes WR 5-11 160 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Had 28 receptions for 532 yds. and six TDs as a 
senior; rated by The National Recruiting Advisor as 
one of the top eight all-purpose backs in the South- 
east Region. 
Tim Carter DB 6-1 182 St. Petersburg, FL 
Threw for 1,212 yards and 12 TDs as a junior; dislo- 
cated kneecap in third game of ‘97 season; timed at 
a 4.31 in the 40-yard dash, 
Ronney Daniels WR 6-3 215 Lake Wales, FL 
Parade Ail-American in 1995; has not played football 
since being named MVP in the 1995 Florida-Georgia 
All-Star game, playing pro baseball for three years in 
the Montreal Expos’ farm system. 
Lorenzo Diamond TE 6-4 212 Biloxi, MS 
Rated by PrepStar as the top tight end in Mississippi; 
all-state and all-district performer; had 311 receptions 
for 723 yds. and six TDs as a senior. 
Damon Duval P/K 6-1 175 Chattanooga, TN 
Two-time albstate kicker/punter; connected on four 
55-yard field goals and a 57-yarder in high school; 
averaged 44.7 yds. punting as a senior. 
Gabe Gross QB 6-3 195 Dothan, AL 
Passed for 1,146 yds. and nine TDs as a senior; 
rushed for 485 yds. and 11 TDs last season. 
Roderick Jones LB 6-2 220 Prichard, AL 
SuperPrep All-America selection; recorded 131 tack- 
les as a senior; rated the No. 2 linebacker in 
Alabama by SuperPrep, 
Kenny Kelly LB 6-1 215 Panama City, FL 
Junior college All-American at East Central JC; rated 
by The National Recruiting Advisor as one of the Top 
30 juco players nationally. 
Jeff Klein QB 6-3 185 Alpharetta, GA 
Passed for 2,134 yds. and 23 TDs last season; 
named North Fulton County Player of the Year. 
Curtis Lee RB 6-1 195 Jacksonville, FL 
Rushed for more than 5,000 yds. during prep career; 
timed at 10.7 in the 100-meter dash. 
Xavier Lewis LB 6-0 220 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Three-year starter who recorded 110. total tackles 
and six sacks as a Senior; cousin of former Auburn 
and current Arizona Cardinals receiver Frank 
nders. 
Michael Lindsey TE 6-5 270 Atlanta, GA 
Class AAA All-State selection; rated by SuperPrep as 
the No. 2 tight end in Georgia. Had nine receptions 
for 103 yds. and one TD as a senior. 
Derrick Magwood DL 6-3 230 Garden City, GA 
Class 4A All-State; recorded 108 tackles as a senior; 
also had six receptions for 123 yds. and two TDs. 
Robert Malone DL 6-5 255 Prichard, AL 
Alt-state selection; recorded 226 tackles and had 35 
sacks over the last two seasons. 
Willie Northern WR 6-2 180 Quincy, FL 
SuperPrep Alt-America selection; rated by SuperPrep 
as the No. 6 receiver in the nation; caught 43 passes 
for 940 yds. and 13 TDs in just eight games last sea- 
son. 
Ben Nowland OL 6-2 270 St. Augustine, FL 
Three-year starter at tackle and guard. 
Don Page LB 6-3 230 Foley, AL 
SuperPrep AltAmerica selection; registered 22 
career sacks and had 58 tackles in seven games as 
a senior. 
Brian Prachinski DE 6-4 235 Melbourne, FL 
Recorded 78 tackles and four sacks last season; Al- 
Space Coast team as both defensive end and tight 
end. 
Damion Postell RB 6-1 205 Baldwin, FL 
Rushed for 1,535 yds. and 21 TDs as a senior; 
SuperPrep Florida 90 selection; named to the Florida 
North-South All-Star team. 
Brandon Reed DB 5-10 175 Mobile, AL 
Rushed for 707 yds. and 10 TDs as an option quar- 
terback; became’ a starter in the secondary midway 
through his freshman season. 
Jack Schwieger TE 6-5 245 Wilmette, IL 
Had 37 receptions for 417 yds. as a sophomore at 
Snow Junior College. 
Stanford Simmons DB 6-3 195 Ashland, AL 
Parade and PrepStar AllAmerica; led Clay County 
High School to three consecutive state champ 
onships; originally part of the 1997 signing class. 
Rashaud Walker DB 6-0 190 Decatur, GA 
Listed by PrepStar as one of the top five defensive 
backs in Georgia; two-time all-state; had five ints. and 
51 tackles as a senior. 
Davern Williams DL 6-4 265 Montgomery, AL 
Recorded seven sacks in one state playoff game as 
a senior; helped lead prep team to a 1996 Class 6-A 
state championship. 
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* 
Anthony McFarland 


es, he brought back the “magic.” But 
Y now, with Year Four at hand, Gerry 
DiNardo is being asked to bring back the 
“magic” with a capital “M,” Magic as in an SEC 
championship for his LSU Tigers, who have 
been without one for 10 years. “We've got the 
best team since I’ve been here,” said DiNardo, 
pausing, then quickly adding, “but we've also got 
the toughest schedule.” That schedule includes 
Auburn, Florida, Ole Miss and Arkansas on the 
road, as in Georgia replacing Vanderbilt, as in a 
November trip to South Bend where DiNardo 
will face his alma mater. 
“You look at what we've done,” said the 45- 


Y, 


year-old Notre Dame alum, whose LSU teams 
have gone 7-4-1, 10-2 and 9-3, “and, sure, 
we've made progress. But we're still looking for 
the kind of consistency the top programs have. 
We're not there yet. In fact, we were a more con- 
sistent football team in 96 than we were in °97. 
Why? It all came back to the leadership factor. As 
a coach, youre always looking for leadership, for 
the right kind of team chemistry.” 

Last year, for the first time in school history, 
LSU’s average for seven home games topped 
80,000. Still, the three losses were before sellout 
crowds in Tiger Stadium when LSU went to the 
post a solid favorite. Those fans will carry even 
higher expectations into this season as the Tigers 
return nine starters on offense, seven on defense. 


quarterbacks 


The awesome threesome in the backfield 
should make life easier for senior quarterback 
Herb Tyler who, more than anyone, will be in 
search of that elusive trait: Consistency. Against 
Florida, the New Orleans product could do no 
wrong. He ran a 40-yard quarterback keeper to 


Owight King 


put his team ahead, 7-0, and later scooted 11 
yards on another keeper to make it 28-14. How- 
ever, in his team’s three losses, Tyler was never 
able to sustain any kind of rhythm, overthrowing 
wide open receivers and forcing the ball into 
tight coverage. DiNardo asks him to pass just 
enough to keep defenses honest, so LSU is not 
likely to throw more than 15-18 times a game. 
“Herb has proven to be a great leader out there. 
I'm looking for big things from him,” DiNardo 
says of his quarterback. 

The only likely backfield battle will be for 
Tyler's backup spot — either of two rangy red- 
shirt freshmen, Rohan Davey and Craig Nall. 


running backs 
This must be the best backfield in America. 


Bar none. DiNardo received a bonus when run- 
ning back Kevin Faulk, the SEC's leading rusher, 
decided to play his senior season in Baton Rouge, 
giving the Tigers three running backs — Faulk, 
Cecil Collins and Rondell Mealey — who last 
season rushed for a total of 2,404 yards. 

Faulk is a multi-talented runner with out 
standing open field moves and the power to run 
over defensive backs. He catches passes out of the 
backfield and returns punts and kickoffs. 

Mealy is the only one of the big three to play 
in all 11 games a year ago, rushing for 664 yards 
and 5.9 yards a carry. He is a pure slasher, and 
can squirt through holes quicker than defenders 
can react. Collins was just beginning to show his 
talents when his season ended with a broken leg 
at Vanderbilt. He rushed for a whopping 596 
yards in just four games. He is the powerful 
member of the group, preferring to run over peo- 
ple rather than around them. 

“We're going to try to do a few different things 
this year,” says DiNardo. “There may be times 
when we'll have all three running backs in the 
same backfield.” 

DiNardo also is looking for big things from 
his sophomore fullback, 250-pound Tommy 
Banks, who was good enough to start several 
games in which he impressed as a blocker and 
contributed some quality carries. 


receivers 


Tyler has his leading receivers, Abram Booty 
and Larry Foster, returning. The two combined 
for over 1,100 yards last season. However, these 
are the only two receivers returning with as many 
as five catches in 97. One of the top bluechip 
prospects in the country, Damien James, a run- 
ning-passing high school quarterback, will be 
tried at wide receiver. Redshirt freshman Michael 
Hayes, at 6-5, gives Tyler an imposing target. 
Jamal Pack has earned the tight end job by virtue 
of his blocking ability. 
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Owight King 


Herb Tyler 


offensive linemen 


Certainly the three LSU running backs 
are super talents, but the front line can 
blow open defensive lines. Sophomore 
tackle Trey Langley, center Todd McClure 
and junior guard Al Jackson all started last 
season. Jackson was at tackle in 97. Senior 
Ryan Thomassie and sophomore tackle 
Louis Williams are not without experience, 
so the front line should continue to be effec- 
tive leading the ground game. However, 
there isn't much experience among the 
backups should injuries become prevalent. 


The Tigers’ record when 
Kevin Faulk rushes for 100 


WD oc which he did six times in "97. 


defensive linemen 
Defensively, the big story is the switch 
from a 4-3 to a 3-4. “We'll have people 
sometimes pegged as linebackers with their 
hand on the ground,” DiNardo says. The 
Tigers will have experience up front with 
senior Arnold Miller, junior Johnny 
Mitchell and senior Anthony McFarland. 
Miller will play the newly created 
end/linebacker position, and McFarland 
and Mitchell will be in the middle. Their 
primary responsibility is to hold offensive 
linemen at the line of scrimmage to foil run- 


ning plays. 
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linebackers 


Mr. LSU Football 


A charter member of the LSU Athletic 
Hall of Fame, Gaynell “Gus” Tinsley 
was the school’s first All-American, 
earning the honor in back-to-back 
seasons of 1935-36, playing both 
offense and defense as an end. Tins- 
ley made all-pro for two seasons as a 
member of the Chicago Cardinals, 
taking over as head coach in 1948 at 
his alma mater, where he served 
until 1954. 


with senior corner Chris Cummings. Junior 
Clarence LeBlanc beat out Chris Beard at 
strong safety. Fred Booker brings good 
speed at the other corner and Raion Hill is 
a dependable backup. 

Game-in and game-out consistency 
would help this unit. Against the Gators, 
LSU held Steve Spurrier’s Fun-N-Gun 
bunch without a touchdown pass for the 
first time in 62 regular-season games. A 
week later, however, DiNardo will tell you 
the same secondary was breaking down 
against Ole Miss in all clutch situations. 


specialists 

Junior Danny Boyd will assume the kick- 
ing duties and classmate Jeremy Witten is 
the new punter. He punted 15 times last 


Owight King 


The strength of the Tigers’ defense lies 
with the two linebackers in the middle, 
senior Joe Wesley and junior Charles Smith. 
Wesley was the team’s leading tackler a year 
ago, Smith second. Smith is a big-play 


season exclusively in pooch situations. 

The return game is solid with Faulk 
returning both kicks and punts. Foster will 
return punts also, and Mealey or Collins 
will accompany Faulk on kick returns. 


defender with 12 tackles 
behind the line last season. 
Theo Williams steps in as a 
starter on the outside. He 
started nine games as a 
freshman on the defensive 
line and made Freshman 
All-SEC. Last season he was 
a reserve linebacker. 
DiNardo also has a pool 
of redshirts to choose from 
for backups. If a true fresh- 
man breaks in at linebacker, 
it figures to be Adam 
McConathy, Louisiana's 


Mr. Football for 1997. 


defensive 
backs 


In the secondary, the 
major task will be replacing 
the only departing starter, 
Cedric Donaldson, whose 
two interceptions were cru- 
cial in the upset of the 
Gators. Junior free safety 
Mark Roman returns along 


Outside the Huddle 


Countdown to 1,000 The Tigers will play their 
1,000th football game Nov. 7 in Tiger Stadium against 
Alabama, which could be bad news. The last time LSU 
beat Bama in Baton Rouge was 1969. 

23 and counting Herb Tyler needs nine more vic- 
tories as a starter to move past Tommy Hodson, who 
was victorious 31 times during his four-year career. 
Tiebreaker When Gerry DiNardo takes the Tigers 
into South Bend on Nov. 21, he'll have a chance to 
break a 4—4 tie in the series with Notre Dame. The 
Tigers of Bill Arnsparger were the only LSU team to 
prevail on Irish turf, notching a 10-7 win in '85. 
Records in reach Kevin Faulk needs 1,026 all-pur- 
pose yards to break Herschel Walker's SEC record of 
5,749. And there’s more. He needs 773 yards rush- 
ing to pass Dalton Hilliard’s school-record 4,050; 11 
rushing touchdowns to pass Hilliard’s 44; and 603 all- 
purpose yards to pass Hilliard’s LSU record of 5,326. 
Super 6 Six of the top rushing performances last 
season belonged to an LSU Tiger, led by Cecil Collins’ 
232 yards against Auburn. The other five: Kevin Faulk 
(212 yards) against Kentucky; Collins (179) against 
Akron; Collins (172) against Mississippi State; Faulk 
(172) against Ole Miss; Faulk (168) against Alabama. 
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1997 Record: 
SEC Record: 


Head Coach 
Gerry DiNardo 


1998 LSU Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN H 

37 Adams, Aaron OLB 6-3 225 Sr Metairie, LA 75 Langley, Trey OT 65 305 So. Eunice, LA 1998 Signees 
17 Alexander, Bubba LB 6-2 212 So. Shreveport,LA 18 LeBlanc, Clarence S 63 200 J.  RiverRidge,LA NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
43 Banks, Tommy FB 6-0 249 So. WestMonroe,tA 72 McClure, Todd C 62 280 Sr. Baton Rouge, LA Kendrick Allen DL 6-6 300 Bogalusa, LA 


91 Barnes, Muskingum NG 6-2 270 Fr MossPoint,MS 57 McCorkle, Blaine LS 61 225 Sr. Pensacola, FL Secondteam USA Topi All-America; Class 4A. Al- 


50 Barreca, Joseph NG 5-10 255 Sr. NewOrleans,LA 94 McFarland, Anthony NG 6-1 290 Sr. Winnsboro, LA State selection; as a senior, he had 86 tackles. 

33 Bates, Nemessis FL 5-10190 Jr NewOrleans,LA 92 Matthews, Roshaun OLB 64 237 Jr. Baton Rouge, LA 

26 Beard, Chris SS 511190 Sr Shreveport, LA _7 Mealey,Rondell © 1B 6-0 203 Jr. — Destrehan, LA Son Baggett TE 65 260 Baytown, TX 

63 Bellini, John DT 61 284 Jr. Covington, LA 79 Menard, Naeshall C 62 275 Jr. Marrero, LA Greater Houston selection; had 23 catches for 314 

1 Booker, Fred CB 59 189 So. Hammond, LA 98 Miller, Arnold OLB 6-4 239 Sr. NewOrleans, LA — yds, last year. 

88 Booty, Abram SE 6-2 185 So. Shreveport, LA 95 Mitchell, Johnny DT 6-5 293 Jr. Marrero, LA . 

83 Boyd, Danny K 60 220 Jr Bradenton, FL 97 Mitchell, Kareem DT G4 274 So. Moss Point. LA dale ell rd pie Pacha 

84 Chauvin, Christian K 510178 Fr NewOrleans,LA 15 Moreham, Walter LB 6-0 222 Fr. Houston, TX in the nation according to SuperPrep; recorded 100 

5 Clark, Ryan FS 6-0 180 Fr Marrero, LA 16 Nall, Craig QB 63 231 Fr. Alexandria, LA tackles, 24 tackles for losses, last season. 

32 Cleveland, Kendall TR 6-1 228 Sr Orange, TX 29 O'Bryant, Terrence FS 64 208 Fr. New Waverly, TX 

34 Collins, Cecil TB 5-4102412 Jr Leesville, LA 24 O'Toole, Shane FS 5-11172 Fr. Oklahoma City, OK rok! Dawson DL 6-1 300 Shreveport, LA 
lass 3A All-State and Defensive Player of the Year: 

64 Compton, John C 6-3 280 So, Baton Rouge, LA 81 Pack, Jamal TE 63 263 Jr. Marrero, LA Tecorded 81 tackles, 38 tackles for losses, in 1997. 

19 Cummings, Chris CB 5-9 180 Sr. Dothan, AL 41 Perkins, Cisco FB 6-0 213 Fr. = Shreveport, LA : 

2 Dale, Brandon CB 5-11 176 So. Slidell, LA 78 Pierce, Dwayne G 6-2 308 So. NewOrleans,LA SamForehand OL 6-7330 Ocean Springs, MS 

89 Dangerfield, Ed FL 64 209 Fr. MorganCity,LA 67 Puckett, Alvin G 63 290 So. New Orleans, LA ‘i epevee Aue OLA oa ree 22 games in 

6 Davey, Rohan QB 6-3 227 Fr. Hialeah, FL 8 Roman, Mark FS 6-0 185 Jr. New Iberia, LA St SOMD relic) Dresses oer 900) pons, 

47 Davis, Robert CB 5-9 182 Fr Shreveport, LA 86 Royal, Robert FB 6-5 229 So. NewOrleans, lA — Willie Gray DE 6-2 260 New Orleans, LA 

36 Desselle, Daniel SE 5-7 160 So. Walker, LA 69 Salassi, Damien OLB 6-2 232 Fr. Loranger, LA Class 7-5A All-District honorable mention; posted 80 

87 Domingeaux, Joe TE 6-6 267 So. Crowley, LA 28 Scott, Bryant SS 5-9 184 Sr. Jonesboro, LA _ tackles and had five fumble recoveries as a senior. 

62 Donelon, Tim OT 6-5 315 Jr NewOrleans,LA 53 Small, Brandon G 5-11 282 Fr. New Iberia, LA Howard Green © DL_ 6-4 305 Donaldsonville, LA 

36 Dressler, Billy P 6-3 205 So, LakeCharles, LA 96 Smith, Brandon P/K 6-2 190 Sr. Baton Rouge, LA — Class 3A All-State as both a junior and a senior; Prep- 

52 Dunson, Thomas ILB 6-3 232 Fr. Spring, TX 35 Smith, Charles ILB G62 220 Jr. NewOrleans, LA — Star preseason Dream Team member; recorded 105 

3. Faulk, Kevin TB 5-10 192 Sr. Carencro, LA 42 Spears, Markeith  ILB 5-11 239 Sr. Zachary, LA tackles last year. 

22 Foster, Larry FL 5-10 190 Jr. Harvey, LA 13 Stamps, Michael CB 5-11175 Jr. Houston, TX jesse Harmon OL 6-5 285 Crowley, LA 

30 Franklin, Isiah SE 6-0 183 Jr. NewOrlans,LA 18 Stroup, Andy QB 6-3 195 Jr. LaPlace, LA — Gomes to LSU from Fort Scott Community College 

4 Gates, Nate CB 6-0 187 So. Sarasota, FL 46 Sykes, Wardell LB = 6-1 230 So. Harvey, LA — where he was selected All-Kansas Jayhawk Confer- 

25 Gibbs, Corey P 60 203 Jr Baton Rouge, LA 65 Thomassie, Ryan G 62 282 Sr. Galliano, LA ence. 

59 Green, Jarvis DE 6-3 252 Fr. Donaldsonville, LA 73 Thomas, Charles DT 64 268 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA Damien James DB 6-0 190  Carencto, LA 

51 Green, Jason OLB 6-1 228 Fr. Donaldsonville,LA 14 Tyler, Herb QB 60 203 Sr. New Orleans, LA PrepStar Dream Team member; rated 13th best 

96 Greene, Patrick K 5-9 170 So, Slidell, LA 44 Tyler, Robert FB 6-0 247 Jr. Cleveland, MS _ prospect in the nation by SuperPrep, 

90. Harvey, Willie DE 6-4 254 So. Houston, TX 99 Underwood, Jason DE 6-4 253 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 

11 Hayes, Michael SE 6-5 220 Fr Opelousas, LA 49. Wales, Korey FB 58 221 Sr Kentwood, A Eales anairee etter entonoi de rete 

60. Hebert, Ryan OT 64 293 Jr. Baton Rouge,LA 48 Wesley, Joe ILB 6-2 233 Sr. Brookhaven, MS the Southeast Region according to PrepStar. 

45 Hill, Jamal OLB 6-2 231 So. Mercertsland, WA 70 Williams, Louis OT 6-6 292 So.F. Walton Beach, FL 

21 Hill, Raion DB 6-1 201 Sr. NewOrleans,LA 30 Williams, Roger CB 5-8 179 So. BaySt.Louis,MS | Jeremy Lawrence LB 6-4 240 Ferriday, LA 

74 Jackson, Al G 63 307 Jr  MossPoint,MS 93 Williams, Theo OLB 6-3 235 Jr, Marrero, LA jgeetieupcreesiig nnn Deurornnte TERE Scr 

10 Johnson, Lavar TB 6-1 188 Fr. Galena Park, TX 11 Wilson, Robert K 5-10181 Fr. Belle Chasse, LA 4 

12 Kessler, Kris K 62 199 Fr. Longwood, FL 68 Winey, Brandon OT 6-7 294 So, Lake Charles,LA SolomonLee FB 6-2 225 _Bastrop, LA 

85 Kipps, Kyle FB 6-5 259 i Lafayette, LA 23 Witten, Jeremy P 5410170 Jr. Louisville, KY No. 7 tight end in the Southeast Region by PrepStar, 

25. Landry, Charles FB 5-11 203 Ponchatoula, LA 27 Woods, Damien CB 5-10 186 Jr. Slidell, LA ‘helped’ Bastrop ta an 6-5: mark as'a’senior. 


Adam McConathy LB 6-5 226 West Monroe, LA 
Louisiana's Mr, Football for 1997; PrepStar Dream 


Top Returning Leaders 
Team member; Tom Lemming's Top 100 selection; 


Passing: Herb Tyler, 127-209-1,581-7, 10 TDs had 136 tackles as a senior. 

Rushing: Kevin Faulk, 205 car., 1,114 yds., 15 TDs [PR eWeeer eee rarer 7 gr Rouge, LA 
Receiving: Larry Foster, 43 rec., 579 yds., 4 TDs Had 12 receptions for 164 yds. and two TDs as a 
Scoring: Kevin Faulk, 15 TDs, 90 points sep 


Depth Chart 


OFFENSE (9) 
SE 88 Abram Booty (So., 1); 11 Michael Hayes (Fr., 0) 
LT 70 Louis Williams (So., 1); 60 Ryan Hebert (Jr., 0) 
LG 71 Al Jackson (Jr., 1); 67 Alvin Puckett (So., 0) 


tor é Josh Reed RB 6-0 195 Rayne, LA 
C 72 Todd McClure (Sr., 3); 79 Naeshall Menard (Jr. 0) P unting: Jeremy Witten, 15 punts, 35.0 avg. Twotime Class 3A AlfState; rushed for 2,143 yds. 
RG 65 Ryan Thomassie (Sr. 3); 78 Dwayne Pierce (So., 0) ALAA SSU IA SSe) Tia ees kee Ge ap ATS EGR BY EEE 
RT 75 Trey Langley (So., 1); 68 Brandon Winey (So., 0) Tackles: Joe Wesley, 105, 56 solo opel roe . ss ae oS ei 7 GA 
. ‘ rN mn the SuperPrep Dixie recorded ove! 
TE 81 Jamal Pack (Jr., 2); 87 Joe Domingeaux (So., 1) Sacks: Anthony McFarland, 6 a3 aes Mate Blocks ne pret eeenoy i 
FL 22 Larry Foster (Jr., 2); 33 Nemessis Bates (Jr., 0) Interceptions: Raion Hill and Chris Beard, 2 
QB 14 Herb Tyler (Sr., 3); 6 Rohan Davey (Fr., 0) Per rca oh Ne midges 
FB 43 Tommy Banks (So., 1); 44 Robert Tyler (Jr., 2) 1998 Ss h tions for 755 yds, and eight TDs as a senior. 
RB 3 Kevin Faulk (Sr., 3); 7 Rondell Mealey (Jr., 2) chedule 
ata ntt bah ee 3) ob Sale OL 6-3 330 Monroe, LA 
K 83 Danny Boyd (Jr., 2); 84 Christian Chauvin (Fr., 0) Sept.12 Arkansas State Class 5A All-State selection as a junior and a senior; 
Sept. 19 at Auburn rushed for over 2,000 yds. in 1997, 
Sept. 26 Idaho Brad Smalling OL 6-8 348 West Monroe, LA 
, DEFENSE (7) ‘ ne 3 Georgia Saehataay USA Topay All-American; Prepstar 
DT 95 Johnny Mitchell (Jr., 2); 97 Kareem Mitchell (So., 0) : : Dream Team Member. 
NG 94 Anthony McFarland (Sr., 3); 91 Muskingum Barnes (Fr., 0) Oct. 10 at Florida faiiciat Sissr toa "ERTAGS ALE 
DE 59 Jarvis Green (Fr., 0); 90 Willie Harvey (So., 0) Oct.17 Kentucky — Recorded 41 tackles, 22 assists and eight deflected 
OLB 98 Arnold Miller (Sr., 3); 92 Roshaun Matthews (Jr., 1) Oct. 24 Mississippi State panseek Breit ean Onishomne 51a, 
ILB 48 Joe Wesley (Sr., 3); 46 Wardell Sykes (So., 0) Oct. 31 at Mississippi Lionel Thomas DB 6-1 180 Opelousas, La. 
ILB 35 Charles Smith (Jr, 2); 52 Thomas Dunson (Fr., 0) Nov. 7 Alabama fooled ak yes ae 
OLB 93 Theo Williams (Jr., 2); 37 Aaron Adams (Sr., 2) Nov. 21 at Notre Dame sions Wonca 1h ¢S Sika ae 
4 ms W qi 
CB 1 Fred Booker (So., 1); 21 Raion Hill (Sr., 2) Nov. 28 Arkansas@ Totaled 62 tackles and forced eight fumbles, return: 
CB 19 Chris Cummings (Sr., 3); 47 Robert Davis (Fr., 0) @Little Rock, AR ing two for TDs, in his senior year. 
SS 18 Clarence LeBlanc (Jr., 2); 26 Chris Beard (Sr., 3) ss Damien Woods DB 5-10.186 Slidell, LA 
FS 8 Mark Roman (Jr, 2); 29 Terrence O'Bryant (Fr., 0) Risi ng Star One of PrepStar's Top 100 Junior College transfers in 
P 23 Jeremy Witten (Jr., 1); 25 Corey Gibbs (Jr., 0) True freshman Damien James was rated [iaaaaeamll Meebo auaoS ashe 


by one service as the 13th best prospect rreditirs = hes a bs statins 
" . ‘ armed ast lexas honors and altdistri jonors; 
in the nation, and second-best skill team finished 51-6 during his prep career. 


player. LSU plans to put those skills to 
use early, possibly at wide receiver, [ipeawicrees a junior; benches 370 pounds, 
Number after class indicates letters won where the Tigers lack experience. John Young OL 63 295 Ruston, LA 
Bench-presses over 300 pounds. 


(#) indicates number of retuming starters Bob Wynne OL 6-5 310 New Orleans, LA 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Barrin Simpson 


ost teams will go only as far as a few 
Vi key players can take them. That was 
the case last year when what was shap- 
ing up as a dream season for Mississippi State 
concluded in nightmarish fashion with losses to 
Arkansas and Ole Miss. 
The lack of consistent play at quarterback was 
a key factor in each loss. The Bulldogs would 
have been playing for the Southeastern Confer- 
ence championship had they won those games, 
instead they finished 7-4 and didn’t even receive 
a bowl bid. 
Coach Jackie Sherrill says this year’s team can 
be as good or better than the 97 version, if one 


position improves. 

“The quarterback has to be a better player,” 
Sherrill says. “The quarterback has to be more 
productive.” 

Junior starter Matt Wyatt returns, but he 
might not be the starter by September. He 
received a big challenge in the spring from red- 
shirt freshman Wayne Madkin, and will again in 
the fall from junior college transfer Kelvin Love 
and incoming freshman Brandon Butler. 

All the other ingredients seem to be in place. 
Four of five starters return on the line, a 1,000- 
yard rusher is back and the defense has improved 
each of the last two seasons under coordinator 
Joe Lee Dunn. 

“When you go across the board, position-by- 
position, this might be our best team at Missis- 
sippi State,” Sherrill says. “I think we can put a 
good person in every position.” 

Filling the quarterback position is the key. 


quarterbacks 


Wyatt started 10 games last year but com- 
pleted less than half his passes, threw for only six 


touchdowns and was intercepted 15 times. 
Offensive coordinator Lynn Amedee says he will 
simplify the offense this fall and go to more of a 
short passing game, designed to get the ball more 
often to the tight ends and backs while taking 
pressure off Wyatt or whoever ends up starting. 
The coaches say they haven't given up on Wyatt, 
but they've made it clear he needs to get better. 


running backs 


Senior tailback James “J.J.” Johnson became 
just the fourth player in school history to gain 
more than 1,000 yards when he rushed for 1,069 
and 12 touchdowns on 217 carries last season. 
Amedee says Johnson will be even better this fall 
because he’s had a year to study film and correct 
his mistakes. A key will be developing a backup. 
Junior Chris Rainey has been in the program for 
three years but hasn't played much. Highly 
touted freshmen Edward Prather and Dicenzo 
Miller will both get good looks in the fall. 

After two years as a backup, senior Dennis 
McKinley, a hard runner with better-than-aver- 
age speed for his position, will start at fullback. 
Junior college transfer Rod Gibson is a good 
receiver out of the backfield who could see action 


at fullback and tailback. 
receivers 


This is still an unproven area, but with lots of 
potential. Seniors Kevin Prentiss and Kevin 
Cooper need to stay healthy. Both have big-play 
talent, but both missed parts of last year with 
injuries. Cooper never recovered from off-season 
knee surgery and Prentiss had a variety of bumps, 
bruises and sprains. If Cooper's knee comes 
around, he should beat out senior Lahitia Grant 
on one side, Junior Matt Butler doesn’t have 
breakaway speed but has great hands. If fresh- 
man Harold Lindsey qualifies academically, don’t 
expect him to be redshirted. 

State has three good tight ends in seniors Regi- 
nald Kelly and John Jennings and junior Ter- 
rence McCaskey. Kelly is the better receiver while 
Jennings and McCaskey are better blockers. 
Kelly might be used more as an H-back this year 
in an attempt to get him and Jennings on the 
field at the same time. 


offensive linemen 


Four starters return on a senior-dominated 
line that Sherrill says has a chance to be as good 
as any he’s ever coached. The only projected 
starter who isn't a senior is sophomore Floyd 
“Pork Chop” Womack, who is penciled in at left 
tackle. Last year’s left tackle, Anthony Kapp, has 
been moved to right tackle, where he'll be chal- 
lenged by junior college transfer Wes Shivers. 
Senior center Eric Allen was the most consistent 
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Brian Hazelwood 


lineman last year. Seniors Randy Thomas 
and Craig Moore return at the guards. 
Senior Stoney Price, who started half the 
games last year, is a valuable backup who 
can play either guard or tackle. 


defensive linemen 


All five starters are gone, but the three 
interior backups played so much last year 
that Dunn doesn't think they'll miss a beat. 
Juniors Kevin Sluder and John Hilliard are 
the projected starting tackles. Senior Ken- 
woynne Smith is the nose guard. But that 
lineup could change to make room for 
Alvin McKinley, who was rated as one of 
the top junior college linemen in the coun- 
try last year. Another top signee, freshman 
Conner Stephens, could also make an 


immediate impact. 
& The number of SEC ranking 
positions the Bulldogs have 
improved in total defense since 
1995, when they finished last. In 
1996, coordinator Joe Lee Dunn's 
first year, they finished eighth, fol- 
lowed by a fourth-place finish in 1997. 


An area of concern is end. Senior Larry 
Campbell was plagued by injuries last year 
and junior Cornell Menafee did not play as 
well as the coaches had hoped he would in 
spot duty last year. The one to watch at that 
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Mr. Mississippi State 
Football 


Quarterback Rockey Felker led the 
Bulldogs to a 26-24 Sun Bowl victory 
over North Carolina in 1974, capping 
a 9-3 season, and was named the 
SEC’s MVP by the Nashville Banner. 
In 1986 he returned as the Bulldogs’ 
head coach. After winning six of its 
first seven games, that '86 squad fin- 
ished 6-5 and Felker never posted 
another winning record. His firing 
after the 1990 season was painful for 
everyone concerned, including fans. 


Adesola Badon started two years ago but 
lost his job last year to junior Kendall 
Roberson, who is now set at right corner. 
Badon will battle for the other spot with 
junior college transfer Robert Bean, who 
has the speed and skill to play man-to-man 
in Dunn's blitzing schemes. 

Senior Anthony Derricks returns at free 
safety and junior Tim Nelson is back at 
strong safety, although they might be 
pushed by Eugene Clinton, Eric Daniel 
and Ashley Cooper. 


specialists 
Placekicker Brian Hazelwood has had 
some problems with consistency the last 


Joe Robbins 


position is senior Edward Smith, a special 
teams terror last year who was too slow for 
safety and too small for linebacker but 


two years, but he led the SEC last year with 
16 field goals (in 26 attempts), including a 
career-best 53-yarder that beat Memphis 
on the final play of the game. Punter Jeff 


might find a home at rush end. 


linebackers 


Junior Barrin Simpson 
was last year’s second-lead- 
ing tackler and is poised for 
a stellar season. The other 
spot is less settled. The can- 
didates are senior Bert 
Keys, junior Edward Yeates 
and sophomore Jamaal 
Dinkins. Keys played well 
in short stints at the end of 
last season, Yeates missed 
the season with a knee 


injury and Dinkins played . 


mainly on special teams. 
Dinkins could also wind 
up at end. 


defensive 
backs 


The secondary is the 
most experienced area on 
the defense, but the Bull- 
dogs must find a replace- 
ment for cornerback Izell 
McGill, who led the team 
in interceptions each of the 
last two seasons. Senior 


Walker's 45.5-yard average was second-best 
in the SEC and seventh-best in the nation. 


Outside the Huddle 


Family affair Bulldog coaches had an ally in the 
recruiting of junior college All-America defensive tackle 
Alvin McKinley. His brother, Dennis, is projected to 
start at fullback and helped recruit him. 

Hoop it up {f Mississippi State’s football team puts 
together an intramural basketball team, two signees 
could play starring roles. In March, running back 
Edward Prather and linebacker Ivan Billie led their 
respective high school teams to state championships. 
Big-play maker Mississippi State has to get the 
ball more often to wide receiver Kevin Prentiss. Last 
year, Prentiss averaged 19.2 yards per catch and 
32.2 yards per kickoff return on only 20 receptions 
and eight returns. 

Here’s the beef Coach Jackie Sherrill loves big 
offensive lines and this year's is no exception. The 
projected 1998 starters average 318 pounds from 
tackle to tackle. 

Scramble Mississippi State's quarterbacks were 
sacked 18 times and had a net minus-132 yards rush- 
ing. That’s one reason offensive coordinator Lynn 
Amedee is so anxious to see what redshirt freshman 
Wayne Madkin and signees Kelvin Love and Brandon 
Butler can do. All three can run. 
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NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Allen, Eric C 6-5 288 Sr. Water Valley, MS. 
Armstead, Lorenzo FL 5-10 475 Jr Houston, TX 
Badon, Adesola CB 6-0 187 Sr. Metairie, LA 
Belcher, Trey FL 6-3 197 Jr. Germantown, TN 
Bender, Michael SN 6-3 200 So Hammond, LA 
Butler, Matthew FL 6-3 196 Jr. Baton Rouge, LA 
Callaway, Clarence SS 5-11 194 Jr. Atlanta, GA 
Campbell, Larry DE 6-2 230 Sr Taylorsville, MS 
Clinton, Eugene SS 6-0 189 So. Jackson, MS 
Coley, Marvin DT 6-5 267 Sr. Pahokee, FL 
Cooper, Ashley SS 60 200 Jr. Fort Walton, FL 
Cooper, Kevin SE 6-3 195 Sr. Batesville, MS 
Daniel, Eric FS 62 182 Sr LaGrange, GA 
Derricks, Anthony FS 6-0 185 Sr. Forest, MS 
Dinkins, Jamaal LB 6-2 220 So. Jackson, MS 
Fair, Michael G 64 292 So. Carrollton, MS 
Fairchild, Kenric OT 6-5 316 Fr. Greenville, MS 
Garner, Ti CB =5-10180 Fr. Brandon, MS 
Gibson, Rod FB 5-10 215 Jr. Greenwood, MS 
Grant, Lahitia SE 6-1 198 Sr. Dora, AL 
Hazelwood, Brian K 6-0 195 Sr. Clinton, MS 
Henderson, Omar cB 60 178 Jr. Batesville, MS 
Henry, Garth NG 63 311 Jr. Miami, FL 
Hilliard, John OT 64 263 Jr Houston, TX 
Hunter, Paul TE 6-3 227 Jr. Memphis, TN 
Izquierdo, Julio FS 6-1 194 So. Miami, FL 
Jennings, John TE 64 240 Sr. Taylorsville, MS 
Johnson, James TB 6-2 233 Sr. Mobile, AL 
Jones, Jeremy SE 6-1 201 Sr. Ashville, AL 
Jones, Kenzaki CB 6-2 190 Jr, Senatobia, MS 
Kapp, Anthony OT 6-4 333 Sr. Beachwood, NJ 
Kelly, Reginald TE 6-5 243 Sr. Aberdeen, MS 
Keys, Bert LB 6-1 271 Sr. Greenwood, MS 
Knight, Rob DE 6-2 214 Jr. Erial, NJ 
Madkin, Wayne QB 6-5 205 Fr. Huntsville, AL 
McCaskey, Terrence TE 6-6 273 Jr, Norcross, GA 
McKinley, Dennis FB 6-2 231 Sr. Weir, MS 
McRae, Matt G 64 315 So. Athens, GA 
Menafee, Cornell DE 6-3 231 Jr, Opelika, AL 
Mooney, Paul C 68 320 Jr. Collins, MS 
Moore, Craig 5 325 Sr. Lie FL 


Morgan, Rob 


Depth Char 
OFFENSE (8) 


88 Kevin Cooper (Sr., 1); 4 Lahitia Grant (Sr., 3) 

72 Floyd Womack (So., 1); 79 Tron Thomas (So., 1) 

65 Craig Moore (Sr., 1); 69 Stoney Price (Sr., 3) 

53 Eric Allen (Sr., 3); 74 Paul Mooney (Jr., 2) 

77 Randy Thomas (Sr., 1); 52 Michael Fair (So., 1) 

78 Anthony Kapp (Sr., 1); 68 Wes Shivers (Jr, 0) 

89 Reginald Kelly (Sr., 3); 81 John Jennings (Sr., 3) 

12 Kevin Prentiss (Sr., 1); 23 Matthew Butler (Jr., 2) 
7 Matt Wyatt (Jr., 2); 9 Wayne Madkin (Fr., 0) 

39 Dennis McKinley (Sr., 3); 33 Rod Gibson (Jr., 0) 

22 James Johnson (Sr., 1); 37 Chris Rainey (Jr., 2) 

15 Brian Hazelwood (Sr., 3); 42 Jeff Walker (Jr., 2) 


DEFENSE (4) 


46 Larry Campbell (Sr., 3); 20 Rob Knight (Jr., 2) 

48 Kevin Sluder (Jr., 2); 94 Kenric Fairchild (Fr., 0 
99 Kenwoynne Smith (Sr., 3); 96 Garth Henry (Jr., 0) 
95 John Hilliard (Jr., 2); 92 Ellis Wyms (So., 1) 

40 Cornell Menafee (Jr., 2); 2 Edward Smith (Sr., 1) 


1998 Mississippi State Roster 


45 Barrin Simpson (Jr., 2); 44 Jamaal Dinkins (So., 1) 


50 Bert Keys (Sr., 1); 55 Edward Yeates (So., 1) 


24 Kendall Roberson (Jr., 2); 84 Omar Henderson (Jr., 


25 Adesola Badon (Sr., 3); Robert Bean (Jr., 0) 
17 Tim Nelson (Jr., 2); 14 Eugene Clinton (So., 1) 

6 Anthony Derricks (Sr., 3); 5 Eric Daniel (Sr., 3) 
42 Jeff Walker (Jr., 2) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 
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1997 Record: 
SEC Record: 


. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Nelson, Tim SS 5-9 185 Jr. North Atlanta, GA 
Prentiss, Kevin FL 5-9 150 Sr Vicksburg, MS 
Price, Stoney G 62 289 Sr. Winfield, AL 
Rainey, Chris TB 5-9 202 Jr. Amory, MS 
Roberson, Kendall CB 6-2 188 Jr. Calhoun City, MS 
Shivers, Wes oT 6-7 305 Jr Brandon, MS 
Simpson, Barrin LB 6-1 227 Jr. Starkville, MS 
Sluder, Kevin OT 65 253 Jr. Pensacola, FL 
Smith, Edward DE 6-1 230 Sr. LaMesa, CA 
Smith, Kenwoynne NG 6-1 259 Sr. Leland, MS 
Stillwell, Robbie FS 6-1 179 So. Warner Robbins, GA 
Stout, Randy DT 6-4 254 So San Angelo, TX 
Thomas, Randy G 64 292 Sr. East Point, GA 
Thomas, Tron OT 6-3 276 So. Greenwood, MS 
Walker, Jeff P/K 6-0 205 Jr. Grenada, MS 
White, Brian FS 6-1 180 So. Ponte Vedra, FL 
White, George FS 6-2 192 So. Jackson, MS 
Williamson, Kenny FB 6-3 240 So Seminary, MS 
Womack, Floyd OT 6-4 351 So. Cleveland, MS 
Wyatt, Matt QB 6-5 226 Jr. Prattville, AL 
Wyms, Ellis OT 6-5 263 So. Indianola, MS 
Yeates, Edward LB 6-0 231 So Starkville, MS 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Matt Wyatt, 92-201-1,369-15, 6 TDs 
Rushing: James Johnson, 217 car., 1,069 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Kevin Prentiss, 20 rec., 385 yds., 2 TDs 
Scoring: James Johnson, 12 TDs, 72 points 

Punting: Jeff Walker, 45 punts, 45.5 avg.. 


Kicking: Brian Hazelwood, 16-26 FGs, 22-23 XP 
Tackles: Barrin Simpson, 104, 51 solo 

Sacks: Barrin Simpson, 3 

Interceptions: Kendall Roberson, 4 for 9 yards 


1998 Schedule 


Sept.5 Vanderbilt 
Sept. 12 at Memphis 
Sept. 19 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 26 at South Carolina 
Oct. 10 Auburn 

Oct.17 East Tennessee State 
Oct.24 at LSU 

Nov. 7 at Kentucky 

Nov. 14 Alabama 

Nov. 21 Arkansas 

Nov. 26 at Mississippi 


Rising Star 

The coaches are so high on sophomore 
offensive tackle Floyd “Pork Chop” Wom- 
ack that they moved last year’s starting 


left tackle, Anthony Kapp, to the other 
side to make room for Womack in the 
lineup. 


Head Coach 
4-4 Jackie Sherrill 


1998 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Robert Bean DB 6-2 185 Decatur,GA 
Firstteam junior college AllAmerica by both the 
NJCAA and Grid-Wire at Georgia Military College; 
intercepted a national junior collegeteading 12 
passes last year. 


Ivan Billie LB 6-3 215 Philadelphia, MS 
Named one of the Top 24 weakside linebackers in 
the country; as a senior, recorded 60 tackles and 
seven sacks. 


Darius Brown DL 6-0 280 Amory, MS 
Named honorable mention all-state following his 
sophomore season at Itawamba CC. 


Brandon Butler QB 6-2 202 Kenner, LA 
Was one of just 11 quarterbacks in the nation recog- 
nized in Max Emfinger's Top 105 players list; clocked 
at 4.44 in the 40. 


Shawn Byrdsong DB 5-10 165 Longview, TX 
Named a USA Topsy honorable mention AltAmerica; 
named second-team all-state last year. 


Nick Floyd LBFB 6-1 200 Pontotoc, MS 
Rushed for 1,052 yds. on 196 carries last season 
while recording 80 tackles. 


Julius Griffith DB 5-10 170 Magee, MS 
intercepted 10 passes during his high school career; 
totaled 86 tackles as a senior. 


Justin Griffith DB 6-1 225 Magee, MS 
Named a USA Topay honorable mention Alt-America; 
listed as the No. 118 prospect in the Dixie Region by 
SuperPrep. 


Mario Haggan «DL 6-3 265 Clarksdale, MS 
USA Tooay honorable mention All-America; registered 
158 total tackles as a senior, 


Carl Hutchins OL 6-7 295 Atlanta, GA 
Blocked at 87 percent rating during his senior year; 
two-way tackle at the prep tevel. 


Nathan Jackson DE 6-4 215 Jackson, MS 
Awarded firstteam alldistrict honors; totaled 150 
tackles during his senior year. 


Harold Lindsey WR 6-3 180 Marietta, GA 
Rated as the No. 101 prospect in the Dixie Region by 
SuperPrep; scored 32 career TDs at Marietta High 
School. 


Kelvin Love QB 6-4 190 Clarksdale, MS 
Two-time all-state quarterback at Coahoma CC. 


Alvin McKinley DL 6-5 285 MoCool, MS 
Named firstteam All-America by JC Grid-Wire; 
recorded 100 tackles last year, 26 tackles for 
losses. 


Dicenzo Miller RB 5-10185 Welr, MS 
Mississippi Player of the Year by USA Topay, rated No. 
441 in the Southeast by SuperPrep; finished high 
school career with state-record 118 career TDs. 


Marco Minor WR 6-3 200 Natchez, MS 
Named honorable mention All-America by USA Topay; 
credited with running a 4.4 in the 40; caught 24 
passes for 652 yds. and nine TDs last season, 


Edward Prather RB 6-1 185 Falkner, MS 
Named a USA Topay honorable mention All-America; 
fated as the No. 39 prospect in the Dixie Region by 
SuperPrep; rushed 179 times for 1,506 yds. 


Bobby Pressley LB 6-3 225 Boynton Bch., FL 
Named junior college All-America by the National Blue 
Chip Report; totaled 77 tackles during his sopho- 
more year at Butler County CC. 


Kenny Sears DL 6-4 250 Montgomery, AL 
Mentioned among the Top 7 strongside defensive 
ends in the country by Max Emfinger; finished his 
career with 183 total tackles. 


Kevin Sijansky OL 6-3 275 Katy, TX 
Named first-team all-District 19-5A at the center posi. 
tion; credited with a 430-pound bench press. 


C.J. Sirmones WR 6-4 219 Loretto, TN 
Ranked No. 63 in the Southeast Region by Super 
Prep; had 40 receptions for 664 yds. as a senior. 


Conner Stephens DL 6-5 235 Ackerman, MS 
Honorable Mention All-American by USA Tovay; 
recorded 123 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. 


Darius Tubbs WR 6-2 180 Bessemer, AL 
Runs a 4.56 In the 40; hauled in 54 passes for 872 
yds. and 10 TDs last season. 


Kyle Wallace OL 6-7 294 Magee, MS 
Selected first-team all-state on the offensive line; 
graded out at 89 percent his senior season. 


James White WR 6-3 190 De La Salle, LA 
Had 40 receptions for 570 yds. and four TDs last 
season; credited with running a 4.56 in the 40: 
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Tommy Tuberville has directed Ole Miss 

from the ashes of NCAA probation to an 8-4 
season, a victory over Marshall in the Motor City 
Bowl and a No. 22 national ranking. Now, the 
question is whether the Rebels can keep the pro- 
gram on the upswing by competing for an SEC 
Western Division title. 

“We may not be as good early because we're 
breaking in a new quarterback,” Tuberville says. 
“We have to give Romaro Miller time to grow, 
just as we did with Stewart Patridge.” 

With Patridge blooming into one of the more 
proficient quarterbacks in the Southeastern Con- 


] n his first three years on the job, coach 


Deuce McAllister 


ference and setting several school passing records, 
the Rebels won four of their last five games in 
1997. They no longer think of themselves as sec- 
ond-class citizens in the SEC West. 

Ole Miss has traded Tennessee for South Car- 
olina on the 1998 schedule, and that’s not a bad 
swap. If the strong-armed Miller lives up to 
expectations and the defense can reload at line- 
backer, where three starters were lost, the Rebels 
believe they can be contenders in the division. 


quarterbacks 


Miller, a sophomore, was strictly a baseball cap 
and clipboard quarterback in 1997. With 
Patridge playing well and Ole Miss involved in 
several close games, the Rebels’ coaching staff 
wasn't able to get Miller onto the field as often as 
it wanted. Now, it’s Miller time and Ole Miss 
will go as far as the former Parade All-American 
takes them. 

Miller has a stronger arm than Patridge and 
the quick feet to turn a bad play into a good play. 
But Ole Miss relies on its quarterbacks to check 
off to the right play, and only repetitions in game 


Dwight King 


situations will make Miller proficient in that cru- 
cial area. The real problem is that Ole Miss has 
no experienced backup. Behind Miller, redshirt 
freshman Jake Hill is listed as the backup, but the 
Rebels may have to rely on two incoming fresh- 
men: Douglas Zeigler and Tim Gallahan. 


running backs 


The torch was passed in the Motor City Bowl 
when John Avery gave way to power back Deuce 
McAllister on the game-winning touchdown 
drive. McAllister powered over and through the 
Marshall Thundering Herd and produced the 
winning score with a l-yard plunge with 31 sec- 
onds remaining. If McAllister gets tired or 
nicked, the Rebels have a stable of other good 
backs in reserve. 

Incoming freshman Charles Stackhouse is 
6-3, 205 pounds and reminds Rebels fans of 
McAllister. Also figuring into the running back 
plans is speed back Joe Gunn, who redshirted in 
1997. Alishma Alexander will be a blocking back 
when Ole Miss goes to the two-back set. Senior 
Tony Cannion provides depth at both backfield 


positions. 


receivers 


This may be the team’s greatest strength. The 
Rebels return split end Grant Heard, tight end 
Rufus French, flanker Cory Peterson and slot- 
back Robert Reed. Heard doesn't have great 
speed, but at 6-3 he provides a big target in the 
middle and can make plays on the fade route 
against short cornerbacks. Peterson, who caught 
the winning two-point conversion against archri- 
val Mississippi State to send the Rebels on to the 
Motor City Bowl, has perhaps the best set of 
hands in the SEC and is the definition of a pos- 
session receiver. Reed made several big plays last 
year after converting from quarterback, and 
French made All-SEC first team. French is con- 
sidered a sure All-America candidate heading 
into his junior year. 

In hopes of stretching the field with the verti- 
cal passing game, the Rebels recruited a couple of 
burners from Florida — Rashod Moulton and 
Mike Salters. 


offensive linemen 


The offensive line was the most improved part 
of the Ole Miss team last year, providing ade- 
quate protection for Patridge most of the time 
and creating nice openings for the backs. Heady 
senior Matt Luke, who makes the calls and helps 
those around him handle stunts and twists, 
returns at center. Terrence Metcalf and Keydrick 
Vincent, a couple of 300-pounders, were huge 
contributors as freshmen and figure to start at 
the guard spots. Todd Wade returns at right 


ATHLON SpPoRTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 1998 


Courtland Richards 


Gary Thigpen 


ww 


Rufus French 


tackle and should again be solid. But the 
Rebels will have to hope letterman Tutan 
Reyes can move up to a starting position 
and flourish at left tackle. Joey Embry, who 
missed the 1997 season because of a back 
injury, returns in "98 and could wind up 
being a key member of the offensive line. 


defensive linemen 


This is an area where the Rebels have to 
improve if they hope to compete for a divi- 
sion title. Players such as Derrick Burgess, 
Mitch Baker, Morris Scott, Comone Fisher 
and Michael Boone had their moments last 
year. But the Rebels need to make more 
stops at the line of scrimmage and put more 
heat on the quarterback. 


The Rebels are 17-0 at 

home in night games since 

lights were installed at Vaught- 

Hemingway Stadium in 1990. Cen- 

tral Florida, SMU, Vanderbilt and 

Arkansas fell in Oxford under the 
lights last year. 


Ole Miss wants to get bigger up front and 
the Rebels recruited to accomplish that pur- 
pose. Look for incoming freshmen Justin 
Blake and Kahlil Nash and junior college 
transfers Kendrick Clancy and Tyler 
Williams to give Ole Miss a much stronger 
inside presence. 
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linebackers 


Graduation wiped the slate clean. Heavy 


Mr. Ole Miss Football 


Archie Manning (1968-70) remains 
the standard by which all Ole Miss 
quarterbacks are measured. He 
could throw and run with equal grace, 
as evidenced by his No. 4 finish in 
the 1969 Heisman balloting and a 
No. 3 finish in 1970. Manning went 
on to become a highly accomplished 
quarterback for 15 years in the NFL, 
but he never had the supporting cast 
around him to savor the fruits of vic- 
tory. 


depth at cornerback, Ole Miss recruited 
Arthur Spear from Killeen, Texas, and the 
athletic Syniker Taylor of Gulfport, Miss. 
Kenneth Woods is a talented junior college 
transfer who should contribute at the safety 
positions. 


specialists 

The Rebels were lucky an erratic place- 
kicker didn’t cost them a game or two last 
year. Steve Lindsey was only 9-of-18 on 
field goals and missed four extra point 
attempts. Ole Miss will try to remedy the 
kicking situation with walk-ons Converse 
Chellis and Donald Juneau or an incoming 
freshman. Reagan King has a strong leg as 
a punter. 

Ken Lucas showed flashes of brilliance 


ight King 


hitter Armegis Spearman takes over in the 
middle and Al Rice should adequately fill 
one of the outside spots. Junior Walt Hill 
has some experience as well. Fortunately for 


last year as a kickoff returner. He has work 
to do before he becomes as electrifying as 
Avery has been in that role for the last two 
years. 


Tuberville, his prize recruit 
is Parade All-America line- 
backer Eddie Strong. The 
6-3, 230-pound Strong 
was called by Tuberville 
“one of the finest recruits 
I've ever been associated 
with.” He may step in and 
play right away. 

It’s going to take time for 
the revised linebacking 
corps to jell as a unit. 
Defensive coordinator Art 
Kaufman has a big chal- 
lenge ahead. 


defensive 
backs 


Free safety Tim Strick- 
land and cornerback Gary 
Thigpen are back, but 
strong safeties Ronnie 
Heard and Jason Clingan 
have been reassigned to 
other positions. Sophomore 
Anthony Magee could step 
in to replace them. To add 


Outside the Huddle 


Confidence builder The Rebels were 3-2 when 
they went to LSU on Oct. 18 and turned a corner. The 
Tigers had just beaten then-No, 1 Florida, but Ole Miss 
won the second half 22-0 and the game 36-21. “From 
that point on, our guys felt like we were going to win 
every time we stepped on the field,” Tuberville says. 
Tough act to follow Sophomore quarterback 
Romaro Miller has a lot to live up to in replacing Stew- 
art Patridge. Last year, Patridge completed 228-0F 
352 passes for 2,667 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
Fantastic finishes Ole Miss had a flair for dra- 
matics in 1997. The Rebels drove 77 yards in the final 
minutes for a touchdown and a two-point conversion 
to beat Mississippi State 15-14, then drove 80 yards 
in the closing minutes to better Marshall 34-31. 
Block master Free safety Tim Strickland stands 
only 5-10, but had two field-goal blocks last year by 
coming up the middle and timing his leap just right. 
Thigpen honored Right cornerback Gary Thigpen 
will wear No. 38 this fall after being named the Chucky 
Mullins Courage Award winner. Mullins, the former Ole 
Miss defensive back, died in 1991 of complications 
from a neck injury. Each spring, a top defensive player 
is selected to wear Mullins’ No. 38. 


ATHLON SpPoRTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 1998 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
17 Alexander, Alishma FB 61 220 Sr. Roosevelt, NY 
87 Armstrong, Jamie WR 6-1 180 Fr. Plantersville, MS 
90 Baker, Mitch DT 63 285 Jr. Germantown, TN 
56 Beelman, Erik LB 6-1 205 Sr. New Orleans, LA 
81 Bettis, Adam TE 6-2 230 Jr. Sherwood, AR 
69 Bolden, Paul 0G 64 260 So. Edison, NJ 
62 Boone, Michael OT 64 285 Jr. West Helena, AR 
56 Burgess, Derrick DL 6-3 252 So. Riverdale, MD 
33 Cannion, Tony TB 5-10 190 Sr. Melbourne, FL 
94 Chamblee, Luke TE 6-2 210 Fr Jackson, MS 
15 Chellis, Converse K 57 155 Fr. Summerville, SC 
96 Clancy, Kendrick DT 6-2 265 Jr Tuscaloosa, AL 
80. Clark, Shawn WR 5-11165 Fr. Holly Springs, MS 
23 Clingan, Jason WR 6-1 190 Jr. Pontotoc, MS 
25 Coleman, Justin DB 5-10170 Fr. Columbus, GA 
44 Cook, Chad LB 6-0 225 So. Calhoun City, MS 
48 Craddock, Ben P 60 190 So. McComb, MS 
45 Davis, Tom QB 60 175 So. Batesville, MS 
89 Dunham, Ben WR 6-2 185 Fr. Huntsville, AL 
59 Elam, Shane LB 6-2 230 So. Covington, TN 
70 Embry, Joey OL 66 300 Jr. Bruce, MS 
84 Fisher, Comone DT 6-2 280 Jr. Houston, TX 
9 French, Rufus TE 64 245 Je Amory, MS 
39 Fresh, Stewart SS 57 165 Fr. Covington, LA 
51 Galloway, Daniel DE 64 215 So. Pontotoc, MS 
99 Gates, Robert DE 6-2 236 Sr. Decatur, GA 
417 Gex, Correy LB 61 200 So. Bay St. Louis, MS 
35 Graham, Korey CB 57 165 So. Canton, MS 
68 Grice, Shane OL 6-2 310 So. Shannon, MS 
28 Gunn, Joe TB 5-10 196 Fr. Amory, MS 
74 Hamilton, Mike OL 6-1 256 Fr. Tupelo, MS 
88 Heard, Grant WR 6-3 190 Jr. Lake Jackson, TX 
2 Heard, Ronnie LB 63 200 Jr. Lake Jackson, TX 
13° Hill, Jake QB 61 175 Fr. Tupelo, MS 
40. Hill, Walt LB 5-11 195 Jr. Oxford, MS 
75 Horton, Andy OL 6-3 280 So. Clinton, MS 
93. Hunsicker, Walker DE 6-1 232 So. Oxford, MS 
53 Jones, Rickey tB 6-1 200 Fr. Hollandale, MS 
43. Juneau, Donald K 5-10 163 Fr. Daphne, AL 
65 Keith, John OL 6-2 285 Fr. Mooreville, MS 
66 Killion, Bobby © 5-11 215 Jr. Crowley, TX 
16 King, Reagan P 63 223 So. Ackerman, MS 
a King, Trenton a 6-3 290 a Helena, AR 

Koon, Matt 6-5 241 Myrtle, MS 


Depth Char 


OFFENSE (6) 


88 Grant Heard (Jr., 2); 23 Jason Clingan (Jr., 2) 
76 Tutan Reyes (Jr., 2); 75 Andy Horton (So., 0) 
79 Terrence Metcalf (So., 1); 65 John Keith (Fr., 


C 50 Matt Luke (Sr., 3); 67 Charlie Perkins (So., 1) 


0) 


73 Keydrick Vincent (So., 1); 72 John McGarvey (Fr., 0) 
71 Todd Wade (Jr., 2); 70 Joey Embry (Jr., 1) 

9 Rufus French (Jr., 2); 82 Matt Koon (Fr., 0) 
85 Cory Peterson (Jr., 2); 24 Ken Lucas (So., 1) 
11 Romaro Miller (So., 1); 13 Jake Hill (Fr., 0) 


1998 Ole Miss Roster 


17 Alishma Alexander (Sr., 1); 33 Tony Cannion (Sr., 2) 
22 Deuce McAllister (So., 1); 28 Joe Gunn (Fr., 0) 
15 Converse Chellis (Fr., 0); 13 Donald Juneau (Fr., 0) 


DEFENSE (4) 


56 Derrick Burgess (So., 1); 95 Morris Scott (Sr., 3) 


90 Mitch Baker (Jr., 1); 84 Comone Fisher (Jr., 2) 


62 Michael Boone (Jr., 2); 96 Kendrick Clancy (Jr., 0) 


99 Robert Gates (Sr., 1); 32 Anthony Sim 


s (Fr., O) 


10 Walt Hill (Jr., 2); 2 Ronnie Heard (Jr., 2) 


4 Armegis Spearman (Jr., 2); 44 Chad Cook (So., 1) 


80 Al Rice (Jr., 2); 59 Shane Elam (So, 0) 


38 Gary Thigpen (Sr., 3); 58 Brent McDowell (Sr., 0) 
35 Korey Graham (So., 1); 12 Justin Coleman (Fr., 0) 


27 Anthony Magee (So., 1); 6 Bradley Robinson (So. 1) 
3 Timothy Strickland (Jr., 2); 12 Kenneth Woods (Jr., 0) 
16 Reagan King (So., 1); 48 Ben Craddock (So., 0) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


1997 Record: 
SEC Record: 


. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Letson, Ronnie WR 5-11 183 Jr. Norcross, GA 
Logan, Steve LB 5-11 215 Fr. Frankfort, KY 
Lucas, Ken WR 6-1 193 So. Cleveland, MS 
Luke, Matt C 62 265 Sr. Gulfport, MS 
Magee, Anthony FS 60 175 So. Collins, MS 
McAllister, Deuce TB 6-1 210 So. Morton, MS 
McDowell, Brent CB 5-10 180 Sr. Bartlett, TN 
McGarvey, John OL 64 310 Fr. Flowery Branch, GA 
Meeks, John T 58 175 Fr. Walnut, MS 
Metcalf, Terrence OL 63 302 So. Clarksdale, MS 
Miller, Romaro QB 6-1 190 So. Shannon, MS 
Morris, Sheldon WR 5-10 165 Jr. Jacksonville, FL 
Nichols, Jamie DT 6-1 262 Fr. Philadelphia, PA 
Partin, Jason LB 6-1 2114 Fr. Zachary, LA 
Pearson, Markee DB 5-11 167 Fr. Oxford, MS 
Peden, David OL 61 250 Fr. Nashville, TN 
Perkins, Charlie C 6-2 290 So. Macon, MS 
Peterson, Cory WR 6-2 195 Jr. Germantown, TN 
Prevost, Leland , 5-8 186 Fr. Brentwood, TN 
Quick, Matt 5-8 165 Fr. Cordova, TN 
Reed, Robert 06 6-1 205 Sr. Brandon, MS 
Reyes, Tutan 6-3 275 Jr. Queens, NY 
Rice, Al os 6-1 210 Jr. Hattiesburg, MS 
Robinson, Bradley CB 5-9 175 So. Union City, TN 
Scott, Antoinne DE 62 232 So. Memphis, TN 
Scott, Morris DE 6-2 240 Sr. Louisville, MS 
Sims, Anthony DE 63 230 Fr. Memphis, TN 
Sinis, Bill K 60 175 Fr. Ripley, TN 
Skrmetta, Mitch TE 65 230 Fr. Biloxi, MS 
Smith, Jeff QB 62 185 Jr. Hattiesburg, MS 
Smith, Scott HB 6-3 185 Jr. Walnut, MS 
Spearman, Armegis LB 62 240 Jr Bruce, MS 
Strickland, Timothy FS 510190 Jr. Memphis, TN 
Synnott, Brad OG 62 260 Fr. Houston, TX 
Thigpen, Gary CB 5-9 165 Sr. Cleveland, MS 
Vincent, Keydrick OL 6-5 345 So. Bartow, FL 
Wade, Todd OL 67 295 Jr. Jackson, MS 
Washington, Quincy DE 6-2 220 Jr. Pascagoula, MS 
Williams, Amzie LB 6-1 215 So. Philadelphia, MS 
Williamson, John WR 5-9 180 So. Nashville, TN 
Wilson, G. Davis OL 5-9 213 Jr. Paris, KY 
Woods, Kenneth CB 6-2 205 Jr. Grenada, MS 
Wright, Trent SS 5-11185 Jr. Mobile, AL 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Romaro Miller, 5-11-27-1, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Deuce McAllister, 94 car., 402 yds., 4 TDs 


Receiving: Cory Peterson, 40 rec., 527 yds., 1 TD 


Scoring: D. McCallister and A. Alexander, 4 TDs, 24 pts. 


Punting: Reagan King, 33 punts, 41.0 avg. 


Kicking: none 
Tackles: Timothy Strickland, 79, 52 solo 
Sacks: Michael Boone, 4 
Interceptions: Timothy Strickland, 2 for 0 yards 


1998 Schedule 


Sept.5 Memphis 
Sept.12 Auburn 
Sept.19 at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 26 at SMU 

Oct.3 South Carolina 

Oct.10 at Alabama 

Oct. 24 Arkansas State 

Oct. 31 LSU 

Nov. 7 at Arkansas 
Nov. 21 at Georgia 
Nov. 26 Mississippi State 


Rising Star 


Offensive guard Terrence Metcalf justi- 
fied his rave reviews last year when, as a 
true freshman, he solidified what had 


been a porous Rebels line. The 6-3, 
302-pound Metcalf should become a 
dominant player as a sophomore. 


Head Coach 
Tommy Tuberville 


1998 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


German Bello OL 6-3 310 Pompano Bch., FL 
Two-way lineman who was selected to the Broward- 
Palm Beach Super 11 Team. 


Justin Blake DL 6-4 284 Selbyville, DE 
Allconference pick who was selected Al-Mason 
Dixon; had 45 tackles during his senior season. 


Augustus Carwell OL 6-3 308 Ft, Lauderdale, FL 
Did not yield a sack his senior year; selected to play 
in the Broward County All-Star game. 


Chico Chandler RB/LB6-2 205 Houston, MS 
Rushed for 1,340 yds. on 125 carries, scoring 11 
TDs his senior year; an all-state pick; a PrepStar All- 
Region performer. 


8-4 
4-4 


Ben Claxton OL 6-4 285 Dublin, GA 
First team Ciass 3A All-State pick in 1997; named 
firstteam All-Middle Georgia last year. 


Tim Gallahan QB 6-4 230 Birmingham, AL 
Picked as the No. 113 prospect in the Dixie Region 
according to SuperPrep; selected Class 5A-1A All- 
State. 


Anthony Johnson RB/DE 6-3210 Houston, MS 
Alt-state and alldistrict pick; rushed for 2,064 yds. on 
243 carries, scoring 37 TDs during his career. 


Desmon Johnson DB 5-10160 Okmulgee, OK 
Rated first-team al-district and all-state; credited with 
80 tackles and four ints. his senior year. 


LeRoy Johnson RB 6-1 170 Gulfport, MS 
Expected to play both football and basketball in col 
lege; had over 3,000 career rushing yds. and 30 TDs. 


Shawn Johnson LB 6-2 220 Brewton, AL 
Allstate junior college pick at Northwest CC; named 
to SuperPrep Juco Top 100 list. 


Yahrek Johnson DE 6-2 224 Atlanta, GA 
Class 5-A Metro Lineman of the Year and first-team 
allmetro; had 162 tackles his senior season. 


Rashod Moulton DB 5-11180 St. Petersburg, FL 
Third-team all-state pick; set school records for most 
TDs (5) and most yds. in a single game; ran a 4.3 in 
the 40 at the Reebok combine. 


Kahlil Nash DE 6-3 260 Harrisburg, PA 
Had over 100 tackles, including 19 sacks last sea- 
son; earned four letters in football. 


Mike Salters WR 6-1 190 Homestead, FL 
Homstead High's MVP in 1997; third-team all-state; 
caught 20 pass receptions over his last two seasons. 


Tevas Sanford DB 5-11190 Batesville, MS 
Earned two letters playing at Northwest Community 
College in 1996 and 1997; had 27 solo tackles last 
season. 


Toward Sanford RB 511205 Batesville, MS 
Rated all<fistrict and was Offensive Player of the Year 
in District 1-5A; rushed for 4,272 yds. on 361 car- 
ries, Scoring 28 TDs over his career. 


Arthur Spear DB 6-1 185 Killeen, TX 
Second-team all-state selection as a Senior, had 302 
career tackles and four ints. 


L.P. Spence LB 6-2 210 Corinth, MS 
Played at Valley Forge Prep School last season; 
named all-state and selected to the SuperPrep All- 
Dixie Team at Corinth High School. 


Charles StackhouseRB 6-3 205 W. Memphis, AR 
A PrepStar All-America; rushed for 1,657 yds, on 197 
carries his junior season; picked up.926 yds, rushing 
on 140 carries as a senior. 


Eddie Strong LB 6-3 235 Batesville, MS 
Parade AltAmerican; Gatorade Player of the Year in 
Mississippi last season; credited with 132 tackles in 
1997. 


Darius Tate DB 6-0 165 Atlanta, GA 
Ajlmetro selection after passing for 981 yds, and 
nine TDs and rushing for another 923 yds. and seven 
TDs. 


Syniker Taylor DB 6-2 195 Gulfport, MS 
First-team all-state in football; expected to play both 
football and basketball in college; PrepStar All-Region 
pick. 


Tyler Williams DL 6-3 265 Mayslanding, NJ 
Two-time Kansas Junior College Conference pick 
while playing for Independence Junior College. 


Doug Ziegler QB 6-4 225 Wilmington, OH 
Two-time first team all-league honors; passed for 
3,178 yds. and rushed for another 2,190 yds. during 
his career. 
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Miss GOLDY FROM SANDERSON FARMS. 


Simply the Best Chicken for Simply the Best Tailgate Parties. 
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Tailgate parties are a | oe Saturday tradition for devoted football fans. 


And so is Miss Goldy’ chicken from Sanderson Farms. 


Miss Goldy” chicken is tender, juicy ... and is always perfect for satisfying the 


appetites of even the most ravenous fans! 


So, for your next tailgate party, don’t forget Miss Goldy” ... Simply the Best SANDERSON 


chicken for Simply the Best tailgate parties! “Simply the Best” 


SYSTEMS ING. = 


n mid-1997, a U.S. Senate committee heard charges from sen- 

ators and representatives who claimed exclusion of Conference 

USA and the Western Athletic Conference from the Super 
Alliance was a violation of federal antitrust laws. 

Southeastern Conference Commissioner Roy Kramer, repre- 
senting the big boys of college football, told the committee and a 
C-SPAN audience that C-USA (and the WAC) would be wel- 
comed into the Bowl Championship Series picture provided a 
league member achieves a regular-season, final-poll ranking of 
sixth or higher. 

“We always had plans for including Conference USA and the 
WAC,” Kramer told the committee at the time. 

His words suggested that the six so-called Super Alliance Con- 
ferences are realistic enough to admit that college football needs C- 
USA to be healthy. 

And healthy C-USA football is. 

In a mere two years, league commissioner Mike Slive has assem- 
bled a quality group of football programs. This year, Army (with 


proudly presents the 
Conference USA 


Preseason Predictions 


OFFENSE 
WR JaJuan Dawson 6-1 195 Jr. Tulane 
WR Sherrod Gideon 6-0 174 Jr. Southern Miss 
TE Ibn Green 6-2 225 Jr. Louisville 
OL Henry McClendon 6-3 267 Sr. Southern Miss 
OL Danny Moore 6-4 300 Sr. East Carolina 
OL Rick Nord 6-6 300 Sr. Louisville 
OL Ron Sells 6-5 293 #£=Sr. Memphis 
OL Brian Uhl 6-5 295 Sr. Cincinnati 
, QB Shaun King 6-0 215 Sr. Tulane 
= RB Toney Converse 5-8 164 So. Tulane 
2 RB Ketric Sanford 5-10 200 Jr. Houston 
DEFENSE 
DL Marquis Bowling 6-2 252 #£=Sr. Memphis 
DL Dennis O’Sullivan 6-4 293 Sr. Tulane 
DL DeQuincy Scott 6-2 275 So. Southern Miss 
Cp , | aif = Ei j 1 DL Adalius Thomas 6-2 249 Jr. Southern Miss 
> t =) LB Hassan Champion 6-1 228 Sr. Cincinnati 
i lars or = 4 341 LB Roderick Coleman 6-3 255 Sr. East Carolina 
1. Southern Miss LB Jeff Kerr 6-4 235 Jr. East Carolina 
H DB Courtney Dinkins 6-1 190 Jr. Louisville 
2. East Carolina DB Tinker Keck 6-1 203 Sr. Cincinnati 
3. Tulane DB Mike McKenzie 6-1 185 Jr. Memphis 
4. Cincinnati DB Kenny Dale Rowland 6-3 193 Sr. Army 
5. Memphis SPECIALISTS 
Fowl KR Ketric Sanford 5-10 200 Jr. Houston 
6. Louisville PR Tinker Keck 6-1 203 Sr. Cincinnati 
7. Houston K Brad Palazzo 5-11 185 Sr. Tulane 
8. Army P_ Brad Hill 6-2 199 Sr. Tulane 


its fabulous tradition) begins conference play. Next fall, UAB (a C- 
USA charter member in all other sports) is welcomed into the fold. 
South Florida (another charter member), which averaged roughly 
38,000 fans during its maiden I-AA season, hopes to be on board 
by 2001. 

And within the next few years, look for Pittsburgh, Virginia 
Tech and West Virginia to join C-USA should the Big East disin- 
tegrate as many suspect it will. A 14th school would come from a 
list that includes Central Florida, Navy, Rice, Texas Christian, 
Toledo and Tulsa. 

As for this season, Southern Mississippi is again Top 25 mater- 
ial, while East Carolina, Tulane and Cincinnati could all win at 
least seven games. 

C-USA boasts numerous individual stars, the best of which is 
Cincy safety and punt returner Tinker Keck, an Athlon Sports 
first-team preseason All-American. 

John L. Smith at Louisville and, of course, Army's Bob Sutton 
are the league's new coaches. 


C-USA 1 
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uring the spring of 1996, a writer who 

had closely followed the formation of 

Conference USA decided to make some 
phone calls to athletic directors of schools being 
mentioned in possible connection with the then- 
rookie league. 

One such call was placed to Al Vanderbush, 
the AD at the United States Military Academy. 
Straightforwardly yet pleasantly, Vanderbush 
responded to the questions as expected, stressing 
that Army football had its great tradition, various 
practical matters, its fans, the Navy rivalry, etc., 
to consider. Still, speculation was just beginning. 

Many heard the rumors and scoffed. Some 


Rod Richardson 


pictured Army and Navy joining the Mid-Amer- 
ican Conference in a package deal. Others men- 
tioned the Big East. And word is Navy officials 
didn’t feel Army would jump to C-USA by itself. 

But roughly 11 months later, on March 10, 
1997, Army announced it would begin C-USA 
play for the 1998 season. Thus, one of America’s 
most tradition-steeped college football programs 
would end 107 years of independent status and 
join a league with no tradition. 

And you know what? Army folks couldn't be 
happier. 

“This will be a great challenge for us,” says 
Bob Sutton, entering his eighth year as Army 
head coach and 16th with the program. “How 
far Conference USA football has come in just 
two years is incredible.” 

Prior to joining C-USA, Academy officials 
polled alumni throughout the nation, and the 
response was overwhelming. 

“Conference USA will take us into areas near 
U.S. Army bases,” Sutton says. “We've noticed a 
difference in our recruiting already.” 

Now, Army can play for both the Commander 


Frank DiBrango 


in Chief Trophy and the C-USA championship. 

“We recognize that there are some outstanding 
players and coaches in this league,” Sutton says. 
“This is a step up for us.” 


quarterbacks 


Senior Johnny Goff is well-suited to spearhead 
the Army running attack. A fine scrambler, Goff 
led the Cadets in rushing attempts (173), net 
yardage (698) and average yards per game (63.5). 
Those numbers could rise a bit this fall, but Sut- 
ton would prefer instead for Goff to exhibit some 
better passing skills. Goff’s throwing accuracy 
(31.4 percent) and passing efficiency rating 
(61.1) were atrocious. 

Although Goff has a strong arm, his judgment 
and confidence as a passer are a concern, as his 
five interceptions out of 86 attempts suggest. In 
contrast, East Carolina's Dan Gonzalez, C-USA’s 
fifth-best signal-caller in terms of pass efficiency, 
threw 10 interceptions in 431 attempts (one 
interception per 43 throws). : 

True, Army is not a passing team. But the 
Cadet rushing attack would be much more effec- 
tive if Goff improved his passing, which would 
force defenses to at least consider the pass as a 
threat. 


running backs 


Army returns nine players who totaled 15 or 
more rushing attempts, a stat that, were it kept, 
would likely rank the Cadets first nationally. This 
group will try to help Army crack the 300-yards- 
per-game average that it surprisingly failed to 
reach (295.2 ypg) last fall. Senior fullbacks Joe 
Hewitt and Ty Amey combined to average 117 
yards and may be the country’s best tandem at 
the position. However, Hewitt has experienced 
problems with blurred vision and Amey has had 
nagging injuries. Their questionable medical sta- 
tus has cleared the way for senior Craig Stucker. 
Also back are three halfbacks: seniors Rob Lalu- 
mondier and Bobby Williams, and junior Reno 
Ferri. ; 


receivers 


Senior Rod Richardson, who averaged an 
impressive 21.5 yards on six catches, is a quality 
end. But remember: This is Army, which com- 
pleted only 28 passes last fall. In fact, in three of 
Army’s four wins, the Cadets attempted only 
four passes. Grady Jett, a junior, is the backup. 
Junior Shaun Castillo or senior Joe Benson will 
be the tight end. Either will be lucky to get his 


hands on the ball. 
offensive linemen 


Gone are four starters, but senior left tackle 
Neil Ravitz is a block around which to recon- 
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Joe Hewitt 


struct the Black and Gold’s front wall. The 
guards will be senior Nate Allard on the 
left side and fellow senior George McIng- 
vale on the right. At the other tackle spot, 
look for seniors Rashidi Hodari and Brian 
Connolly to emerge. Senior Michael Guz- 
man projects to be the center. The unit 
will be somewhat more physically impos- 
ing than last season's. 


Army's all-time victory 

total, a figure that ranks the 

Cadets in the Top 15 of the 
nation’s Division I-A programs. 


defensive linemen 


Junior end David Hageman is the lone 
returning starter on the Cadet line. Hage- 
man improved dramatically as the season 
progressed. He had better continue to 
improve, because the other starters will have 
limited experience and athleticism. Sopho- 
more Ron Sporer emerged during the last 
half of the season and should be the other 
end. Senior Joe Stanyer mans the tackle 
spot, with junior Scott Kozak expected to 
be a quality nose guard. 

The knight position, which combines 
end and linebacker responsibilities, could be 
shared by senior Chad Suitonu, back from 
an injury, and juniors Tom Goettke and 
Marcus Jackson. With no big-time stand- 


Mr. Army Football 


You can’t separate the two. Running 
backs Felix “Doc” Blanchard (Mr. 
Inside) and Glenn Davis (Mr. Out- 
side), under the tutelage of coach 
Earl “Red” Blaik, catapulted Army 
into the national limelight with 
national titles in 1944 and 1945. 
Blanchard won the Heisman Trophy 
in 45, Davis, in ’46. 


| from free safety to cornerback. Joining the 
duo will be senior strong safety Tim Gatlin, a 
quality blitz man, and junior cornerback 
Tony Coaxum. Junior Scott Williams will be 
an excellent utility man. 

With the linebacking corps needing time 
to develop, the Army defensive backs will be 
critical to the team’s defensive success. 
However, this is a unit that yielded 211.2 
passing yards per game, and it best player, 
Robert Brown, is gone. 


specialists 

Senior kicker Eric Olsen doesn’t have great 
range, but from inside the 40 he is deadly 
(11-of-12 last season). Somebody will have 
to replace the talented Scot Lord, a tall and 
powerful punter. Graham White, a junior, is 


Jonn Betancourt 


outs, this could be C-USA’s weakest defen- far smaller than Lord and likely wont top 


sive line. 


linebackers 


With the loss of Joe Sachitano and Scott 


Lord’s 42.3 yards-per-punt average. 
Richardson, who averaged 25.2 yards per 

kickoff return, raised some eyebrows. He’s 

fast and elusive. Hunter Hill, a junior, will 


Sprawls, the top two Cadet tacklers (186 return punts. 


combined) last fall, Army 
will be hurting at the line- 
backer position. The top 
two inside linebackers are 
expected to be juniors Adisa 
King and Brandon Kelley, 
who combined to record a 
measly 29 stops in 1997. 
The King-Kelley duo will 
have to more than triple 
that number just to equal 
half what Sachitano-Sprawls 
tallied. Their backups are 
junior Nate Hunterton and 
sophomore Lyle Weaver. 


defensive 
backs 


The secondary is the 
strength of the Army 
defense. Four seasoned and 
solid players return, led by 
senior free safety Kenny Dale 
Rowland, an _ aggressive, 
nose-for-the-ball-type player. 
He is joined by fellow senior 
Jamar Mullen, who moved 


Outside the Huddle 


Great expectations Army coach Bob Sutton feels 
his team will be much improved. Many quality players 
were gone from the 10-2 1996 team, and the losses 
were too significant. For this fall, Sutton is hopeful. 
“We have a better nucleus back than we had back 
going into last season,” he says. 

Is Navy next? With Army now in Conference USA, 
there has been some speculation as to whether Navy 
might eventually join the growing league. That move 
could hinge on what happens to the Big East, a league 
whose future seems in great jeopardy. If the Big East 
splinters, some of its schools will want to join C-USA. 
If so, Navy may want to do likewise. 

Getting defensive Army must improve its 
defense. Last year’s unit yielded a per-game average 
of 28.3 points and 386.3 yards. And with Robert 
Brown, Joe Sachitano and Scott Sprawlis gone, Sut 
ton’s task of rebuilding the defense will not be easy. 
Praise from Greenville East Carolina coach Steve 
Logan is glad Army has joined C-USA. “I like what 
Army's addition does to the league in terms of tradi- 
tion,” Logan says. “Army will always beat a confer- 
ence team it shouldn’t. Every year, Army will help 
decide who wins this league.” 


C-USA 3 


ati Bearcats 


incinn 


CS 


hose familiar with the city of Cincinnati 
T know it is a special place. In this livable 

metropolis, residents enjoy countless chili 
joints, the Reds, the Ohio River, the world-class 
Cincinnati Zoo and University of Cincinnati 
football. 

Uh, what was that last item? That’s right: UC 
football. You know, the Bearcats. Rick Minter. 
Chad Plummer and Tinker Keck. ESPN tele- 
casts. A growing fan base. Conference USA. And 
wins. 

More than ever before, Cincinnati football is 
legitimate. Since 1995, the Bearcats have posted 
three straight winning seasons; victories against 


Robert Cooper 


Boston College, East Carolina, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Southern Mississippi, ‘Tulsa and Virginia Tech; 
and last December's Humanitarian Bowl win ver- 
sus Utah State, the capper to an 8-4 season. 

This from a program that hadn't been bowling 
since 1950 and had posted only 10 winning sea- 
sons from 1968 to 1994. 

The man responsible for the rebirth is 
Minter, who prepares for his fifth campaign in 
the Queen City with his system firmly in place 
and Bearcat fans believing in that system. But 
with the loss of numerous key players and a 
very daunting schedule, can UC and Minter 
continue their momentum? 

“This is probably the toughest schedule this 
program has ever had,” Minter says. “This will 
be a great test. (But) our program has come as far 
in the past few years as any other in this league. 
We look forward to the challenge.” 

Helping to meet the challenge will be the senior 
duo of do-everything skill player Chad Plummer 
and fearless free safety/punt returner Tinker Keck. 
Few tandems anywhere in the nation are as versa- 
tile, deadly and exciting as this one. 
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quarterback 


Does anybody truly know how best to use 
Plummer? Even Minter himself is not certain, 
noting, “We're going to use Chad in a variety of 
ways. We've got to get him the ball.” 

Not a true quarterback, Plummer is just com- 
petent enough as a signal-caller to justify 
Minter’s using him behind center at times. How- 
ever, the coach feels sophomore Deontey Ken- 
ner, who was impressive in the bowl win, could 
emerge as the key quarterback, thus freeing the 
wondrously talented Plummer to freelance as an 
option quarterback/tailback/H-back/split end. A 
National Football League career awaits this 
young man. 

As for Kenner, he'll play significant minutes 
and could emerge as the team leader by midsea- 
son. “He's eventually going to be a star throwing 
the football,” Minter says. 


running backs 

The 1-2 tailback punch of senior Orlando 
Smith and junior Robert Cooper is the best in 
Conference USA. Smith, a bruiser, has great 
vision, while Cooper is faster and a more natural 
tailback. Throw into the mix Plummer and 
hard-nosed fullback Eric Beal, back from an 
injury, and Cincy has C-USA’s best group of 
runners, a quartet capable of amassing 1,700 
yards. Despite the losses of Daryl Royal and 
Landon Smith, the Cincinnati running attack 
could again rank in the top 15 nationally (the 
Bearcats were 14th in 1997). 

However, Minter, who knows his offensive 
line won't be as pile driving as was last season's 
unit, is hoping for better balance. 

“We will have to throw the ball more this sea- 


son. I feel we will be a better balanced offensive 
club.” 


receivers 


Cornelius Bonner, a senior, and Jason 
Collins-Baker, a sophomore, form a quality two- 
some and are expected to combine for more 
than the 44 catches they totaled last fall. Bonner 
is the faster of the two, while Collins-Baker is a 
better possession receiver. 

For Cincinnati to balance its offense with 
more passing, a few more receivers must step up 
to prove their worth. Junior Jeff Burrow is the 
only other Bearcat receiver with any appreciable 
experience. 

Senior tight end Josh Anderson looks to sur- 
pass his 1997 totals of receptions (five) and 
impressive yards-per-catch average (13.6). 


offensive linemen 
Minter is concerned about his depleted offen- 
sive front, saying, “We're just about starting 


ATHLON Sports CoLLeGE FOoTBALL 1998 


Chad Plummer 


from scratch on the line. We won't be near 
as talented there as we were last season, and 
we wont be able to just pound people.” 

The key linemen are senior left tackle 
Brian Uhl, a former center, and junior right 
guard Ken Biggs, both returning starters. 
Look for junior Don Scheithe to line up 
next to Biggs, with Uhl’s partner on the left 
side senior guard Vince Byrd. The new cen- 
ter will be sophomore Doug Rosfeld. 
Although not as tall, heavy and battle-tested 
as the 1997 unit, by most standards this 
quintet will be big and bruising. 

However, if injuries take a toll, the lack of 
depth will become a glaring weakness. 
Junior Bryan Preston, a converted tight end 
weighing in at 248, is the only backup with 
experience. 


The average per game 
advantage in time of 
possession that Cincin- 

nati held over its oppo- 

nents in 1997. 


Cincinnati returns an experienced front 
four. But there is a lack of height at end 
(and on defense in general), where seniors 
David Jackson, 6-2, and Ted Grubb, 6-3, 
are expected to start. 

With few deflected and altered passes 
expected from Grubb/Jackson, who com- 


Jim Kelly is synonymous with Cincin- 
nati football. An outstanding receiver 
from 1948 through 1950 and a par- 
ticipant in two of four Bearcat bowl 
games, Kelly is currently the school’s 
Associate Director of Athletics/Facili- 
ties. The University of Cincinnati Ath- 
letic Hall of Fame was renamed in 
1994 to honor Kelly, who also is a 
former UC assistant coach. As a 
player, coach and administrator, he 
has been associated with the school 
for 51 years. 


a 
Le Keck is a fine free safety, as his numbers 


(nine pass breakups, four interceptions and 
three forced fumbles) suggest. What makes 
him invaluable, however, is an infectious 
intensity. 

Senior Eric Harper replaces Gossett at 
the strong safety spot. On the corners, 
senior Shawn Ferguson is a returning 
starter, while Don McKnight, also a senior, 
will start after backing up Artrell Hawkins, 
another major loss. 


Steve Woltmann 


Keck is the nation’s best punt returner, 


bined for six tackles for losses, a heavy rush 
will be critical for Cincy. 

At tackle, seniors Percy Evans, shifted 
from end, and Kevin Ward, who has a great 
nose for the ball, are expected to be above 


hands down. Kenner is expected to be both 
the punter and holder. 

Jason Mammarelli and Joe Judge will 
battle to replace Eric Richards as the kicker, 
and Mammarelli could help out punting 


average. Experienced senior 


can be used in short- 
yardage situations to clog 
the middle. 


Hassan Champion, who 
will push for first-team all- 
conference honors, often 
lives up to his distinctive 
name. An outside line- 
backer, he could easily lead 
the Bearcats in tackles this 
fall. The other outside man 
is expected to be sopho- 
more DeJuan Gossett (only 
5-10 and 192 pounds), a 
former strong safety and 
ferocious hitter. Minter 
hopes his speed and heart 
can overcome his diminu- 
tive stature, particularly in 
fending off blockers against 
the run. In the middle, 
senior Rob Lucas gained 
some valuable minutes as a 
backup to the outstanding 
Phillip Curry. 


+ Deron Savage 


also. 


Expect to see more defensive players 
for Cincinnati this season. In 1997, only 19 defenders 
totaled 10 or more tackles. In contrast, Conference 
USA foes Houston and Southern Miss had 23 and 25 
defenders, respectively, record 10 or more stops. Sim- 
ply put, the Bearcats will need 22-25 players to han- 
dle about 85-90 percent of the defensive work. 

Of UC's 26 1998 signees, seven are 
listed as 6-5 or taller. 
There are many reasons Tinker Keck is the 
country’s top punt returner, his raw athleticism (4.5 
speed and 37.5-inch vertical leap) being one. How- 
ever, he rarely calls for a fair catch, calling just five all 
season and one is his last 42 opportunities. 

Many of the coaches, 
trainers, graduate assistants, etc. associated with the 
Bearcat football staff are products of small schools, 
starting with head coach Rick Minter, who attended 
Henderson (Ark.) State. Alma maters of some other 
staff members include Allegheny, Defiance, Fort Hays 
State, Marian College and Slippery Rock. 

UC catches a break this fall 
with no Southern Mississippi on the Bearcat sched- 
ule; East Carolina and Tulane visit Cincinnati. 
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Travis Darden 


5-6 record will not cut it for East Car- 
Ae coach Steve Logan. Last season's 

losing mark was the Pirates’ first since 
1993 and Logan, not a man to mince words, 
stresses another sub-.500 campaign will not be 
acceptable. 

“We underachieved terribly last season,” he 
says. “We've got to get back on track.” 

If East Carolina is to do so, and most opposing 
Conference USA coaches feel it will, three key 
areas of play must be addressed: quarterback, run- 
ning back and offensive line. Quality players at 
these positions should make Logan's task realistic. 

“Southern Miss and East Carolina will be the 


two most talented teams in this conference,” 
Tulane boss Tommy Bowden says. 

Ever the hard-driving achiever, Logan wants to 
see improvement in every phase of the ECU 
game. 

“We better improve everywhere,” he says. 
“This year’s team will have a better grip on what 
is expected of them. Our August practices are 
going to be like a war right up to the first game.” 

Expectations are key for Logan, who asks 
much of himself and his program. This is a man 
who is not afraid to speak frankly about any 
aspect of college football. For instance, Logan 
argues that the power programs in the six Super 
Alliance conferences are trying to create a 
monopoly, one that if fully realized could spell 
the end of college football. 

“The Southeastern Conference could soon 
have seven bowl tie-ins but no Southern Miss, 
for example, to play,” he says. “There wouldn't be 
a Southern Miss because of the exclusiveness of 
the system.” 

Logan is also outspoken regarding C-USA. 
“This is a good league and we're getting better,” 


Richard Carioti 


he says. “Army will be a real interesting addition. 
I like what they bring in terms of tradition.” 


quarterbacks 


Sophomore Bobby Weaver should be the first- 
team signal-caller, but Logan will be flexible, 
noting, “We'll play two, maybe three, quarter- 
backs.” 

Senior Ernest Tinnin and redshirt freshman 
David Garrard will push Weaver, with Garrard, a 
big, rawboned talent, a probable future star for 
the Pirates. Tinnin is more likely to play early in 
the season, to further groom Weaver. 

Weaver saw action in three games last year and 
did exhibit some potential. Though not very 
rangy, quick or fast, he is solid in all areas and has 
impressed the ECU staff with his work ethic. 


running backs 


Logan often employs a one-back set. This fall, 
look for sophomore Jamie Wilson to be the key 
Pirate carrier. Wilson needs to increase his aver- 
age yards per carry of 3.4 up over 4.0. If so, ECU 
may be in business. If he has a breakout junior 
year, as former star Scott Harley did back in 
1996, ECU could notch nine wins. 

Redshirt freshman Leonard Henry will back 
up Wilson. The H-back, primarily a receiver in 
the Pirate offensive scheme, is likely to be red- 
shirt freshman Travis Mazyck or sophomore 
Marcellus Harris, a quality return man. 


receivers 
Although the fabulous duo of Jason Nichols 


and Larry Shannon is gone, many talented wide- 
outs return, led by senior Troy Smith, who would 
be capable of amassing 1,000 receiving yards this 
fall if ECU’s passing attack were not so balanced. 

The above-mentioned Harris enjoyed a fine 
freshman year and displays great versatility. 
There is also proven junior LaMont Chappell, 
who makes up for his lack of speed with excellent 
hands. ECU coaches expect a breakthrough sea- 
son from Harris. 

Senior Alphonso “Buck” Collins is C-USA’s 
second-best tight end (behind Louisville's Ibn 
Green) and a dangerous weapon. His 33 catches 
last fall are an indication of his importance in the 
Pirate offense. 


offensive linemen 


Senior center Danny Moore, a first-team all- 
conference returnee, is the anchor of the Pirate 
ship and a possible NFL draftee. He needs some 
help, however. 

“We've got to reestablish our offensive line,” 
Logan says. “We've got some talent up front, but 
we've got to make a unit of them.” 

The projected tackles are senior Dwayne Led- 
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Roderick Coleman 


ford, moved from the defensive line where 
he started last season, and sophomore 
Anthony Nobles. The guard spots are 
manned by junior Mondell Corbett and 
sophomore Sherwin Lacewell. 

Entering last season, all the ECU reserve 
lineman were non-letter winners. Addi- 
tional experience alone should make for a 
better line this fall. 


defensive linemen 


Three seniors, tackles Brian Johnson, 
Norris McCleary and nose guard Travis 
Darden, the latter of whom will shoot for 
10 sacks (he tallied eight last season) and all- 
league recognition, will anchor the line. 
Though not particularly dominating, the 


trio shows nice chemistry. 
A The number of Pirate 
signees (out of 19) who hail 


from cities with populations no 
larger than 200,000. 


linebackers 
The ECU 3-4 alignment allows Logan to 


exercise his penchant for playing numerous 
linebackers. Senior outside backer Roderick 
Coleman emerged last season as a prime- 
time player. And he will only get better this 
fall. Tulane’s Bowden, when told that Cole- 


Mr. East Carolina 
Football 


Perhaps more than any other person, 
Jeff Blake put East Carolina football 
on the national map. Now the starting 
quarterback for the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals, Blake guided ECU to an 11-1, 
Top 15, Peach Bowl-winning 1991 
season, ECU’s greatest to date. 


established himself last fall as the starting 
strong safety and is backed ably by fellow 
senior Deeone McKeithan. Chris Satter- 
field, a sophomore, is at left cornerback. 
Junior Kevin Monroe is ECU’s best reserve 
cornerback. 

The unit ranked only fifth out of the 
seven league members in pass defense effi- 
ciency and has lost its best player, Dwight 
Henry, to graduation. 


specialists 

Andrew Bayes is C-USA’s most versatile 
kicking specialist. A junior, Bayes last year 
punted for a 43.4-yard average and nailed 
6-of-9 field goals, with a long of 47. In 
addition, Bayes can run and pass from the 
punting formation. He'll challenge Tulane’s 
Brad Hill for first-team All-C-USA honors 


as punter. Like last season, Bayes will share 


Richard Carioti 


man returns (Bowden thought otherwise), 
said, “He's back?! Oh no!” A second-team 
All-C-USA choice, Coleman, who recorded 
an impressive 15 sacks, will challenge for the 
league’s Defensive Player of the Year award. 
Like Coleman, junior inside man Jeff 


some kicking chores with junior Brantley 
Rivers. 

Junior David Burnell and Harris com- 
prise an above-average kick return tandem, 
with Harris one of the league’s top punt 
returners (10.9 yard average). 


Kerr, the team’s leading » 
tackler with an almost 


unheard-of 167 stops, was a | 


second-team all-conference 
pick. With Coleman and 
Kerr, there is no better line- 
backing duo in C-USA. 

The other outside line- 
backer will be sophomore 
Marc Yellock, while fellow 
sophomore Brian Ray 
rounds out the unit. Sopho- 
more inside linebacker 
Clenton Cochran surprised 
some people with his fine 
play last year and will lend 
quality reserve help. 


defensive 
backs 


Junior right cornerback 
Forrest Foster is East Car- 
olina’s best pass defender, 
and senior free safety Kelvin 
Suggs has a knack for find- 
ing the ball carrier. Senior 


Kendrick Phillips firmly 


Outside the Huddle 


A down year East Carolina’s 5-6 season, which 
included embarrassing shutouts at the hands of 
South Carolina (26-0) and Syracuse (56-0), proved 
that the Pirate player pool wasn’t what it has been. 


Outlook bright ECU's sophomore class contains 
many quality players, widely considered C-USA's best. 
Showing their support East Carolina fans are 
known for their dedicated support of the Pirate foot- 
ball team. For five home games, ECU averaged a C- 
USA-eading 32,875 fans. East Carolina’s home finale 
against Cincinnati, played on a Thursday night and 
televised on ESPN, drew 25,509 despite miserable 
weather. 

Mistake corrected When C-USA was created dur- 
ing various stages between September 1994 and 
April 1995, East Carolina campaigned for inclusion, 
but to no avail. Many folks who had long followed the 
now-defunct Metro and Great Midwest conferences 
wanted ECU in the C-USA mix from day one, at least © 
as a football member. One of those was Cincinnati 
coach Rick Minter, who has always spoken highly of 
East Carolina’s staff, players and fans. 

Stadium update Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium improve- 
ments, in progress during last season, have been fin- 
ished. The on-campus facility now seats 48,000. 
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im Helton is not known for exaggeration. 
44 Rather, the Houston coach, entering his 

sixth season as Cougar boss, is known for 
a conservative style, his side job as Houston 
radio's “Love Coach” notwithstanding. Simply 
put, Helton is not one to over hype his players or 
program. 

So when Helton says he has an All-American- 
caliber player, one is likely to take note. 

The player is junior tailback Ketric Sanford, 
one of the nation’s best kick returners and, 
potentially at least, best running backs. 

“Ketric will be a first-round NFL draft pick,” 
Helton says. “When he’s healthy, he’s as good as 
any tailback in the country.” 


Mike DeRouselle 


Last fall, an emergency appendectomy side- 
lined the ultra-talented Sanford for all of Games 
4 (Minnesota) and 5 (UCLA) and most of Game 
6 (Cincinnati). Despite the missed minutes, San- 
ford averaged 70.7 yards per game and earned 
second-team All-Conference USA honors. 

“He's a Top 5 tailback nationally,” Helton 
says. “And he’s the best person you've ever met. 
He's a shy young man, just a great kid.” 

Helton has recorded only one winning season 
during his five in Houston, with last year's team 
finishing 3-8. However, under his patient direc- 
tion, the program has attained some stability and 
cohesiveness. 

Recruiting has improved, as has the Cougars’ 
potential fan base. And with the return to on- 
campus Robertson Stadium, which eventually 
will be expanded to 45,000 seats, Cougar follow- 
ers are again excited about Houston football. 

“Playing at Robertson is going to be great for 
us,” Helton says. “The Astrodome is a fine facil- 
ity, but Robertson Stadium (where Houston was 
1—2 last season) is ours.” 


Courtland Richards — 


quarterbacks 


Jason McKinley was named Conference 
USA Freshman of the Year after throwing for 
1,910 yards and nine touchdowns. He backed 
up Tyson Helton, the coach’s son, for the first 
three games, then McKinley assumed the 
starters role against Minnesota and “played 
about as well as he could have,” according to 
the elder Helton. McKinley completed 52.9 
percent of his passes. 

In a 41-38 double-overtime win against 
Cincinnati, McKinley threw for 298 yards, com- 
pleting 18-of-32 passes with two scoring strikes 
and no interceptions. 

And though Helton does not rule out the pos- 
sibility of his son playing some significant min- 
utes, he feels McKinley will be even better as a 
sophomore, now that he has experience in big 
games. 


running backs 


Now fully recovered, Sanford is ready to intro- 
duce himself to the nation. Don’t be fooled by 
his 1997 numbers — 636 net yards and an aver- 
age per carry of 4.2 yards. This kid is going to be 
frighteningly good. 

Senior Vaughn Inniss is an excellent backup to 
Sanford, good enough to average 51.8 yards per 
game in his role as a part-time starter. In C-USA, 
perhaps only the Cincinnati tailback duo of 
Robert Cooper/Orlando Smith is better. 

Helton rarely uses senior fullback Jonathan 
Dennis for anything other than blocking. But 
Dennis, who also plays tight end, is adept at 
clearing holes and can catch the ball as well. 


receivers 


The Cougars’ five-man receiving corps is 
impressive and will become outstanding if 
sophomore Orlando Iglesias emerges as is 
expected. Iglesias, who has that National Foot- 
ball League look, hopes to notch 45 catches and 
700-plus yards, while upping his yards-per-catch 
average of 16.0. Helton speaks highly of the 
youngster. 

In addition, there are senior flanker Jason 
deGroot and junior end Halley Spencer, both 
talented and tested, and sophomore Kendall 
Williams, moved from cornerback. 

At tight end, junior Scott Regimbald, a Cana- 
dian, is one of C-USA’ three best at that position 
and one of McKinley's three favorite returning 
targets. 


offensive linemen 


For Sanford to blossom and gain national 
attention, the Houston line needs some improve- 
ment. With All-America center Ben Fricke gone, 
that improvement wont come easily. 
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Ketric Sanford 
Junior Jeff Medford will replace Fricke, 


with the guards expected to be returning 
starter Wilbert Brown, a senior, and junior 
Greg ory Brown. Sophomore Josh Lovelady 
on the left, and junior Justin Stille on the 
right return as starters at tackle. 

Collectively, Houston’s linemen are rela- 
tively short, somewhat heavy and slightly 
slow. Sanford could use better. With that in 
mind, look for first-year line coach George 
Yarno, a former NFL assistant, to make an 
immediate impact. 
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defensive linemen 


Helton knows the the defensive line losses 
were substantial. “We won't be as good on 
the front,” he says bluntly. In fact, Houston 
might be downright weak in this area. 

Junior Adriano Belli, another Canadian, 
will be the left end, with senior Patterson 
Owens at right end. The nose tackle will be 
junior Mike DeRouselle, moved from right 
end. The trio combined for a modest 66 
tackles last fall. 

Helton says he is hopeful that De- 
Rouselle can emerge as a second-team all- 
league caliber player. Since many of 


The approximate Univer- 
sity of Houston enrollment 
and 1997 per-game Cougar 
ome attendance. 


Mr. Houston Football 


Imagine a college football player in 
the late 1990s winning the Heisman 
Trophy despite not having showcased 
his talents in a single televised game 
for that season. Andre Ware did just 
that in 1989, leading Houston to a 
9-2 season by passing for 4,699 
yards and 46 touchdowns with 63.1 
percent accuracy. He is the most 
recent Heisman winner not to play in 
a bowl game. 


ing back but his lack of height hurts him 
when defending the pass. 

At left corner, junior William Fields had 
a disappointing season that ended three 
games prematurely due to injury. The right 
cornerback and free safety slots are wide 
open. Sophomore Emile White is the only 
other player with any experience. 

One of the main problems with the 
Houston secondary is a lack of height, with 
no starter taller than 5-10. 

“Hopefully, we'll be better in the sec- 
ondary,” Helton says optimistically. 


specialists 
Sanford averaged 27.9 yards per kickoff 


return, which ranked seventh nationally. He 


Courtland Richards 


C-USAs best linemen from 1997 are gone, looks to crack the 30-yard mark this fall. 


that hope might be realized. If DeRouselle 


Houston has no experience returning at 


doesn’t develop quickly, it could be a long either kicking position. Stocky sophomore 


year for the Cougar defense. 


linebackers 


On the outside, senior 
Louis Hampton and junior 
Micah Malone return. 
Malone is the leading 
returning tackler, and is 
one of Houston's three best 
all-around defenders. 
Senior Louis Hampton and 
junior Ahmad Charles will 
challenge Hampton. 

Inside, sophomores Sam 
Hairston (strong side) and 
Wayne Rogers (weak side) 
need time to develop. 
Much like the line, there are 
some weaknesses at line- 
backer that foes will exploit. 


defensive 
backs 


Two starters return to 
what was a mediocre sec- 
ondary (only five intercep- 
tions by DBs). The leader 
of the group is senior strong 
safety Stedmon Forman. 
He is Houston's best blitz- 


Ivan Luna will be the new punter. The 


kicker will be senior Mike Waddell. 


Outside the Huddle 


Tighter D Houston coach Kim Helton wants his 
defense to cut in half both the number of passing TDs 
(26) and plays of 28-plus yards yielded in 1997. 


Non-conference nonsense The Cougars play 
California, Minnesota, North Texas, Tennessee and 
UCLA. “This type schedule makes no geographic 
sense,” says Helton, who adds, “I'd like to see us 
play Florida and LSU (for recruiting purposes) every 
year, plus two teams that we are as good as or better. 
We can stand only so many bumps and bruises.” 
Workout warehouse The weight room within 
Houston's Athletics/Alumni Center has 16,500 
square feet of space and state-of-the-art equipment 
imported from Finland, Germany and Sweden, making 
the Cougar weight room the country’s elite facility of 
its type. 

Ask the Love Coach Helton thinks Tulane quar- 
terback Shaun King is C-USA’s best all-around offen- 
sive player. When asked who the league’s best 
defender is, the coach huffed, “Any of those folks at 
Southern Miss.” 

Short people Houston likely ranks near the bottom 
nationally in terms of number of tall players. No more 
than seven Cougars stand 6-5 or taller. 


C-USA 9 


ay 
© 
= 
"OS 
~~ 
© 
© 
2 
iG 
E 


Ibn Green 


ball coach, John L. Smith is feeling right at 

home. With a solid recruiting effort com- 
pleted and sufficient time to adjust to his new 
surroundings, the affable Smith, who guided 
Utah State the previous three seasons, wants to 
talk Cardinal football. 

Concerning his reception by the Louisville 
faithful, the Idaho native jokes, “I’ve gotten 
credit for two things since | arrived here: the 
city’s record snowfall (approximately 22 inches) 
and Denny’s (basketball coach Crum) losses.” 

All levity aside, Smith is excited to be in 
Louisville. 


T hree months into his job as Louisville foot- 


“When I told my family I had taken the 
Louisville job, my daughter (15-year-old Kayse) 
was a hard sell,” he recalls. “After two days at her 
new school, she was completely happy.” 

Clearly, Smith’s new job and home will pro- 
vide challenges for a man who has never worked 
nor lived east of the Rocky Mountains. After 
stints with western schools Weber State, Mon- 
tana, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Washington 
State, Idaho and Utah State, Smith finds himself 
in Louisville, a city known not for mountain 
landscapes but for its Southern charm. 

Furthermore, Smith’s teams will have to fill the 
new Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium (capacity 
45,000) while competing in the ever-improving 
Conference USA, now indirectly affiliated with 
the Super Alliance. 

Last December, Smith, who replaces Ron 
Cooper, got a taste of C-USA action when his 
Utah State team was topped 35-19 by Cincin- 
nati in the Humanitarian Bowl, a game played 
after Smith announced he had taken the 
Louisville job. 

“This league cannot help but get better,” 


Brian Tirpak 


Smith says. “We (Utah State) played Southern 
Miss two years ago. We know how tough Con- 
ference USA will be.” 


quarterbacks 


Louisville will not finish 1-10 again, due in 
large part to the talents of junior quarterback 
Chris Redman. If Redman can adjust to his third 
offensive system in as many seasons, dont be sur- 
prised to see this third-generation Cardinal aver- 
age more than 300 passing yards per game, 
which likely would rank him in the Top 10 
nationally. 

C-USA foes are impressed. 

“T think Redman will prove to be a big-time 
player this year,” says Cincinnati boss Rick 
Minter. “Louisville is ready to be taken to the 
next level, and Redman is a key.” 

Redman’s only deficiency is his mobility. If he 
improves his footwork even a little, he could be 
one of the country’s best signal-callers. 

“T hear Chris is a very good quarterback, but I 
have never seen him play live,” Smith says. Smith 
should be pleasantly surprised. 


running backs 


Louisville's running attack was horrid last sea- 
son; Cardinal ball carriers were outrushed by 
opponents 2,060 yards to 845. 

With only modest backfield talent returning 
and with Redman firing away, Smith will often 
utilize a one-back set. Look for junior Frank 
Moreau to be the key carrier. 

However, the bruising Moreau is a step slow, 
so junior college arrival LeRoy Collins, 
Louisville’s first back with sub-4.5 speed in five 
years, will push for minutes. Collins is also a fine 
receiver, which should fit nicely into Smith's 
plans to throw more to Cardinal backs. Junior 
Tendai Charasika has earned some time in the 


backfield behind Moreau and Collins. 


receivers 


Replacing Miguel Montano will not be easy. 
However, back are a big-time tight end and some 
emerging young talent on the wings. Junior Ibn 
(EYE-binn) Green led the nation’s Division I-A 
tight ends in receptions (55), receiving yardage 
(731) and touchdowns (eight). Green shows 
great skill catching the ball in traffic and can run 
(13.3 yards per reception) after doing so. 

Diminutive junior Arnold Jackson steps into 
Montano’s shoes and is expected to enjoy a 
breakthrough season. Quick and fearless, Jackson 
averaged 14.9 yards per catch and hopes to top 
the 17.0 yard mark. His partners in the three 
wide receiver offense will rotate among senior 
Rico Williams and juniors Lavell Boyd, Charles 
Sheffield and Yeasive Ware. 
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Three starters return in senior right 
guard Rick Nord, an All-C-USA pick, tow- 
ering junior right tackle Mark Grivna 
(6-10, 330) and junior left tackle Anthony 
Byrd. The center should be senior PJ. 
Zariczny, with junior John Suski and 
sophomore Joe O’Shaughnessy battling for 
the left guard position. 

With their above-average talent and 
impressive size, Smith’s linemen need only 
to adjust to assistant coach Art Valero, the 
program's third line coach in three seasons. 


The number of historical 

series Louisville leads 

against its 1998 foes. The Illi- 
nois series is tied 1-1. 


There is concern at defensive end. Senior 
James Dennis is a super athlete, winning 
All-America honors as a discus thrower, but 
somewhat green as a football player. The 
other end will be junior-college star Reggie 
Hargrove, sophomore Randy Zilko or red- 
shirt freshman Ardante’ Dawson. 

At tackle, the situation looks a bit better. 
Juniors Derrick Kennedy and Mike Gan- 
tous are a solid duo, with the latter having 
started all 11 games in 1997. Sophomore 
Braxton Anderson was an All-C-USA 


The numbers (3,137 yards and 27 
touchdowns), though solid, don’t tell 
the story. While ranking only 1Oth 
Statistically among Louisville quarter- 
backs, Johnny Unitas (1951-54) 
stayed with the program, even 
though tempted with transferring to 
Indiana of the Big Ten. Unitas was 
named the NFL’s Player of the 
Decade for the 1960s. 


league’s best cover men. Bibb and Dinkins 
make up a formidable tandem. 

The strong safety should be Xavier Bur- 
rell, whose potential effectiveness is a ques- 
tion due to his recovery from knee surgery. 
Sophomore Rashad Holman is the other 
corner. Smith will learn quickly how com- 
petitive his secondary will be this season. 
The Cardinals open against Kentucky and 
its talented thrower Tim Couch. 


me WY * 


rookie pick and is expected to earn consid- 


erable minutes. 
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Senior punter Jeremy Borseth is one of 
« C-USA’ three best at his position. How- 
= ever, Louisville must improve its punt cov- 
= erage, perhaps the worst in the nation, if 
Borseth is to be fully effective. 

The Cardinal kicker is senior Jon Hilbert, 
who has worked on his leg strength but has 
yet to attempt a field goal of more than 38 
yards in game conditions. Sophomore 
Antonio Roundtree will join Collins in han- 


There is no star at linebacker, but there is dling kick return duties. Jackson will push 


great potential with versatile sophomores 


Rashad Harris and Bud 
Herring, both named to the 
league's all-freshman team. 
Harris is fast enough to 
penetrate the enemy back- 
field, as evidenced by his 
five tackles for losses. 

A wild card at linebacker 
might be converted run- 
ning back Otis Floyd, who 
started the last four games 
at weak-side backer after 
only two practices. That 
speaks volumes about either 
Floyd’s talents and ability as 
a quick study, or how weak 
the Cardinals were at this 
spot last fall. 


Junior free safety Court- 
ney Dinkins is headed for 
first-team All-C-USA hon- 
ors this fall, while junior 
cornerback Don Bibb (13 
pass breakups) is one of the 


for a national Top 10 punt return ranking. 


After years of fundraising, — 
construction and dedication from countless people, — 
Louisville will unveil the 45,000-seat Papa John’s Car 
dinal Stadium this season. The facility features chair- 
back seats throughout and rivals any other in the © 
nation. With its opening, six of the eight C-USA football — 
schools now have on-campus stadiums (Memphis and — 
Tulane being the exceptions). 
2S Foes outscored the Cards 
102-31 in the first quarter. 

Louisville outrecruited such 
schools as Cincinnati, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Ken- 
tucky, Memphis, Miami, Michigan State, Pittsburgh, 
Purdue, SMU, Southern Miss, Syracuse and Ten- 
nessee in Signing the 1998 class of 18. 

Louisville's non-conference - 
schedule of Becta College, Illinois, Kentucky, Utah and 
Western Kentucky is more manageable than its first two — 
as a C-USA member. In 1996, the Cardinals battled 
Baylor, Kentucky, North Carolina, No. Illinois, Michigan 
State and Penn State. Last fall, the lineup was Illinois, i 
Kentucky, Oklahoma, Penn State and Utah. 

Smith will have eight new assistants, 
retaining only Greg Nord from Cooper’s staff. 
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Richie Floyd 


this fall? You know, the kind of season the 
Tigers are infamous for. 

Two schools of thought apply to Coach Rip 
Scherer’s fourth edition of Tigerball. 

School A: Memphis faces three SEC teams 
(Arkansas, Mississippi State and Ole Miss), the 
Big Ten’s Minnesota and C-USA foes Cincinnati 
and Houston its first six games. Three are road 
battles, and the Tiger quarterback will be new to 
his starting role. And this is Memphis, a program 
unaccustomed to 8-3 records and national atten- 
tion. So, of course, another 4-7 campaign looms. 

School B: With the exception of quarterback 


i s Memphis eyeing another 3-8/4—7 season 


= 


Bernard Oden, every player of note returns. The 
Tigers may have more talent at running back 
than the program has ever seen, there are some 
big-play receivers, the offensive line will be huge, 
the defense (becoming established nationally) 
could be quite tough and the long-mediocre spe- 
cial teams play looks to be solid. Yes, a 7-4 sea- 
son is within reach. 

Privately, Scherer, who is 11-22 in three years 
at Memphis, hopes for 7-4. Publicly, he is a bit 
more cautious. 

“T feel comfortable with where we are in terms 
of recruiting, public relations, the quality of play- 
ers we have,” he says. “What we need to do is start 
winning. We've got to stop talking and produce.” 

But what about the first half of the schedule? 

“We should apply to be eligible to compete for 
the SEC West Division,” Scherer quips. 

Clearly, this is a key season for Memphis. The 
Tennessee Oilers are gone from the city, and the 
Tiger basketball program is beginning to gain 
momentum. Now is the time to strike. 

“This is a critical year,” Scherer admits. “Peo- 
ple have a right to expect results.” 


Dwight King 


quarterbacks 


Since the early 1970s, Memphis has had only 
two quarterbacks (Lloyd Patterson and Danny 
Sparkman) who were full-time starters for three 
straight seasons. To put it bluntly, Memphis is 
crying for some consistency at the most crucial 
position. 

Many die-hard Tiger fans hope sophomore 
Kenton Evans, a former Bluff City prep legend, 
emerges as the man. Intelligent and very athletic, 
Evans would seem the perfect choice. However, 
he’s injury prone. Fellow sophomore Stephen 
Galbreath is gutsy but undersized. 

The wildcard is redshirt freshman Neil Suber, 
rawboned and strong-armed. Some close to the 
Tiger program say off the record that Suber 
could be the answer. 

“Tm trying to be as open as possible,” Scherer 
says of the trio. “All three are as different as can 
be. I expect one to emerge.” 


running backs 


Could Memphis have C-USA’s top ground 
game? Overall, the Tiger backfield will have nice 
depth, balance and versatility. 

Junior tailback Gerard Arnold was a second- 
team all-league choice and could crack the 1,000- 
yard mark. A deceptively quick runner who 
averaged 87.6 yards in seven games, Arnold is 
hard-nosed and hits holes with great effectiveness. 

Redshirt freshman Jeff “Sugar” Sanders pos- 
sesses what Arnold lacks: breakaway speed. And 
don't forget former starter Teofilo Riley, a solid 
utility man who, though a tad too tall and slow 
to be a true tailback and not quite the blocker to 
be a true fullback, will help nonetheless. 

At fullback, look for Jeremy Scruggs, follow- 
ing a one-year hiatus, to punish foes with his 
jackhammer blocking style. Junior Brandon 
Tucker started some before Scherer began opting 
for a one-back set. Tucker is competent, but 
Scruggs is the better player. 


receivers 


With their intermediate and deep route skills, 
senior split end Richie Floyd and junior flanker 
Damien Dodson could conceivably total 800- 
plus receiving yards apiece and be C-USAs best 
pair of wideouts. 

Scherer wants to call more timing routes, 
screens and tosses to the tight end. Versatile Dar- 
tius “Boo” Blevins can be utilized as a back or 
end, while PT. Jones has great speed. The pri- 
mary tight end is expected to be sophomore Reid 
Hedgepeth. 


offensive linemen 


Traditionally, Memphis has featured a smallish 
offensive line. Not so this season; the 11 main 
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linemen average 290 pounds. And that 
doesn’t include former Parade All-American 
DeCoryre Hampton, a huge (6-7, 320) 
tackle who sat out spring work to focus on 
academics. 

In particular, Scherer thinks redshirt fresh- 
man Artis Hicks, a guard, could be a domi- 
nant C-USA force. The veteran lineman is 
senior tackle Ron Sells, who moves from cen- 
ter to make way for senior Chris Powers. 
Scherer says Powers could return to tight end 
by the fall if redshirt freshman Jason Austin 
can step in at center, or another lineman 
proves he can excel at tackle, affording Sells 
to move back to center. Junior tackle Lou 
Esposito, a fine drive blocker, and junior 
guard Tim Seymour are returning starters. 
Junior Tavares Middlebrooks was named to 
the C-USA All-Freshman Team in 1996. 

The number of Tigers who 


és will dress this fall and who 


have had a redshirt year, per- 
haps an all-time high for the Mem- 
phis program. 


defensive linemen 
Memphis has a reputation for tough 
defense, and Scherer says, “We'll be better 
defensively than we were last year.” 
Along the line, there is a star in senior left 
tackle Marquis Bowling, an All-America can- 


Mr.. Memphis. Football 


Fullback Dave Casinelli powered then- 
Memphis State to a 9-O-1 mark in 
1963, the last undefeated Memphis 
team to date. During the season, 
Casinelli led the nation in both rush- 
ing yards (1,016) and points (84). 
Casinelli finished his career with 
2,636 yards and 36 touchdowns, 
Memphis records that still stand. 


top-notch reserve linebacker duo. 


defensive backs 

Mike McKenzie, a junior cornerback, is 
big-time. Free safety Jeremy Stewart and 
cornerman Keith Cobb, both seniors, are 
proven talents. Junior college transfer Larry 
Prentiss or sophomore Kosha Irby will com- 
plete possibly C-USAs best secondary, striv- 
ing to improve upon its league-leading pass 
defense that yielded 161.7 yards per game. 

McKenzie, who broke up 10 passes, dis- 
suades foes from tempting the deep men. 


specialists 

Junior kicker Jim Cande shows solid 
accuracy but limited range. Thus, redshirt 
freshman Ryan White should get the nod. 
Junior college arrival Ben Graves will battle 


Owight King 


didate. Look for the quick-footed Bowling, a 
former walk-on, to top his numbers for tack- 
les for losses (16) and quarterback sacks (11). 

Next to Bowling is fellow senior T.J. 
Frier, the front’s most underrated performer. 
The ends are senior Manny Santibanez and 


Cande and Matt Adams for punting chores. 
“Our kicking situation could be highly 
competitive,” Scherer notes. Competitive, 
yes. Productive? 

Dodson, Floyd and Jones will handle the 
return duties. 


quick-footed junior Tra- 
mont Lawless. 

Though not an over- 
whelmingly powerful, the 
quartet exhibits consistency 
and chemistry. 


linebackers 


Memphis continues to 
feature fast, scrappy backers. 
The starting trio is com- 
posed of juniors Michael 
Boatman and Caspor Stiles, 
and sophomore Kamal 
Shakir, who was named to 
The Sporting News Fresh- 
man All-America team. He 
recorded 67 total tackles. 
Stiles is a diamond in the 
rough, according to Scherer, 
while Boatman surprised 
many Tiger followers just by 
cracking the lineup. Rangy 
Ian Williams, a converted 
quarterback with fine lateral 
skills, and fireplug-like 
DeMorrio Shank could be a 


Outside the Huddle 


Give me Liberty The Memphis defense allowed 
just 14 points in the Liberty Bowl during the fourth 
quarter of six home games last fall. The 14 were 
yielded against Top 25 finisher Southern Miss. 


Practical degrees Of the 34 returning Tigers who 
have declared a major, 32 are studying either educa- 
tion or business. 

Staying home It was a tough decision, but Derrick 
Harmon, a Memphis East High product, chose the 
hometown Tigers, nixing an offer from national champ 
Nebraska. A fine student and super young man, Har- 
mon might be Scherer’s top local catch to date. 
Moving on-campus? Memphis will have a new 
$5.1 million practice facility, located on the South 
Campus, ready prior to the 1999 season. 

Batting .500 Under Rip Scherer, Memphis has 
gone 30-for-GO on fourth-down conversion attempts. 
Closing in on the record Senior receiver Richie 
Floyd needs just 36 catches to surpass Russell 
Copeland's all-time career receptions mark of 116. 
Dodging the draft Memphis will not play C-USA 
newcomer Army this season. Considering the typically 
tough Cadets may be the weakest team in the league, 
that schedule might not be such a positive thing. 
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T.J. Slaughter 


uickly. What was the most unique char- 
acteristic of any of last season’s Top 25 
college football teams? 

If you guessed that Southern Mississippi was 
the only one to play fewer than six home games, 
then, as Ed McMahon would say to Johnny Car- 
son, “Yes. You are correct.” 

In fact, Southern Miss played only four home 
games, gave Florida as competitive a contest in 
Gainesville as anyone and battled under the pall 
of the tragic, early September auto-accident 
death of coach Jeff Bower's daughter Kristen. 

But this is standard for Southern Miss, which 
does more with less than any team in America. 


The Golden Eagles win without having eye-pop- 
ping facilities. They win despite the fact that Ole 
Miss and Mississippi State have refused to play 
them in recent years (One laughable excuse is 
that a game with Southern Miss wouldn't draw 
well.) And they win despite having to play 
ridiculous road schedules to generate revenue for 
the school’s other athletic programs. 

In typically-modest fashion, Bower downplays 
his program’s success. However, with a record of 
29-16 over the past four seasons, the coach is 
hoping for continued productivity. 

“Hopefully, we'll be a Top 25 team again this 
year,” he says. “We'd like to get the recognition. 
We're building on something here, and we'd like 
to consistently be a Top 25 program.” 

For that hope to be realized, it would help for 
Southern Miss to play at least six home games (it 
plays five this year), something that hasn't hap- 
pened since the 1982 season. This fall, USM will 
play two heavy-hitters on the road: Alabama and 
Penn State. In an interesting matchup, the 
Golden Eagles will host Texas A&M, which is 
expected to be very tough. 


Mike Moore 


quarterbacks 


Lee Roberts may not look like a big-time col- 
lege football quarterback, and his stats (though 
above-average) wont raise eyebrows, but the kid 
knows how to win. Intelligent and poised, 
Roberts rarely makes mistakes and has the full 
confidence of his teammates. He has led the 
team’s offense the past two seasons and is anxious 
to move the Eagles into the Top 10. 

“With last year’s experience, Lee is going to be 
even better,” Bower predicts. 

Despite the intangibles he offers, Roberts does 
need to improve his scrambling ability (likely the 
worst of all C-USA quarterbacks). Specifically, if 
Roberts can simply negate sack losses with rush- 
ing gains, he will be Conference USA's top sig- 
nal-caller. 


running backs 


USM’s backfield losses (Eric Booth and 
Harold Shaw) were significant. Still, Bower is 
optimistic, noting, “We've got three guys with 
some ability.” 

They are junior Brandon Francis and sopho- 
mores Kelby Nance and Dawayne Woods, of 
whom only Nance had any carries last fall. Those 
close to the program feel Nance could start the 
season as the main ball carrier, but that Woods, 
redshirted last season, might eventually emerge. 
Numerous marquee programs vied for his ser- 
vices in February of 1997. 

Francis will be the utility man. The fastest of 
the trio, he has been converted from receiver to 
tailback (his original position) and should earn 
enough carries to make an impact. 


receivers 


As a sophomore, Sherrod Gideon improved 
with each game, earning first-team all-conference 
honors. Now the wide receiver is ready for some 
national recognition. If the speedy Gideon 
increases his 1997 numbers by 10 percent, he 
will finish the 98 campaign with roughly 59 
catches (with a yards-per-catch average of 20.5), 
1,100 yards and 10 touchdowns. Those are All- 
America stats. 

The flankers are senior Eddie Shaw and junior 
Todd Pinkston, who combined for 662 receiving 
yards last year. In addition, senior Kevin Heard 
has game-breaking speed. Clearly, with Roberts 
and these four ends, the Southern Miss passing 
attack should be impressive. 

A newcomer, probably sophomore Timirra 
Nolan or redshirt freshman Orlando Dantzler, 
will be counted upon at tight end. 


offensive linemen 


Some top-quality players, all returning 
starters, bolster the Southern Miss front. Seniors 
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John Nix 


Frank Firestone at center, Henry McLen- 
don at left tackle and O’Lester Pope at right 


left guard Shederick Blackmon is under- 
rated. The right guard will be either Jeff 
Hopgood or Richie Davidson, both seniors. 

There is no question that the Southern 
Miss line is the league's best. In fact, it could 
be one of the 15 best in the nation. 


Junior end Adalius Thomas anchors what 
should be another strong Golden Eagle 
front four. A returning first-team all-confer- 
ence pick, Thomas recorded 15 tackles for 
loss, 10 pass breakups and nine sacks last 
fall. His quickness, instincts and aggressive- 
ness are unmatched in the league. 


The number of USM sopho- 
more defenders expected to 
see playing time. 


At tackles, John Nix and DeQuincy Scott 
were named to the C-USA All-Freshman 
team. The other end will be sophomore 
Cedric Scott. Three more sophomores, Ger- 
ald Mumford, Deric Scott and Daleroy 
Stewart, will receive quality minutes. 
Together they comprise one of the best col- 
lections of young defensive linemen in the 
country. 


With Marchant Kenney gone, junior Ty 
tackle are pile-driving run blockers. Junior Trahan (sixth on the team in tackles despite Gideon is an excellent punt returner, but a 


It's tough to overlook current NFL 
superstar Brett Favre, but in most esti- 
mations Ray Guy, a USM standout 
from 1970-72 who enjoyed a 13-year 
NFL career, is the greatest punter in 
football history. Guy’s senior season 
punting average of 46.2 was unheard 
of at the time. His prowess kicking the 
football helped establish Southern 
Miss’ program nationally. 


Jose Gonzalez and Deshone Mallard, junior 
Terrance Parrish and redshirt freshman 
Dayron Brutley. Mallard, who tallied seven 
pass breakups and two recovered fumbles, 
should start again this season. Senior Chan- 
dler Smith and sophomore Zaid Houston, a 
former linebacker, will play if Watts and 
Barnes don’t return. 


Tim Hardaway was outstanding during 
his first year as the Golden Eagle kicker. He 
will look to break the USM single-season 

field-goal percentage record of 82.4 held by 
= Chris Pierce. Junior Jamie Purser, who 
enjoyed a fine spring, will be the punter. 

Junior deep snapper Keith Caton is a 
superb special teams player, consistent with 
his snaps and willing to tackle on coverage. 


‘4 


Dwight Kin, 


his reserve status) is now ready to assume kick returner is needed. Running backs 


leadership of the USM linebacking corps. 
He will be joined by senior Brian A. Bell, 


who replaced T.J. Slaughter 
after the latter missed most 
of last year with ankle 
sprains. Slaughter is back 
and should start. Juniors 
Royal Bell and Marvin 
Brown and _ sophomore 
David Verdell are all quick 
and tested. 


Bower feels Southern 
Miss is hurting in the sec- 
ondary, noting, “Safety is a 
concern and we have no 
depth at cornerback.” 

The unit's best player, 
senior strong safety Larry 
Watts, missed spring work 
to concentrate on acade- 
mics, as did sophomore free 
safety Leo Barnes. Their 
expected return in the fall is 
critical to the team’s success. 

Very little difference sep- 
arates senior cornerbacks 


Francis and Woods will get the opportuni- 
ties for that duty. 


R-E-S-P-E-C-T After Southern Miss destroyed Pitts- 
burgh 41-7 in the Liberty Bowl, Army coach Bob Sut- 
ton talked to Panther coaches to get a feel for a 
program his Cadets will face. “The Pittsburgh coaches 
were very impressed,” Sutton says. “They feel that 
Southern Miss is a legitimate national-caliber team.” 


Building continuity Last winter was the first since 
Jeff Bower became USM coach in December of 1990 
that the program has not lost an assistant coach. 
Building a building In December, Southern Miss 
will break ground on an overdue football complex. The 
facility, which will replace the current building (finished 
in 1953), is expected to cost a minimum of $7 million. 
Picking a champ Memphis coach Rip Scherer has 
this to say about the 1998 C-USA season. “I think the 
league will be more balanced than it was last year, but 
Southern Miss is still a step ahead of the pack.” 
Credible Although Southern Mississippi is not one 
of the schools regularly covered by Bill King and 
Mickey Plyler’s respected Southeastern Recruiting 
Alliance talent evaluation magazine, an interview with 
Golden Eagle recruiting coordinator Joe Robinson was 
included in the April 1998 issue of the publication, 
indicating the program's credibility. 
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ack in August 1997, if you had predicted 

that Tulane and then-first-year coach 

Tommy Bowden would finish the season 
with a 7-4 overall mark and a 5-1 record in 
Conference USA, college football fans would 
have chuckled. Heck, even Green Wave fans 
would have had a good laugh. 

Roughly a year later, the Tulane football pro- 
gram, which had last posted a seven-win season 
in 1980, is no longer a laughingstock. And with 
this season's manageable schedule, the Green 
Wave could conceivably fashion an 8-3 record 
and bow! invitation. 

Still, Bowden takes a practical perspective. 


JaJuan Dawson 


“We're ahead of schedule in terms of win- 
ning, but we're still behind the rest of the con- 
ference talent-wise,” the coach says. “We have 
lost the element of surprise that we had last year 
and will now be the hunted instead of the 
hunter.” 

True. But the non-conference hunters are 
Southern Methodist, Rutgers, Navy, Southwest- 
ern Louisiana and Louisiana Tech, and the latter 
three teams are coming to New Orleans. In 
addition, C-USA’s top team, Southern Missis- 
sippi, also visits the Crescent City, while the 
league’s next-best member, East Carolina, is not 
on the schedule. 

Furthermore, Bowden welcomes back 16 
starters and one of America’s five best 
kicker/punter tandems. 

It’s a tantalizing enough situation to tempt vic- 
tory-hungry Tulane fans with thoughts of a tasty, 
9-2 entree. 

That type season, however, includes Tulane 
beating league rival Cincinnati on the road to 
open the season. Two years ago, the Green Wave 
spanked Cincy, 34-14, on the road, then whipped 


the Bearcats last season, 31-17, in New Orleans. 

A third straight win against Cincinnati could 
have Tulane headed for a Top 25 year. At worst, 
Bowden's boys should again win seven games 
while featuring an explosive offense and fabulous 
kicking game. 


quarterbacks 


Shaun King is C-USA’s returning Offensive 
Player of the Year. Now a senior, the slithery 
King shocked everybody last fall with his dra- 
matically improved passing accuracy and 
increased production. He threw for almost 
1,000 more yards than he notched in 1996 and, 
perhaps more importantly, increased his touch- 
down passes from eight to 24. Also a fine run- 
ner, the versatile King led the league with 279.8 
total offense per game. 

He is poised to total 3,500 yards this fall and 
has an outside shot at breaking the school 
record for career total offense (9,445) held by 


Terrence Jones. 


running backs 


Senior Jamaican Dartez and sophomore Toney 
Converse are a splendid tailback tandem, per- 
haps the best in C-USA. Playing only six games 
because of injuries to his left forearm, Dartez 
returns hoping to realize the great potential he 
flashed as a freshman. 

If Dartez falters, the quick Converse will 
receive the bulk of the minutes. Also a fine 
receiver, Converse could become the school’s 
greatest running back ever. 

Bowden wants junior O’Kie Woods to emerge 
as a big-time fullback. Prediction: Woods will. 
The versatile Woods, who can handle tailback 
and receiving duties as well, is the perfect com- 
plement to Converse/Dartez/King. 


receivers 


Four ends who recorded 20 or more recep- 
tions return for the Green Wave, led by senior 
PJ. Franklin and junior JaJuan Dawson. Dawson 
is back after missing the last three games with a 
broken right ankle. He likely would have led the 
conference in total receiving yards had he not 
been hurt. Sophomores Kerwin Cook and John 
Wilson complete the quartet. Toss in sophomore 
Adrian Burnette and Converse, and King has 
numerous targets. 

Junior tight end Mike Turner is a quality drive 
blocker with solid pass-catching skills. 


offensive linemen 


With four starters back, the Tulane front 
should be as tough as last season’s unit, which 
allowed a mere 11 sacks. The leader is senior 
right guard Mike Gumiela. Juniors Kapua Con- 
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Shaun King 


ley and Jerry Godfrey will toil at center and 
left guard respectively, joined by sopho- 
mores Bernard Robertson, left tackle, and at 
right, Charles Caldwell. Keep an eye on 
freshman Chrys Bullock, a big-time 
signee. 

The somewhat smallish line prompts 
Bowden to say, “Our linemen need to work 
on their strength and (take advantage of 
their) technique.” 


o 


Tulane’s 1997 rushing 
and passing yardage from its 
remarkably balanced offense. 


defensive linemen 


Three starters are gone, but Bowden 
incorporated a 12-lineman rotation last 
fall, thus softening the impact of the losses 
for this year. Dennis O'Sullivan, a senior, is 
the returning starter at right tackle, and 
he’s a good one. Though his 1997 produc- 
tivity was not quite what had been pro- 
jected for him, Sullivan is expected to 
rebound this fall. His specialty is getting to 
the quarterback. 

The left tackle should be Phil Hender- 
son, with Manny Cuellar and Kevin Reavis 
handling the left and right end spots 
respectively. All three are seniors. 

“To some degree, we've lost our first line 


of defense,” Bowden says. “We want to get 
pressure with the front four rush, but if 
not, we'll have to start blitzing.” 


Outside the Huddle 


linebackers 


Senior Brett Timmons, 
who works the weak side, 
is the leading returning 
tackler (84 stops) of the 
Tulane defenders. With 15 
tackles for losses (a team 
high) last fall, he may be 
the main man Bowden’s 
alluding to when he talks 
of blitzing. 

On the strong side, Der- 
rick Perry was Tulane’s best 
reserve defender and will 
now start. Senior middle- 
Wayne Blair is 
expected to start, although 
he will be pushed by 
sophomore Noel Ellis, who 
has been moved 
safety. 


defensive 
backs 


Tulane led the nation in 
interceptions last season 
with 26, and of that total, 
returning secondary play- 
ers notched 16. All four 


man 


from 


Mr. Tulane Football 


The only unanimous All-American in 
Tulane football history, Jerry Dalrym- 
ple led the Green Wave to a 28-1 
overall record from 1929 to 1931, 
the most successful three-season 
stretch in school history. In 1954, 
Dalrymple became the first Tulane 
inductee into the National Football 
Foundation Hall of Fame. 


starters are back, led by cornerback 
Michael Jordan and free safety Alphonso 
Roundtree. There may not be a better sec- 
ondary pair in C-USA. 

Senior Tellius Carr moves from the cor- 
ner to strong safety, with sophomore Allen 
Phillips at the corner opposite Jordan. 
Sophomores Corey Jones and Sam Knight, 
at strong and free safety respectively, will 
play significant minutes. 


specialists 

No school in the country boasts a better 
kicking duo than punter Brad Hill and 
kicker Brad Palazzo. The former averaged 
46.2 yards per punt (4th nationally), while 
the latter led the country in field goals 
made (23) and broke numerous school and 


Brian Tirpak 


conference records. 

Franklin efficiently handles the bulk of 
both kick and punt returns, and O’Sulli- 
van is a fine long-snapper. 


How long will Bowden stay? Not surprisingly, 
speculation has already begun regarding the duration 
of the Bowden era at Tulane. Some feel the coach will 
exit no later than after his third season (1999). For 
Bowden to stay in New Orleans five or more years, two 
developments need to happen fairly soon: 1. Confer- 
ence USA must become a part of the Super Alliance; 
and 2. Tulane must improve its long-modest atten- 
dance, which should happen as both C-USA and Tulane 
improve. 

The Bowden touch Bowden's seven victories last 
season were the most ever for a rookie Green Wave 
coach. 

On the recruiting front Bowden feels his staff 
fared well with last February's recruiting haul. “We did 
better this time than we did last year,” he says.Such 
high-profile programs as Auburn, Kansas State, LSU, 
Mississippi State, Miami, Michigan State, Notre 
Dame, Syracuse, Tennessee and Texas courted vari- 
ous members of Tulane’s recruiting class, a sign that 
Tulane is recruiting the right athletes. 

Academics come first Tulane takes justifiable 
pride in its academic performance. For the sixth 
straight year, Tulane graduated a high enough percent- 
age of players to be recognized by the College Football 
Association. In addition, the school has led Confer- 
ence USA in academic excellence for the first two 
years of the league’s football competition. 
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1998 Army Roster 1997 Record: 4-7 ony see 


NO. NAME POS, HT, WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
78 Allard, Nate G 63 295 S&. Franklin, MA 94 Knight, Andy TE 6-4 228 Sr. Ann Arbor, MI 
45 Amey, Ty FB «5-41 222 Sr. Lynwood, CA 42 Koger, Kevin DE 6-1 237 Jr. Hamburg, NJ 
86 Angle, Marc SE 5-10190 Sr. Youngstown,OH 70 Kozak, Scott NG 6-3 265 Jr. Orland Park, IL Due to Academy entrance procedures a list of high 
87 Bellard, Emory SE 6-0 202 Sr. Dallas, TX 40 Lalumondier, Rob HB 6-0 205 Sr. Londonderry,OH — school recruits was not available 
83 Benson, Joe TE 6-5 251 Sr Evansville, Wi 54 Mclingvale, George G 6-2 280 Sr. Houston, TX 
94 Bradley, Jeff DE 6-2 228 Jr. Londonderry,OH 4 McNally, Derick DB 6-0 191 So. Los Angeles, CA 
61 Brinson, Brian OT 6-4 244 Jr. Killeen, TX 68 Mitchell, Randy NG 5-9 216 So. Macon, GA 
77 Bullock, Jermaine NG 6-1 265 So. Portsmouth, VA 31 Mitchell, Todd HB 6-1 196 Sr. New Braunfels, TX 
85 Bundt, Josh DE 6-2 227 Jr. Glidden, 1A 28 Mullen, Jamar DB 6-0 186 Sr. Shadyside, MD 1997 RESULTS 
22 Burke, Andrew DB 5-8 170 So. Plantation, FL 92 Nati, James SE 6-2 176 Jr. Pine City, NY (4-7) 
29 Capobianco, Matt HB 5-10 197 Jr. Allentown, PA 16 Newbauer, Rob OB 5-11 180 Jr. Allegan, MI 
84 Castillo, Shaun TE 6-3 232 So. Willis, TX 30 O'Boyle, Jimmy HB 5-10 180 Sr. Greenville, IL Sept. 6 Marshall L 25-35 
68. Childers, Matt C/LS 6-3 252 Jr. LaPorte, TX 14 Olsen, Eric K 5-10 180 Sr, Ft. Lauderdale, FL gem oe ome ece 
17 Coaxum, Tony DB 510190 Jr Charleston,SC 73 Overstreet, Randy G 63 281 Jr Doylestown, PA Sent. 97 Miami (Ohio) L 14-38 
75 Connolly, Brian OT 6-5 284 Sr. Peabody, MA 8 Parker, Matt K 6-2 175 Jr Snyder, TX Oct. 4 at Tulane L 0-41 
40 Cunningham, Colin QB 6-1 191 Sr. Oakton, VA 63 Posey, Jason OT 63 277 Sr. — Franklinton, LA Oct, 18 Rutgers W 37-35 
34 Daniels, Clay DB 5-10195 Jr Leawood, KS 65 Prehar, Mark C 63 275 Jr. Harker Heights, 1x — O¢t. 28 ES Nee 
53 Demcher, Brian C 6-2 282 Jr. Minersville, PA 74 Ravitz, Neil OT 63 271 Sr. Schuylkill Haven, PA Noy 45 North Texas W 25-14 
65 Duggan, Tom LB 6-0 2413 Jr, Phoenix, AZ 1 Richardson, Rod SE 5-8 171 Sr. Portsmouth, VA — Nov, 22 at Boston College L 20-24 
10 Dupree, James DB 5-11 174 So. Kent, WA 43 Rittger, Walter FB 5-10 210 Jr. GlenGardner,NJ  Dec.6 Naw@ 1 T=39 
44 Ferri, Reno HB 5-11 214 Jr. New Middietown,OH 26 Rooney, Brandan HB 5-9 180 Jr. Lake Havasu City, AZ ©. Rutherford, NJ 
34 Garza, Markus HB 5-9 189 Jr Orange, CA 39 Rowland, Kenny Dale DB 6-3 193 Sr. Poplar Bluff, MO 
25 Gatlin, Tim DB 5-11 192 Sr. Houston, TX 11 Smith, Ryan QB 6-4 203 Jr. Scottsdale, AZ 
93 Goettke, Tom 1B 6-0 226 Jr. Cincinnati, OH 90 Sporer, Ron DE 6-1 236 So. Honesdale, PA 
9 Goff, Johnny QB 6-2 196 Sr. Missouri City, TX 29 Stalker, David DB/LS 5-11 190 Jr. Dade City, FL 
52 Guzman, Michael C 6-4 275 Sr. Houston, TX 99 Stanyer, Joe DT 6-3 263 Sr. Southlake, TX 
81 Hageman, David DE 6-2 245 Jr. Phoenix, AZ 36 Stucker, Craig FB 5-11 219 Sr. Lafayette, IN 
43 Henderson, Will LB 6-2 214 Jr. Grand Rapids, Ml 89 Suitonu, Chad LB 6-1 242 Sr. San Diego, CA 
33 Hewitt, Joe FB 6-1 206 Sr. Wichita Falls, TX 97 Thiele, William NG 6-0 251 Sr. St Francis, WI 
7 Hill, Hunter SE 5-8 175 Jr. Atlanta, GA 18 Thurman, John QB 6-0 217 Jr. Midland, TX 
74 Hodari, Rashidi OT 6-3 285 Sr. Worthington,OH 80 Toney, Frank SE 5-10 190 Sr. Fitchburg, MA 
26 Holden, Brandon DB 5-7 170 Jr. Baton Rouge,LA 27 Vegas, Chris HB 6-0 200 Jr. Douglasville, GA 
79 Holmes, Clint DE 6-3 235 Jr. Rosenberg, TX 38 Walker, Jason ILB) 5-11 204 Sr. Powder Spgs., GA 
55 Hunterton, Nate LB 6-0 216 Jr. Las Vegas, NV 32 Wallace, Michael FB 6-1 205 So. San Antonio, TX 
95 Jackson, Marcus LB 6-1 234 Jr. Beaumont, TX 46 Weaver, Lyle ILB 6-0 213 So. Decatur, GA 
3 Jacobs, Birian SE 6-0 182 Sr Merrittisland,FL 13 White, Graham P 5-10 186 Jr. Alpharetta, GA 
96 Jett, Grady SE 6-0 182 Jr Deer Park, TX 50 Whittington, Rich LS 6-3 232 Sr. Pineville, LA 
2 Johnson, John HB 5-11 195 Jr. Wyoming, OH 98 Wilkinson, Chris SE 5-10 187 Sr. Arlington, VA 
92 Kavanagh, Brian DT 6-2 256 Jr, Simi Valley, CA 49 Williams, Bobby HB 6-1 210 Sr. Kinston, NC 
53. Kelley, Brandon ILB- 6-1 224 Jr. Columbia, SC 88 Williams, Gary SE 6-1 191 Jr. Paterson, NJ 
48 King, Adisa me a 225 Jr. Jackson, MS 47 Williams, Scott DB 5-10 166 Jr. Diamond Bar, CA 


King, Brian 246 Sr. Petersburg, VA Work, Matt ILB 5-10 230 Jr. Watsonville, CA 


Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders 


OFFENSE (6) Passing: Johnny Goff, 27-86-384-5, 1 TD 


- Rushing: Johnny Goff, 173 car., 698 yds., 4 TDs 
WR 7 Rod Richardson (Sr, 2); 96 Grady Jett (Ur., 1) Receiving: Rod Richardson, 6 rec., 129 yds., 1 TD 
LT 71 Neil Ravitz (Sr., 2); 63 Jason Posey (Sr., 1) tin , 
LG 78 Nate Allard (Sr. 1); 65 Mark Prehar (Jr., 1) Scoring: Eric Olsen, 12 Fas; 19/XP, 55 points 
C 52 Michael Guzman (Sr., 1); 65 Mark Prehar (Jr., 1) Punting: none 
RG 54 George Mcingvale (Sr., 1); 65 Mark Prehar (Jr., 1) Kicking: Eric Olsen, 12-15 FG@s, 19-21 XP 
RT 75 Brian Connolly (Sr., 1); 74 Rashidi Hodari (Sr., 1) Tackles: Kenny Dale Rowland, 54, 33 solo 
TE 84 Shaun Castillo (So., 1); 83 Joe Benson (Sr., 1) Sacks: Scott Kozak, 1.5 
QB 9 Johnny Goff (Sr., 1); 10 Colin Cunningham (Sr., 0) Interceptions: Kenny Dale Rowland, 2 
FB 33 Joe Hewitt (Sr, 2); 45 Ty Amey (Sr., 1) 


RB 40 Rob Lalumondier (Sr., 1); 44 Reno Ferri (Jr., 1) 
RB 49 Bobby Williams (Sr., 3); 30 Jimmy O'Boyle (Sr., 1) 1998 Schedule 
K 14 Eric Olsen (Sr., 2) Sept. 12 Miami (OH) 
Sept. 19 = Cincinnati 
DEFENSE (5 Sept. 26 at Rutgers 
( ) Oct.3 at East Carolina 
DE 81 David Hageman (Jr, 1); 79 Clint Holmes (Jr., 0) Oct. 10 at Houston 


DT 99 Joe Stanyer (Sr., 1); 92 Brian Kavanagh (Jr., 1) 
NG 70 Scott Kozak (Jr., 1); 77 Jermaine Bullock (So., 0) 
DE 90 Ron Sporer (So., 1); 58 Brian King (Sr., 2) 


Oct. 17 Southern Miss 
Oct. 24 at Notre Dame 


LB 89 Chad Suitonu (Sr., 2); 93 Tom Goettke (Jr., 1) Nov. 7 Air Force 

LB 48 Adisa King (Jr., 1); 55 Nate Hunterton (Jr., 1) Nov. 14 Tulane — 

LB 53 Brandon Kelley (Jr., 0); 46 Lyle Weaver (So., 1) Nov. 21 at Louisville 
CB 17 Tony Coaxum (Jr., 1); 10 James Dupree (So., 1) Dec.5 Navy@ 

CB 28 Jamar Mullen (Sr., 2); 47 Scott Williams (Jr., 1) @Philadelphia 


SS 25 Tim Gatlin (Sr., 1); 34 Clay Daniels (Jr., 1) ten 

FS 39 Kenny Dale Rowland (Sr., 1); 4 Derick McNally (So., 1) Rising Star 

P 13 Graham White Ur., 0) As a freshman last season, defensive 
end Ron Sporer played nary a second 
until Game 6. And though the Honesdale, 


(#) indicates number of returning starters Pa., native totaled only two tackles in 

BOLD indicates returning starters ; . H ; 

Number after class indicates letters won those SIX final games, his aggressive- 
ness and toughness impressed coach 
Bob Sutton. 
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1997 Record: 
C-USA Record: 


8-4 Head Coach 


Rick Minter 


1998 Cincinnati Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WI. CL HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS, HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN = 
82 Abrams, Stephen K 6-0 180 So. Houston, TX 31 Howell, Jerry CB 5-10 182 Sr. Youngstown, OH 1998 Signees 
82 Adams, Jeff WR 6-1 187 Fr. Crofton, KY 87 Hunt, Ashley TE 6-5 245 So. Leesburg, FL NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
88 Anderson, Josh TE 6-3 259 Sr. Akron,OH 47 Isom, Jasen FB 6-0 225 Jr. Wheatley Hgts.,NY Danny Adams DB 5-10170 Miami, FL 
80. Archie, Chris WR 6-4 196 Fr, Detroit, Ml 93 Jackson, David DE 62 235 Sr. Belle Glade, FL Honorable mention all-state choice as a senior; fin- 
72 Armstead, Fred OT 6-3 270 Jr. Miami, FL 39 Johnson, Eddie LB 5-11 230 So Kirkland, WA _ ished with 69 tackles. 
98 Augustus, Kenny-Ray DT 6-3 290 Jr. Bolingbrook, IL 85 Johnston, DeWayne TE 6-3 235 Fr. Columbus,OH Derrick Adams LB 6-2 220 Solon, OH 
49 Beal, Eric FB 6-0 235 Jr. Lancaster, TX 7 Jones, Bemba DB 5-10 180 Fr. Oakwood Vil.,OH  Twotime honorable mention All-Ohio selection; made 
76 Bell, Chris G 66 300 J Union, OH 13 Judge, Joe K 5-11180 Jr. Fairfield, OH  2estachlesandle\peinohints \lestyeer, 
66 Biggs, Ken G 6-5 290 Jr  Wallingford,CT 9 Keck, Tinker FS 6-1 203 Sr Goodland, KS. Rutwan oll OL oa 20) pen 
71 Bokach, Jim OT 68 280 Fr, Dublin, OH 7 Kenner, Deontey QB/P 6-2 180 So. Hopkinsville, KY faam'suciy arg aliictnet after eam 1 tackles 
84 Bonner, Cornelius WR 6-0 185 Sr. Gaffney, SC 70 Lisek, Jason G 64 277 So. Mishawaka, IN _jast season. - 
46 Brayboy, Gerard FS 5-10 185 Sr. Cocoa,FL 41 Lucas, Rob LB 6-0 240 Sr. Fort Wayne, IN —DeMarcus Billings DL 6-4 235 Atlanta, GA 
47 Brown, Rob FB 6-0 230 So. Cincinnati,OH 15 Mammarelli, Jason K/P 6-1 190 So. Hollywood, FL Second team all-state choice by the Atlanta Journal- 
74 Bryant, Scott OL 6-3 290 Jr, Orlando, FL 24 McCool, Jeff QB 6-3 220 So. Palatka, FL Constitution as a senior; finished with 75 tackles and 
8 Burrow, Jeff WR 5-8 181 Jr. Sylvester, GA 19 McKnight, Don CB 5-9 175 Sr. Miami, FL 42 Sacks last season. 
63 Byrd, Vince G 62 296 Sr. Junction City,KS 55 Naszimento,Zach DL 6-2 240 So. Secaucus,NJ Doug Brandt TE 6-4 226 Cincinnati, OH 
43. Calcagni, Chris K 60 470 Fr Canfield, OH 14 Owens, Jamain WR 6-0 190 Sr. Cleveland, OH ieee eee ee eee a 
64 Catanzaro,Dave OL 6-2 270 Fr.  CCincinnati,OH 4 Plummer, Chad QB 6-3 230 Sr. Tallahassee,FL [otc catsr DB 6-160 Columbus, OH 
48 Champion, Hassan 1B 6-1 228 Sr fTallahassee,FL 59 Preston, Bryan OL 65 248 Jr.  Springboro,OH — Fretteam all-state selection as a senior at Mifflin 
83 Collins-Baker, Jason WR 5-10 185 So. Detroit, Ml 412 Rodgers, TJ. DB 5-11 190 Fr. Youngstown,OH — High; earned firstteam all-district and all-city honors 
33 Cooper, Robert RB 5-11 206 Jr. Bainbridge, GA 50 Rosfeld, Doug OL 6-4 245 So Cincinnati, OH after catching 27 passes for 502 yds. and nine TDs. 
23 Coppola, Bob WR 6-0 202 So.  Loweliville,OH 90 Savage, Deron DT 6-2 310 Sr. Boynton Beach, FL Bryan Davis TE 6-4 240 Moore, OK 
44 Daniels, Kwesi LB 45-11 215 =r. Brooklyn, NY 79 Scheithe, Don OT 6-3 302 Jr. Beacon Falls, CT Two-year starter at tight end at Northeastern Okla 
82 Davis, Brian TE 6-4 240 Jr. Moore,OK 26 Simmons, Jason RB 5-11 233 Fr. Crawfordsville, FL — fomaJC; caught 10 passes for 162 yds. last season. 
96 Davis, Rommel DT 6-1 255 So.  Columbus,OH 32 Smikle, Tony TE 6-3 215 So. Farmingdale, NY CliffDawson = 6-3 255 OL _Loulsville, KY 
@8 von, Joo OL 63.330 Fi Cohmbus,OH 51 Smih, avn ——«LB_GO. 237 So, East Chango, ftom alate choce os 9 abner, weed 
18 Dorsey, Dushawn WR 6-2 170 Fr. Somerville, NJ 35 Smith, Freddy FS 6-0 188 So.  Cincinnati,OH — {oujsvilie Courier-Journal. 
53 Dugan, Keith tS 60 231 Fr Glouster,OH 20 Smith, Orlando RB 6-0 245 Sr. Elmira, NY Kirt Doolin OL 6-5 290 Covington, KY 
91 Edwards, Sedrick DE 6-8 290 Jr. Fort Myers, FL 56 Stephens, Paul DE 66 230 Fr. Warren,OH — Second-team all-state choice; helped high schoo! 
92 Evans, Percy DE 6-3 260 Sr. Boston, MA 17 Stoker, Tajuan RB 5-10185 Fr. Longview, TX team to 12-3 record; three-year starter. 
59 Evans, Troy LB 6-2 230 Fr. WestChester,OH 42 Sykes, Carlton DB 6-2 200 Jr Detroit, Ml Reuben Dunbar RB 5-175 Huber Hets., OH 
40 Ferguson, Shawn CB 5-7 180 Sr. Gretna, FL 25 Thomas, Isaac LB 5-11 200 So, Baker, FL Honorable mention altstate choice; rushed 133 
43. Ford, Keith RB 5-9 204 Fr Hillsboro, OH +57 Thompson, Kirk LB 6-2 220 Fr. Portsmouth, oH times for 1,057 \yds. and 18 TDs. 
73 Forrest, Ted OL 65 310 Fr. Houston, TX 97 Trahan, Chris DT 6-0 260 So. Cincinnati, oH Wills Etwards = LB 6-2 Fale dicate OH 
10 Fuller, Bobby FS 511170 Jr Lexington, NC 75. Uhl, Brian C 65 295 Sr Cincinnati, OH ameetacues endoneinterenisie 
37 Garden, Lloyd RB 5-11 225 Fr. Akron,OH 34 Vitovitz, David FB 6-1 235 Jr. Elyria, OH ante Eltiott TE 6-3 225 Cincinnati, OH 
31 Ghant, Cleon WR 6-0 185 Fr Detroit, Ml 81 Walker, Tim WR 5-11 180 Fr. Lexington, KY —_Fouryear letterman; named honorable mention alt 
26 Glover, LaVar WR 5-11 165 Fr, Dayton, OH 77 Ward, Kevin DT 6-1 292 Sr, Chantilly, VA city asa senior after catching 25 passes for 490 yds. 
22 Gossett, DeJuan DB 5-10 192 So Cincinnati, OH 65 Wenz, Frank OT 64 286 Jr. Marcy, NY and two TDs. 
94 Grubb, Ted DE 6-3 245 Sr Holyrood, KS 72 Williams, Mark DOT 6-3 253 Jr. Cincinnati, OH  JoshGardner OL 6-5 255 Cincinnati, OH 
58 Hamilton, Joseph me 6-4 215 Fr. Columbus, OH - Witcher, Duan DB 5-9 190 So.  Columbus,O0H —TWoyear starter; helped team to a 12-2 record. 
ic Harper, Eric 5-11 202 i McKeesport, PA Wortman, Dan LB 6-2 225 Fr. Mason,OH Joe Harrison RB 6-2 225 Loveland, OH 
4. Hergott, Greg 6-2 218 Ft, Mitchell, KY Two-time alHeague and honorable mention All-South- 


west Ohio selection; rushed 130 times for 961 yds. 
and seven TDs as a senior, 

Rod Joseph OL 6-5 335 Rock Hill, SC 
Two-year starter at right tackle at Georgia Military 
College; named GMC Lineman of the Year as a 
Sophomore after leading team to an 8-4 record. 
Tyrone Keith WR 5-9 170 College Park, GA 
Second team all-state selection at two different posi 
tions as a senior; led team in sooring with 14 TDs; 
threw for 1,700 yds. 

Frank Lang DB 5-10180 Clearwater, FL 
Led county in receiving as a senior; caught 31 
passes for 513 yds. and four TDs. 

PJ. Mays RB 5-11 205 Youngstown, OH 
Named second-team all-state as a senior; tabbed the 


Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders 


OFFENSE (6) Passing: Chad Plummer, 87-190-1,178-10, 6 TDs 


WR 84 Comelius Bonner (St., 2); 23 Bob Coppola (So., 0) Rushing: Robert Cooper, 137 car., 611 yds., 4 TDs 
LT 75 Brian Uhl (Sr., 3); 73 Ted Forrest (Fr., 0); apn at: tbe pera ee israel 
LG 63 Vince Byrd (Sr., 1); 68 Joe Dixon (Fr., 0) * , ere ENS 

C 50 Doug Rosfeld (So., 1); 76 Chris Bell (Jr., 0) Punting: none 

66 Ken Biggs (Jr., 2); 70 Jason Lisek (So., 0) 

79 Don Scheithe (Jr., 2); 59 Bryan Preston (Jr., 1) 
88 Josh Anderson (Sr, 3); 87 Ashley Hunt (So., 1) 


Kicking: none 
Tackles: Hassan Champion, 110, 50 solo 
Sacks: David Jackson, Tinker Keck and Ted Grubb, 2 


WR 83 Jason Collins-Baker (So., 1); 8 Jeff Burrow (Jr., 2) Interceptions: Tinker Keck, 4 Regional Back of the Year by the Youngstown Vind 

QB 4 Chad Plummer (Sr., 3); 7 Deontey Kenner (So., 1) cator after rushing 224 times for 1,444 yds. 

FB 49 Eric Beal (Jr., 2); 34 David Vitovitz (Jr., 1) DeMarco McCleskey RB G-1 200 Claremore, OK 

RB 33 Robert Cooper (ir, 2); 20 Ortando Smith (St. 2) 1998 Schedule Ferree NEN sa PH CA 

K 15 Jason Mammarelli (So., 1); 13 Joe Judge (Jr., 0) Sept. 3 Tulane rushing 246 times for 1,814 yds. and 22 TDs. 
neRcENE: eo eat Mot) sellers Beth aah reat 

2 ished sophomore year with 37 tackles. 

DE 93 David Jackson (Sr., 3); 56 Paul Stephens (Fr., 0) Sept. 26 Indiana — 0 OE eee ae eT 

DT 92 Percy Evans (Sr., 3); 91 Sedrick Edwards (Jr., 0) Oct. 3 at Louisville caught 51 passed for 1,050 yds. and set a Kentucky 

DT 77 Kevin Ward (Sr., 3); 90 Deron Savage (Sr., 2) Oct. 10 at Syracuse record with 22 TD receptions. ca, 

DE 94 Ted Grubb (Sr., 1); 55 Zach Naszimento (So,, 0) Oct. 17 at Memphis TO Nans Ubeal oN tons wed te ARR 

LB 48 Hassan Champion (Sr., 3); 39 Eddie Johnson (So., 1) Oct. 24 Miami (OH) senior. 

LB 41 Rob Lucas (Sr., 3); 44 Kwesi Daniels (Jr., 0) Nov. 7 \East.Carolina Ben Peining —DL_6-5 245 Cincinnati, OH 

LB 22 DeJuan Gossett (So., 1); 59 Troy Evans (So., 0) y ile jain SAP LS (olaled 46 tackies‘and 

CB 40 Shawn Ferguson (Sr., 2); 26 LaVar Glover (Fr., 0) Nov. 14 Houston Danie Ramen DRAG acoso Aiedareeaie 

CB 19 Don McKnight (Sr., 3); 35 Freddy Smith (So., 1) Nov. 21 at Arkansas State Firstteam all-state selection as a senior; catching 22 


ss 6 Eric Harper (Sr., ay 42 Carlton Sykes (Ur. 0) Ri . passes for 308 yds. and seven TDs as a tight end. 
: ising Star Chris Rehfuss OL 6-5 270 Union, KY 

FS 9 Tinker Keck (Sr., 1); 10 Bobby Fuller (Ur, 0) & r Honerabla a eee all-state choice as ena 

P 7 Deontey Kenner (So., 1); 15 Jason Mammarelli (So., 1) JiBSfefelate) ante) (ig Bl-Tolal (OV Cala ciaeexe MMOL named to the Northem Kentucky Top 24 by the Ken- 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


fans a glimpse of things to come last 
December, completing 10-of-16 passes 


for 124 yards and one score in UC’s bowl 
win over Utah State. Kenner will split 
time at quarterback and be the team’s 
punter. 


tucky Coaches Association. 

Andy Weinheimer OL 6-7 305 Loveland, OH 
Two-time all-state honoree; named All-Southwest 
Ohio as a senior after leading team to a 7-3 mark. 
Nathan Wize RB 57 190 Tucson, AZ 
Gatorade/USA Tooay Arizona Player of the Year; set 
an Arizona high school record by gaining 3,101 yds. 
with 51 TDs as a senior, 
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1998 East Carolina Roster CUeARSSGcE Espasa pantt 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN . 
52 Ahmadu,Mbayo NG 6-1 240. So, Washington, DC 54 Moore, Danny c 64 300 & © cron nc, (é OS SBM!|S 
17 Bayes, Andrew P 6-3 200 Jr. Hyattsville, MD 64 Nelson, Chris OL 64 290 So. Hickory, NC NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
14 Bentley, Brian LB 6-3 225 Sr. Huntington, NY 76 Nobles, Anthony OL 6-7 345 So. Randleman,NC Richard Alston QB 6-2 215 Warrenton, NC 
32 Briglio, Greg FB 6-0 234 Sr. Easton, PA 62 Parker, Robert OT 6-2 297 So. Hyattsville, MD ‘Finished 1997 season with 88 of 184 completions 
88 Bryson, Marcus TE 6-4 240 Fr. Laurens,SC 40 Phillips, Kendrick S 63 215 Sr Fayetteville, NC ‘or 1,778 yds. passing and 24 TDs; named alt-cor- 
27 Burnell, David PR 5-5 145 Jr Fayetteville, NC 5 Powell, Amie WR 6-4 210 Fr. Deep Creek, vA erences runs 2.4.48 in the 40. 
89 Burns, Rashan TE 6-5 245 So. Toms River,NJ 1 Ray, Brian LB 62 235 So. Raleigh, NC 
87 Chappell, LaMont WR 6-1 180 Jr. Roxboro, NC 441 Reyes, Eric LB 6-2 225 So. Cheltenham,MD Zack Bishop OL 6-3 240 Raleigh, NC 
91 Claybrooks, Devone DT 6-3 240 So. Bassett, VA 25 Rivers, Brantley K 60 185 Jr Kingston, TN Th spot in 1997 Shrine Bowl; team captain in 
58 Claybrooks, Freddie LB 6-5 235 Jr. Decatur,GA 2 Robinson, Charlie DB 6-0 175 Fr. Vorhees, NJ ; 
33 Cochran, Clenton LB 62 235 So. Fayetteville, NC 70 Russell, Corey G 63 290 Sr. Fairmont Hgts., MD 
57 Coleman, Roderick LB 6-3 255 Sr,  Philadelphia,PA 31 Satterfield, Chris CB 5-11 195 So. Raleigh, NC Ivan Butler LB 6-1 245 Alexandria, VA 
81 Collins, Buck TE 63 275 Sr Thomson, GA 71 Sheehan, Mike G 64 300 S& Closter, NY dialige Feet elie Alexandria Journal Defensive 
78 Corbett, Mondell OL 63 280 Jr Burlington, NC 56 Smart, Jahi LB 6-0 225 Jr.Kings Mountain, NC "er Ore Neer. 
95 Darden, Travis DL 63 280 Sr. Kelford, NC 26 Smith, Troy SE 6-3 185 Sr. Greenville, NC 
10 Davis, Damon RB 5-8 175 Jr Orangeburg,SC 67 Studivant, Wesley OL 6-4 296 Fr. Fayetteville, NC 8. Cameron DB 6-1 185 Hillsborough, NC 
98 Donley, Maurice LB 64 225 Fr  Interlachen,FL 8 Suggs, Kelvin CB 6-2 200 Sr. Kinston, NC Biers tae Geen ota ae PAC 
60 Emery, Rod C 641 270 So. Greenville, NC 11 Taylor, Tavares S$ 63 195 Sr — Fayetteville, NC 4 
85 Floyd, Corey TE 6-3 250 Fr. Trenton, NJ 15 Tinnin, Ernest QB 61 210 S. Burlington, NC 
37 Foster, Forrest DB 5-10170 J.  Clemson,SC 13 Ward, Kevin S 6-3 185 Fr. Kinston, NC Oa en erie 
59 Gamble, Derrick DL 6-5 260 Jr, Neptune, NJ 7 Weaver, Bobby QB 6-0 190 So. Hyattsville, MD joo SA Al Coastol Goulen ence iaeiscaor inca Ice 
9 Garrard, David QB 6-3 240 Fr. Durham, NC 63 Whaley, Ryan OL 63 270 So. Kinston, NC and senior. 
50. Green, Kwabena LB 6-1 246 Jr Supply, NC 23 Wilson, Jamie RB 6-1 205 So. Greenville, NC 
47 Griffin, Pernell LB 6-3 230 Fr Williamston,NC 96 Yellock, Marc LB 6-5 235 So. Roxboro, NC 
an . f Andre’ Cannon masville, NC 

80 Harris, Aaron WR 6-2 180 Fr, Washington, DC A 1997 North Gane pc remem etches be 
4 Harris, Marcellus WR 5-10 180 So. Newport News, VA 12 tackles a game last season. 
83 Hartgrove, Elliotte WR 6-4 220 Fr. Shelby, NC 
22 Henry, Leonard RB 6-1 195 Fr. Clinton, NC P CaTanenyOL © NC 
6 Johnson, Brian OT 6-3 255 Sr. Washington, DC Seat frekiaany ALF Cony SA Coren Bs 
75 Jones, Samein OT 63 270 So. Cove City, NC a junior and senior; led team to 8-3 records in both 
84 Kerr, Jeff 1B 6-4 235 Jr. Salisbury, NC his junior and senior year. 
74 Lacewell, Sherwin OL 6-4 290 So. Durham, NC 
69 Lausic, Dom OL 64 290 So. Brampton, ONT Phoenix Evans DL 6-5 295 Kinston, NC 
66 Ledford, Dwayne OL 64 280 Sr. Marion, NC Contributed with 46 stops and recovered two fumbles 
46 Luckadoo, Ryan SN 6-3 195 Fr Anderson, SC in 1997 on the defensive side of the bail; named by 
19 Mabry,Raymond RB 5-7 180 Sr. Grifton, NC SuperPrep among the Top:50 recruits In the'state. 
28 Mazyck, Travis WR 6-2 180 Fr. Virginia Beach, VA 
79 McCleary, Norris DT 64 295 Sr. Bessemer City, NC Christshawn Gilliam RB 6-0 210 Lewiston, NC 
3 McKeithan, Deeone S 62 210 Jr Perth Amboy, NJ Rushed for 2,049 yds. on 284 carries and 21 TDs as 
48 McNillian,Tomha LB 6-3 250 Jr Clarkston, GA ae: 
86 McQueen, J.J. HB 6-5 225 Sr. High Point, NC 

Monroe, Kevin Greenville, NC Reggie Hamphill RB 6-2 220 Jamestown, NC 


Selected as a USA Tonay honorable mention All-Amer- 
ica; played at Hargrave Military Academy last season. 


CB. 6-41 185 Jr. 
Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (6) 


SE 26 Troy Smith (Sr., 30); 5 Arnie Powell (Fr., 0) 
LT 66 Dwayne Ledford (Sr., 3); 75 Samein Jones (So., 0) 
LG 78 Mondell Corbett (Jr., 2); 63 Ryan Whaley (So., 1) 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Bobby Weaver, 4-8-5-1, 0 TDs ae po Oe ai 

. ~ 7 ic Hines Ot 
Rushing: Jamie Wilson, 87 car., 292 yds., 3 TDs A four-year starter; selected the All-Eastern District 
Receiving: Troy Smith, 54 rec., 795 yds., 4 TDs ee Back; had 1,870 career yds. rushing with 
Scoring: Marcellus Harris, 5 TDs, 30 pts . 


C 54 Danny Moore (Sr., 2); 64 Chris Nelson (So., 1) Punting: Andrew Bayes, 65 punts, 43.4 avg. Hosea James DL 6-4 230 Jacksonville, NC 
RG 74 Sherwin Lacewell (So., 1); 62 Robert Parker (So., 1) [MGAUU-SIAUIeIUAST (SIS ci fetes Bate Seated recreate. ¢ i win ence 
RT 76 Anthony Nobles (So., 1); 59 Derrick Gamble (Jr., 0) [RLELAUC HBT Saal Ce heya e= 0) " : : 
TE 81 Buck Collins (Sr., 3); 89 Rashan Burns (So., 1) Sacks: Roderick Coleman, 15 ii teagan & ob¥ E-SrazOL Lakes We 
FL 87 LaMont Chappell (Jr., 2); 86 J.J. McQueen (Sr., 2) Interceptions: Kelvin Suggs, 3 A Daily Reflector AllsArea selection as a senior; a two- 
QB 7 Bobby Weaver (So., 1); 15 Ernest Tinnin (Sr., 3); year Starter at offensive tackle. 
RB 23 Jamie Wilson (So., 1); 22 Leonard Henry (Fr., 0) 1998 Schedule 
HB 4 Marcellus Harris (So., 1); 28 Travis Mazyck (Fr., 0) tae Trimaine Pittman WR 5-8 185 Whitakers, NC 
K 25 Brantley Rivers (Jr., 2); 17 Andrew Bayes (Jr., 2) Rp) a ES INie JoGN AS a quarterback, led team to Class 214 title in 4997; 
Sept. 12 Chattanooga threw for 1,333 yds. and 17 TDs as a senior. 
Sept. 19 at Ohio 

DEFENSE (6) Oct. 3 Army Shaun Rose DL 6-6 305 Wilson, NC 
DT 79 Norris McCleary (Sr., 23); 91 Devone Claybrooks (So., 1) Oct. 10 UAB Sea iene orale nae Pee el 
NG 95 Travis Darden (Sr., 3); 52 Mbayo Anmadu (So., 1) Oct. 17 vs. Alabama@ season. 
DT 6 Brian Johnson (Sr., 3); 98 Maurice Donley (Fr., 0) 4 outhern Mi 
OLB 57 Roderick Coleman (Sr., 3); 58 Freddie Claybrooks (Jr., 2) rey = sro! = Derrick Spencer DL 6-3 250 Clinton, NC 
ILB 84 Jeff Kerr (Jr., 2); 33 Clenton Cochran (So., 4) Nov. 7 t Cincinnati pea aaa a opty balcheper eprops rs 
ILB 1 Brian Ray (So., 1); 50 Kwabena Green (Jr., 1) OV. a incinna | ote past two seasons; collected 75 tackles in 
OLB 96 Marc Yellock (So., 1); 14 Brian Bentley (Sr., 3) Nov. 14 Louisville — 
CB 37 Forrest Foster (Jr., 2); 21 Kevin Monroe (Jr., 2) Nov. 21 at Memphis Bed Thora) | UR Leaioa0t. | PReaona 
CB 31 Chris Satterfield (So., 1); 2 Charlie Robinson (Fr., 0) @Birmingham Made 69 tackles and forced three fumbles last sea- 
SS 40 Kendrick Phillips (Sr., 3); 3 Deeone McKeithan (Sr., 0) = oe Son; first cousin of Miami Dolphins linebacker Zach 
FS 8 Kelvin Suggs (Sr., 3); 13 Kevin Ward (Fr., 0) Rising Star abeapes- 
P 17 Andrew Bayes (Jr., 2) Sophomore receiver/returner Marcellus eave SET ee NT, 

. * . ’ “ ‘ ohn jamson ‘erro Gordo, 
Harris IS East Carolina s “Do Everything Played at Fork Union Military Academy, catching 22 
Man,” running, receiving and returning (ReSssSicSsc ci 

(#) indicates number of returning starters punts and kickoffs. He was one of C- 
NR Ca chee eon TYSON Sm SUM ECR CIMM DI CICM Antwane Yelverton RB/LB 6-0195 Snow Kill, NC 


Fouryear starter on defense; missed four games as 
a senior due to injury but still managed 68 tackles 


coaches will attempt to get the ball in 
Harris’ hands as often as possible. while running for 582 yds. on 81 carries with 14 TDs. 


C-USA 20 ATHLON SporTS COLLEGE FOooTBALL 1998 


. NAME 
Baldwin, Tommie 


HOMETOWN 
Houston, TX 


|. NAME 
60 Lufadeju, Adeleye 


79 Beauford, Jabari Fr. Houston, TX 19 Malone, Micah OLB ; ; 
87 Belcha, Daniel So. Fort Worth, TX 24 Mata, Rafe WR 3 / , 
90 Belli, Adriano Jt. Toronto, ON 73 Mathews, Jeff NT 3 Orlando, FL 
77 Boatner, Patrick Fr. Shalimar, FL 17 McGruder, Bachie CB So. Waxahachie, TX 
40 Boxill, Derrick Sr. Scarborough,ON 16 McKinley, Jason QB So. Austin, TX 
68 Brown, Gregory G Jr. Miami, FL 64 Medford, Jeff Cc Jr. Lufkin, TX 
74 Brown, Wilbert G Sr. Hooks, TX 14 Montgomery, Damien WR So. Houston, TX 
55 Castaneda, Gabriel OL/DL 6-0 242 Fr. Pasadena, TX 54 Novosad, Truett OL 292 Jr. College Station, TX 
50 Charles, Anmad OLB 62 240 Jr. Cleveland, TX 8 Odell, Glenn FS 192 Jr. Stephenville, TX 
27 Conley, Frederick WR 58 188 So. Mount Carmel, TX 76 Owens, Patterson DE 282 Sr. Mobile, AL 
58 Crew, Zach (8 62 225 Fr. Huffman, TX 20 Patrick, Parris RB 200 So. Houston, TX 
5 deGroot, Jason WR 5-10 182 Sr. Santa Fe, TX 20 Pender, Devon DB 192 Sr. Chapel Hill, TX 
4 Delahoussaye,Carl RB 5-8 183 So. Port Arthur, TX 46 Phillips, Lance LB 188 Fr. Friendswood, TX 
84 Dennis, Jonathan TE/FB 6-2 255 Sr. Pensacola, FL 21 Regimbald, Scott TE 229 Jr. Montreal, PQ 
80 DeRouselle, Mike NT 6-2 295 Jr. Houston, TX 51 Richards, Brent OL 64 292 Fr. Richmond, TX 
85 Edwards, Richard WR 5-10 190 Sr. Houston, TX 59 Robertson, James Jr.OL/DL 6-1 230 So. Houston, TX 
48 Epkin, Ubong 1B 6-1 225 Fr. Houston, TX 37 Robinson, Jonathan DB 6-0 220 So. Houston, TX 
43 Ervin, Waymond OLB 6-1 210 Fr, Dallas, TX 10 Rogers, Wayne LB 6-2 236 So. Waco, TX 
35 Fields, William CB 5-10175 Jr. Copperas Cove, TX 41 Russell, Tyrek RB 5-9 199 Jr. Houston, TX 
25 Fisher, Freddie LB 6-1 230 Jr. Cleveland, ™ 91 Saavedra, Joey K 5-7 176 Fr. Friendswood, TX 
24 Forman, Stedmon SS 59 204 Sr. Gariand, TX 7 Sanford, Ketric RB 5-10 200 Jr. Corsicana, TX 
2 Freeman, Brian LB 5-11 222 So. Buffalo, TX 26 Scott, Stephen DB 52 181 So. Houston, TX 
53 Gaines, George 18 6-0 232 Jr. Austin, TX 23 Shipley, Luke DB 60 190 Fr. Conroe, TX 
63 Gamble, Chris C 614 264 Sr. Humble, TX 28 Smith, Marcus CB 5-10 172 So. Dallas, TX 
72 Griffith, Jeremy DL 64 280 Fr Ft.WaltonBch., FL 41 Smith, Mike WR 60 185 Sr. Deland, FL 
34 Hairston, Sam ILB 6-2 240 So. Shalimar, FL 39 Spencer, Halley WR 59 182 Jr. Houston, TX 
47 Hampton, Louis OLB 62 240 Sr. Killeen, TX 89 Spivey, Daamon OL 64 270 So. Missouri City, TX 
38 Hardeman, Cedric S 510200 Sr. Houston, TX 78 Stille, Justin OT 64 290 Jr. San Antonio, TX 
30. Hathorn, James P/K 5-11 173 Jr. Lufkin, TX 52 Stogner, Brant LB 6-2 238 Fr. El Campo, TX 
15 Helton, Tyson QB 6-2 192 Jr. Sugar Land, TX 56 Strong, Kerry C 62 280 Fr. Bridge City, TX 
62 Hendrickson, Ryan G 63 296 So. Arlington, TX 12 Sullivan, Marcus DB 58 152 So. Memphis, TN 
34 Hines, Leon RB 5-7 221 So. Houston, TX 28 Terry, Damien RB 5-9 184 Fr. Houston, TX 
82 Hoelscher, Jason 1B 641 215 So. Houston, TX 13 Thiebaud, Bran QB 6-2 212 So. Corsicana, TX 
31 Holeman, Chad LB 5-11 217 So. Sugarland, TX 96 Tremblay, Robin DE 6-2 280 Fr. Anc-Lorette, PQ 
418 Iglesias, Orlando WR 6-3 215 So. Miami, FL 93 Waddell, Mike K 60 195 Sr. LaPorte, TX 
6 Inniss, Vaughn RB 5-9 194 Sr. Baytown, TX 1 Walker, Theoran LB 61 238 Sr. Houston, TX 
51 James, Patrick DOT 63 270 Jr. Harvey,LA 47 Walton, Caleb RB 62 238 So. Houston, TX 
69 Johnson, Charles OT 63 315 Sr, Tuscaloosa, AL 22 White, Emile FS 60 210 So. Houston, TX 
56 Jones, Brian OLB 6-0 213 Fr. Inez, T 6 Williams, David DB 5-9 172 So. Sweeny, TX 
91 Jones, Joe LB 5-9 251 JrCumberland Vall. TX 31 Williams, Elijah RB 5-7 219 Jr. Houston, TX 
41 Kareem, Sharif Abdul LB 6-2 256 Sr. Houston, TX 23 Williams, Kendall WR 5-10 185 So. Dallas, TX 
88 Kelley, Ed TE 6-5 256 So. Houston, TX 42 Williamson, Raul LB 58 182 So. San Antonio, TX 
92 Knepper, Mike DE 6-2 283 Jr. Garland, TX 36 Wilson, Eric SS 5-10 193 So. Spring, TX 
61 Lewis, Travis OL 60 269 So. Texas City, TX 12 Woods, Ray Jr. WR 60 186 Fr. Woodbridge, VA 
18 Lightfoot, Dwon CB 5-8 177 So. Houston, TX 65 Woody, Nathan G 64 280 So. Waco, TX 
71 = Lovelady, Josh OT 63 320 So. Midfield, TX 55 Wyatt, Solomon OLB 6-3 249 Fr. Dallas, TX 
70 Lowery, Drew OT 65 282 Fr. Tyler, 32 Zajac, Mike SS 62 220 Fr. Dallas, TX 
86 Luna, Ivan P 5-8 223 So.Farmers Branch, TX 


OFFENSE (9) 


Depth Chart 


WR 39 Halley Spencer (Jr., 1); 85 Richard Edwards (Sr., 2) 


iT 
LG 


71 Josh Lovelady (So., 1); 79 Jabari Beauford (Fr., 0) 
68 Gregory Brown (Jr., 2); 62 Ryan Hendrickson (So., 1) 


C 64 Jeff Medford (Jr., 2); 54 Truett Novosad (Jr., 2) 


74 Wilbert Brown (Sr., 3); 65 Nathan Woody (So., 1) 

78 Justin Stille (Jr., 2); 69 Charles Johnson (Sr., 2) 

21 Scott Regimbald (Jr., 2); 84 Jonathan Dennis (Sr., 3) 

18 Orlando Iglesias (So., 1); 5 Jason deGroot (Sr., 3) 

16 Jason McKinley (So., 1); 15 Tyson Helton (Jr., 2) 

14 Damien Montgomery (So., 0); 23 Kendall Williams (So., 1) 
7 Ketric Sanford (Jr., 2); 6 Vaughn Inniss (Sr., 1) 


K 93 Mike Waddell (Sr., 0); 91 Joey Saavedra (Fr., 0) 


DEFENSE (3) 


Top Returning Leaders 
Passing: Jason McKinley, 166-314-1,910-11, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Ketric Sanford, 151 car., 636 yds., 3 TDs 
Receiving: Orlando Iglesias, 33 rec., 529.yds., 2 TDs 
Scoring: Ketric Sanford, 3 TDs, 2 PATs, 20 pts 
Punting: none 


Kicking: none 

Tackles: Micah Malone, 70, 47 solo 

Sacks: Mike DeRouselle and Louis Hampton, 2 
Interceptions: Stedmon Forman, 1 


1998 Schedule 


76 Patterson Owens (Sr., 1); 92 Mike Knepper (Jr., 2) 
80 Mike DeRouselle (Jr., 2); 51 Patrick James (Jr., 0) 
90 Adriano Belli (Jr., 2); 72 Jeremy Griffith (Fr., 0) 
OLB 19 Micah Malone (Jr., 2); 43 Waymond Ervin (Fr., 0) 
ILB 10 Wayne Rogers (So., 1); 1 Theoran Walker (Sr., 1) 
ILB 34 Sam Hairston (So., 1); 52 Brant Stogner (Fr., 0) 
OLB 50 Ahmad Charles (Jr., 2); 47 Louis Hampton (Sr., 1) 


CB 40 Derrick Boxill (Sr., 0); 26 Stephen Scott (So., 0) 
CB 35 William Fields (Jr., 2); 27 Frederick Conley (So., 0) 


SS 24 Stedmon Forman (Sr., 3); 36 Eric Wilson (So., 0) 


FS 22 Emile White (So., 1); 6 David Williams (So., 0) 


P86 Ivan Luna (So., 0) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


Sept. 5 at California 
Sept. 12 Minnesota 
Sept.19 UCLA 
Sept. 26 at Tennessee 

Oct. 3 Memphis 

Oct.10 Army 

Oct. 24 at North Texas 

Oct. 31 at East Carolina 

Nov. 7 Southern Miss 

Nov. 14 at Cincinnati 

Nov. 21 at Tulane 


Rising Star 

A year ago, talent evaluators thought 
Orlando Iglesias might one day be a player, 
but this quickly? As a freshman last fall, the 


Cuban native earned C-USA all-freshman 
honors thanks to his 33 receptions and 
yards-per-catch average of 16.0. Iglesias has 
played organized football only three years. 


Head Coach 
Kim Helton 


1998 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Josh Ballard OL 64 285 Corsicana, TX 
Member of The Dallas Morning News area Top 100 
list; an AllBig 12 Region selection by the National 
Recruiting Advisor. 

Sam Breeden WR 6-3 200 Hamlet, NC 
Played wide receiver at Fork Union Military Academy 
in Virginia; caught six TDs last season. 

Clint deGroot DB 6-0 180 Santa Fe, TX 
Made three ints. last season; first-team Al-District 
234A. 

Percy Forman LB 6-1 210 Garland, TX 
A member of The Dallas Morning News area Top 100 
list; recorded nine sacks and three ints. last season. 
Arthur Gissendanner LB 6-3200 Bradenton, FL 
A firstteam all-district selection as a senior in 1997; 
recorded 70.5 tackles last year. 

Mike Green RB 6-0 230 Houston, TX 
Rushed for 414 yds. on 120 carries for Blinn JC in 
1997; rated one of the top juco recruits by Super 
Prep. 

Karion Hill RB 6-1 205 Deland, FL 
One of the state's Top 100 recruits by the Orlando 
Sentinel, rushed for 1,460 yds. and 15 TDs in 1997. 
Kenny Hill CB 5-9 190 Galveston, TX 
Made 25 tackles for Blinn JC last season; finished 
career with 53 tackles. 

Greg Holte DB 6-1 185 Bradenton, FL 
An honorable mention all-area selection last year; 
recorded six ints. last season, 

Jerrian James WR 6-1 185 Galveston, TX 
A first team All-Southwest Junior College Football 
Conference selection at Navarro JC last season; 
Caught 42 passes for 452 yds. in 1997. 

Pat James DL 6-3 270 Harvey, LA 
Had 15 sacks for Tyler Junior College in 1997; 
posted 78 tackles on the year. 

TJ. Light DE 6-3 271 Lumberton, TX 
Named a National junior College Athletic Association 
firstteam All-Amencan in 1997. 

Jeremy Maxon LB 6-2 220 Shelby, MS 
Recorded 125 tackles at Mississippi Delta Commu- 
nity College last season; eared All-Region 23 hon- 
ors. 

Jeremy McCardell LB 6-1 210 New Caney, TX 
An All-Big 12 Region selection by the National Recrult- 
ing Advisor, recorded 61 tackles last season. 
Reggie Mediock DB 5-11175 Irving, TX 
Posted 104 tackles and seven ints. as a junior in 
high school; named an All-Big 12 Region choice by 
the National Recruiting Advisor. 

Jason Parker DB 5-9 180 Chesapeake, VA 
Played 10 games at defensive back and wide receiver 
for Fork Union Military Academy in Virginia; caught 
three TD passes and made six ints. 

Kevin Payne DL 6-5 280 Orlando, FL 
Named one of the Top 100 in Florida by the Orlando 
Sentinel; graded at 87 percent by his coaches for the 
season as 3 defensive lineman. 

Leif Penn RB 5-9 190 Miami Beach, FL 
A 1997 first-team all-district selection; ran for 745 
yds. and seven TDs last year. 

Jon Pritchett TE 6-4 220 Friendswood, TX 
Named the MVP of District 22-44 his senior year; an 
All-Big 12 selection by the National Recruiting Advi- 
Sor. 

Joffrey Reynolds RB 5-11 200 Tyler, TX 
Rushed for 1,826 yds. and 15 TDs as a senior; an 
All-District 212-54 selection last season. 

Brian Robinson WR 6-4 175 Daytona Bch., FL 
Named the No. 8 receiver in Florida by the Florida 
Times Union; caught 31 passes for 515 yds. and five 
TDs. 

Eric Terrel OL 6-7 270 Amarillo, TX 
Preseason AllAmerica honoree by Tom Lemming; 
named to The Dallas Morning News Top 100 list. 
Damon Terrell RB 5-10190 Gadsden, AL 
A two-time all-state choice; rushed for 760 yds. on 
100 carries as a senior. 

Pat Walker QB/K 6-4 225 Walker, LA 
Played quarterback and kicker positions for last three 
prep seasons; completed 39 of 82 passes for 490 
yds. in five games last season before an injury. 
Chris Wheeler OL 6-3 285 Houston, TX 
Rated the 65th best player in Texas by SuperPrep; All- 
Big 12 Region selection by the National Recruiting 
Advisor. 

Rufus Williams DL 6-6 250 Daytona Bch., FL 
First-team all-state; one of the Top 100 recruits in the 
nation according to SuperPrep, credited with 122 
tackles and 19 sacks last season. 

Ray Woods Jr. DB 6-0 186 Woodbridge, VA 
Enrolled at Houston in January; played defensive 
back and wide receiver for Fork Union Military Acad- 
emy in Virginia; caught five TD passes. 


C-USA 21 


1997 Record: Head Coach 


John L. Smith 


1998 Louisville Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN - 
91 Anderson, Braxton DL 6-5 270 So. Franklin, KY 86 McDonald, Brian WR 5-9 170 So. Louisville, KY 1998 Signees 
36 Bennett, Nate K 6-0 170 Sr. Irvine, CA 72 McGary, Walter OL 6-9 350 Fr. Kennesaw, GA NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
27 Bibb, Don DB 6-1 180 Jr. Louisville, KY 43 Matthews, Karnell DB 511180 Jr. St. Louis, MO Mike: Brown RB 511200 _Lowisville, KY 
27 Binford, Michael RB 57 160 Fr. Columbus,OH 32 Moreau, Frank RB 6-2 240 Jr.- Elizabethtown, KY first-team all-state selection by The Louisville Courier- 
93 Bonner, Anthony DT 6-3 280 So. Louisville, KY 21 Mosby, Danny WR 5-8 160 Jr. Louisville, KY  Joumal; carried the ball 288 times for 2.069 yds. 
38 Borseth, Jeremy P 6-2 200 Sr.  GreenBay,WI 70 Nord, Rick OL 66 300 Sr. Louisville, KY 394 31 TDs as a senior. 
82 Boyd, Lavell WR 6-4 205 Jr Louisville, KY 77 O'Shaughnessy, Joe OL 6-2 290 So, Columbus, OH 
21 Boykin, Jason DB 5-10 180 Fr. Kent, OH 54 Pardue, Dan OL 6-3 270 Sr. Scottsville, KY Alten Carroll WR 5-10 165 Tulsa, OK 
30 Brant, Greg RB 5-10 190 Fr. Columbus,OH 14 Purry, DarShay DB 5-10185 Sr. Detroit, Ml | Caught 14 passes for 205 yds. in one season at 
41 Burrell, Xavier DB 6-2 200 So. Fort Polk, LA 85 Ramey, Tom TE 6-2 240 Jr. Louisville, KY Northeastern Oklahoma; runs a 4.4 in the 40. 
46 Butler, Zach OB 5-9 170 Jr. Huntsville, AL 7 Redman, Chris QB 6-3 205 Jr. Louisville, KY 
65 Byrd, Anthony OL 6-5 285 Jr Bedford Hehts..OH 62 Richardson, Josh OL 6-5 280 Jr. Fort Wayne, IN 
58 Caswell, Jason \B 6-2 230 Jr BedfordHghts., 0H © 3 Roundtree, Antonio DB 5-9 175 So. Jacksonville, FL peemndad ae tackles and itercented tie proses os 
31 Charasika, Tendai RB 5-7 190 So. Louisville, KY 59 Sexton, Matt DE 6-2 235 So. Ferguson, KY a senior; a two-time all-metro and all-city selection. 
55 Collins, Andre LB 6-0 «225 Jr. Cincinnati, OH 88 Sheffield, Charles WR 6-2 190 Jr. Covington, KY 
26 Collins, LeRoy RB 6-0 190 Jr. Hudson, NY 45 Shively, Brett LB 6-1 205 Sr Tallahassee, FL 
33. Corley, Martise LB 6-2 196 So. Detroit, Ml 47  Sholly, Jeff TE 6-2 240 Sr. Henderson, KY eee ee eolege Rrrecei ae 
61 Dardzinski, Aaron OL 6-2 265 Fr. Garfield Hghts.,OH 42 Stallings, Tony OB 60 185 Fr. Bedford, OH gaining 964 yards on 136 carries and 41 TDs for 
97 Dawson, Ardante’ DL 6-5 235 Fr. Miami, FL 69 Suski, Jon OL 65 305 Jr. Detroit, MI Alfred State College. 
94 Dennis, James DE 6-3 233 Sr. Bedford, OH 28 Taylor, Dewayne RB 5-11 200 So. Mobile, AL 
19 Dinkins, Courtney DB 61 190 Jr. Detroit, MI 5 Veeneman, Steve K 58 155 F. Fort Wright, KY 
76 Eble, Rob OL 6-7 275 Fr. Marietta, GA 39 Walker, Adriel DB 6-1 185 Fr. Madison, AL eae ae ea 460 Anniston, AL 
17 Floyd, Otis LB 6-2 220 Sp Southfield, Ml 18 Ware, Yeasive WR 6-5 200 Jr Eufaula, AL acces for 400 ys. ard tea TDe as 4 senior to 
4 Gaines, Brian DB 5-10 185 Fr. Daytona Beach, FL 40 Washington, David TE 63 220 Jr. Maitland, FL —_ earn All-Calhoun County honors, 
74 Gantous, Mike DT 6-3 290 Jr. Shaker Hghts.,OH 11 Watkins, Mike QB 64 200 So. Fort Pierce, FL 
9 Goodman, Caswell LB 6-3 220 Sr. Miami, FL 37 Williams, Rico WR 5-8 200 Sr. Georgetown, KY 
6 Green, Ibn TE 6-2 225 Jr Louisville, KY 15 Williams,Waymon TE 6-1 205 So. St. Petersburg, FL et ree Pens bes ae acted 
68 Greene, Carl OL 67 270 Fr Louisville, KY 29 Wyatt, Jason DE 6-2 235 Sr. Detroit, Mi |G." ancieca CO after patching 42 passes for GO! 
71 Grivna, Mark OL 6-10 330 Jr. Brook Park, OH 28 Yarbourgh, Herb DB 6-1 194 Jr. Louisville, KY yds. and five TDs. 
13 Gumm, Gary QB 6-4 210 Fr. Louisville, KY 51 Zariczny, P.J. OL 6-2 280 Sr. Bayonne, NJ 
25 Hamler, Calvin WR 6-0 185 fr. WaverlyHall,GA 12 Zebich, Frank K 59 160 Fr. Louisville, KY 
52 Harris, Rashad 1B 63 210 So, Huntsville, AL 98 Zilko, Randy DL 6-2 235 So. Pittsburgh, PA iy kines Ae aaeah GRAaae bacon wine 
4 fee iis a ee or th Seat ati school; played the fast two seasons at Georgia Mili- 
i i 7 tary College. 
2 Holman, Rashad DB 5-10 175 So, Louisville, KY : . 
87 Hooks, Kevin WR 5-10 144 Fr. Frankfort, KY 
10 Jackson, Arnold WR 5-9 165 Jr. Jacksonville, FL =e seed Roehl Shera chats 
99 Johnson, Grant DL 6-3 290 Fr. Marrero, LA O7s ile i 
56 Jones, Larry OL 6-3 300 Fr. Smyrna, GA FOP SOS HEALD SEESCOS: 
= Kennedy, Derrick OL aa 270 Jr. Bowling Green, KY 
Lennon, Chad § 265 Fr. Indian Rock Bch., FL Michael Josiah DE 63 225 Hoover, AL 
5 McBarnette, Geoff 280 Jr. Peachtree City, GA Has played just two seasons of organized football; 


recorded 60 tackles and eight sacks last season. 


Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders 


OFFENSE (8) Passing: Chris Redman, 261-225-3,079-14, 18 TDs 


WR 40 Amold Jack (In, 1); 37 Rico Will (St, 1) Rushing: Frank Moreau, 120 car., 573 yds., 5 TDs 
rnold Jackson (Jr., 1); ico Williams (Sr. 
ce . u Receiving: Ibn Green, 55 rec., 734 yds., 8 TDs 
LT 65 Anthony Byrd (Jr., 2); 62 Josh Richardson (Jr., 1) Scoring: i Gisah cael Anon’ ee 8 TDs, 48 pts 
LG 69 Jon Suski (Jr., 2); 77 Joe O'Shaughnessy (So., 1) Punti iJ Barseth BR punt 40 4 ; : 
C 51 PJ. Zariczny (Sr., 1); 64 Aaron Dardzinski (Fr., 0) unting: Jeremy Borseth, 68 punts, 40.4 avg. 


Chip Mattingly LB 6-2 225 Louisville, KY 
A third-team all-state selection; rated the 102nd best 
product in the Dixie Region by SuperPrep. 


Ernest Maxine DB 58 150 Miami, FL 
First-team All-Northern California selection at Sacra- 
mento City College last season. 


RG 70 Rick Nord (Sr, 3); 75 Geoff McBarnette (Jr., 0) Kicking: Jon Hilbert, 6-7 FGs, 23-24 XP 

RT 71 Mark Grivna (Jr, 1); 72 Walter McGary (Fr., 0) Tackles: Courtney Dinkins, 70, 45 solo 

TE 6 Ibn Green (Jr., 2); 47 Jeff Sholly (Sr., 2) Sacks: Mike Gantous, 3.5 ee ‘ pete uae Ae eae 
WR 82 Lavell Boyd (Jr., 1); 21 Danny Mosby (Jr., 1) Interceptions: Don Bibb, 3 Garfield High School to an 8-2 record; carried the ball 
WR 88 Charles Sheffield (Jr., 1); 18 Yeasive Ware (Jr., 2) 243 times for 1,539 yds, and 24 TDs. 


QB 7 Chris Redman (Jr., 2); 11 Mike Watkins (So., 1) 
RB. 32 Frank Moreau (Jr., 2); 26 LeRoy Collins (Jr., 0) 1998 Schedule Sorc taeeh as Saabs uliciece dhe 
K 23 Jon Hilbert (Sr., 1); 36 Nate Bennett (Sr., 0) Sept. 5 Kentucky First-team Division | all-state; threw for 2,827 yds. 
Sept. 12 at Utah and 25 TDs as a senior. 
DEFENSE (7) Sept. 19 at Illinois 

, Ariel Rodriguez OL 65 345 Tampa, FL 
DE Reggie Hargrove (Jr., 0); 97 Ardante’ Dawson (Fr., 0) Sept. 26 Boston College Three-year letterwinner at Jesuit: High School; led 
DT 96 Derrick Kennedy (Jr., 2); 91 Braxton Anderson (So., 1) Oct. 3 Cincinnati a e its first playoff appearance since 1992 fast 
DT 74 Mike Gantous (Jr., 2); 93 Anthony Bonner (So., 0) Oct. 10 at Southern Miss eM 
DE 94 James Dennis (Sr., 3); 98 Randy Zilko (So., 1) 
LB 20 Bud Herring (So., 1); 9 Caswell Goodman (Sr., 2) ae 7 - es pee sea of teh as ¢ pe y 
LB 52 Rashad Harris (So., 1); 58 Jason Caswell (Jr., 2) Ct. sdb adhs ee ee tae ee 
LB 17 Otis Floyd (Sr., 2); 33 Martise Corley (So., 1) Oct. 31 Western Kentucky 
CB 27 Don Bibb (Jr., 2); 14 Dar-Shay Purry (Sr., 2) Nov. 14 at East Carolina ee Beisieieae Wiad aneAL 
CB 2 Rashad Holman (So., 1); 3 Antonio Roundtree (So., 1) Nov. 21 Arm A twotime all-city selection; recorded 78 tackles and 


41 Xavier Burrell (So., 1); 4 Brian Gaines (Fr., 0) 
19 Courtney Dinkins (Jr., 2); 42 Tony Stallings (Fr., 0) 
P 38 Jeremy Borseth (Sr., 3) 


Rising Star 11 Sacks last season. 
Although only 17 at the time, Rashad 
Harris began his freshman season as 
Louisville’s starting middle linebacker. 


Devon Thomas DE 6-2 235 Jacksonville, FL 
Recorded 16 sacks as a senior last season despite 
playing DE in only passing situations; rated the 7ist 


I fi wPrep. 
(#) indicates number of returning starters Bessibl ayer. Jolanda Dy SUperrien, 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


He has already drawn comparisons to 
former Cardinal standout Tyrus McCloud. 
A fine student and quality young man, 
Harris’ future is very bright. 


Justin Thomas WR 60 175 Sunrise, FL 
A firstteam All-Broward County selectee; had 41 
catches for 675 yds. and 11 TDs last year. 
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1998 Memphis Roster C-USA Record: Rip Scherer 


NO. NAME POS. HT, WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN =| 
92 Adams, Matt P 61 206 Jr. Collierville, TN 29 Jones, Jamie DB 6-3 176 So, Laurel, MS 1998 Signees 
94 Arnold, Andre DE 6-3 225 Fr. Columbus, GA 24 Jones, P.T. WR 6-1 195 Jr Laurel, MS = NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
31 Arnold, Gerard RB 58 194 Jr. Lexington, TN 88 Kendall, Billy TE 65 227 So. Bowie, MD Travis Anglin QB 6-4 190 Columbus, GA 
51 Austin, Jason C 64 298 Fr Athens, GA 57 Lanctot, Rodney DE 6-2 220 So. Crescent City,FL Passed for 920 yds. and 10 TDs while rushing for 
98 Bailey, Brian DE 63 236 Jr Memphis, TN 50 Lawless, Tramont DE 6-3 239 Jr. Nashville, TN 980 yds. and 13 TDs last season. 

99 Bailey, James LB 5-9 221 So, Somerville, TN 70 Lewis, Calvin DT 63 273 So. Riverdale, GA Jeremy Baptist DB 6-0 180 Memphis, TN 
34 Bailey, Rashad FR «5-11 218 Jr. Newark, DE 61 Marioni, Robert DS 5-9 189 So. Memphis, TN Played on the 1996 Tennessee state Class 3A cham- 
28 Bashir, Idrees DB 6-2 192 Fr. Decatur,GA 4 McKenzie, Mike DB 6-1 185 Jr. Miami, FL —_Pionship team; hed five ints. in 1997. 
20. Bazemore, Jeff DB 5-10 189 Sr. Montgomery,AL 79 Middlebrooks, Tavares OT 6-3 317 Jr. | Manchester,GA tony Brown LB 6-3 225 Chattanooga, TN 
54 Bell, Marcus DT 6-2 295 So. Memphis, TN 26 Morency, Vernet RB 5-10 195 Fr. Miami, FL Average 14 tackles a game as a senior; set a school 
33 Blevins, Darrius WR 6-3 212 Sr. Morristown, TIN 80 Morris, Justin K 58 152 Fr. Paris, TN record with 22 tackles in one game. 

52 Boatman, Michael LB 6-1 226 Jr. Plantation, FL 85 Munson, Trey WR 6-3 174 So. Rochester, Ml Jeff Cameron TE 6-4 227 Marietta, GA 
91 Bowling, Marquis DT 62 247 Sr. Memphis, TN 25 Nesbitt, Chance FL 6-1 185 Fr. Columbia, SC Runs a 4.7 in the 40; a high school teammate of 
14 Britt, Brad DB 5-11 193 So. Bartlett, TN 60 O'Dell, Austin OT 6-4 282 So. Memphis, TN Tiger quarterback Stephen Galbraith. 
22 Brooks, Jonathan DB 60 199 So. P.B.Gardens,FL 23 Powell, Fred DB 5-10 190 So. Kingsport, TN  Bashkim Celaj OL 6-5 270 ‘Armonk, NY 
83 Bums, Jeran WR 5-11 170 Sr Memphis, TN Powers, Chris C 64 254 Jr. Memphis, TN An All-Westchester County selection as an offensive 
89 Cande, Jim P/K 6-1 185 Jr Germantown, TN 27 Prentiss, Larry DB 6-1 182 Jr. Vicksburg, MS _tackle for three years; earned all-state last year, 

6 Cobb, Keith DB 510174 Sr. Cleveland, TN 35. Riley, Teofilo RB 6-0 212 Jp. Memphis, TN Darche Epting RB 6-1 245 Dallas, TX 
1 Coutain, Ken FL 62 214 Jr Miami, FL 55 Rocconi, Joe LB/DS 6-0 231 Jr. Collierville, TN — Rushed for more than 1,700 yds. in 1997; caught 23 
9 Dodson, Damien FL 5-9 164 Jr Memphis, TN 30 Sanders, Jeff RB 5-11 195 Fr. Coral Springs, FL Passes for 360 yds. and threw for one TD. 

Eargle, Josh G 62 265 Fr. Sulphur Springs, TX 69 Santibanez,Manny DE 6-3 236 Sr. Miami, FL Ross Estes LB 6-3 230 Cincinnati, OH 
49 Ervin, Ivory DB 5-9 186 So. Memphis, TN 36 Scruggs, Jeremy FB 5-11 222 Jr. Memphis, TN _ A post-graduate football player for Hargrave Military 
78 Esposito, Lou OT 65 325 Jr Manapalan, NJ 64 Sells, Ron OT 6-5 288 Sr Pikeville, TN Academy; started nine games in 1997 and was cred- 
40 Evans, Kenton QB 6-3 200 So, Memphis, IN 13 Sermon, Al WR 6-4 185 So. Daytona Beach, AL Wed with 45 tackles. 

5 Floyd, Richie WR 6-1 195 Sr. Mayfield, KY 62 Seymour, Tim G 61 292 Jr Brownsville, TN ‘Trey Eyre OL 6-3 290 Baton Rouge, LA 
96 Frier, TJ. DT 62 299 Sr. Newbern, IN 48 Shakir, Kamal 1B 6-0 229 So. Norcross, GA _All-district, all-metro and all-state last season; 
19 Galbraith, Stephen QB 60 203 So. Marietta, GA 45 Shank,DeMorrio OLB 5-11228 So, LaGrange, GA helped team to. a 9-2 record last year. 

77 Gibson, Julian G 62 279 Fr. Elizabeth, NJ. 74 Sherrod, David oT 6-5 316 Fr. Atkins, AR Matt Gehrke OL 6-3 265 Mesquite, TX 
92 Hall, Draper LB 5-11 219 Fr Little Rock, AR 72 Slaton, Jarvis DT 6-3 265 So. Tucker, GA First-team all-district for two years; led the district in 

Hampton, DeCoryre OL 6-7 320 Fr Memphis, TN 2 Stewart, Jeremy DB 60 202 Sr. Memphis, TN Punting. 

28 Harmon, Tori RB 5-7 189 Jr. Memphis, TN 7 Stiles, Caspor OLB 6-0 220 Jr. Houston, TX Joe Gerda DL 6-5 255 Kennesaw, GA 

40 Harper, George OLB 60 226 Fr. Norcross, GA 14 Suber, Neil QB 6-1 228 Fr. Woodstock, GA Finished senior year with 69 tackles. and 10 sacks; 

16 Harris, Jason DB 6-2 192 Jr. Memphis, TN 93. Tsatsaronis, Nick OLB 6-2 226 Fr. Montreal, PQ AS 24.9 in the 40. 

12 Harris, Michael QB 59 188 So. Hendersonville, TN 46 Tucker, Brandon FB 5-10 225 Jr. Millington, TN —_ Ben Graves P 6-3 190 Waynesboro, MS 

90 Hedgepeth, Reid TE 63 235 So. Memphis, TN 58 Volimar, Tommy DT 6-2 258 So. Memphis, TN _ Punted 36 times for 1,469 yds, last season at Jones 

65 Hicks, Artis G 64 281 F. Jackson, IN 61 White, Kevin LB 6-0 219 So. Munford, TN. County Je. 

41 Howard, Reginald DB 5-11 175 Jr. Memphis, TN 82 White, Ryan K 5-10 183 Fr. Lilburn, GA Andrew Harden RB 5-10 180 Dallas, TX 

26 Hunter, Ricardo DB 5-10 202 So. Memphis, TN 12 Williams, lan OLB 64 228 So. Brampton, ON Twin brother of Tiger signee Anthony Harden; aildis- 

53. Irby, Corey LB 5-10 230 Jr. Meridian, MS PCE SEEN pase ent 

i Irby, Kosha Be 6-0 185 et Nashville, TN Anthony Harden DB 5-10 170 Dallas, TX 
Jack, Marcus 5-9 182 Hamilton, ON Registered 31 tackles and four ints. last season as 
86 Jones, Alanda 6-0 222 So. Malvern, AR a alldistrict performer; runs a 10.6 in the 100-meter 


dash. 


Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders  pericicsamon we 6-1 160 Memphis, 1 
OFFENSE (7) Passing: Stephen Galbraith, 4-13-52-1, 0 TDs See aetistee free er Oso, eta 


Rushing: Gerard Arnold, 145 car., 613 yds., 4 TD: ; 
SE 5 Richie Floyd (Sr. 2); 33 Darrius Blevins (Sr., 2) . a Bm Deshaun Harris RB 6-0 185 Memphis, TN 


iving: Richi | . yds. 7 2 TDs in 1997; 
LT 64 Ron Sells (Sr., 3); 79 Tavares Middlebrooks (Jr., 2) areal a pity hae es aS pte: : oa wry ccroa erie Wrasse heseoniere Cote 
LG 62 Tim Seymour (Jr, 2); 77 Julian Gibson (Fr., 0) © e e MCane, SOS eee 3A All-State team. 
Cc Chris Powers (Sr., 3); 51 Jason Austin (Fr., 0) Punting: none Corey Irby 1B 511230 ‘Meridian, MS 
RG 65 Artis Hicks (Fr., 0); Josh Eargle (Fr., 0) Kicking: Jim Cande, 6-9 FGs, 18-20 XP Named to the secondteam all-state junior college 
RT 78 Lou Esposito (Jr., 1); 74 David Sherrod (Fr., 0) Tackles: Mike McKenzie, 72, 45 solo Fp cenit ape alas ah 
TE 90 Reid Hedgepeth (So., 1); 88 Billy Kendall (So., 1) Sacks: Marquis Bowling, 11 Les raters en hen pasos bier i 
FL 9 Damien Dodson (Jr., 2); 1 Ken Coutain (r., 0) Interceptions: Mike McKenzie and Jeremy Stewart, 2 [React fone Tiger defensive eierean ‘Anthony 
QB 10 Kenton Evans (So., 1); 19 Stephen Galbraith (So., 1) Penchion. 
FB 36 Jeremy Scruggs (Jr., 1); 46 Brandon Tucker (Jr., 1) Larry Prentiss DB 6-1 182 Vicksburg, MS 
RB 31 Gerard Amold (Jr., 1); 35 Teofilo Riley (Jr., 2) 1998 Schedule Named to the Mississipp! Junior College All-State 
K 89 Jim Cande (Jr., 1); 82 Ryan White (Fr., 0) Sept.5 at Mississippi Eee at Hinds Conepay, Coulee 
Sept. 12 Mississippi State Ceahnta eeen re an a je maessyet O 
‘ au; passes for yds. and a in A 
DEFENSE (8) Sept. 19 at Minnesota has 40 career receptions; alltegion and all-metro. 
DE 69 Manny Santibanez (Sr., 3); 72 Jarvis Slaton (So., 1) Oct. 3 at Houston waked Sag DB on 185 i privet 
DT 91 Marquis Bowling (Sr., 3); 70 Calvin Lewis (So., 1) Oct. 10 Arkansas SER tt 
DT 96 T.J. Frier (Sr., 3); 54 Marcus Bell (So., 1) Oct.17 = Cincinnati 
Cortez Stok DL 6-5 270 Chattanooga, TN 
DE 50 Tramont Lawless (Jr. 2); 57 Rodney Lanctot (So., 0) Oct. 24 at Louisville Ai nein anit Alhaitondces evecogait 41" tacos 
LB 52 Michael Boatman (Jr., 1); 92 Draper Hall (Fr., 0) Oct. 31. Arkansas State per game in 1997. 
LB 48 Kamal Shakir (So., 1); 45 DeMorrio Shank (So., 1) Nov. 7 Tulane Glenn Sumter DB 6-1 185 Detroit, MI 
LB 7 Caspor Stiles (Jr., 2); 12 lan Williams (So., 1) : . Had more than 1,000 yards rushing and 1.000 pass- 
CB 4 Mike McKenzie (Jr., 2); 23 Fred Powell (So., 1) Nov. 14 — at Southern Miss ee Fes ARE SO SPEED. 
CB 6 Keith Cobb (Sr., 3); 41 Reginald Howard Ur., 0) Nov. 21 East Carolina Tommy Volimar DT 6-2 249 Memphis, TN 
SS 27 Larry Prentiss (Jr., 0); 18 Kosha Irby (So., 1) Ri si ng Star See Ace nin Uwecloes or olebinoerie 
FS 2 Jeremy Stewart (Sr., 3); 22 Jonathan Brooks (So., 1) ; a uel Den TR ARO eh Mamennee a 
P 92 Matt Adams (Jr., 0); 89 Jim Cande (Jr, 1) Sophomore linebacker Kamal Shakir Altstate, Al-Shelby Metro and all-region; Minighed 
enjoyed a fabulous first season, earning FReamimierenee cs 
Sporting News Freshman All-America [RSnrc ico maya me C OME TIC aT 
(#) indicates number of returning starters honors. A fine student, Shakir could be HSE SE cecilia 
BOLD indicates returning starters 3 M who scored 24 TDs last season. 
Number after class indicates letters won Memphis’ next Danton Barto, an under- 


Roberto Young LB 6-1 209 St. Louis, MO 
Credited with 89 tackles and five blocked passes last 


sized linebacker who competed with 
great determination and heart. season. 
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1998 Southern Miss Roster CUA Record: left Bower 


NO, NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN . 

8 Balazik, Brian QB 6-2 185 So. Homewood, AL 32 Onton: Kon WR 5-11 172 Sr. Pace, FL 1998 Signees 

20 Barnes, Leo DB 6-0 205 So. Hattiesburg, MS 24 Parrish, Terrance DB 5-11 186 Jr. Theodore, AL NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 

45 Bell, Brian A. DB 6-0 206 Sr  Toomsuba,MS 80 Pinkston, Todd WR 6-2 163 Jr. Forest, MS Jeremy Bridges OL 6-4 275 McComb, MS 

79 Bell, Brian F. OL 6-6 277 Jr. Atmore, AL 65 Pope O'Lester OL 6-6 354 Sr. Utica, MS _First-team all-state; county MVP, runs 25.0 in the 40. 

46 Bell, Royal LB 6-0 228 Jr. Greenville, MS 53 Powell, Reese MLB 6-2 235 Fr. Butler, AL Roosevelt Brown DE 6-3 275 Pensacola, FL 

70 Blackmon, Shederick OL 6-6 335 Jr. Pensacola, FL 18 Purser, Jamie K/P 6-0 190 Jr Red Bay, AL Recorded 80 tackles as a sophomore at Hinds CC; 

47 Brown, Marvin OLB 6-1 218 Jr. Rolling Fork, MS 63 Reed, Mike OL 6-4 250 Jr. Daphne, AL all-state player in high school, 

12 Brutley, Dayron DB 5-11 180 Fr. Eufaula, AL 27 Reeves, Bryan K 60 155 So, Moulton, AL Cable Davis QB 6-4 215 Oak Grove, CA 

62 Caton, Keith DS 6-1 219 Jr Mobile, AL 5 Roberts, Lee QB 6-12 196 Sr. Pace, FL Over two seasons, passed for more than 4,800 yds. 

86 Causey, Nathaniel TE 6:5 231 (Sr: Tupelo, MS 78 Scott, DeQuincy DL 6-2 275 So. Laplace, LA and 47 TDs at Butte CC; named all-conference and 

66 Chambers, Tre’ OL 6-4 270 Fr. Forrest, MS 41 Scott, Deric DL 6-1 251 So. Monroeville, AL !fe8/0n. 

50 Chapman, Anthony OLB 5-11 198 So, Gulfport, MS 40 Scott, Eric LB 6-0 230 So. Monroeville, AL ‘Derrick DelmarterLB 6-2 215 Millry, AL 

12. Cribbs, Tommy DB 5-11187 Sr  Columbus,MS 96 Scott, Cedric DL 6-5 265 So. Gulfport, MS ee ee ee ae ee 

84 Dantzler, Orlando TE 6-4 262 Fr. Purvis, MS 50 Sears, Corey MLB 6-2 215 Fr. Montgomery, AL a ms : pore aes, Sia tac crane h 

74 Davidson, Richie OL 6-2 265 Sr. WamerRobbins,GA 25 Shaw, Eddie WR 6-0 186 Sr. Magee, MS lls Dix . ee nares) 

6 Eskridge, John DL 64 220 Jr. Riverview, FL 34 Slaughter, TJ. OLB 6-2 217 Jr. Birmingham, AL Defensive MVP for District 3-5A; runs a 4.5 in the 40. 

54 Firestone, Frank C 63 267 Sr. Brenham, TX 29 Smith, Chandler DB 6-2 190 Sr. Vicksburg, MS Travis Dorsey == DE 6-3 245 New Orleans, LA 

81 Fowler, Dannye WR 5-11170 Fr — Hueytown, AL © 90 Stewart, Daleroy DL 6-3 295 So. Vero Beach, FL_ ated he No. & prospect Louisiana by Froniiow 

35 Francis, Brandon WR 5-7 187 Jr Lafayette, LA 39 Stokes, Keffera DB 5-10 185 So. Hattiesburg, MS ; , : 

59 Franklin, Antonio OL 6-5 248 So, Water Valley, MS 37 Taylor, Larry DB 5-11 177 Jr Garden City, GA mat bas oy eda oe ee Mee 

7 Gabriel, Jack P 5-10 168 Sr Ponchatoula, LA 97 Thomas, Adalius OLB 6-2 249 Jr Equality, AL si district as srabanterack . : 

11 Gideon, Sherrod WR 6-0 4174 Jr  Greenwood,MS 16 Trahan, Ty LB 6-1 220 Jr. Carriere, MS 

2 Gonzalez, Jose DB 5-9 183 Sy, Jacksonville, FL 31 Verdell, David OLB 6-3 196 So, Columbus, MS Quy HmOmaY ne ecvivan: compled 462 

10 Gowdy, Maurice WR 5-9 4175 Sr. Pascagoula,MS 64 Vige, Maxie OL 6-2 265 Sr, Eunice, LA tackles in three years of high school football 

83. Gray, Antonio WR 5-11 185 Fr. Trinity, AL 49 Villalonga, Michael LB 6-1. 225. Sr, Miami, FL 

15. Gulley, Josh QB 6-2 200 Fr, GrandPraie, TX 13 Watts, Lary DB 6-2 210 St Columbia, MS nate af Peru who only played varsity footal or 

9 Hardaway, Tim K 56 158 Sr Stone Mtn.,GA 19 Walls, Raymond WR 5-10 165 So, Kentwood, LA —_ one season; put on almost 100 pounds his last two 

61 Harper, Kevin OL 6-1 310 Jr Ozark, AL 22 Woods, Dawayne RB 5-9 185 Fr. Slidell, LA years of high school. 

89 Heard, Kevin WR 6-0 172 Sr. Eupora, MS. 99 Word, Mark DL 6-5 255 Sr. Miami, FL Chad Kelton = RB 6-0 195 Birmingham, AL 

60 Hopgood, Jeff OL 64 276 Sr. Bay St. Louis, MS Rushed for more than 2,400 yds. during his final two 

38 Houston, Zaid OLB 62 216 So. Bogalusa, LA seasons; named all-state in Class 6A. 

33 Jones, Gifford RB 5-7 213 So. Vicksburg, MS Zeb Landers OL 6-3 260 Tuscaloosa, AL 

17 Kelly, Jeff QB 6-2 203 Fr. Citronelle, AL A first-team all-state selection; grandfather pitched 

52 Magee, Roy DB 6-2 195 Fr Mandeville, LA ante Detro 

3 Mallard, DeShone DB 5-10 184 Sr. Jackson, MS Chris Langston LB 6-2 210 Magee, MS 

72 McClendon, Henry OL 63 267 Sr. Killeen, TX Recorded 116 tackles during his senior season; 

30 Mitchell, Mike K 60 178 Jr. Navarre, Fl. Gare Ststte, 

77 Moore, Ernie OL 64 250 Fr. Slidell, LA Charles Lawson DB 6-0 190 Pascagoula, Ms 

93 Mumford, Gerald {iB 68 243 So. Jackson, MS rte 1997 with 99 tackles; second-team all-dis- 

22 Nance, Kelby RB 6.0 215 So. Hattiesburg, MS ba ED BREE ens 

ul ‘J 

ane Me mira Ls Beas con ee seth sie Named to the Division 7-4A All-Area team; sehacted to 


play in the Mississippi/Alabama All-Star game. 
Buck Miciotto TE 6-4 240 Lafayette, LA 


Top Returning Leaders ito 7 
Recorded 15 receptions for 245 yds. and a TD last 


Passing: Lee Roberts, 194-350-2,248-9, 16 TDs [RGEEWiMIENiCIECc ume uC ci Minnis 
Rushing: Kelby Nance, 37 car., 161 yds., 0 TDs pave 
Receiving: Sherrod Gideon, 54 rec., 1,008 yds., 9 TDs [sabia deediaetilittg Bia A 


. ; Firstteam all-state; rated the No. 6 prospect in the 
Scoring: Tim Hardaway, 13 FGs, 33 XP, 72 points South Region by SuperPrep. 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (8) 


WR 11 Sherrod Gideon (Jr., 2); 19 Raymond Walls (So,, 1) 
LT 72 Henry McClendon (Sr., 1); 59 Antonio Franklin (So., 0) 
LG 70 Shederick Blackmon (Jr, 2); 66 Tre’ Chambers (Fr., 0) 


C 54 Frank Firestone (Sr., 1); 64 Maxie Vige (Sr., 0) Punting: Jack Gabriel, 52 punts, 38.9 avg. Joey Pad 0B fe pie Forsebits 

RG 74 Richie Davidson (Sr., 1); 60 Jeff Hopgood (Sr., 2) emul VAB Kes Col GCC cg Slover ok Eat Catal Cs osoloed et ines guning 

RT 65 O’Lester Pope (Sr., 3); 79 Brian F. Bell (Jr., 0) Tackles: Brian A. Bell, 85, 52 fast two seasons, 

TE 85 Timirra Nolan (So., 1); 84 Orlando Dantzler (Fr., 0) Sacks: Adalius Thomas, 9 Dan Reber OL 6-6 245 Marietta, GA 

FL 25 Eddie Shaw (Sr., 3); 89 Kevin Heard (Sr., 1) Interceptions: Larry Watts, 2 sta Na ah tl at ob Seve 

WR 80 Todd Pinkston (Jr., 2); 81 Dannye Fowler (Fr., 0) Gree Reed ; DEW ala Tao MEGiReTaAG 

QB 5 Lee Roberts (Sr., 3); 8 Brian Balazik (So., 0) Averaged more than 10 tackles a game as a senior: 

RB 32 Kelby Nance (So., 1); 35 Brandon Francis (Jr., 2) 1998 Schedule all-county and alt-area. 

K 9 Tim Hardaway (Sr., 1); 30 Mike Mitchell (Jr, 1) Sept.5 at Penn State Etic Riggins «RB. 5-11. 190 Brooksville, FL 
Sept. 12 Northwestern State Eee tar neva! Meni (itl eee a8 arate 

DEFENSE (8) Sept. 19 Texas A&M despite missing three games Toy : 

DE 96 Cedric Scott (So., 1); 41 Deric Scott (So., 1) Oct. 3 at Tulane Anthony Rockette TE 6-3 245 Water Valley, MS 

NT 78 DeQuincy Scott (So., 1); 93 Gerald Mumford (So., 1) Oct. 10 Louisville hadi? receptions fof 202 409, an fOUNTD oi 

DT 98 John Nix (So., 1); 90 Daleroy Stewart (So., 1) Oct. 17 at Army Torrin Tucker OL/DE 6-6 300 Meridian, MS 

DE 97 Adalius Thomas (Jr., 2); 47 Marvin Brown UJr., 2) Oct. 24 East Carolina Recorded 87 tackles as a senior; all-state and all-dis- 

LB 16 Ty Trahan (Jr., 2); 47 Marvin Brown (Jr., 2) Oct. 31. at Alabama IROCB SECON BSL SQN 

LB 34 T.J. Slaughter (Jr., 2); 46 Royal Bell (Jr., 2) Nov. 7 at Houston Chos.vaueii ee LS 6-1 2a ea earn LA 

LB 45 Brian A. Bell (Sr, 4); 31 David Verdell (So., 1) New ta) Menahie peri Fecatied 24 Yaes oleh hia tat aoe 

CB 3 DeShone Mallard (Sr., 1); 2 Jose Gonzalez (Sr., 1) ; sons. 

CB 12 Dayron Brutley (Fr., 0); 24 Terrance Parrish (Jr., 2) Nov. 21 at Nevada Kerrie Washington DB 6-1 185 Commerce, TX 

SS 13 Larry Watts (Sr., 2); 38 Zaid Houston (So., 1) = a A firstteam Grid-Wire All-American at Kilgore JC; runs 

FS 20 Leo Bames (So., 1); 29 Chandler Smith (Sr., 2) Rising Star : (RI ase 

P 18 Jamie Purser (Jr., 2); 7 Jack Gabriel (Sr., 2) Sophomore defensive lineman John Nix TRA Aiht iiaaahddi pia maMniaHe nett 

is one of many young, talented USM Sports; recorded 130 tackles last season. 
(#) indicates number of returning starters defenders. Strong, mobile and hardwork- |Fainnwn BEN elalsay Miami, FL 


BOLD indicates returning starters 


Number after class Indicates letters won ing, Nix and fellow sophomore lineman [ReGiPSiICa cms ngage]: cmocen ais 


DeQuincy Scott give Southern Miss as ia SuperPrep; recorded 13 sacks at Hinds CC 
in. 1997. 
tough a tandem of second year defend- Here? 


tout Corey Yates RB/DB 5-10 175 Holly Springs, MS 
ers as there is in the South. A three-time all-district selection in track and football. 
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1998 Tulane Roster Cu mod Ba Toman tenon 


NO. NAME POS. HT, WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN s 
85 Akin, Joseph TE 6-2 226 Fr. Pensacola, FL 73 Latos, Tom DE 63 256 Sr. DeSoto, TX 1998 Signees 
33 Bames, Meidon S 5410183 Fr. St. James, LA 44 Lemoine, Glenn DE 6-2 241 Fr. Chalmette, LA NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
45. Blair, Wayne LB 6-1 227 Sr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 51 McFarland, Brad T 65 264 So. Klein, TX Kenan Blackmon DL 6-5 230 Tallahassee, FL 
59 Brewer, Ryan DE 6-4 236 Fr. Lexington, KY 52 Mouton, JonRobert LB 6-0 225 Fr. Kaplan, LA — Had 24 tackles and five sacks last year. 
83 Burnette, Adrian WR 5-10 186 So. Bastrop, LA 97 Mouton, Mitch DT 64 258 So. Kaplan, LA 
71 Caldwell, Chartes T 63 287 So. Lantana, FL 39 O'Brien, Mike P 5-11 188 So. Harvey, LA 
4 Carr, Tellius S 60 189 Sr. Baton Rouge,LA 65 O'Sullivan, Dennis DT 64 293 Sr.  StonyPoint,NY emBlackmon DL 6-4 220 Tallahassee, FL 
415 Carter, Tim CB 6-1 181 So. Tallahassee,FL 68 Ordeneaux, Jim T 66 301 Jr.  GranelPoint,LA Had 58 tackles and eight sacks last season; frater- 
93 Charles, Patrick DE 6-0 230 Fr. NewOrleans,LA 3 Palazzo, Brad K 5-11 185 Sr. Gulfport, MS Nal twin'of Kenan Blackmon. 
38 Clemons, Sedric LB 5-11 219 Jr. Leesville, LA 72 Parrish, Stephen G 64 278 Fr. Destrehan, LA 
55 Conley, Kapua C 61 290 Jr. Oviedo, FL 41 Perry, Derrick 1B 60 224 Jr. Shreveport, LA 
23 Converse, Toney TB 5-8 164 So. Metairie, LA 29 Phillips, Allen CB 60 188 So. Miami, FL Percy Branon DL 6-2 260 New Orleans, LA 
84 Cook, Kerwin WR 6-0 174 So. Ferriday, LA 30 Phillips, Jerry LB 60 221 So. NewOrleans,LA — Alldistrict; as a senior, had 64 tackles and 18 sacks. 
98 Crockett, Domonick DT 6-3 279 So. Baton Rouge,LA 7 Ramsey, Patrick QB 6-3 220 F. Ruston, LA 
54 Cuellar, Manny DE 6-3 251 Sr. Miami, FL 90 Reavis, Kevin DE 63 240 Sr. Bronx, NY 
57 Cunningham, Tony C 6-0 275 So.  RiverRidge,LA 35 Restrepo, Matt QB 60 172 So. Plano, TX Derick Bugg = OL_- 6-4 280 Beaumont, TX 
14 Curtis, Jeff QB 5-11 187 Sr. River Ridge, LA 74 Robertson, Bernard T 64 270 So. NewOneans,LA  ‘wotime altcistrct and allarea selection; named 
19 Dartez, Jamaican T 45-8 191 Sr. Cecilia, LA 86 Robinson, Zander WR 59 170 Fr. Marrero, LA (ecaaieteanieieaie Mauls ony 
20 Dawson, Jajuan WR 6-1 195 Jr Gibson, LA 5 Roundtree, Alphonso S 5-10185 Sr. Bradenton, FL 
34 Dorsey, David LB 6-1 211 F. Metairie, LA 36 Roussel, Casey K/P 6-1 211 Fr. Paulina, LA 
47 Dukes, Kevin LB 5-11199 J River Ridge, LA 47 St. Junious, Warren S 6-0 180 So. Charenton, LA Phys Bullock era gl cheth at 
28. Ellis, Noel LB 62 236 So. New Orleans, LA 21 Smith, Barry FB 5-10 202 Fr. Marrero, LA jo abmaemeatren epee 
99 Elzy, Derrick DE 6-4 230 Fr. St. James, LA 64 Stewart, Nelson G 64 263 Jr. New Orleans, LA 
26 Francis, Kendal TB 5-11 190 Jr Jacksonville, FL 9 Timmons, Brett LB 5-10 209 Sr. Bradenton, FL 
8 Franklin, P.J. WR 510175 Sr. Amite, LA 80 Truax, Mike TE 6-1 247 So. Metairie, LA = DE \ 
Galmon, Brannon WR G-3 188 Fr NewOrleans,LA 46 Tumer, Mike TE 63 246 Jr. Spring, TX Tat aise adi coeke task dedscnr rie i 
88. Glapion, Matthew DT 6-5 264 So. NewOrleans,LA 95 Tyler, Mark DT 64 296 Fr Bossier City, LA the state in the triple jump as ajunion. 
77 Godfrey, Jerry G 63 287 Jr River Ridge, LA 53 Westbrook, Bryson G 63 262 So. Cumming, GA 
58 Green, Cory LB 63 227 So. Cecilia, LA 1 Wilson, John WR 5-5 177 So. Americus, GA 
70 Gumiela, Mike G 64 275 Sr. Chicago, IL 79 Wood, Kahari G 63 289 fr Tallahassee, FL pelondo Davis LB 6-2 195 New Orleans, LA 
96 Hamilton, Brent DE 65 222 So. Kinder, LA 40 Woods, O’Kie RB 5-11 235 Jr Baton Rouge, LA _Aildistrict as a senior; had 55 tackles last year. 
87 Henderson, Phil DT 64 263 Sr. Riverdale, GA 
48 Hill, Brad P 62 199 Sr Memphis, TN 
42 Jones, Corey § 5411194 So. Newellton, LA David Dunlap DB 6-4 210 Bossier City, LA 
2 Jones, Jamal CB 45-10 171 Fr. New Iberia, LA Ajl-district as a senior; had 35 tackles and two ints. 
6 Jordan, Michael CB 5-10179 Sr. Baton Rouge, LA 
31 Joseph, Ky CB 5-10 172 So. LaPlace, LA 
10 King, Shaun QB 60 215 Sr. St. Petersburg, FL Travis Garvin WR 6-1 173 Bradenton, FL 
24 Knight, Sam S 5-11 185 So. Fort Pierce, FL Had 1,131 yds. total offense in 1997; will likely play 
43 Kohnke, Matthew S§ 5-10183 Fr. New Orleans, LA basketball and football in college. 
Lanier, Jason LB 510198 Fr. Weatherford, TX 


Matt Groff PK/P 6-1 163 No. Fort Myers, FL 
A transfer from Kent who will sit out this season; sec- 
ond-team All-MidAmerican Conference last year. 


Depth Chart 


OFFENSE (10) 


WR 20 JaJuan Dawson (Jr., 2); 84 Kerwin Cook (So., 1) 

LT 74 Bernard Robertson (So., 1); 51 Brad McFarland (So., 0) 
LG 77 Jerry Godfrey (Jr., 2); 53 Bryson Westbrook (So., 1) ; 3 
Ce Cie aOR mCM Ren icnhcemene Punting: Brad Hill, 42 punts, 46.2 avg. 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Shaun King, 199-363-2,567-14, 24 TDs 
Rushing: Toney Converse, 137 car., 777 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: P.J. Franklin, 58 rec., 703 yds., 8 TDs Terrell Harris WR 6-2 185 Marrero, LA 


Scoring: Brad Palazzo, 23 FGs, 40 XP, 109 points Named Class 5A All-State; named USA Topsy honor- 
, : able mention All-American. 


RG 70 Mike Gumiela (Sr., 2); 79 Kahari Wood (Fr., 0) Kicking: Brad Palazzo, 23-28 FGs, 40-41 XP 

RT 74 Charles Caldwell (So., 1); 68 Jim Ordeneaux (Jr, 1) FLED ACSSaSTiaa Tafel glans Aare Selle Derek Joseph QB 6-0 188 —_ Harvey, LA 
TE 46 Mike Turner (Jr., 2); 80 Mike Truax (So., 1) Sacks: Dennis O'Sullivan, 5  arpelletai cs tater ooi pal Nk act eee 
WR 8 P.J. Franklin (St., 3); 1 John Wilson (So., 1) Interceptions: Michael Jordan, 5 yds. and 20 TDs last year, ; 


QB 10 Shaun King (Sr., 3); 14, Jeff Curtis (Sr., 3) 


FB 40 O'Kie Woods (Jr., 2); 21 Barry Smith (Fr., 0) 1998 Schedule 


RB 19 Jamaican Dartez (Sr., 3); 23 Toney Converse (So., 1) Genarrio Reshard RB 5-8 180 Gainesville, FL 


K 3 Brad Palazzo (Sr., 3) Sept. 3 at Cincinnati wee: All-State selection as a senior; allarea 
Sept.12 at SMU , 
DEFENSE (6) Sept. 26 Navy 
DE 54 Manny Cuellar (Sr., 3); 96 Brent Hamilton (So., 1) Oct. 3 Southern Miss Arete alec a Spadina prea 
DT 87 Phil Henderson (Sr., 3); 98 Domonick Crockett (So., 1) Oct. 17 Louisville and allarea selection. 
DT 65 Dennis O'Sullivan (Sr., 3); 97 Mitch Mouton (So., 41) Oct. 24 at Rutgers 
DE 90 Kevin Reavis (Sr., 3); 73 Tom Latos (Sr., 2) Oct. 31 Southwestern Louisiana 
LB 41 Derrick Perry (Jr., 2); 52 Jon-Robert Mouton (Fr., 0) Nov. 7 at Memphis hale nae rly aha bate Solera 
LB 45 Wayne Blair (Sr., 3); 28 Noel Ellis (So., 1) Nov. 14 at Army and defense; second-team ‘altstate as a junior. 
LB 9 Brett Timmons (Sr., 3); 30 Jerry Phillips (So., 1) . 
CB 6 Michael Jordan (Sr., 3); 31 Ky Joseph (So., 1) Nov. 21 Houston 
CB 29 Allen Phillips (So., 1); 15 Tim Carter (So., 1) Nov. 26 Louisiana Tech Torie Taulli OL. 6-2 250 _Harvey, LA 
ss 4 Tellius Carr (Sr., 3); 42 Corey Jones (So., 1) 7 Two-time all-state selection in Class 5A; Max Emfin- 
FS 5 Alphonso Roundtree (Sr., 3); 24 Sam Knight (So., 1) Mute ge ts apt tele 
P 48 Brad Hill (Sr., 3); 36 Casey Roussel (Fr., 0) Considering his impressive freshman 
season (777 rushing and 132 receiving Bawa esiiacim ween COC Cure) 
nds teem yards), tailback Toney Converse may be ears pee a tak named all-district on both 
S number of returning starte: Mrigj ” , - 
ban ae Soran Talia atatore, aes beyond the “rising” star category. He’s 
Number after class indicates letters won the best of Tulane’s fine sophomore 


class. Seth Zaunbrecher OL 6-5 250 Crowley, LA 
All-district; three-year letterman and two-year starter, 
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Cleo Lemon 


nois won was against Arkansas State. Last 

year, Southwestern Louisiana's only victory 
came against those same Indians. A coaching 
transition contributed not only to a 2—9 record 
in 1997, but also to a woeful defense that fin- 
ished near the bottom of the NCAA charts in 
almost every statistical category. 

But that era of futility could be ending thanks 
to second-year coach Joe Hollis, who is giving 
fans a reason for optimism. Hollis arrived in 
Jonesboro after six years as offensive coordinator 
at Ohio State, where his juggernauts were among 
the most explosive in the Big Ten. 


T wo years ago, the only game Northern IIli- 


The Indians’ 1998 schedule is challenging but 
not unwieldy, the talent level is higher than last 
year’s record indicates, and nine starters return 
on each side of the ball. If Hollis can fortify his 
defensive line, Arkansas State is capable of a 
major turnaround in 1998. 


quarterbacks 


Cleo Lemon, a 6-2, 210-pound athlete who 
looks to pass first but can run if necessary, was 
the starter by midseason as a true freshman. 
With experience and confidence, his completion 
percentage (.439) and touchdown-to-intercep- 
tion ratio (.75) are bound to improve. 


running backs 

Diminutive (5-8) junior Lamont Zachery has 
the inside track at tailback. Zachery’s main 
attribute is raw speed. After rushing for 846 yards 
as a freshman in 1996, he was relegated to second 
team a year ago and still led the team, albeit with 
just 386 yards. Junior Jason Allcorn is the incum- 
bent at fullback, but sophomore Jacquis Walker, a 
6-foot, 235-pound load, could end up as the 


Arkansas State U. 


starter at either position. Then there is freshman 
Jonathan Adams, a Parade All-American who 
rushed for 2,227 yards and 38 touchdowns last 
year as a high school senior. Look for Adams at 
tailback and Walker at fullback with Zachery and 


Allcorn, two former starters, in reserve. 


receivers 


Senior Lennie Johnson, like Zachery just 5-8 
but blessed with great speed, and sophomore 
David Westbrook return at the wideouts. But 
junior J.J. Washington is expected back full speed 
from a knee injury and could supplant Westbrook. 
Junior Ron Teat ranked among the nation’s top 10 
tight ends in both receptions (30) and yards (430). 


offensive linemen 


One of the best-kept secrets in college football 
is senior tackle Todd Frohbieter. But he is no 
secret to NFL scouts. At 6-6, 325 pounds — 
and with good footwork and technique to go 
with his massive size — Frohbieter has been 
guarding ASU quarterbacks’ blind side as the 
starter at left tackle for three years and has never 
surrendered a sack. A pair of 300-pounders, 
junior Justin Rhodes and sophomore Jamie 
Pond, return at the guards along with sophomore 
Jack Wright at center. Redshirt freshman Garrick 
Jones will fill the vacancy at right tackle. 


defensive linemen 


The Indians’ smallish defensive line was man- 
handled to the tune of 233.8 rushing yards per 
game (101st nationally) in ’97. Senior Clarence 
Williams enters his third year as a starter at end, 
with senior Matt Smith and junior MaQuonzie 
Thomas back at tackle. 


linebackers 


Senior Koetter Little is the top returning tack- 
ler and the leader of the defense. Sophomore 
Segun Ajigbeda, a full-time starter and fourth- 
leading tackler last year as a true freshman, 
racked up three tackles for loss and a sack. 


defensive backs 


All four starters return in the secondary. Seniors 
Chappell Mitchell and Rodney Allen are still 
posted in the corners with junior Cornelius Cleary 
and sophomore Sean Mitchell patrolling the deep 
zones from their safety positions. Senior Waldell 
Harp, a part-time starter, is still available in reserve. 


specialists 

Junior Jeff Sowell, 8-of-9 on field goals and 
20-of-24 on PATs in °97, will now add punting 
to his regular chores. Zachery averaged 24 yards 
on 21 kickoff returns. Chappell Mitchell is a 
dependable punt returner. 


ATHLON SporTs Co_tLteEGE FOoTBALL 1998 


1998 Arkansas State Roster ite Te niciie 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN = 
47 Ajigbeda, Segun LB) 6-3 215 So. Atlanta, GA 55 Miller, Jeremy LB 6-1 200 So. Huntsville, AR 1998 Signees 
41 Allcorn, Jason FB 6-2 230 Jr. West Point, AL 96 Miller, Lance DL 5-11 235 Jr. Scott City, MO NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
27 Allen, Rodney CB 58 170 Sr. Little Rock, AR 34 Miller, Scott LB 6-0 230 Jr. Weir, MS Jonathan Adams RB 6-0 200 Osceola, AR 
91 Alvares, Daniel DT 6-3 290 Jr Tallahassee,FL 21 Mitchell, Chappell CB 5-9 175 Sr. Russellville, AR Gained 6,714 yds. rushing and 88 TDs in fouryear career 
a aly Duane DE 6-4 265 Jr RivieraBeach,FL 26 Mitchell, Sean FS 5-9 200 So. RusselNille, AR Sei MDSE EN oy Sap pail Bese 
alley, Michael 1B 6-0 210 Jr Columbus, MS 69 O'Bar, Joe OT 6-2 310 So. Booneville, AR — Pjayed last season at Northwest Mississippi JC; 
63 Birdwell, Patrick OL 6-4 275 Jr. Texarkana, AR 73 Pond, Jamie OL 6-2 290 So. Memphis, TN enrolled at Arkansas State in January. 
6 Blanchett, Denishio SS 5-9 485 Jr  ForrestCity,AR 60 Rhodes, Justin G 63 300 J. Pearl, MS Michael Bailey £8 6-0 210 Columbus, MS 
85 Boatright, Bo TE 6-4 240 Jr. Argonia, KS 95 Richardson, Sedrick DT 6-0 245 Sr. Jackson, AL SAME aE ae sp el 
53 Brazile, Kevin LB 6-0 205 Sr. Marshall, TX 65 Robinson, Cornell NT 6-0 280 Jr. Florissant, MO —- Robert Bailey OL 6-5 285 Pasadena, TX 
84 Britt, Tony WR 6-2 180 Fr. Gulfport, MS 42 Robinson, Renard FB 5-10 205 So. Newport, AR Did not play football as @ senior; earned firstteam all- 
99 Brittingham, Steven DE 6-4 240 J Louisburg, KS 11 Rogers, Andy QB 6-3 185 Fr. Hazen, AR ee er preraN es pegie eset cue eooTae 
25 Brown, Andre DB 5-10 170 So, Dallas, TX 57 Seaton, Russell LB 6-1 215 So. Memphis, TN Bo Boatright TE 6-4 240 Argonia, KS 
51 Burdick, Sean C 64 250 Sr. Ventura, CA 33 Sharp, Isom DB 5-9 175 Fr, Memphis, TN Hideetetle Miho Season. Enrolled: at 
1 Cleary, Comelius SS 5-11 200 Jr. Dermott, AR 59 Smith, Matt DT 6-5 250 Sr. Savannah, TN 
80 Cockrell, Sean WR 6-3 200 J Waco, TX 86 Sowell, Jeff PK 6-1 215 Jr. Brandon, MS fled sw eatehes for 146 yds last season; played bee 
89 Cooper, Anwar TE 6-6 255 So. Cincinnati, OH 87 Teat, Ron TE 6-3 245 Jr. Haleburg, AL _ketbail and ran track in high school. 
46 Cotton, Kishan DB 5-10 190 So. Little Rock, AR 76 Thomas,MaQuonzie DT 6-1 260 Jr Louvale, GA Paved aL eetcawe SS 
64 Crader, Chad DL 6-1 260 So. West Memphis,AR 70 Thomas, Solomon OL 6-5 265 Jr. Copperas Cove, TX — Arkansas State in January. 
37 Davis, Demond CB 5-9 165 Jr. Memphis, TN 39 Walker, Jacquis FB 6-0 225 So, Holly Springs, MS Nick Brumfield $18 5-41 273 Kenner, LA 
30 Ducking, Travis SS 511 170 So, Memphis, TN 2 Washington,Greg WR 5-9 160 Fr, Nashville, AR io aes nh in Beton: altalstrict:In two, 
62. Evans, Chad DS 5-11195 So. Forrest City, AR 22 Washington, J.J. | WR 511185 Jr. — Simi Valley,CA Reggie Cooley SS. G-2 210. Heldelberg, MS 
77 Frohbieter, Todd OT 6-6 325 Sr. Richardson, TX 13 Watkins, Jeremie QB 6-1 200 Sr. Simi Valley, CA pet at Jones sh een pape as twice 
75 Ginder, Bobby OT 6-5 250 So. Benton, AR 18 Westbrook, David WR 6-4 200 So. Muncie, IN in college; receive of the JC AllStar Game. 
58. Goves, Matt LB 6-2 225 J.  SimiValley,CA 52 Wilf, Lann G 6-41 280 Sr. Amory, MS. WGoar eParir at tackle and auard at Latte Reck 
8 Harp, Waldell DB 5-10 175 Sr. Orlando, FL 90 Williams, Clarence DE 6-4 225 Sr. Osceola, AR Fair High School; all-state and all-metro; started 
38 Harrell, Tres FB. 5-10 210 So. Augusta, AR 45 Wood, John FB 5-11 210 Fr. Trumann, AR every bere Gore Ne oa a Circ contres 
46 Harris, LeMarcus 1B 5-11 210 So. Memphis, TN 28 Wooten, William RB 5-11 190 Jr. Kileen, TX Three-year starter at tackle; graded die at 92 percent 
40 Henault, Andy LB 6-2 240 Jr. Topeka, KS 50 Wright, Jack C 6-1 255 So. Batesville, MS blocking; all-district and all-area. 
5 Henderson, Victor QB 5-11 240 Jr. Newport, AR 32 Zachery, Lamont RB 5-8 4175 Jr. Lodi, TX. | Terrance Fullec| SDE) 5-11 180") = Conway, AR 
31 Horton,Kevin RB 6-0 205 So, Memphis, TN Lat ee a ceraree ne ayy SS 
92 Hurt, Gary DE 6-2 255 Sr. Meridian, MS conference; also returned kickoffs. 
19 Johnson, Lennie WR 5-8 175 Sr. West Helena, AR yal a resent Ceti icaegtrsh ae 
68 Jones, Garrick OT 64 315 Fr. N_Little Rock, AR hei Ie aha ie inier lie 
3. Kilow, Robert WR 5-11 165 Jr Daleville, MS a sad A 
35 Konvalinka, Jeremy DE 6-2 225 Sr. Plano, TX Keith Headley DB 6-1 190 — Baytown, TX 
44 LaRusso, Scott FB «5-10 215 Jr. Bartlett, TN Meter cearnpiancios tect fer pe 
88 Lary, Mike WR 6-1 185 So. Conway, AR earning all-district honors twice. 
42 Lemon, Cleo QB 6-2 195 So. Greenwood, MS Andy Henault LB 6-2 240 Topeka, KS 
= Little, Koetter [B 511215 Sr Tallahassee, FL see at’ Coffeyville JC last season. Enrolled: at 
‘ansas State in January. 
McAdams, Marty 5-14 225 as Gulfport, MS Garry Johnson OL 6-5 295 Texarkana, TX 
McPherson, Andy 5-9 155 Paragould, AR Three-year starter at offensive tackle; Class 15-4A 


Alt-District first team; allarea twice. 
Maurice Joyner DB 6-0 165 Dallas, TX 
Played defensive end, finishing with 14 sacks as a 


Top Returning Leaders 
senior last year; named first-team all-district. 


Passing: Cleo Lemon, 90-205-1,452-8, 6 TDs ak SEA eee Wet HAR OGITAR 
Rushing: Lamont Zachery, 97 car., 386 yds., 7 TDs Played offensive and defensive tackle; graded out asthe 


. i top lineman on his team in every game; altconference. 
Recelving: Lennie Johnson, 46 rec., 862 yds., 4 TDs Robert Kiow. WR 511168 Daleville, MS 
Scoring: Lamont Zachery, 8 TDs, 48 points Attended Itawamba JC last Season. 

Bob Lanaux TE 6-7 225 Hammond, LA 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (9) 


WR 19 Lennie Johnson (Sr., 3); 88 Mike Lary (So., 1) 
LT 77 Todd Frohbieter (Sr., 3); 63 Patrick Birdwell (Jr., 1) 
LG 73 Jamie Pond (So., 1); 52 Lann Wilf (Sr., 1) 


C 50 Jack Wright (So., 1); 51 Sean Burdick (Sr., 1) Punting: none Twoyear starter at tight end in high school; all-district 
RG 60 Justin Rhodes (Jr., 2); 70 Solomon Thomas (Jr., 0)  AUCALSRTS Slo Tc IRR: et oe Pee Wie Neb Nis Pan oe ren Teste me 
RT 68 Garrick Jones (Fr., 0); 69 Joe O'Bar (So., 1) Tackles: Koetter Little, 80, 38 solo Robert Matthews QB 6-2 195 Tullahoma, TN 
TE 87 Ron Teat (Jr., 2); 89 Anwar Cooper (So., 1) Sacks: Clarence Williams, 5 sr habelpalales ose testing sd alot 
QB 12 Cleo Lemon (So., 1); 13 Jeremie Watkins (Sr., 2) Interceptions: Rodney Allen, 2 for 0 yards za26 yds. and cag le ay ierapatnety atte al 
ba 39 aa ne ae 4 cerapte on ot et 3 c = Gs e ain ectel! ee fine = es 
lonathan Adams (Fr., VU); amont Zachery Ur, hreeyear starter at wide receiver and cornerback 
WR 22 J.J. Washington UJr., 2); 18 David Westbrook (So., 1) 1998 Schedule Nas Jest at hey SOU eaaiecontne Sie 
K 86 Jeff Sowell (Jr., 1); 145 Andy McPherson (So., 1) Sept.5 at Minnesota fistteam alte. Ae ee 
r 30 it, 
DEFENSE 9 cee 3 eine i Stat ater Holmes JC last season; enrolled at 
ept. issouri State rkansas State in January. 
DE 90 Clarence Williams (Sr., 3); s ie Brazile (Sr., 3) Sept. 26 at Hawaii Had 93 tales last season, broke up 28 passes 
Stat ” i two ; all-state in 1997; runs 4.4 in the 40, 
NT 59 Matt Smith (Sr. 3); 95 Sedrick Richardson (Sr., 3) nee ts cee State “Neal Myers DE €-4.940 Rolla, MO 
DT 76 MaQuonzie Thomas (Jr., 2); 91 Daniel Alvares (Jr., 2) : ee Member of the pen INL soUe a 
DE 92 Gary Hurt (Sr., 1); 94 Duane Alvin (Jr, 0) Oct. 17 at SW Louisiana tar rata lah oecetar er tans Mg 
LB 46 LeMarcus Harris (So., 1); 34 Scott Miller (Jr., 0) Oct. 24 at Mississippi Sal cofele dt ae fe tere a pete 
LB 47 Segun Ajigbeda (So., 1); 40 Andy Henault (Jr., 0) Oct. 31 at Memphis end ‘and fullbackta member ofthe beck teat: 
LB 43 Koetter Little (Sr., 3); 57 Russell Seaton (So., 1) Nov. 7 Louisiana Tech Burt Saopilea ° “OL (6-8) 280, Mt Haaser TX 
CB 21 Chappell Mitchell (Sr., 1); 33 Isom Sharp (Fr., 0) Nov. 14 NE Louisiana district a¢ a junior: firstteam alidistritand AlLEast 
CB 27 Rodney Allen (Sr., 2); 25 Andre Brown (So., 1) Nov. 21 — Cincinnati Texas as a senior. 
Ryan Smith P 6-2 225 Sturgis, MS 
SS 1 Cornelius Cleary (Jr., 2); 8 Waldell Harp (Sr., 1) Rising Star Peas 44 yds. as a punter for Holmes Cee 
FS 26 Sean Mitchell (So., 1); 6 Denishio Blanchett (Jr, 2) Colleee ba Ry Alba in state dani college 
P 86 Jeff Sowell (Jr., 1) Coach Joe Hollis struck gold in his sec- [RWMRR Maar aime ear mmenrcn 
ond recruiting class at Arkansas State Five at Wee aC last season; enrolled at 
* tas . 1 ui 
with the addition of running back irae DL €3 275 St Charles, MO 
(#) indicates number of returning starters Jonathan Adams of Osceola, the top- Fabeveat starter a sstanane: and birerave ee eRe 
Bi i i _ , de d tion all 
arcadia tla hive rated back in the Southeast and a Parade [jt aiaaainnnnnaniainataa 


Ls j William Wooten RB 5S-11190 Killeen, TX 
All-American. Adams ran for 6,714 yards Attended Tyler JC last season; enrolled at Arkansas 


during his high school career. State in January, 
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Pernell Davis 


n 1989, UAB started a club football team. 

In 1998, the Blazers travel to East Carolina, 

Nebraska and Tennessee, and host Kansas 
and Virginia Tech. 

“Our program has become competitive at a 
very early stage of development,” Blazer coach 
Watson Brown understates. “We have made as 
much progress in two years of Division ]-A com- 
petition as any program could be expected to 
make.” 

Entering its third and final year as an inde- 
pendent, UAB is poised to become a legitimate 
member of Americas big-time college football 
fraternity. 


“Gaining admission to Conference USA 
(announced in November of 1996) was critical 
in this whole thing,” says an excited Brown, who 
adds that 83,000-seat Legion Field and C-USA 
status allowed UAB to entice Kansas and Vir- 
ginia Tech to visit Birmingham. 

Three Division I-AA teams will help soften 
the schedule. “We can’t play the Nebraskas 11 
times, but our program does have to keep step- 
ping up image-wise,” Brown says. 


quarterbacks 


Sophomore Lee Jolly has a bright future. With 
fine throwing accuracy and a refusal to force 
passes, Jolly will keep interceptions to a mini- 
mum. In addition, he has above-average quick- 
ness. If UAB can find a replacement for departed 
receiver Kevin Drake, Jolly should pass for more 
than 1,800 yards. 


= 
running backs 

Do-everything junior tailback Lucious Foster 
is an invaluable member of the Blazer team. A 
potential 1,000-yard rusher, Foster will lead what 


should be a solid running game. Perhaps sopho- 
more Percy Coleman will continue the improve- 
ment he showed toward the end of last season. 
Bart Battles and Benji Morrow are a competent 


fullback duo. 
receivers 


Drake will be missed but numerous returnees 
should give Jolly some options. Darrius Malone, 
a junior split end, heads the group, which also 
features sophomore Travis Johnson and juniors 
Quentin Troupe and Daryl Johnson. The tight 
end is sophomore Brett Richards. 


offensive linemen 

Senior left guard Brian Creel, senior right 
tackle Melvin Sydney and sophomore right 
guard Tim Medders will anchor the UAB front 
wall. Junior center Brandon Herring, sophomore 
left tackle Matt Bowden and sophomore left 
guard Calvin Mitchell will all play. 

“Our linemen are going to have to help this 
team,” Brown says. 


defensive linemen 

Seniors Curtis Jeter and Pernell Davis, both 
excellent at penetrating enemy lines, will battle 
for nose guard, while senior end James Lewis is a 
handful. The other end spot is wide open, with 
Sterrick Morgan and Wallace Rutledge vying. 
Statistically, Morgan has the edge. 


linebackers 


UAB has one of the biggest quartet of line- 
backers (averaging 6-3, 248) in the country. 
Junior Brian Smith led the team with 114 stops 
and will play in the NFL one day. Inside backers 
Shannon Monroe, a senior, and junior Clint 
Jones are steady. On the outside, senior Ryan 
Lundy is solid with the blitz, with Tony Eason as 
backup. 


defensive backs 


“Our secondary is a major concern,” Brown 
says of a unit decimated by completed eligibility. 

Only junior cornerback Rodregis Brooks, a 
fine pass breakup man, returns. As many as eight 
of 10 new defensive backs (the most heralded of 
whom is freshman Dedric Hardrick) and senior 
cornerman Omar Parker will battle for the other 
three spots. 


Per 
specialists 

Junior kicker Jake Arians has very limited 
range. “Jake has got to get better,” Brown says 
flatly. Sophomore punter Daniel Dixon will 
look to up his per-punt average to 40 yards. 
Foster is the primary punt and kickoff return 
man. 


ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 1998 


1998 UAB Roster ape Watson Brown 
WT. 


NO. NAME POS. HT. bed HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN = 

Abrams, Adrian LB 6-0 230 Fr. Theodore, AL 24 Kopecky, Andrew CB 5-11 180 Fr. Vestavia Hill, AL 1998 Signees 
a deka ee Ky Jee re x ese Ms 49 pee ig 3 = oe cpr nary NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 

attles, Bart ~ : jueyville, AL awiey, BI is lueytown, 

Black, Chad TE 64 220 Jr. VestaviaHills, AL 98 Lewis, James DE 64 285 Sr. Birmingham, AL ied orale Ut es Sy gana 
33 Blevins, Anthony CB 511170 Sr, Birmingham, AL 50 Lundy, Ryan LB 6-3 235 Sr. Pelham, AL Sicer meraseed pig atzant Marit lelastibl 
57 Bowden, Matt OT 67 330 So. Louisville, AL 2 Malone, Darrius WR 6-3 185 Jr Douglasville, GA Gane Ree attra points and Sor12 Fs ds a 
84 Brasher, Robin TE 6-3 225 Sr. Vestavia Hills, AL Mattson, David LB 6-2 227 Fr. Birmingham, AL senior, Gridiron Greats Regional Stand-Out. Selected 
21 Brooks, Rodregis CB 5-411 175 Jr. Dadeville, AL McKeever, Daniel WR 6-1 178 Fr. Auburn, AL to play in the Florida North-South All-Star game. 
83 Cain, Joel OT 64 250 Jr. Mize, MS Meadow, Joe LB 6-0 230 So. Hoover, AL Youdon Biassou DB 6-0 205 West Hills, CA 

Carter, Lee P 6-2 245 Jr  Autaugaville,AL 71 Medders, Tim G 63 290 So. Alabaster, AL Posted 78 tackles with two ar ate recovery 

Carter, Paul K 6-1 182 Fr Clearwater, FL 73 Mitchell, Calvin G 6-3 300 So. CedarGrove,AL yo te te ee aan Tallahassee, FL 
76 Case, Josh OT 6-6 285 Fr. _ Pell City, AL 52 Monroe, Shannon LB 6-2 253 Sr. Thomasville, GA academic All-American. Posted 19 receptions for 145 
8 Cloud, Derrick LB 6-3 240 So. Birmingham, AL Moreno, Ruben K 5-10 170 Fr. Cullman, AL yds, and two TDs in just five games as a senior. 
25 Coleman, Percy RB 5-10 4175 So. Birmingham, AL 88 Morgan, Sterrick DE 6-3 265 Sr. Tuscaloosa, AL Chris Brown DB 6-2 185 Decatur, GA 
80. Colley, Derrick WR 6-2 212 Jr. Bessemer, AL 28 Morrow, Benji FB 5-10 265 Sr. Birmingham, AL —_ Posted 95 tackles as a senior, Also had two ints. and 
29 Conley, Cory FB 6-41 190 So. Smyma,GA 40 Murrah, Patrick WR 5-10180 So. Columbiana, AL  12pass breakups. Played varsity as a freshman. 
60 Cowley, Jeff OT 6-7 275 Fr. Orlando, FL Neal, Casey SS 6-0 196 Fr. Pelham, AL Marlon Bush = DE 6-3 245 —__—_ Athens, AL 
56 Creel, Brian G 61 270 Sr, Boaz, AL 39 Oden, Desmond WR 6-0 180 So. Birmingham, AL Ansel Pinehom News Schur AuState, Hea tse 

Criswell, Jonathan RB 6-O 175 Fr. Snead, AL 9 Parker, Omar CB 6-1 175 Sr. Montgomery, AL tackles with six sacks and three ints, asa Senior. 
87 Crosby, Undrae TE 65 252 So. Millbrook, AL 72 Perry, Bo OT 66 320 Fr. Cedartown,GA Mac Campbell RB 5-9 485 Alexandria, AL 
99 Davis, Pernell NG 6-4 305 Sr. Birmingham, AL Pleasant, Ken WR 5-5 146 Fr. — Birmingham, AL — USA Toowy Player of the Year for Alabama. Three-time 

Dickerson, Aron G 63 360 Fr. Killen, AL 86 Powers, Josh © (6-3 230! ir: Collierville, TN Selection as Class 4A Player of the Year. Set national 
46 Dixon, Daniel QB/P 6-2 195 So. Cleveland, AL 22 Rea, Kyle FB 6-3 210 So. Russellville, AL Nigh School record with 153 career TDs. 

4 Eason, Tyson LB 6-0 195 So. Huntsville, AL 81 Richards, Brett TE 6-4 230 So. Buford, GA Fame) Cotter ee Oe erie 
74 Esco, Bill C 64 285 Fr. Prattville, AL 58 Roberto, Michael NG 6-3 260 Jr, Pelham, AL tackles with 544, Class 145A Metro Player of the Year, 
44 Foss, Wes FS 5-11180 Fr. Rome, GA 26 Robinson, Jabari RB 5-9 165 So. Savannah,GA Thomas Cox. QB - 6-2 180 Birmingham, AL 
5 Foster, Lucious RB 5-104185 Jr Birmingham, AL 6 Ross, Ernest QB 5-11190 Jr. Decatur, GA Completed 101 of 190 passes for 1,369 yds. and 12 
65 Fray, Preston G 6-5 285 Fr. Lithonia, GA 95 Rutledge, Wallace DE 6-3 260 Sr. Birmingham, AL TDs last season. 

89 Freeman, Eddie DE 64 245 Fr. Mobile, AL Sabry, Ayhem RB 5-10186 Sr. Birmingham, AL Jegil Dugger RB S41 4180 Midfield, AL 
20 Gallery, Maurice = WR 5-11 180 Fr Mobile, AL 66 Sidney, Melvin OT 6-4 305 Sr, Atlanta, GA Pati by Tom Lemnng’s Prep Report, Rushed for 

Gambrell, Phillip G 68 265 Fr. Florence, AL Sims, Shawn WR 5-10 168 Jr. Marlton, NJ. 4,555 yds, and 46 TDs as a senior. Runs a 4.4 40, 

Godfrey, James SS 6-0 205 Jr Newman, GA 35. Singleton, Adrian SS 6-2 195 Fr. Mobile, AL Courtney Ellis DB/LB6-3 205 Pell City, AL 

41 Griffin, Tyrone LB 6-1 205 So. Rome, GA Sledge, Jonathan LB 6-1 210 Jr. Birmingham, AL —_ Birmingham Post Herald All-Metro, Had 22 receptions 
55 Herring, Brandon C 62 262 Jr. Hueytown, AL 47 Smith, Brian LB 6-3 252 Jr Rome, GA _ for 314-yds. as a receiver his senior year. 
61 Hines, Benjie G 62 275 Jr Pelham, AL Stiell, Darnell LB 6-1 195 Jr. Spanish Fort, AL pee Hed DN eae in stevenson Ar 
38 Holden, Josh FB 6-1 195 So. Florence, AL 1. Thatch, Cedric CB 5-11475 Jr. Tanner, AL Pep aorbach tallok tuber, Wales ee 
45 Hollins, Scotty FS 6-0 180 Jr Birmingham, AL 64 Thomas, Kevin OT 6-7 285 Fr. Atlanta, GA safety in high school, Runs 4.5 40, Had 1,004 rush 
7 Hurst, Al FS 5-11 185 Jr. Bessemer, AL 62 Todd, Ken NG 6-0 250 Jr. Birmingham, AL _ ing yds. and 12 TDs as a senior. 

Jeffries, Anthony WR 511175 So. Birmingham, AL 11 Troupe, Quentin WR 6-0 175 Jr. Tanner, AL Leroy Harris DB 6-2192 Demopolis, AL 
69 Jeter, Curtis NG 5-11 290 Sr. Montgomery, AL Tuck, Kirk G 6-1 260 Fr. Pelham, AL Did not. play football as a sophomore or junior. Led 
82. Johnson, Daryl WR 6-3 200 Jr. ‘Jasper, AL Turner, Jake K 5-10217 Jr Vestavia Hills, AL edi Suxintss a paetn iron 6k 
19. Johnson, Travis WR 6-3 190 So, Jacksonville, AL 94 Waldon, Demorio LB S-11 220 Fr. Auburn, AL Three time all-state, Led team to state playoffs Gach 
12 Jolly, Lee QB 6-2 180 So.  Cedartown,GA 92 Waldrup, Wade P 5-11 185 Sr. Hartselle, AL of his four seasons. Posted 101 tackles as a senior. 
97 Jones, Clint LB 6-2 238 Jr. Trinity, AL 18 Wells, Nathan WR 5-10 180 Fr. Huntsville, AL Reggie Jenkins DB/RB5-11 175 Oxford, AL 
93 King, Reginald DE 6-5 248 Sr. Courtland, AL Whitley, Brandon LB 5-7 170 Fr. Birmingham, AL Alabama Top Prospect selection by Jeff Whitaker's 
30 Ketchum, Michael SS 6-0 195 Fr Birmingham, AL 91 Winborn, Terrance DE 6-5 250 Jr. Gadsden, AL Deep South Football Recruiting Guide. Rushed 182 


times for 1,364 yds. as a senior, scoring 16 TDs. 
Reggie Jiles DL 6-5 310 Gardendale, AL 
Birmingham News Al-Metro. Posted 60 tackles his 
senior season. Runs a 4.9 40. 


Top Returning Leaders 
Matt Johnson QB 6-8 195 Selma, AL 


Depth Chart 
Passing: Lee Jolly, 108-209-1,530-7, 11 TDs Y 
Birmingham News Super Senior. Completed 158 of 


OFFENSE (7) Rushing: Lucious Foster, 149 car., 737 yds., 6 TD 
J Ing: Lu ’ i, yds., Sm 250 passes for 1,879 yds. and 17 TDs as a senior. 
WR 2 Darrius Malone (Jr., 2); 11 Quentin Troupe (Jr., 1) Receiving: Darrius Malone, 28 rec., 435 yds., 3 TDs feaaaau LB 6-2 230 Phenix City, AL 


LT 83 Joel Cain (Jr., 0); 57 Matt Bowden (So., 1) : : ° JC Grid-Wire Honorable Mention All-American at 
LG 56 Brian Creel (Sr., 3); 73 Calvin Mitchell (So., 1) Sone be Ivete, © PGS, 25h, 49 polis Mesisipp swith i2t sips. 


C 55 Brandon Herring (Jr., 2); 86 Josh Powers (Jr., 2) Punting: Daniel Dixon, 69 punts, 37.9 avg. Leron Little 1B. 6-6 220 Alice, AL 
% . a ir a ior. ie 
RG 71 Tim Medders (So., 1); 61 Benjie Hines (Jr., 0) Kicking: 108 Artanis, 6-13 Fas, 25-26 XP among top prospects state by Pigskin. Preps. 
RT 66 Melvin Sidney (Sr., 2); 76 Josh Case (Fr., 0) Tackles: Brian Smith, 114, 72 solo Posted 73 tackles and five sacks as a senior. 
TE 81 Brett Richards (So., 1); 87 Undrae Crosby (So., 1) EECUSHES CUMNVGTE IEC AI CI cea :ame ital teed ala inal eat a demste lh 
QB 12 Lee Jolly (So., 1); 16 Daniel Dixon (So., 1) Interceptions: Rodregis Brooks, 3 senior. Led teany in tackles the last two seasons. 
FB 36 Bart Battles (So., 1); 28 Benji Morrow (Sr., 1) Tworime altcounty selection, Posted 87 tackles 2s a 
RB 5 Lucious Foster (Jr., 2); 25 Percy Coleman (So., 1) senior, Runs 24.6 40, 
WR 19 Travis Johnson (So., 1); 82 Daryl Johnson (Jr., 2) 1998 Schedule Chis Neal DB 6-2 205. Tucson, AZ 
K 27 Jake Arians (Jr., 2) ept. at Nebraska ence at linebacker, Posted 84 tackles. as a sophomore. 
| Seot. 19 Tennessee Tech = A tarts 
DEFENSE (6) ept. 26 Kansas senior, Played quarterback in high school, completing 
Oct:.'3 outhwester isiana — 74-0F446 passes for 1,011 yds. and 12 TDs his senior 
DE 98 James Lewis (Sr., 1); 95 Wallace Rutledge (Sr., 2) Oct. 10 = Fact ein oe — jar ve fan for aidecfae hte aes Sag: 
NG 99 Pernell Davis (Sr., 2); 69 Curtis Jeter (Sr., 3) Oct.17 at Louisiana Tech asta as serie, Nominated or North-South Al: 
DE 88 Sterrick Morgan (Sr., 3); 94 Terrance Winborn (Jr., 2) Oct. 24 Virginia Tech tar game, Runs.a 4.5 40. 
‘ , , : 4d Starlin Ridl LB 6-0 205 _ Atlanta, GA 
LB 8 Derrick Cloud (So., 1); 49 Eric Lampley (So., 0) Oct. 31 at NE Louisiana Posted 98 taekles with six sacks and four ealline for 
LB 47 Brian Smith (Jr, 2); 41 Tyrone Griffin (So., 1) Nov. 7 at Tennessee erated Eh Wes heal Nake 20-6 over 
i Be ead ring AN aD 97 ae sis an 2) Nov. = Middle Tennessee Nick Stewart 1B Sat 195. Montgomery AL 
an Lundy (Sf, 3); yson Eason (30., Nov. 21 Tennessee-Martin ree-time all-state selection. Poste tackles as 
CB 9 Omar Parker (Sr., 3), 33 Anthony Blevins (Sr. 0) Selsey a ete gpa 
CB 21 Rodregis Brooks (Jr., 2); 1 Cedric Thatch (Jr., 1) = s Marreo Thomas RB/LBG-1 225 Anniston, AL 
ian Si R St labama Top Prospect by Jeff Whitaker's Deep Sout 
SS _30 Michael Ketchum (Fr., 0); 35 Adrian Singleton (Fr., 0) ising ar la lg abide is Se me uly 
FS 45 Scotty Hollins (Jr., 1); 7 Al Hurst (Jr., 2) Ro AML) MOM URC MM Comm DoSte0 5° tackles on defense despite missing four of 
. . 5 ie ames. 
P 16 Daniel Dixon (So., 1); 92 Wade Waldrop (Sr., 0) shirt freshman and responded with great ‘Avery Wamer 8 DB 6-2 190 Decatur, GA 


confidence and productivity. Fine mobili Posted 86 tackles as a senior. Led team with 14 pass 
(#) indicates number of returning starters p y. ly break-ups, Team's leading kick returner. Runs a 4.5 40, 


BOLD indicates returning starters and above-average speed (a 4.55 in the James Willams DB 63 208 Clarksdale, MS 
5 indi r ili i j Posted tackles, including solos as a sopho- 
RS euemipans UMCAL nets, Wax 40), plus a willingness to improve, give more at Coahoma JC. Second on the team with 52 
Jolly a chance to be one of the better quar- FERIESESEaCSiirus 
i Sentell Winston DB 6-2 188 Demopolis, AL 
terbacks in the South by 1999. estes 46 tackles and four ints. as a senior. Runs a 
6 40. 
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high school practice field. The long down- 

field bomb sailed 10 yards beyond the grasp 
of a tall seventh-grader trying out for wide 
receiver. He was so miffed at the miss that he 
retrieved the ball from the turf and threw it all 
the way back up the field. He’s been playing 
quarterback ever since. 

That young seventh-grader was Central 
Florida's Daunte Culpepper. After amassing 480 
yards of total offense — 385 passing — last sea- 
son against Northeast Louisiana, Culpepper was 
signing autographs for a youth football team. 
One of the youngsters, awed by the performance 


i t started with a pass incompletion on a junior 


Daunte Culpepper 


he had seen, asked Culpepper, “How come 
there’s a pro quarterback playing in college?” 
Gene McDowell stepped down as the Knights’ 
head coach in January and Mike Kruczek 
stepped right up. Kruczek had been McDowell’s 
offensive coordinator since 1985, which assures a 
smooth transition for Culpepper and the offense. 


quarterbacks 


Culpepper may be the top pro prospect 
among this year’s senior quarterbacks. In "97 he 
was named first-team All-America by the NFL 
Draft Report after completing 62.5 percent of 
his passes for 3,086 yards and 25 touchdowns. 
The 6-5, 240-pound senior also ran for 438 
yards last season, second-best on the team. 


running backs 

Senior Mike Grant returns at tailback after 
leading the team in rushing a year ago with 565 
yards and 12 TDs. Sophomores Edward Mack, 
who redshirted last season after a promising 
freshman year, and Dwight Collins, who aver- 
aged a team-high 6.5 yards on 42 carries as a true 
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freshman, are battling for playing time. Junior 
Page Sessoms moves up at fullback, strictly a lead 
blocking job at UCE 


receivers 


Senior Siaha Burley finished sixth in the 
nation in receiving with 77 catches for 1,106 
yards and seven touchdowns. Senior Mark Non- 
sant added 48 catches for 703 yards and three 
scores. When the Knights line up in a three-wide 
receiver set, junior Charles Lee, who caught six 
touchdown passes in ’97, is in the slot. 


offensive linemen 


Senior Ryan Gillis, who sat out 1997 after suc- 
cessful cancer surgery, has reclaimed the guard 
spot he occupied in ’96, providing four returning 
starters up front. A fifth returning starter, junior 
tackle Frank Haynes, should be back with the 
front five by the fall after recuperating from a lac- 
eration that cut tendons in his ankle. If not, 
sophomore Freddie Moore can fill in. Senior 
Cornell Green, 6-6, 310 and athletic, is the 
strong-side tackle. Senior guard Marcus Jenkins 
and sophomore center Chris Lorenti round out 
the starting unit. 


defensive linemen 


Sophomore Fred Harley, a starting tackle a 
year ago, and junior Marv Richardson have first 
shot at the end assignments. Junior Justen Moore 
enters his third year as a starter at tackle, where 
sophomore Jeff Mauldin logged 27 tackles off 
the bench as a rookie. 


linebackers 


Senior Mike Palmer is a playmaker from his 
weak-side linebacker spot. Junior Deaubry 
Devine, who collected 22 tackles in the Nebraska 
game, moves up to full-time status in the middle. 
Senior Deon Porter moved from free safety to 
shore up the third linebacking spot. He'll enter 
fall as a starter. 


defensive backs 


Senior cornerback Reginald Doster notched 
two interceptions and 10 pass deflections in ’97. 
Sophomore Damien Demps is penciled in at free 
safety. Sophomore Davin Bush, who started 
eight games as a freshman in "96, will start in the 
corner opposite Doster after redshirting last year. 


specialists 

Senior Fred Waczewski, a Lou Groza Award 
semifinalist in °97, will handle the placekicking 
chores. Waczewski was 13-of-16 (.813) on field 
goal attempts, including a 5l-yarder against 
Nebraska, and 43-of-45 on PATs. Chad Downey 
will handle the punting chores. 
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1997 Record: Head Coach 


Mike Kruczek 


1998 Central Florida Roster 


NO. NAME HT. cL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Andrews, Thomas Se 6-5 Mes Fr. Hinesville, GA Hutto, Chance G 64 250 Fr. Bainbridge, GA 1998 Signees 
Badalamenti, Vito FB 5-11 200 Jr. Manalapan, NJ 71 Jenkins, Marcus G 64 280 Sr. St. Petersburg,FL NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
68 Baumann, Kurt G 6-4 280 So. Chiefland, FL 38 Kelly, Earnell LB 5-11 205 Jr, Gainesville, FL Thomas Andrews DE 6-5 225 Hinesville, GA 
69 Beauchamp, John G 64 280 So. Chiefland, FL 7 Lee, Charles WR 6-1 200 Jr. Homestead, FL —_All-region and all-state in 1997; had 85 tackles and 
1 Burley, Siaha WR 6-0 175 Sr. Mesa, AZ 19 Leister, Eric WR 5-10 180 Sr. Orlando, FL Six sacks last year; runs a 4.8 in the 40, 
11 Bush, Davin CB 5-8 160 So. Hialeah, FL Livermon, Melvin SS 5-8 165 So, Fort Myers, FL 
88 Clark, Kenny WR 6-1 205 So. Ocala, FL 76 Lorenti, Chris C 64 300 So. So. Daytona, FL 
Clark, Melvin WR 5-10170 Fr Thomasville,GA 23 Mack, Edward TB 5-9 190 So. Valdosta, GA 
Coleman, Joe DB 5-10 185 fr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL Martinez, Tom DT 63 250 Fr. Brandon, FL #RVSNHCIAIK ae Willy 5-10-2720 Sa bomasvilelGN 
31 Collins, Dwight 1B 5-10 210 So, Lake Charles, FL 85. Mauldin, Jeff DT 6-3 255 So. Gulf Breeze, FL_ | Hones sat singleseason mark with 49 1D tines 
Combs, Reagan TE 6-1 220 Jr, Macclenny, FL McCray, Garrett OL 6-5 280 Fr, Mayo, FL 4.45 in the 40. : 
8 Culpepper, Daunte QB 6-5 240 Sr. Ocala, FL McGriff, Britt WR 5-10 165 Fr. Gainesville, FL 
16 Davis, Tavirus WR 6-2 190 Fr. Ft. Lauderdale,FL 95 McKibben, Josh DT 6-2 260 Fr. Wauchula, FL 
46 Davis, Willie LB 6-0 215 So. Pensacola, FL 2 Miranda, Paul CB 60 175 Sr. Thomasville, GA 
65 Dayton, Bill C 6-3 285 Sr. Vero Beach, FL 91 Moore, Justen OT 64 265 Jr Ocala, FL Joe Coleman DB 510185 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
93 Dedelow, Scott DT 6-2 265 Jr. Oviedo, FL 75 Moore, Freddie OT 6-5 295 So. Tallahassee, FL Class 5A secondteam all-state; first-team all-county; 
40 Demps, Damien DB 5-14 180 So. Miami, FL 18 Nonsant, Mark WR 5-11 185 Sr. W.Palm Beach, FL ‘WS @ 4.65 Inthe 40, 
6 Devine, Deaubrey LB 6-0 235 Jr. Lakeland, FL 41 Palmer, Mike LB 6-0 235 Sr. Cocoa Beach, FL 
3 Doster, Reginald CB 5-9 175 Sr. Deerfield Bch., FL Pontiflet, Raheem DE 6-4 235 Jr. Jacksonville, FL 
12 Downey, Chad K/P 5-8 175 Sr. Cape Coral, FL 22 Porter, Deon SS 62 195 Sr. Waycross, GA 
21 Dukes, Jay P 510180 Jr  LaGrange,GA Purdie, Andre CB 5-9 165 Fr, Foley, AL tpreiee tia jacshenristerine heck wa ines 
78 El-Hawary, Ahmed G 6-2 260 So. MenittIsland, FL 17 Rice, Tyrell SS 6-0 180 So, Ft. Pierce, FL —_ last season; all-conference and all-county; led team 
58 Ferguson, Edwin DE 6-4 225 Jr W.Palm Beach, FL 87 Richardson, Marv DE 64 245 Jr. Belleville, |_ in tackles with 98 and had four ints. last season. 
30 Field, Joe FB 6-0 235 So. Miami, FL 33 Robbins, Dossy FB 6-1 245 Sr. Marathon, FL 
55 Frawley, Patrick SN 6-0 190 So. Ft. Lauderdale, FL Robinson, Kelvin QB 6-1 210 Jr. Prichard, AL 
4 Fye, Jeff CB 5-8 160 Jr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL Rodriguez, Tito LB 6-2 235 Fr. Fort Myers, FL 
72 Gillis, Ryan G 64 290 Sr, Largo, FL 92 Rosser, Tony DT 6-3 330 Sr, Marietta, GA Omarl ee 4s ocean peenentaiions Ny 
34 Goldberg, Ben TE 6-1 235 Sr. Gainesville, FL 35 Sessoms, Page FB 6-0 215 J. Dade City, FL_ | ofthe Year in 1995; Parade Magazine and BLUECHIP 
Golson, Vito LB 6-3 190 Fr. St. Petersburg, FL Shavers, Tommy FS 6-0 185 So. Florida City, FL _iustrated All-America in 1995; played In 1996 at Mit 
24 Grant, Mike TB 5-10185 Sr. Jacksonville, FL 36 Shorter, Elliott FS 5-10 190 Fr. Quincy, FL ford Academy. 
70 Green, Cornell OT 6-6 310 Sr. St. Petersburg, FL Smith, Darryn DE 6-5 240 Jr. Vicksburg, MS 
9 Gunn, Chris LB 6-1 215 Sr. Prairie, MS 26 Smith, Maurice TB 5-9 180 So. Oviedo, FL 
Hardman, Tony LB 6-0 235 Fr. Clearwater, FL 56 Smith, Rachaud LB 60 210 So. Miami, FL 
80. Harley, Fred DE 6-3 245 So.  CapeCoral,FL 32 Snyder, Albert CB 5-11170 Fr. Palm Bay, FL | Ghance Hutto OL 6-4 260 Bainbridge, GA 
79 Haynes, Frank OT 66 310 Jr. DelrayBeach,FL 50 Spencer, Mike LB 6-2 230 Jr. Merritt Island, FL te minie, Georeia: Eades. Out 
Hedge, Mike QB 6-1 210 Fr. Clearwater, FL 82 Thames, Blake TE 6-2 215 Fr. W. Palm Beach, FL ; 
77 Hemdon, Daron C 6-1 290 So. Altamonte Spgs.,FL 14 Thorpe, Jason QB 6-0 180 Sr. Lakeland, FL 
13 Hinshaw, Tyson QB 6-1 170 So. Orlando, FL 89 Underwood, Wanzell TE 6-6 245 Fr. Syracuse, NY 
Howard, Omari TB 5-10 205 Fr, Syracuse, NY 29 Waczewski, Fred K 5&9 175 Sr. Orlando, FL Garrett McCray OL 6-5 280 Mayo, FL 
= Hubbard, Joey Ms 6-3 245 Sr Chiefland, FL Waite, Randolph WR 6-1 175 Fr. Orlando, FL _ First-team all-state; 115 tackles as a senior; team) fin 
Hulsman, Mike 6-4 235 af Deltona Pine, FL Wilson, David OT 6-5 295 Jr. MerrittIsland, FL — 'shed runnerup in Class 2A. 
Hutcherson, David 6-1 200 Englewood, FL Wilson, Maurice TB 6-2 185 Fr. Tallahassee, FL 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (10) 


WR 18 Mark Nonsant (Sr., 3); 19 Eric Leister (Sr., 2) 
LT 70 Cornell Green (Sr., 3); 68 Kurt Baumann (So., 1) 
LG 71 Marcus Jenkins (Sr., 3); 78 Ahmed El-Hawary (So., 1) 


oo Returning Leaders 
Britt McGriff WR 5-10165 Gainesville, FL 


Passing: Duante Culpepper, 238-381-3,086-10, 25 TDs Played quarterback, defensive back and returned 
Rushing: Mike Grant, 132 car., 565 yds., 12 TDs kicks; third-team all-state; runs a 4.5 in the 40. 
Receiving: Siaha Burley, 77 rec., 1,106 yds., 7 TDs 

Scoring: Mike Grant, 14 TDs, 84 points 


: Punting: Chad Downey, 6 punts, 39.2 avg. Raheem Pontiflet DE 6-4 235 Jacksonville, FL 
C 76 Chris Lorenti (So., 1); 77 Daron Herndon (So., 1) es : ity naknnl tats 
RG 72 Ryan Gillis (Sr, 3); 69 John Beauchamp (So., 1) FAL MA CC OURLCMCRM CR UMMMEE 0000" iceiscion Co inst sesso ns o 2.6 n 
RT 79 Frank Haynes (Jr., 2); 75 Freddie Moore (So., 1) Tackles: Mike Palmer, 68, 44 solo the 40. 
TE 86 Joey Hubbard (Sr., 3); 34 Ben Goldberg (Sr., 1) Sacks: Mike Palmer, 3 


te) PTT] o1-))) a el) OMe Interceptions: Mike Palmer and Reginald Doster, 2 


FB 35 Page Sessoms (Jr., 1); 33 Dossy Robbins (Sr., 0) Andre Purdie CB 5-9 165 Foley, AL 
TB 24 Mike Grant (Sr., 2); 23 Edward Mack (So., 1) Allregion as a junior and senior; 190 tackles and 
WR 1 Siaha oe (Sr, A 88 Kenny Clark nee 4) 1998 Schedule rete during high school career; runs a 4.4 in 
K 29 Fred Waczewski (Sr., 3); 12 Chad Downey (Sr., 1) Sept. 5 at Louisiana Tech 
Sept.12 Eastern Illinois 

DEFENSE (5) Sept. 19 at Purdue Kelvin Robinson QB 6-1 210 Prichard, AL 
DE 80 Fred Harley (So., 1); 58 Edwin Ferguson (Jr., 0) Sept. 26 at Bowling Green edayagagiede Mae ah Mca tol 
DT 91 Justen Moore (Jr., 2); 93 Scott Dedelow (Jr., 2) Oct. 3 at Toledo inane Gateaacine ee : 
DT 85 Jeff Mauldin (So., 1); 95 Josh McKibben (Fr., 0) Oct. 10 Northern Illinois 
DE 87 Marv Richardson (Jr., 2); 99 Mike Hulsman (Fr., 0) Oct. 24 at Southwestern La. 
LB 22 Deon Porter (Sr., 2); Tony Hardman (Fr., 0) Oct. 31 Youngstown State Dacrys Saki DE 628 (20%, Viekabinglnes 


LB 6 Deaubrey Devine (Jr., 2); Tito Rodriguez (Fr., 0) 


A ber of the Missi: i Ji Coll Le 
LB 41 Mike Palmer (Sr., 2); 46 Willie Davis (So., 1) Nov. 7 at Auburn Serbiet for Ba aed 1997 tee a 2 ieoh Verte 


Champions for 1996 and 1997; has a 28-inch verti- 


CB 3 Reginald Doster (Sr., 3); 2 Paul Miranda (Sr., 2) Nov. 14 Ball State cal; runs a 4.75 in the 40, 

CB 11 Davin Bush (So., 1); 4 Jeff Fye Ur. 1) Nov. 21 New Mexico 

SS 17 Tyrell Rice (So., 1); 36 Elliott Shorter (Fr., 0) = oe 

FS 10 Damien Demps (So., 1); Tommy Shavers (So., 0) Rising Star , Randolph Waite WR 6-2 175 Orlando, FL 
P 12 Chad Downey (Sr., 1); 24 Jay Dukes (Jr., 0) Tailback Dwight Collins, who has been [RERBEIE GI Comers sumac maCiiasctct icaH 


deaf due to illness since the age of 11 -RamuMEaSs 
months, carried the ball 42 times last 


(#) indicates number of returning starters year as a true freshman and led the Cen- 
BOLD indicates returning starters . ~ . 
ris cela belt ad a tral Florida backs with a 6.5-yard aver (UEMICOVIC UNECE ME me cic owas 
Rushed for 4,280 career yds. with 45 TDs on 407 
age. Carries; first-team all-state as a junior and a senior; 


District 3 Class 3A Player of the Year. 
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Tim Rattay 


on the heels of a 6-5 1996 needing to 
replace its all-time passing leader, Jason 
Martin. Quarterback was a question mark, but 
that question was answered with an exclamation 
point. Coach Gary Crowton gave the ball to 
junior college transfer Tim Rattay, who pro- 
ceeded to lead the nation in total offense while 
leading the Bulldogs to a 9-2 record. His perfor- 
mance in a 26-20 win over Alabama in 
Tuscaloosa grabbed the nation’s attention. 
But Rattay is not the only all-star on this team. 
Wide receiver Troy Edwards finished last season 
No. 1 nationally in both receiving yardage and 


ll ouisiana Tech entered the 1997 campaign 


all-purpose yards. In all, six offensive and seven 
defensive starters are back. ‘To open the season, 
Central Florida and its own quarterback phenom 
Daunte Culpepper visit Ruston on Sept. 5 for 
what could be a spectacular showcase. 


quarterback 


There's quite a standard to live up to in Rus- 
ton, led by Terry Bradshaw, four-time NFL 
champion, and Rattay’s immediate predecessor 
Martin. Bradshaw posted seven 300-yard passing 
games in his Louisiana Tech career, Martin eight. 
Rattay had nine in just his first year. In addition 
to his nation-leading total offense output of 
359.8 yards per game, he finished second nation- 
ally in both passing yards (3,881) and comple- 
tions (293). Redshirt freshman Wesley Pate must 
be a fine backup since last year’s number two sig- 
nal-caller, David Newman, is now a tight end. 


running backs 

Any notion that the Louisiana Tech offense is 
one-dimensional should be put to rest by the 
return of tailback Bobby Ray Tell, a 5—G jitterbug 
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who ran for 800 yards in °97. Senior Terence 
Wilson returns in his blocking role at fullback. 


receivers. 


Edwards, a senior who possesses breakaway 
speed and a knack for getting open deep, caught 
102 passes (second nationally) for 1,707 yards 
(first) and 13 touchdowns and rushed for a 12.7- 
yard average on 15 carries. Defenders must keep 
number 16 in plain sight on every play. 

Senior Cedric Williams (36 catches, 404 yards) 
and sophomore Sean Cangelosi (27, 332) will 
split time at the other wide receiver spot, with 
senior Steven Hampton a third receiver. Tight 
end Josh Bradley will be tough to replace, but 6-8 
senior Marlon Chambers will try. 


offensive linemen 


Now the bad news. Four starters are gone 
from the offensive line. Tackle Joey Chustz, a 
6-6, 310-pound junior, is the lone returnee. 
Junior college transfer Robert Skapura and 
sophomore Max Landry are battling for the 
other tackle assignment, with senior Josh 
Yankowsky and junior Rob Koontz at the guards 
and junior David St. Marie at center. 


defensive linemen 


The defensive front wall is a team strength. 
Senior nose guard Otis Pitts and junior tackle 
Jerome King are stalwart run-stuffers responsible 
for a combined 11 tackles for loss last year. King 
contributed seven sacks to the cause. Juniors Jar- 
rett Procell, a returning starter, and Desmond 
Nunnery will go at the ends. 


linebackers 


The top two tacklers, linebackers Myron Smith 
and Gomeya Cooper, must be replaced, but 
senior Selu Alofipo led the Bulldogs with nine 
tackles for loss in 97. He and senior Adrian Fred- 
ericks are undersized but quick and opportunistic 
at the outside spots. Battle-hardened junior 
Damon Harrington steps up in the middle. 


defensive backs 


Senior Mark Thomas and sophomore Roder- 
ick Pernetter return on the corners. Senior strong 
safety Charles Bowman notched 52 tackles and a 
pair of sacks in °97. Either of two juniors, Fred- 
erick Lewis (four interceptions in a reserve role) 
or Dewey Simpson will land at free safety. 


specialists 


With Edwards returning kickoffs and Can- 
gelosi punts, the return game is in solid shape. 
Newman, the quarterback-turned-tight end, will 
do the punting with junior Andrew ‘Taylor the 
new placekicker. 
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NO, NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. 
91 Aab, Kiso DE 6-1 240 Fr. 
25 Alofipo, Selu (B 5-10 220 Sr. 
24 Armstrong, Jason TB 5-10 218 Sr. 
Berlin, Corey WR 5-10 165 Fr. 
34 Boone, Michael DE 62 235 So. 
6 Bowman, Charles S 5-11 180 Sr. 
49 Bradford, Brian 1B 6-0 210 Jr. 
Brooks, Terrance WR 5-11 180 Fr. 
Brown, Selby OL 64 285 Jr. 
Brown, Tramaine DB 5-10 185 Fr. 
81 Cangelosi, Sean WR 6-4 200 So. 
84 Chambers, Marlon TE 68 255 
66 Chustz, Joey OL 66 310 
98 Clark, Micah DL 6-3 240 So. 
9 Daigre, Delwyn WR 6-1 205 Fr. 
67 Darby, Nathan LB 6-1 210 Jr. 
23 Davis, Clint S$ 60 180 Jr. 
16 Edwards, Troy WR 5-10 195 Sr. 
49 Ford, Marion DB 6-0 185 Sr. 
42 Fredericks, Adrian LB 5-11 215 Sr. 
43 Gray, Bobby DB 6-1 205 Fr. 
47 Hampton, Steven WR 5-9 175 Sr 
51 Harrington,Damon LB 6-1 225 Jr. 
47 Henley, Lyle LB 6-2 286 Sr. 
73 Hulett, Logan OL 6-6 285 Fr. 
9 Jenkins, Paul WR 5-11 180 Sr. 
90 Johnson, Rod DL 6-1 210 So. 
99 King, Jerome DE 6-4 270 Jr. 
65 Koontz, Rob OL 6-4 280 Jr. 
52 Landry, Max OL 6-6 285 So. 
48 Lasseigne, Tyler FB 5-9 217 Jr. 
27 Lewis, Frederick DB 5-10175 Jr 
Lewis, Jelani WR 5-7 160 Fr: 
5 Lloyd, Rodney DL 6-3 265 Sr. 
88 Long, Devon WR 5-10 170 Sr. 
Maddux, Scott WR 6-0 180 Jr 
87 Molntosh, Trey TE 66 220 Jr. 
McMurray, Scott LB 60 225 So. 
60 Moore, Jerry LB 6-1 228 Sr. 
Morgan, Joey OL 64 280 So. 
18 Newman, David TE 67 230 So 
59 Nunnery, Desmond OL 6-3 255 Jr. 
Depth Char 
OFFENSE (6) 


HOMETOWN 
Fagaitua, Samoa 


Salt Lake City, UT 


Zachary, LA 
Shreveport, LA 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Houston, TX 
Vidalia, LA 
Shreveport, LA 
Tempe, AZ 
Shreveport, LA 
Baton Rouge, LA 


Sr. Corpus Christi, TX 
Jr.Denham Springs, LA 


Tampa, FL 

Baton Rouge, LA 
Hernando, MS 
Monroe, LA 
Shreveport, LA 
Memphis, TN 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Aldine, TX 
Ruston, LA 
Elkton, MD 
Warren, AR 
Lumberton, TX 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Shreveport, LA 
West Monroe, LA 
West Monroe, LA 
New Orleans, LA 
Cut Off, LA 
Franklin, LA 
Shreveport, LA 
Ferriday, LA 
Tempe, AZ 
Kingwood, TX 
Oak Grove, LA 
West Monroe, LA 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Jonesboro, LA 
St. Joseph, LA 
New Orleans, LA 


t 


WR 16 Troy Edwards (Sr., 2); 88 Devon Long (Sr., 1) 
77 Robert Skapura (Jr., 0); 52 Max Landry (So., 1) 


LT 
LG 
c 
RG 
RT 


TE 
QB 
FB 
TB 
WR 


68 Josh Yankowsky (Sr., 1); 79 Randy Richard (Fr., 0) 


63 David St. Marie (Jr., 0); Selby Brown (Jr., 0) 
65 Rob Koontz (Jr., 2); Joey Morgan (So., 0) 


66 Joey Chustz (Jr., 2); 73 Logan Hu 


lett (Fr., 0) 


1998 Louisiana Tech Roster 


84 Marlon Chambers (Sr., 1); 87 Trey Mcintosh (Jr., 1) 
13 Tim Rattay (Jr., 1); 10 Wes Pate (Fr., 0) 


20 Terence Wilson (Sr., 3); 32 Terry 


Pratt (Sr., 1) 


22 Bobby Ray Tell (Jr., 2); 8 John Simon (Fr., 0) 
15 Cedric Williams (Sr., 3); 81 Sean Cangelosi (So., 1) 


Andrew Taylor (Jr., 0) 
DEFENSE (7) 


59 Desmond Nunnery (Jr., 2); 5 Rodney Lloyd (Sr., 3) 


94 Otis Pitts (Sr., 2); 96 Chris Willis 


(Jr., 2) 


99 Jerome King (Jr., 1); 98 Micah Clark (So., 1) 
93 Jarrett Procell (Jr., 2); 90 Rod Johnson (So., 0) 


25 Selu Alofipo (Sr., 1); 42 Adrian Fredericks (Sr., 3) 


51 Damon Harrington (Jr., 2); 33 Suaese Ta’ase (Sr., 1) 


53 Quincy Stewart (So., 1); 67 Nathan Darby (Jr., 1) 


30 Roderick Pernetter (So., 1); 27 Frederick Lewis (Jr., 1) 


26 Mark Thomas (Sr., 1); 19 Marlon 


6 Charles Bowman (Sr., 1); 1 Derrick Parker (Sr., 3) 


Ford (Sr., 3) 


29 Dewey Simpson (Jr., 1); 23 Clint Davis (Jr., 1) 


18 David Newman (So., 1) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


. NAME POS, 
O'Toole, Shawn TE 
Owens, Jason RB 
Owens, Tom LB 
Parker, Derrick DB 
Pate, Wesley QB 
Pernetter, Roderick CB 
Pitts, Otis DL 
Pratt, Terry FB 
Procell, Jarrett DL 
Rattay, Tim QB 
Reed, Jedediah S 
Richard, Randy OL 
Rollins, Shane LB 
Simon, John RB 
Simpson, Dewey CB 
Skapura, Robert OL 
Smith, Blake LB 
St. Marie, David OL 
Stallworth, Brian QB 
Stewart, Quincy LB 
Ta'ase, Suaese LB 
Taylor, Andrew K 
Tell, Bobby Ray RB 
Thomas, Mark DB 
Tyler, Matt OL 
Wilkerson, Clint DB 
Williams, Cedric WR 
Willis, Chris DE 
Willis, Daniel DB 
Wilson, Terence FB 
Wright, Larry WR 
Yankowsky, Josh OL 


1997 Record: 


HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
6-5 270 Sr. Evadale, TX 
6-1 215 Fr. Thibodaux, LA 
6-1 210 So. Shreveport, LA 
6-0 228 Sr. Beaumont, TX 
64 220 Fr. Arp, TX 
5-11 180 So. Bay City, TX 
6-1 285 Sr. Bossier City, LA 
6-0 218 Sr. Shreveport, LA 
6-3 275 Jr. Bossier City, LA 
6-1 200 Jr. Phoenix, AZ 
6-2 190 So, Baton Rouge, LA 
6-5 305 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 
6-1 225 Fr. Monroe, LA 
5-10 190 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 
5-10 180 Jr. Dallas, TX 
66 301 Jr. Tucson, AZ 
5-11 220 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 
63 295 Jr. Lockport, LA 
6-2 205 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 
6-1 215 So. Tyler, TX 
5-8 285 Sr. Pago-Pago, Samoa 
5-9 170 Jr Pineville, LA 
5-6 190 Jr. Haynesville, LA 
5-11 185 Sr. Tuscaloosa, AL 
5-11 242 Jr. Bossier City, La 
6-1 190 Fr. Forest, MS 
5-11 195 Sr. Newellton, LA 
6-3 265 Jr. Mesquite, TX 
6-1 180 Sr. Jackson, MS 
5-10 228 Sr. New Orleans, LA 
6-0 185 Sr. Monroe, LA 
6-3 270 Sr. Baton Rouge, LA 


: Bobby Ray Tell, 118 car., 800 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Troy Edwards, 102 rec., 1,707 yds., 13 TDs 
Scoring: Troy Edwards, 16 TDs, 96 points 


Punting: none 


Kicking: none 
Tackles: Selu Alofipo, 55, 35 solo 

Sacks: Jerome King, 7 

Interceptions: Frederick Lewis, 4 for 28 yards 


1998 Schedule 


Sept. 5 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 26 

Oct:.'3 

Oct. 10 

Oct. 17 

Oct. 24 

Oct. 31 

Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 

Nov. 26 


Central Florida 
at Texas A&M 

at Wyoming 
Boise State 

at NE Louisiana 
UAB 

at Auburn 

at Nicholls State 
at Arkansas State 
SW Louisiana 

at Tulane 


Rising Star 

With linebacker an area of need for the 
Bulldogs, Curtis Randall could make an 
immediate impact. A PrepStar All-South- 


east choice as a defensive lineman, Ran- 
dall’s speed, tenacity and 6-3, 220 size 
make him a better fit at linebacker. 


Head Coach 
Gary Crowton 


1998 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Corey Addison RB 6-0 210 Kentwood, LA 
Rushed for 25 TDs and over 2,800 yds. in his career; 
helped team claim the 1997 Class A state title; all 
district and al-area, 


Brandon Avance LB 6-4 215 Mesquite, TX 
Twotime altdistrict and two-time all-state; finished 
1997 with 126 tackles, 


Corey Berlin WR 5-10170 Shreveport, LA 
Second-team allstate;all-area and altdistrict; had 83 
catches for 1,200 yds. and 10 TDs in 1997. 


Selby Brown OL 6-4 285 Tempe, AZ 
Attended Scottsdale CC last year; 1997 Offensive 
Lineman of the Year last season for Scottsdale. 


Sidney Coates RB 5-10175 Shreveport, LA 
First-team. all-city and alldistrict; honorable mention 
all-state; 1,500 career rushing yds. 


Michael Courville WR 6-1 182 Galveston, TX 
Attended Blinn JC last year; first-team All-Texas JC; 
honorable mention all-state at Galveston Ball High 
School. 


Kerry Davis WR 5-11 165 Grand Prairie, TX 
Two-time aildistrict and ai-area; honorable mention 
all-state; 47 catches and 13 TDs in 1997. 


Justin Durbin TE 6-4 235 Winnfield, LA 
Two-time all-district, all-state; selected to the East All- 
Star Game; district champion in the javelin. 


Arthur Jefferson RB 5-9 198 Mesquite, TX 
Offensive MVP in high school district; Al-Greater Dal- 
las; 1,727 rushing yds, in 1997, 


Michael Lenard DB 6-1 190 West Monroe, LA 
Totaled 53 tackles, three ints. and three blocked 
punts as a senior; all-district free safety as a junior 
and senior: Class 5A All-State. 


Thadrick Love LB 6-0 198 Lancaster, TX 
Two-time all-district; All-Southwest Texas. 


Shawn Murff OL 6-4 285 Covington, LA 
Class 4A All-State selection; three-time all<district 
selection; Louisiana High School All-Star Game selec- 
tion. 


Quincy Myles DL 6-4 275 Shreveport, LA 
First-team all-district; Defensive MVP for Huntington 
High School; recorded 10 sacks in 1997. 


Kenneth Nickerson RB/DB 6-0 192 Baton Rouge, LA 
Gained 587 yds. on 83 rushing attempts, scoring six 
TDs; had 15 kickoff returns for 387 yds.; ran a 21.8 
in the 200 meters. 


Kevin Pond K/P 5-10185 Covington, LA 
Hit 14 of 19 field goals last season at Southwest 
Community College; three-time all-district and all- 
state as a senior at Covington High School. 


Curtis Randall LB 6-3 220 Morgan City, LA 
Three-time all-state selection; PrepStar All-Southeast 
Region firstteam All-America; 100-meter defending 
state champion with a 10.69, 


Justin Rocket OL 6-5 345 Ruston, LA 
Class 2-5A All-District honorable mention selection at 
Ruston High School. 


Andy Robinson QB 6-5 230 Delhi, LA 
Threw for 2,053 yds, and 24 touchdowns in 1997; 
Offensive MVP of District 2-2A. 


E.J. Scruggs OL 6-3 300 Sherman, TX 
Played for a Trinity Valley CC team that won the junior 
college national championship. 


Mohammed Shittu RB 5-11 205 Arlington, TX 
Firstteam altdistrict and all-area; rushed for 1.053 
yds. in 1997. 


Carlin Thomas DE 6-3 225 Ferriday, LA 
Had 12 sacks and 62 tackles in 1997; honorable 
mention Class 3A All-District; second-team All-North- 
east Louisiana selection. 


Steve Walker DL 64 260 Emmett, ID 
First-team Al- Western States at Ricks JC; allregion; 
second on the team in tackles with 89. 


Gerome Wallace LB 6-2 222 Farmerville, LA 


Class 3A All-State in 1997; lettered four years in foot- 
ball; finished with 126 tackles and six sacks in 1997. 
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t doesn't hurt that Northeast Louisiana coach 
Ed Zaunbrecher owns a degree in psychol- 
ogy. He may find good use for it before the 
1998 season opens. The Indians, coming off a 
5-7 record, face a schedule that includes games 
at Florida, Kansas State and Arizona. On the plus 
side, the rest of the schedule is manageable. 
Both sides of the ball present good news-bad 
news situations, Ten starters return on defense, 
including the top two tacklers from a year ago. 
But the absentee is end Steve Foley, who led the 
nation in sacks with 18%. The Indians’ offense 
welcomes back eight starters. The bad news is, 
the quarterback isn’t one of them. 


James Landers 


quarterbacks 


Daniel Jeremiah and Bo Meeks, who shared 
quarterback duties a year ago, have both gradu- 
ated. Sophomore Jason Grein, last year’s No. 3, 
saw enough action in four games to complete 10- 
of-20 passes. His top competition is 6-4 redshirt 
freshman Andre Vige, who the coaches feel has 
high potential. Grein has the stronger arm of the 
two but is only 5-11. 


running backs 


The Indians must find a way to replace Mar- 
quis Williams’ 977 rushing yards and nine 
touchdowns, and the task might be accom- 
plished by a committee of scatbacks. Junior 
Richard Love finished third on the team in both 
rushing and receiving. Junior Kond Allen scored 
two game-winning touchdowns last season, 
against Central Florida and, in overtime, at 
Hawaii. Seniors Mike Mitchell, a dangerous 
punt returner, and J.J. Patterson, a converted 
wide receiver, will also carry their share of the 
load. Senior fullback Alan Ricard led this year’s 
returnees in rushing. 
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receivers 


Senior Marty Booker is one of the best wide 
receivers in Northeast’s history. He led the team 
with 44 catches for 621 yards and five TDs in 
97. Senior Tony Akins and junior Derrick 
Bridges combined for 57 catches and will con- 
tinue to keep the pressure off Booker. Junior 
Chris Spencer is back at tight end. 


offensive linemen 


Three starters return in the offensive line, with 
senior tackle James Landers and junior guard 
Shane Pittard holding down the right side, and 
300-pound sophomore Rod Daniel back at left 
guard. Landers allowed only one sack in 365 pass 
attempts last year. Junior Don Tillman takes over 
at center with sophomore Padraic McGinnis 
moving up at left tackle. The starting unit is 
solid, but depth is precariously thin. 


defensive linemen 


Even on a defense as well-stocked with proven 
veterans as NLU’s, losing Foley is a blow. Senior 
tackle Greg Morris will assume the leadership 
role up front. Junior Jonathan Foster returns at 
one end, while sophomore Ron Phenix faces the 
daunting challenge of replacing Foley at the 
other. Senior Mike Milton and junior Harvey 
Goins join Morris in an effective rotation inside. 


linebackers 

Aggressive senior Sirl Wright leads an experi- 
enced group of linebackers. Senior D.J. Davis 
and junior Desmond Beckwith man the outside 
posts with Wright in the middle. Sophomore 
Otis Drew started five games, collecting 48 tack- 
les, five for losses, before an injury cut his season 
short. Senior Marlon Turner, who is most adept 
at pass coverage, is challenging on the weak side. 


defensive backs 


Senior Brian Taylor notched 113 tackles 
though he didn’t become a starter until midsea- 
son. He returns at free safety as does junior Travis 
Singleton, the early-season starter. Sophomore 
cornerback Pat Dennis picked off three passes 
and was named freshman All-America. Senior 
strong safety Dee Jefferson, all 5-7 of him, has a 
nasty reputation as a hitter and broke up 10 
passes. Sophomore Henry Whitehead returns in 
the corner opposite Dennis. 


specialists 

Senior Cory Babineaux was 9-of-13 on field 
goals and 23-of-25 on extra points. Junior Brian 
Fuchs averaged 38.4 yards per punt and planted 
13 inside the 20. Running backs Mitchell, Love 
and Allen, and wide receiver Akins handled vir- 
tually all of the returns last year. 


ATHLON SpPoRTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 1998 


1998 NE Louisiana Roster 


1997 Record: 


Head Coach 
Ed Zaunbrecher 


NO, NAME POS. HT, WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 7 
6 Akins, Tony WR 5-10 181 Sr Starkville, MS McGill, Derrick DB 5-10 185 Fr. Avondale, LA 1998 Signees 
93 Alford, Jeremy LB 5-11 196 Fr. Rayne, LA 4 McGinnis, Padraic od ee 291 So. Plaquemine,LA ame POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
21 Allen, Kond RB 5-8 185 Jr, Eunice, LA 10 McNeal, Rodney 2 188 Jr. Monroe, LA 
13 Baoan, Cory K 62 204 & —LafgetltA 97 Mion ike OT 6-1 270 S.A eta 62 280, Jom 
81 Barron, Chris WR 5-9 179 Jr Metairie, LA 9 Mink, Justin K 5-9 144 Fr. Waxahachie, TX — jghed 1997 with 414 tackles, : 
Barthol, Richard DL 64 280 Fr. Jones, LA 20 Mitchell, Mike RB 5-8 176 Sr. West Monroe, LA 
Beach, Ben QB 6-2 205 Fr. Shreveport, LA 88 Morris, Greg DT 6-2 270 Sr. Delhi, LA 
35 Beckwith, Desmond 1B 6-0 225 Jr Baton Rouge, LA Patterson, J.J. RB 5-9 165 Sr. Vicksburg, MS_—_ gen Breach QB 6-2 205 Shreveport, LA 
Bertrand, Brennan LB 6-5 «210 Fr. Eunice, LA Peoples, Luther DB 6-2 200 Fr. Dallas, TX Earned district MVP honors twice: threw for 1,200 
14 Booker, Marty WR 6-0 216 Sr Jonesboro, LA Phenix, Ron DL 6-4 250 So. Monroe, LA _yds. last season. 
44 Booth, De’Andre FB «5-10 198 Fr, McComb, MS Pink, Larry OL 63 265 Fr. Duncanville, TX 
23 Bridges, Derrick WR 62 202 Jr. Monroe, LA 64 Pittard, Shane G 64 290 Jr. West Monroe, LA 
96 Butcher, Bartholomew DL 6-1 280 So. Monroe, LA Raye, Brandon OL 6-1 255 Fr. Duncanville, TX | Brennan Bertrand LB 6-5 210 Eunice, LA 
Chance, Andy QB 6-2 207 Fr. Cecilia, LA 56 Rhine, Melvin LB 5-10 236 Jr. Jeanerette, LA An allstate selection last season. 
82 Conway, Mel TE 64 215 Sr. Port Arthur, TX 39 Ricard, Alan FB 6-0 234 Sr. Amite, LA 
66 Daniel, Roderick G 63 300 So. New Orleans, LA Roberts, Coby DB 5-10 170 Fr, Ft. Worth, TX 
57 Davis, Clay LB 6-1 2146 Sr, Monroe, LA Roberts, Darren LB 6-2 195 Fr. Hamburg, AR Andy Chance = =©QB 6-2 207 Cecilia, LA 
16 Davis, DJ. LB 5-10 240 Sr, WestMonroe, LA 19 Roberts, Jason DB 5-10179 Jr. Ruston, LA ae ae Nogitast: season threw) for 80) 
36 Davis, Michael QB 6-0 2142 So. Baton Rouge, LA 34 Robinson, Cedric DB 6-0 195 So. Baton Rouge, LA "0S: and HS BO 
33 Dennis, Pat DB 6-0 195 So. Shreveport, LA Robinson, Otis LB 6-0 190 So. Monroe, LA 
45 Drew, Otis LB 6-0 226 So. Baker, LA Rozek, Jack OL 6-5 275 Jr. Tyler, TX 
28 Fitzgerald, eff «(B61 202 So. Jena, LA 52 Sauisbury, Robert LB 5-10 220 Fr. —=Ruston, LA Thvewtime alfetate selection; collected 140 tackles 
41 Forbes, Heath TE 6-1 221 Jr — Sterlington, LA Shannon, Mario DL 6-3 290 Fr. Dallas, TX fast season. 
50 Foster, Jonathan DE 6-3 250 Jr. Amite, LA 61 Shepherd, Jason DL 6-2 275 Jr. Houston, TX 
27 Fuchs, Brian P/K 5-11 180 Jr Delray Beach, FL Shouse, Cody OL 6-3 290 Fr. Duncanville, TX 
74 Garrett, Brian G 62 271 So, Winnfield, LA 24 Singleton, Travis FS 5-11 189 Jr. Cocoa, FL Nick Hall RB 5-10175 Dallas, TX 
38 Gladney, Dominique FB 5-9 4178 So. Bossier City,LA 80 Spencer, Chris TE 6-4 272 Jr. Monticello, AR Earned a spot on the all-district team last year; runs 
98 Goins, Harvey T 66 285 Jr. Monroe, LA 83 Stevenson, Kevin WR 5-11 176 So. Shreveport, LA the 100-meters in 10.3. 
17 Grein, Jason QB 5-11 179 So. Houston, TX 62 Sullivan, Derrick OT 6-3 305 Fr. Denham Sprgs., LA 
41 Gurene, John WR 6-0 183 Fr. Pensacola, FL 25 Taylor, Brian DB 5-10 199 Sr. Shreveport, LA 
Hall, Nick RB 5-10 175 Fr. Dallas, TX Thomas, Keith RB 6-1 185 Fr. Newellton, LA Sean Henderson OL 6-3 300 Shreveport, LA 
7 Hart, Derrick WR 6-0 198 So.  Orangeburg,SC 71 Tillman, Don C 62 265 Jr Leesville, LA | &amed a spot on both the all-district and the all-city 
Henderson, Sean OL 6-3 300 Fr. Shreveport, LA 46 Turner, Marion LB 5-11 220 Sr. Seattle, WA eams. 
Hilliard, Ken DB 6-2 190 Fr, Dallas, TX 92 Turner, Mike DT 6-4 260 Jr. Bastrop, LA 
22 Holmes, Antwan FB 6-0 208 Jr. Winnsboro, LA 99 Van, John DE 6-3 240 Jr. Monroe, LA 
2 Jeferson Dee DB ©-T 184 S West Mane, LA 10 Vue Are QB G-4 50 etmon, A Manila DB 62.290, Daan x 
48 Johnson, Derrick LB 5-10 230 So. Pine Bluff, AR 26 White, John P/K 6-3 202 Jr Monroe, LA defensive back position. 
9 Johnson, Emil DB 5-10 192 Sr. Jackson, MS 1. Whitehead, Henry DB 5-11 184 So Clinton, MS 
85 Johnson, Robert TE/LB 6-3 215 So. Kenner, LA 3D Wierick, Nate QB 6-3 205 So. Shreveport, LA 
4 Jones, Eric FB 6-3 248 Jr. Baton Rouge, LA Williams, Jamma DL 6-2 260 Fr. Vicksburg, MS Brian Lawson —soATH_-—«#5-10 165 Rayville, LA 
8 Jones, Nate DB 6-0 190 Jr NewOrleans,LA 29 Williams, Marion DB 5-11 192 So. Baton Rouge, LA Named alkstate last year. 
89 King, Kenny WR 5-11 190 Fr. West Monroe,LA 15 Williams, Wymeko WR 5-9 164 Jr Minden, LA 
77 Landers, James OT 6-4 296 Sr. Shreveport, LA Wright, Ben TE 6-3 255 Fr. Alexandria, LA 
32 Laynes, Maurice LB 5-10 230 Jr Plaquemine, LA 51 Wright, Sirl LB 5-10 230 Sr. Crossett, AR Donald Malveaux DL 6-3 270 Lake Charles, LA 
30 Love, Richard RB 5-9 190 Jr. Irving, TX 43 Wynn, Camaron TE 6-2 220 So. Tyler, TX 
Malveaux, Donald DL 6-3 270 Fr. Lake Charles, LA 


OFFENSE (8) 


Depth Chart 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Jason Grein, 10-20-91-2, 1 TD 


Rushing: Alan Ricard, 62 car., 183 yds., 3 TDs 


Derrick McGill DB 5-10185 Avondale, LA 
Earned honors as an all-metro and altdistrict per- 
former. 


Luther Peoples DB 6-2 200 Dallas, TX 


SE 14 Marty Booker (Sr., 3); 83 Kevin Stevenson (So., 1) ri ete 
LT 65 Padraic McGinnis (So., 1); 62 Derrick Sullivan (Fr., 0) papal; ingle Ot piper lie 
LG 66 Rod Daniel (So., 1); 74 Brian Garrett (So., 0) dal hates ee 40 points OL 6-3 265 Duncanville, TX 
C 71 DonTillman (r., 0) Punting: Brian Fuchs, 59, 38.4 avg. 
RG 64 Shane Pittard (Jr., 2); Jack Rozek (Jr., 0) Kicking: Cory Babineaux, 9-13 FGs, 21-23 XP Brandon Raye OL 6-1 255 Duncanville, TX 
RT 77 James Landers (Sr., 3); 62 Derrick Sullivan (Fr., 0) BLED ACSHI SUITOR EN [e] ite tS Bf) [e) 
TE 80 Chris Spencer (Jr., 2); 43 Camaron Wynn (So., 1) Sacks: Jonathan Foster, 4 Darren Roberts LB 6-2 195 Hamburg, AR 
QB 17 Jason Grein (So., 1); 10 Andre Vige (Fr., 0) Interceptions: Brian Taylor and Pat Dennis, 3 An all-state selection who collected 113 tackles last 
FB 39 Alan Ricard (Sr., 2); 22 Antwan Holmes (Jr., 2) BERGE}. 
RB 21 Kond Allen (Jr., 2); 20 Mike Mitchell (Sr., 3) 
FL 23 Derrick Bridges (Jr, 2); 6 Tony tas (Sr, 1) 1998 Schedule Coby Roberts DB 5-10170 Ft, Worth, TX 
K 13 Cory Babineaux (Sr., 3); 9 Justin Mink (Fr., 0) Sept. 5 Nicholls State Ni leak a who finished 1997 with 35 
Sept. 12 at Florida ; ; 

DEFENSE (10) Sept. 19 Stephen F. Austin Resebess | chy see ni keh 
DE 50 Jonathan Foster (Jr, 2); 92 Mike Turner (Jr., 2) Sept. 26 at Kansas State Played last season at Tyler JC before transferring to 
NT 97 Mike Milton (Sr., 1); 96 Bartholomew Butcher (So., 0) Oct. 3 at Western Michigan Northeast Louisiana. 
DT 88 Greg Morris (Sr., 1); 98 Harvey Goins (Jr, 1) Oct. 10 Louisiana Tech 
DE Ron Phenix (So., 0); Donald Malveaux (Fr., 0) Oct. 24 at Arizona Mario Shannon OL 6-3 290 Dallas, TX 
LB 35 Desmond Beckwith (Jr., 2); 45 Otis Drew (So., 1) Oct. 31 UAB 
LB 51 Sirl Wright (Sr., 3); 48 Derrick Johnson (So., 1) ra Cody Shouse OL 6-3 290 Duncanville, TX 
LB 16 D.J. Davis (Sr., 3); 46 Marlon Turner (Sr., 3) ae ia iva rl Louisiana 
CB 33 Pat Dennis (So., 1); 9 Emill Johnson (Sr., 1) ov. at Arkansas State te a gS cre CO, 
a : tens yaitonees ($0, ay, ze Mion Willers (So. a) Nov. 21 Portland State Named the Class 1A MVP after rushing for 2,389 

ee Jefferson (Sr., 3); earic RODINSON (SO0., yds. as a senior at Newellton High School. 

FS 25 Brian Taylor (St., 3); 24 Travis Singleton (Jr., 2) Rising Star 


P27 Brian Fuchs (Jr., 1); 26 John White (Jr., 1) 


Freshman Jamma Williams could impact 
an already crowded defensive tackle pic- 
ture for Northeast. As a high school 


Jamma Willams DL 6-2 260 Vicksburg, MS 
Selected twice as an allcounty performer; finished 
with 237 tackles last season. 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


senior, Williams recorded 237 tackles 
and 11% sacks. At 6-2, 260, he also ran 
track (4x100-meter relay) and was a 
goalie for the soccer team. 


Ben Wright TE 6-3 255 Alexandria, LA 
Named All-Central Louisiana after making 75 tackles 
on defense and catching three receptions on 
Offense. 
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O rdinarily, having 20 players with starting 
experience back is an encouraging sign, 
unless those 20 players were part of a 
1-10 team the previous season. Such is the case 
with the University of Southwestern Louisiana 
football team entering 1998. Key injuries crip- 
pled the Ragin’ Cajuns’ offense in 97 from start 
to finish, costing them their best running back 
for the year, one of the best receivers in the 
nation before midseason, and their top two quar- 
terbacks. With everybody back healthy the USL 
attack could be explosive. The sternest task fac- 
ing Cajun coach Nelson Stokley, who needs 
seven more victories to become the school’s all- 


Brandon Stokley 


time winningest coach, rests on the defensive 
side. His stop troops finished 112th nationally 
— dead last — in scoring defense and 111th 
against the run. Stokley has hired defensive coor- 
dinator Miles Aldridge away from Arkansas, 
which happens to be USL’s opponent in the Sept. 


5 opener, to install a new defensive scheme. 


quarterbacks 


Sophomore Lance Domec moved into the 
starting lineup last year after Barton Folse and 
Brian Soignier both went down with injuries, 
and led the Cajuns with 72-of-143 passing for 
925 yards and four touchdowns. But the depth 
chart has reverted to its pre-1997 configuration, 
with Folse, a junior, back at the wheel, Soignier 
No. 2 and Domec No. 3. The quarterback in 
Stokley’s offense has one job: to throw the ball 
on time and on target, and all three fit the mold. 


running backs 

Sophomore Darren Brister was the projected 
1997 tailback starter but spent all season on the 
shelf with a knee injury. Elvis Joseph stepped in 
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as a freshman and led the ground game with 532 
yards. Brister, who is back full speed, makes his 
living on quickness; Joseph is a slasher. They are 
co-starters. Three battle-tested fullbacks are avail- 
able for duty, mostly as blockers. 


receivers 


Senior Brandon Stokley entered 1997 on pace 
to become the most prolific receiver in NCAA 
Division I-A history, but a knee injury in Game 
4 ended his season prematurely. Stokley boasts 
career totals of 176 catches for 2,529 yards and 
17 TDs. He sat out spring contact work to avoid 
injury. And yes, he is the coach’s son. Sophomore 
Marcus Wilridge’s job is to create enough mis- 
chief in opposing secondaries to draw multiple 
coverages away from Stokley. Sophomore 
Anthony Dozier is a productive tight end (18 
catches, 232 yards). 


offensive linemen 
A pair of 1997 starters, tackle Chad 


Hakemack and center Ben Archer, both seniors, 
lead a host of experienced offensive linemen into 
1998. Junior tackle Mark Lamere, junior guard 
Jason Boyer and sophomore guard Ryan 


Childers move up to full-time duty. 


defensive linemen 


Seniors Randy Young and Jacco Cooper and 
junior Eugene Chambers, will rotate at the two 
tackle slots. Chambers topped all down linemen 
last year with 48 tackles. Junior Matt Merry, a 
converted linebacker, will hold down one end, 
with junior Danny Scott at the other. 


linebackers 


Senior Chucky Woodall posted a team-high 
68 tackles a year ago, but Texas-transfer Jake 
Hammer earned top billing in the post-spring 
depth chart on the strong side. Dwayne Viator 
returns as a starter in the middle. Junior Gerald 
Stewart and sophomore Victor Hart add quick- 
ness on the weak side. 


defensive backs 


Senior Willie Terrell notched eight tackles for 
losses last year from his strong safety post. 
Desmond Williams, an athletic 6-3 sophomore, 
has settled in at free safety. Junior cornerbacks 
Charles Woods and Mark Sylvas nabbed two of 
the Cajuns’ five interceptions in “97. A little 
more opportunism is needed from the secondary. 


specialists 

Junior Chris Shaw is slated for double duty 
after posting an effective 42.8-yard punting aver- 
age a year ago. Terrell emerged as a capable kick 
returner (21.9-yard average). 
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1997 R : 1-10 c 
1998 USL Roster BENS Nelson Stokley 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT, WT. CL. HOMETOWN . 
94 Adams, Ronnie DE 6-3 265 Jr. Violet, LA 19 Marks, Jaron WR 6-1 197 So. New Orleans, LA 1998 Signees 
64 Arabie, Brandon 0G 6-3 280 So. Maurice, LA 72 Martin, Andy OT 63 287 So. Beaumont, TX NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
68 Archer, Ben C 63 276 Sr. Baton Rouge,LA 23 Merchant, Mike CB 5-9 154 So. Houston, TX Greyson Augustus OL 6-5 290 Crowley, LA 
71 Augustus, Greyson OT 6-5 276 Fr. Crowley, LA 50 Merry, Matt DE 62 238 Jr. Shreveport, LA — Signed with the Cajuns mid-term and enrolled in 
2 Bemard, John TB 6-0 192 So. Carencro, LA 17 Moses, Chris CB 5-8 134 Jr New Orleans, LA Spring Classes at ans oe pe Badia 
99 Bijeaux, Burt K 5-4 169 Sr, St. Martinville, LA 45 Payne, Ron LB 6-1 219 Jr. Opelousas, LA A ee MG ee ecu Se 
40 Boudreaux, Kelly FB 6-2 227 Sr. St. Martinville,LA 33 Pinkney, Steve SS 5-10 181 Sr. Shreveport, LA agi a Bee ee ea 
75 Boyer, Jason OG 6-3 305 Jr Houston, TX 74 Pitre, Michael OG 60 251 Fr. Crowley, LA 
21 Brister, Darren TB 5-10 176 So. Independence, LA 74 Poisso, Ryan DT 6-2 277 Sr. Winnfield, LA Daniel Borne DL 6-5 260 —Vacherie, LA 
91 Brown, Charles DE 6-5 257 So. Mobile, AL 40  Potier, Marcus FS 6-1 200 Fr. St.Martinville, LA | Eamed) AltDistrict in 10-34; team compiled a 48-9 
80 Brown, Marcus WR 6-0 187 Fr. Haynesville, LA 11 Rice, Chris FS 5-8 180k Starkville, MS. leo em ete eee 
86 Buford, Mark TE 6-4 230 Jr Lafayette, LA © 7 Robbins, Jamar QB 6-1 233 Fr. Hitchcock, TX ; 
79 Cade, Ryan OG 6-4 289 So. Lake Jackson, TX 26 Rogers, Baron TB 5-9 181 Sr. Abbeville, LA Ross Brupbacher LB 6-2 200 Lafayette, LA 
63 Chambers, Eugene DT 6-3 249 Jr Baton Rouge,LA 83 Romero, Jeremy OT 64 275 So. Abbeville, LA An All-District selection in District 3-5A; father Ross 
78 Charkalis, Garrett © 6-3 295 Fr, Edna, TX 69 Ruhman, Nick 0G 64 273 So. Houston, Tx 8élpbacher played fori the: Chicago Bests. 
76 Childers, Ryan OG 6-2 257 So. Deer Park, TX 88 Sandusky, Richard TE 64 239 So. Lumberton, TX 
43 Cieslak, Matt FS 6-0 184 Fr. Natchitoches, LA 8 Schumack,Curnell CB 5-9 185 So. Houston, TX resus fay ree ae 
82 Citron, Matt TE 6-3 221 Fr. Lafayette, LA 97 Scott, Danny DE 6-4 260 Jr. Clinton, LA ranked fifth in the state in the 200-meter dash as a 
35 Clement, James FB 6-1 206 Jr. Rayne, LA 27 Shaw, Chris P/K 6-3 211 Jr Lafayette, LA junior with a 22.6, 
57 Cook, Robert LB 5-10 200 So. Baton Rouge,lLA 92 Sledge, Joshua OG 6-2 237 Fr. Arnaudville, LA 
98 Cooper, Jacco DT G1 257 Sr Gautier MS 23 Snowden, Chris WR 6-2 210 Sr, Waterproof, La Bran Deamer DB 6-2 180 Amite, LA 
8 Dawson, Shannon QB 6-1 187 Jr. Clinton, LA 18 Soignier, Brian QB 6-0 189 Sr. Cecilia, LA Efic Fangman LB 6-3 220 Phoenix, AZ 
30 Dickerson, David WR 5-10 4179 Jr. Lake Charles,LA 52 Stansbury, Kenneth DE 6-1 224 So. Lafayette, LA Played at Scottsdale CC before signing with USL. 
16 Domec, Lance QB 60 192 So. Houston, TX 13 Stewart, Gerald LB 5-10 211 Jr. Houma, LA 
16 Doyle, Jamie FB 6-3 226 Fr. Monroe, LA 14  Stokley, Brandon WR 6-0 193 Sr. Lafayette, LA Brad Ea DB 6-2 re Baton retin 
87 Dozier, Anthony TE 6-4 245 So, Klein, 1X 5 Sylvas, Mark CB 5-6 161 Jr. Siidell, LA Gcmerereetaratjenedanin inthe eteos ere ots 
4. Dyer, Derek QB 6-1 192 Fr. Monroe, LA = & ‘Terrell, Willie SS 5-9 185 Sr. Tampa, FL meter dash as.a junior. 
15 Folse, Barton QB 6-2 224 Jr. Thibodaux, LA 31 Thomas, Daniel TB «5-8 219 Fr. Ville Platte, LA 
56 Gaar, David C 62 269 So. Winnfield, LA 58 Turner, Myron DE 6-1 257 Jr. Baton Rouge, LA StevenGill = DL 6-3 250 Reserve, LA 
73 Hakemack,Chad OT 6-6 311 Sr, Spring, TX 15 Venible, Kinante LB 6-0 202 Fr. NewOrleans, LA Played at Riverside Academy last season. 
41 Hammer, Jake LB 6-3 247 So. Deer Park, TX 51 Viator, Dwayne LB 6-1 237 Jr. Youngsville, LA 
36. Hart, Victor [B 6-0 200 So, Haughton, LA 54 Weeden, Aubrey © DT 6-1 277 Jr. Patterson, LA Sine with USL earlier this eracaher tate 
96 Heard, Nathaniel LB 6-2 210 Fr. Haynesville, LA 17 Williams,Desmond FS 6-3 214 So. Baton Rouge,LA — from the University of Texas; has three years of eligi- 
44 Hensgens, Christian TE 6-4 230 Fr. Crowley, LA 85 Wilridge, Marcus WR 5-11 173 So. Crowley, LA _ bility remaining; an all-state selection in high school. 
70 Hollimon, Shawn 0G 6-1 285 Fr.  MorganCity,LA 46 Woodall, Chucky LB 6-2 234 Sr. St. Francisville, LA 
47 Jones, William ss 60 190 Jr Sarin fk 10 Woods, Charles CB 5-9 173 Jr. Conroe, TX isrips Hebert Ses DEE Gr3i: 1.90 Eine et 
3 Joseph, Elvis TB 6-1 199 So. Marrero, LA 39 Wyatt, Brian FB 6-0 232 Jr. Lutz, FL William Hedgewood WR 6-4 190 Hammond, LA 
84 Joshua, Jeremy WR 6-0 184 Jr. Monroe, LA 55 Young, Randy OT 6-0 262 Sr. Mandeville, LA Coached by Carmen Moore at Hammond High 
Kennedy, Eathon DT 6-1 300 Jr. Rochester, NY 25 Young, William CB 5-10 196 So. NewOrleans,LA School, 
77 Lamere, Mark OT 65 294 Jr. Metairie, LA 4 Zamora, Rodolfo CB 5-8 127 So, Metairie, LA 
*s ne ‘0 F 
57 Landers, Nathan ei 6-5 242 a Metairie, LA Thrsesear ermal Seuie line for Natheho 
Lindsey, Eric 5-10 208 Shreveport, LA High School, selected to the All-District 22-5A team. 


Top Retu rning Leaders Rawle King OL 6-7 270 Houston, TX 

ae Native of St. Croix in the Virgin Islands; has only 
Passing: Lance Domec, 72-143-925-8, 4 TDs played two years of organized football: selected to 
Rushing: Elvis Joseph, 139 car., 532 yds., 4 TDs the All-District 225A team. 


Receiving: Marcus Wilridge, 19 rec., 320 yds., 1 TD [ae Landry LB 6-2 215 Abbeville, LA 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (3) 


WR 14 Brandon Stokley (Sr., 3); 30 David Dickerson (Jr., 2) 
LT 73 Chad Hakemack (Sr., 3); 71 Greyson Augustus (Fr., 0) 


LG 75 Jason Boyer (Jr., 2); 69 Nick Ruhman (So., 0) scone. Elvis Joseph, 4 TDs, 24 points Played Class 3A football at Abbeville High School, 
C 68 Ben Archer (Sr., 3); 56 David Gaar (So., 1) Punting: Chris Shaw, 64 punts, 42.8 avg. Elijah Mallery WR 6-1 180 Houston, TX 
RG 76 Ryan Childers (So., 1); 64 Brandon Arabie (So., 1) AAMAS Neha at el hal eat aged E 4 
RT 77 Mark Lamere (Jr., 1); 72 Andy Martin (So., 1) Tackles: Chucky Woodall, 68, 48 solo sagt ; 
TE 87 Anthony Dozier (So., 1); 86 Mark Buford (Jr., 2) Sacks: Chucky Woodall and Charles Woods, 2 Derrick Marshall DL 6-3 255 Tampa, FL 
QB 15 Barton Folse (Jr., 2); 18 Brian Soignier (Sr., 3) Interceptions: Three tied with one qT RB 6-1 190 BatonR LA 
FB 40 Kelly Boudreaux (Sr., 3); 35 James Clement (Jr., 1) Abn re at both EG back ahd derek 
RB 3 Elvis Joseph (So., 1); 21 Darren Brister (So., 1) end for Lee High School; helped lead team to the first 
WR 85 Marcus Wilridge (So., 1); 84 Jeremy Joshua (Jr., 1) 1998 Schedule Tonic Of iede Clee SP yor 
K 27 Chris Shaw (Jr. 2); 99 Burt Bijeaux (Sr., 0) Sept.5 at Arkansas Pappy Morgan DB 6-1 200 Crowley, LA 
Sept. 19 at Louisiana Tech Lance'Ré 
ynolds DB 5-11 200 Galliano, LA 
DEFENSE (6) Sept. 26 at Oklahoma State pea barecdiagon intone 
DE 50 Matt Merry (Jr., 2); 91 Charles Brown (So., 1) Oct.3 at UAB Signed with USL as a midterm junior Colege slenee; 
DT 55 Randy Young (Sr., 3); 74 Ryan Poisso (Sr., 3) Oct. 17 Arkansas State totaled 65 tackles in ‘97 at East Mississippi JC. 
DT 63 Eugene Chambers (Jr., 2); 98 Jacco Cooper (Sr., 1) : Rss 
DE 97 Danny Scott (Jr., 0); 52 Kenneth Stansbury (So., 0) Oct. 24 Central Florida Apt hnbinat setter this ae ster wane 
LB 51 Dwayne Viator (Jr., 2); 45 Ron Payne (Jr., 1) Oct. 31 at Tulane from the University of South Carolina; Class 5A All- 
LB 13 Gerald Stewart (Jr. 2); 36 Victor Hart (So., 1) Nov. 7 at NE Louisiana Sled lek a spo uch NIE en Sea 
LB 41 Jake Hammer (So., 0); 46 Chucky Woodall (Sr., 3) Walter Sampson LB 6-4 215 Crowley, LA 
CB 10 Charles Woods (Jr., 2); 23 Mike Merchant (So., 0) Schedule was incomplete at press time. Rea iehe het et Cataiie 
e : iny Sco! ‘on, 
CB 5 Mark Sylvas (Jr, 2); 8 Curnell Schumack (So., 1) Signed with the Cajuns as a mid-term junior college 
SS 6 Willie Terrell (Sr., 3); 33 Steve Pinkney (Sr., 2) Rising Star signee after playing at Southwest Mississippi CC. 
FS 17 Desmond Williams (So., 1); 43 Matt Cieslak (Fr., 0) 


P 27 Chris Shaw, (Jr, 2) Eathon Kennedy, a 6-1, 300-pound defensive [ieianihiililcss nim ichiaimAsnih Said 
tackle out of lowa Central Community College, (BEitstcnrusmn\ piace met) Tampa, FL 
could be just what the doctor ordered: size 


- ‘ fi Justin Venable LB 6-1 235 Lafayette, LA 
Sih Mad be el sae and muscle on the USL defensive line. As a Three-year letterman for Acadiana High School asa 
icates retu arters : s i L % : 
Number after class indicates letters won senior at John Marshall High in Rochester, serio i Wee LaNa srl hie dur- 
N.Y., Kennedy notched 30 sacks as a DT and “Ni , 


was unbeaten in shot-put competition. Peter Villia DB 5-11180 Plaquemine, LA 
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patent his formula for producing winning 
football teams. The records are well docu- 
mented, but as a reminder, the Seminoles enter 
1998 with 11 consecutive 10-win seasons, an 
NCAA record, and a record 11 consecutive fin- 
ishes among the nation’s top four. Bowden's pro- 
gram has dominated the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (47-1 in six seasons in the league). 
So it should scare the pants off all those in the 
ACC to learn that Bowden, 68, is as excited 
about this season as any he can remember. 
“T see a lot of potential there, but I also see a 
need for more experience, more seasoning,” says 


a lorida State coach Bobby Bowden should 


Laveranues Coles 


Bowden, who enters his 23rd season at FSU. 
“We're young, but at least our young players are 
good players.” 

‘Twelve starters return from a team that beat 
Ohio State in the Sugar Bowl and finished 11-1 
and No. 3 in the country. Unfortunately, quar- 
terback Dan Kendra, a junior the coach had been 
dying to spring on the rest of America, injured 
his knee in the spring and may be lost for 1998. 

Amazingly, the Seminoles may field their 
fastest team, which translates into more sacks on 
defense and more big-play potential on offense. 
Without Kendra’s mobility it remains to be seen 
if they'll go back to the offensive style Charlie 
Ward made famous. 

Florida State’s non-ACC schedule includes 
Texas A&M in the Aug. 31 Kickoff Classic, 
Southern California, Miami and Florida, but 
USC and the Gators play in Tallahassee. 


quarterbacks 

Kendra spent his first three seasons at FSU 
honing his 240-pound physique and self-confi- 
dence behind Danny Kanell and Thad Busby, 
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but all that could be lost for the season after his 
spring knee injury. In his place is sophomore 
Chris Weinke, a former minor-league baseball 
player whose poise is as unusual as his age (25). 
What Weinke lacks in Kendra’s raw athleticism 
and aggressiveness he makes up for with intelli- 
gence and solid decision-making. Now, coaches 
have to build a system in which he can succeed. 


running backs 


FSU finished No. 3 in the polls in 1997 
despite having one of the worst running attacks 
in Division I-A. Similar questions abound for 
1998. Travis Minor, who gained 623 yards as a 
freshman, is FSU’s primary weapon, thanks to a 
knee injury to Davy Ford, Vannez Gooch’s trans- 
fer to Florida and Dee Feaster’s move to corner- 
back. Junior-college transfer Raymont Skaggs 
shows promise, as does William McCray, who 
can play both tailback and fullback. Lamarr 
Glenn and converted lineman Billy Rhodes are 
blocking fullbacks, and their work will be key. 
FSU hopes to restore a short-yardage game that 
has been sub-par recently. 


receivers 


For a few seasons after Tamarick Vanover left 
school, FSU struggled to find deep threats. No 
longer. E.G. Green is gone, but Peter Warrick 
and Laveranues Coles form one of the country’s 
fastest tandems. “You can’t question their speed,” 
Ohio State cornerback Antoine Winfield said in 
the wake of the Buckeyes’ Sugar Bowl loss to the 
Seminoles. “We know it.” 

Warrick, a junior, caught 53 balls for 884 
yards and eight scores. Coles added 21, and in 
the off-season he stunned coaches by breaking 
Deion Sanders’ 40-yard sprint record with three 
sub-4.2 times. Freshman Robert Morgan is a 
player to watch. Senior Myron Jackson has first 
shot at the tight end position vacated by All- 
ACC performer Melvin Pearsall. 


offensive linemen 


For two consecutive years, FSU has lost offen- 
sive tackles in the first round of the NFL Draft 
(Walter Jones and Tra Thomas). A commitment 
to younger linemen should pay off this year, 
despite having to replace Thomas and center 
Kevin Long. Junior guard Jason Whitaker is the 
senior statesman, but sophomore guard Donald 
Heaven is a budding star. However, FSU must 
find a weak-side tackle. Sophomore Tarlos Cru- 
mitie and converted defensive lineman Char-ron 
Dorsey are the candidates, but Ross Brannon 
and Jerry Carmichael, who rotated in and out of 
the lineup in 1997, could be plugged in. Sopho- 
more Jarad Moon is at center. Junior Eric 
Thomas will provide versatility and depth. 
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Lamont Green 


When healthy, the Seminoles could 
arguably field a two-deep All-ACC defen- 
sive line, despite having to replace ends 
Andre Wadsworth and Greg Spires. Junior 
tackle Jerry Johnson started every game as a 
sophomore for a defense that was the coun- 
try’s best against the run (allowing 51.9 
yards a game). Junior tackle Larry Smith, a 
converted offensive lineman, is just as big- 
play oriented. So is Corey Simon, when his 
shoulders are sound. 

Tony Bryant and Roland Seymour are 
the new ends, but sophomores Jamal 
Reynolds and David Warren have served 
notice for playing time. “There's a miscon- 
ception about the ACC, that they're wide 


As in 4.16 seconds, Laver- 

anues Coles’ time in the 40- 

yard dash. It’s the fastest time in 

FSU history, and it means Coles 

should team with Peter Warrick to 

drive defenses into constant five-man 
coverages. 


open, maybe finesse,” Ohio State quarter- 
back Joe Germaine says. “They're not like 
that at all. They're very physical.” 


Finally, its Lamont Green's time to shine. 
After years of promise, Green is the most 


Quarterback Charlie Ward (1989-93) 
typifies FSU’s modern era of 
progress and success under Bow- 
den. Ward punted as a freshman, 
redshirted, waited two more sea- 
sons, then became a dominating 
passer, scrambler and leader. As a 
senior, he drove FSU to a 12-1 
record and the 1993 national cham- 
pionship, and became the ACC’s only 
Heisman Trophy winner in the 
process. As a senior he threw for 27 
touchdowns and only four intercep- 
tions. Incidentally, Ward now plays 
point guard for the New York Knicks. 


that, the secondary is defined by inexperi- 
ence. Sophomore Derrick Gibson is the 
likely rover, but sophomores Clevan 
Thomas and Abdual Howard and junior- 
college transfer Reggie Durden join Todd 
Frier, walk-on Jean Jeune and Feaster as 
possible backups. 


Sophomore Sebastian Janikowski made 
16-of-21 field goal attempts, including a 
56-yarder, and two-thirds of his kickoffs 


were touchbacks. Punter Keith Cottrell was 


Courtland Richards 


experienced linebacker in the program, and 
as such he will move to the big-play outside 
spot on the weak side. He is the leading 
returning tackler (85 hits, six for losses). 
The Seminoles must rely on youth to 
replace Daryl Bush and Sam Cowart. Line- 


less dominating but solid nonetheless with a 
38.4-yard average. Fewer line drives and 
more control on pooch punts will serve him 
better as a sophomore. Warrick, Feaster, 
Coles and Skaggs could be the ACC’s best 


group of returners. 


backers coach Chuck Amato 
could try several options in 
the middle; former walk-on 
Bobby Rhodes is Option 
No. 1. Deon Humphrey has 
dibs on the strong-side job, 
but former prep basketball 
star Tommy Polley, who has 
shown big-play ability on 
passing downs and on spe- 
cial teams, is challenging. 


The Seminoles are just 
slightly less vulnerable in 
the secondary than at line- 
backer, scary for a team that 
relies on cornerback play as 
a defensive key. Sophomore 
Tay Cody, who started 
every game as a freshman 
last year, and veteran for- 
mer backup Troy Saunders 
will be the corners. Dexter 
Jackson, a special teams 
whiz, is the free safety. After 


How to put Florida State’s 11-year 
Seay of top-four finishes in perspective? Consider the 
next best current streaks: Florida three, Michigan one, 
Nebraska one. Where the Seminoles have ground to 
gain is in national championships in the 1990s. 
Nebraska has three titles, FSU one. 

Guard Billy Rhodes has moved to 
fullback to add punch to a team that was No. 1 in the 
ACC in total offense but No. 4 in third-down conver- 
sions (37.2 percent). 

st Three first-year players are antici- 
pated to play immediately: defensive back Chris Hope, 
tight end Patrick Hughes and receiver Robert Morgan. 
FSU fans already are smitten 
by left-footed kicker Sebastian Janikowski, nicknamed 
the “Polish Powder Keg.” Coaches, however, are care- 
fully watching the European’s waistline, whose mea- 
surement has fluctuated since arriving last summer. 
Janikowski is listed at 255. 
Florida State led the ACC in 
total offense (452.1 yards), passing offense (340.0 
yards) and scoring (39.7 points); rushing defense 
(51.9 yards), third-down defense (19.5 percent), 
sacks (5.8) and turnover margin (+1.36). 
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NO. 
55 
64 
26 
51 
76 
77 
40 
11 
24 
27 

7 
47 
60 
83 
88 
91 
80 
74 

4 
33 
89 
22 
81 
35 

6 
31 
45 
78 
12 
21 
73 
11 
84 
38 
44 
15 
92 
10 
48 
37 
36 
13 


NAME POS, HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Allen, Brian LB 6-2 225 So. Lake City, FL 

Amman, Justin 0G 64 295 So. Eustis, FL 
Bell, Atrews DB 5-11 201 Fr Jacksonville, FL 
Boldin, Ronald OT 65 291 Fr. Pahokee, FL 
Brannon, Ross OT 68 300 So. Marietta, GA 
Brett, Jeremy G 63 300 Jr. Sandersville, GA 
Tony Bryant DE 6-4 268 Sr. Marathon, FL 
Carmichael, Jerry G 64 310 So. Plantation, FL 
Chaney, Jeff ROV 6-0 200 So. Lake Wales, FL 
Cody, Coronta DB 5-11 180 So. Blakely, GA 
Coles, Laveranues SE 6-1 195 Jr. Jacksonville, FL 
Cottrell, Keith P 6-4 205 So. Orlando, FL 
Crumitie, Tarlos OT 6-5 310 So. Monticello, FL 
Davis, Stacy TE 6-4 220 Fr. Tallahassee, FL 
Donaldson, Carver TE 66 245 So. Lakeland, FL 
Dorsey, Charron OT 6-7 325 So, Jacksonville, FL 
Dugans, Ron FL 6-3 190 Jr. Tallahassee, FL 
Duhart, Otis OL 6-4 285 Fr. Belle Glades, FL 
Durden, Reggie CB 5-9 176 Jr. Houston, TX 
Feaster, Dee CB 5-9 182 Sr. Rock Hill, SC 
Floyd, Jason WR 5-10475 Sr. Trenton, FL 
Ford, Davy RB 5-11 188 So. W. Palm Beach, FL 
Franklin, Nick TE 63 260 Jr. St. Petersburg, FL 
Frier, Todd CB) 5-10 180 Jr. Live Oak, FL 
Gibson, Derrick DB 6-2 200 So. Miami, FL 
Glenn, Lamarr FB 6-1 240 Sr. Daytona Beach, FL 
Green, Lamont LB 63 230 Sr. Miami, FL 
Heaven, Donaid G 6-5 305 So. Miami, FL 
Howard, Abdual DB 6-1 190 So. Quincy, FL 
Humphrey, Deon lB 64 240 Sr. Lake Worth, FL 
Ingram, Clay C 61 265 Jr. Cantoment, FL 
Jackson, Dexter FS 6-1 195 Sr Quincy, FL 
Jackson, Myron TE 65 260 Sr. Okeechobee, FL 
Janikowski, Sebastian K 6-2 255 So. Daytona Beach, FL 
Jennings, Bradley \B 6-3 230 Fr. Miami, FL 
Jeune, Jean RV 5-9 195 So. Boyton Beach, FL 
Johnson, Jerry DOT 62 280 Jr. Ft. Pierce, FL 
Kendra, Dan QB 6-2 240 Jr Bethlehem, PA 
Malone, Bryne DT 6-7 263 So. Frisco City, AL 
McCorkel, Shawn FS 5-11 175 So. Dothan, AL 
McCray, William He 6-0 222 = Jacksonville, FL 
Minnis, Marvin 6-1 185 Miami, FL 


OFFENSE (7) 


7 Laveranues Coles (Jr., 2); 80 Ron Dugans (Jr., 3) 


Depth Chart 


1998 Florida State Roster 


76 Ross Brannon (So., 1); 71 Jerry Carmichael (So., 1) 
68 Jason Whitaker (Jr., 2); 77 Jeremy Brett (Jr., 2) 
54 Jarad Moon (So., 1); 57 Eric Thomas (Jr., 2) 
78 Donald Heaven (So., 1); 64 Justin Amman (So., 1) 
60 Tarlos Crumitie (So., 1); 94 Charron Dorsey (So., 1) 
84 Myron Jackson (Sr., 3); 88 Carver Donaldson (So., 1) 
16 Chris Weinke (So., 1); 10 Dan Kendra (Jr., 2) 


31 Lamarr Glenn (Sr., 3); 43 Billy Rh 


23 Travis Minor (So., 1); 36 William McCray (So., 1) 


odes (Sr., 3) 


9 Peter Warrick (Jr., 2); 86 Germaine Stringer (Jr., 2) 


38 Sebastian Janikowski (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (5) 


40 Tony Bryant (Sr., 1); 58 Jamal Reynolds (So., 1) 
92 Jerry Johnson (Jr., 2); 48 Bryne Malone (So., 1) 
96 Larry Smith (Jr., 2); 53 Corey Simon (Jr., 2) 

56 Roland Seymour (So., 1); 99 David Warren (So., 1) 
45 Lamont Green (Sr,, 3); 5 Theon Rackley (Jr., 2) 


49 Bobby Rhodes (Jr., 2); 52 Demetro Stephens (Sr., 


21 Deon Humphrey (Sr., 3); 55 Brian 


4 Troy Saunders (Sr., 3); 12 Abdual Howard (So., 1) 


Allen (So., 1) 


27 Tay Cody (So., 1); 8 Clevan Thomas (So., 1) 
6 Derrick Gibson (So., 1); 15 Jean Jeune (So., 0) 


11 Dexter Jackson (Sr., 3); 35 Todd 
47 Keith Cottrell (So., 1) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 
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Frier (Jr., 2) 


3) 


1997 Record 
ACC Record: 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN 
Minor, Travis RB 6-1 190 So. Baton Rouge, LA 
Mitchell, Ed DE 6-1 239 So. Miami, FL 
Moon, Jarad C 64 291 So. Panama City, FL 
Morgan, Robert WR 5-10 185 Fr. East Point, GA 
Outzen, Marcus QB 62 220 So.Ft. Walton Beach, FL 
Polley, Tommy LB 65 233 So. Baltimore, MD 
Rackley, Theon (1B 6-2 228 Jr. Tallahassee, FL 
Reynolds, Jamal DE 64 240 So. Aiken, SC 
Rhodes, Billy G 61 265 Sr. Eustis, FL 
Rhodes, Bobby 1B 61 215 Jr Eustis, FL 
Saunders, Troy CB 5-10 185 Sr. Miami, FL 
Seymour, Roland DE 6-4 264 So. New Orleans, LA 
Shakir, Yusuf LB 5-11, 210 So. Tallahassee, FL 
Skaggs, Raymont RB 58 173 Jr. Los Angeles, CA 
Simon, Corey DT 6-4 275 Jr. Pompano Beach, FL 
Smith, Larry DT 6-5 288 Jr. Folkston, GA 
Sprague, Ryan TE 6-5 240 So. Augusta, GA 
Stephens, Demetro LB 6-3 236 Sr. Sandersville, GA 
Stringer, Germaine FL 5-11 185 Jr Atlanta, GA 
Thomas, Clevan DB 6-0 175 So. Miami, FL 
Thomas, Eric G 63 278 Jr Miami, FL 
Walker, Chris DE 6-6 225 Jr. Cocoa, FL 
Walton, Tres FL 6-0 185 So, Daytona Beach, FL 
Warren, David DE 6-5 240 So. Tyler, TX 
Warrick, Peter FL 6-0 190 Jr. Bradenton, FL 
Weinke, Chris QB 6-5 225 So. St. Paul, MN 
Whitaker, Jason G 65 285 Jr Panama City, FL 
Wilkins, Randy OT 63 245 Jr Jacksonville, FL 


Top Returning Leaders 


Passing: Dan Kendra, 20-37-341-0, 3 TDs 
Rushing: Travis Minor, 112 car., 623 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Peter Warrick, 53 rec., 884 yds., 8 TDs 
Scoring: Sebastian Janikowski, 16 FGs, 37 XP, 85 points 
Punting: Keith Cottrell, 58 punts, 38.4 avg. 
Kicking: Sebastian Janikowski, 16-21 FGs, 37-39 XP 
Tackles: Lamont Green, 85, 33 solo 

Sacks: Tony Bryant, 7 

Interceptions: Tay Cody, 3 for 2 yards 


1998 Schedule 


Aug. 31 Texas A&M@ 
Sept.12 at N.C. State 
Sept.19 Duke 
Sept. 26 USC 

Oct. 3 at Maryland 

Oct.10 at Miami 

Oct. 17 Clemson 

Oct. 24 at Georgia Tech 

Oct. 31 North Carolina 

Nov. 7 Virginia 
Nov. 14 at Wake Forest 
Nov. 21 ‘Florida 


@East Rutherford, N.J. 
Rising Star 
Defensive tackle Jerry Johnson has been 


overshadowed the past two seasons, first 
by Peter Boulware and Reinard Wilson, 


then by Andre Wadsworth and Greg 
Spires. No more. Johnson, a junior, is on 
his way to setting a school record for tack- 
les for losses. 


Head Coach 
8-0 Bobby Bowden 


1998 Signees 


POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Tony Benford DL 6-4 260 Denver, CO 
An al-state defensive line selection; had over 90 
tackles last season; the No. 7 defensive lineman in 
the Big 12 Region by PrepSter. 

Quinton Callum RB 5-10180 Lake City, FL 
Totaled 1,346 yds, on 188 carries and 25 TDs as a 
Senior. 

Rian Cason DL 6-5 300 College Park, GA 
A second-team AIl-USA pick by USA Topay, 73 tackles 
and seven sacks as a senior; rated the No. 5 defen- 
sive lineman in the country by Tom Lemming. 
Reggie Durden DB 5-9 175 Houston, TX 
Enrolled as. a junior at FSU after playing a season at 
Copiah-Lincoin CC and at Texas A&M-Kingsville; 
totaled 1,554 all-purpose yds. in 1997. 

Kevin Emanuel DL 6-4 240 Waco, TX 
Tallied 71 tackles last season; Central Texas Defen- 
sive Player of the Year; named as the No. 5 defensive 
line prospect in the Big 12 Region by PrepStar. 

Nick Franklin TE 6-3 265 St. Petersburg, FL 
Rated among the Top 30 junior college prospects in 
the nation by The National Recruiting Advisor. 
Talman Gardner WR 6-2 195 New Orleans, LA 
Named a Parade All-American; a second-team All- 
America by USA Topar, pulled down 47 passes for 
944 yds, and 13 TDs as 4 Senior. 

Michael Hamilton LB 6-3 200 Madison, FL 
A firstteam All-State selection as a junior and senior; 
recorded 185 tackles and seven sacks his final year; 
runs a 4.5 in the 40; listed among the Top 35 line- 
backers in the Southeast Region by PrepStar. 
Montrae Holland OL 6-3 325 Ore City, TX 
Bench presses 450 pounds; rated the No. 9 offen- 
sive line prospect in the Big 12 Region by PrepStar, 
named a Top 10 guard and All America by The 
National Recruiting Advisor. 

Chris Hope DB 6-2 195 Rock Hill, SC 
USA Toow firstteam All-America; Parade All-America; 
recorded 114 tackles and three ints., while rushing 
for 1.319 yds, and 20 TDs; rated the No. 1 defensive 
back prospect in the country by PrepStar, 

Jerel Hudson LB 6-3 230 Homestead, FL 
Registered 92 tackles and two ints, as a senior; 
SuperPrep’s No, 24 prospect in Florida. 

Patrick Hughes TE 6-5 237 Nacogdoches, TX 
Rated the top tight end in the nation by The National 
Recruiting Advisor and No. 65 player overall; ranked 
as the top tight end in the nation by SuperPrep, 
Octavis Jackson DL 6-2 255 Miami, FL 
A Class 6A All-State selection; totaled over 80 tack- 
les and 22 sacks as a senior; listed among the Top 
45 players in the state of Florida by SuperPrep. 
Jared Jones QB 6-5 220 Walla Walla, WA 
Tabbed as the No. 7 quarterback in the nation by Tom 
Lemming and the No, 12 by SuperPrep; completed 
201 of 411 passes for 2,816 yds. and 21 TDs ina 
three-year career. 

Antoine Mirambeau OL 6-4 270 Miami, FL 
Rated the No. 1 center prospect in the nation by The 
National Recruiting Advisor, missed senior season 
after reconstructive knee surgery to repair a torn ACL; 
bench over 400 pounds and runs a 4.9 in the 40. 
Greg Moore WR 6-1 185 Bartow, FL 
Ranked the No. 8 wide receiver in the nation and No. 
10 overall prospect in Florida by SuperPrep; clocked 
at a 4.35 in the 40; ranked No, 3 receiver in the 
Southeast Region by PrepStar. 

Robert Morgan WR 6-0 180 East Point, GA 
Rated the No. 5 receiver in the Southeast Region by 
PrepStar as a senior at Tri Citles High School, 
Stanford Samuels DB 5-10 180 Miami, FL 
Firstteam Class 6A All-State as a senior; runs 4 4.5 
in the 40 and benches more than 300 pounds; rated 
the No. 8 defensive back in the country by PrepStar. 
Raymont Skaggs RB 5-8 173 Los Angeles, CA 
Caught 24 passes for 297 yds. and three TDs as 4 
slot receiver at West LA College last season. 
Malcolm Tatum DB 6-1 170 Miami, FL 
Named third-team all-state in Class 6A; All-Southeast 
selection by The National Recruiting Advisor. 

Corey Whitaker OL 6-4 290 Pace, FL 
Graded out at 80 percent or better on his blocks over 
his junior and senior seasons; recognized as one of 
the Top 50 offensive line prospects in the Southeast 
by PrepStar. 

Brett Williams OL 6-6 320 Kissimmee, FL 
The No. 1 guard prospect in the country by Super 
Prep; named to the first team Al-America squad by 
USA Toor; graded out at 91 percent for the season 
as a senior. 

Todd Williams OL 6-6 283 Bradenton, FL 
Named one of the Top 7 offensive tackles in the 
Southeast by The National Recrulting Advisor, graded 
out at 85 percent with 24 pancakes during his senior 
season. 

Chris Woods LB 6-3 244 Orlando, FL 
Recorded 128 tackles and six sacks as 4 Senior; 
fated the No. 66 prospect in Florida by SuperPrep; a 
Class 4A all-state second-team pick. 


NAME 
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Get your 
football fix with 
Athion Sports 
Annuals. 


Athlon Sports Annuals give you blanket gridiron coverage 
from end zone to end zone. The nine editions feature more 
than 400 eye-popping color action photos and in-depth 
analyses for every Pro and Major College team. You can’t find 
more football anywhere! 
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Storms SEC 


Get a FREE slipcase when you order 
nine preseason football annuals! 
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Order all nine 1998 Athlon Sports Football annuals for ONLY $49.95 (including shipping and handling) and receive a handsome 
slipcase valued at $6.95 ABSOLUTELY FREE! Single copies are available for $8.95 each, National College $7.95 (including ship- 
ping and handling). [Canada: single copies $14, slipcase $65. All other international: single copies $20, slipcase $99.] 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 1998 Athlon Sports Football available June 15. 
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Please send me the following annuals: 


Name 

Athlon Sports Football 
Address 4 Pro — $8.95 

(We cannot deliver to a P.O. Box.) 9 Atlantic Coast — $8.95 

City State == 1D 4 Big Ten — $8.95 

O Big Twelve — $8.95 
Phone ( ) O Eastern -— $8.95 

(4 Southeastern — $8.95 
Send check or money order only to: Q Pac Ten — $8.95 
Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. © Western — $8.95 
Attn: Mail Orders Q National College - $7.95 
220 25th Ave. North Suite 200 All nine with free slipcase! - $49.95 


Nashville, TN 37203 
College98_} 
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Autry Denson 


an Notre Dame return to the elite? 

“Nobody likes to be 7-6,” says coach Bob 

Davie of his inaugural season, the worst 
for the Irish in more than a decade. “There are a 
lot of people who live and die Notre Dame foot- 
ball, but to us it’s personal.” 

The Irish need to toughen up on both sides of 
the ball — Notre Dame averaged only 23 points 
a game last year and yielded more yards on the 
ground than it gained. The offensive line has to 
return to its smash-mouth glory, the signature of 
Notre Dame football. And the Irish could also 
use some mayhem-makers on defense. 

Davie will use a more option-oriented offense 


with Jarious Jackson, a fast, elusive runner who 
replaces Ron Powlus at quarterback. Senior tail- 
back Autry Denson, coming off two straight 
1,000-yard seasons, will lead the ground game. 

The answers will come early. The Irish start 
against four teams that beat them last year, 
including defending national co-champion 
Michigan in the opener. 


quarterbacks 


With his instinctive ability to run the option 
and throw on the sprint-out, Jackson brings an 
entirely different dimension to the offense than 
the drop-back, lumbering style Powlus offered. 
Jackson, who has thrown only 32 passes in his 
college career, has a strong arm and can be effec- 
tive deep but misfires when his feet aren't set or 
his body is not square on the run. The backup is 
sophomore Zak Kustok, a smart player with 
some mobility. 


running backs 


Senior tailback Denson brings reliability and 
productivity, if not flash, to the Irish running 
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game. He needs 999 more yards to break Allen 
Pinkett’s school career rushing mark of 4,131. 
Denson lacks breakaway speed but has a shifty 
yet tough running style that stymies defenders. 
He is a threat catching passes out of the back- 
field, too; his 30 receptions last season were the 
most by an Irish running back since 1968. 
Clement Stokes returns as Denson’s backup, but 
a couple of freshmen, Parade All-American Ter- 
rance Howard and Ohio's Mr. Football, Tony 
Fisher, could make it interesting. 

Senior Jamie Spencer and junior Joey Good- 
speed need to improve their blocking at fullback 
to trigger the option as well as restore Notre 
Dame's once-vaunted power running game. 
Freshman Mike McNair, a California import 
with the power of a tractor and the balance of a 
ballerina, could be a factor. 


receivers 


Irish wide receivers are getting better. Seniors 
Malcolm Johnson (42 catches for 596 yards) and 
Bobby Brown (45 for 543) were the first Irish 
wide receiving duo in history to each surpass 40 
receptions in a season. Junior Raki Nelson (23 
catches for 341 yards) has become an accom- 
plished possession receiver and little 5—7 sopho- 
more Joey Getherall provides speed if he can stay 
in one piece. Sophomore Jabari Holloway could 
become a star at tight end. 

The Irish need big plays from their receivers. 
Freshmen Javin Hunter and David Givens, both 
blessed with great speed, could be the answer. 


offensive linemen 


Experienced, big and strong, the Irish are 
counting on the offensive line to return the team 
to rushing supremacy. Junior center John 
Merandi is the only newcomer to the line. He's 
also the smallest at 6-3, 290. Senior tackle Mike 
Rosenthal and guards Tim Ridder and Jerry 
Wisne are 6-7 across the front, and senior tackle 
Luke Petitgout, who graded out the best during 
last season, is 6-6. The line averages 301 pounds. 
Despite their size, the guards are mobile enough 
to give Denson and Jackson a formidable escort 
on sweeps and sprint-outs. 

The line learned pass-blocking skills last sea- 
son but was tentative off the ball on running 
plays. Blocking schemes have been simplified 
with an emphasis on execution and explosiveness 
off the snap. 


defensive linemen 


The Irish are unproven up front and the 
defensive line is Davie’s biggest concern. An 
aggressive off-season conditioning program has 
added heft but that might not be enough. There 
is no clear-cut successor to Melvin Dansby, who 
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Available at newsstands throughout 
North America and every Nevada Sports book. 
To Subscribe call 1-800-325-8259 


We Pay Faster -- Guaranteed 


1-800-559-2437 


International — 1-876-953-6233 — Canada — 1-800-824-9174 — U.S. Alternate — 1-888-559-2437 
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Millions of Americans enjoy the excitement of football from the opening kick-off 
to the Super Bowl. The added thrill of having a little extra on your favorite team 
has truly become a great American pastime. Now from the convenience of your 
home, work or travel worldwide, players like you can call English Sports for 
scores, lines and most importantly “Action.” English Sports offers exotics, 
straights, totals, futures, propositions and fantasy football cards. Small players 
can earn thousands while testing their skills on which quarterback will pass for 


the most touchdowns, which running back will have the most yards, receivers, 
kickers, sacks and much more. English Sports also offers Baseball, Hockey, 
College and Pro Basketball, Horse Racing, Soccer, Boxing, Auto Racing, Tennis 
and much more. English Sports is like Las Vegas over the telephone. Better yet, 
it’s simpler and strictly confidential. You can play the same day with any major 
credit card, via express mail, or wire. English Sports has been established for 
seven years with impeccable credentials, has references from major banks and 
accounting firms and is rated by Dun & Bradstreet. English Sports is the most 
legitimate and legal sports gaming company in the world. English Sports’ 
greatest asset is when you win you receive your funds in less than 48 hours 
guaranteed or you will receive an additional 10% on top of your request....That’s 
Guaranteed! Call now and join the thousands that have made English Sports the 
top-rated sports book in the world. Simply call 1-800-559-2437 and one of our 
400 professional and friendly operators is ready to take your call, answer your 
questions and send you a free promotional package. 

You must be 18 or older, college students excluded. 
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Bobby Brown 


had 103 tackles last season. Junior tackle 
Brad Williams and nose guard Lance Legree 
put in more than 300 minutes last year but 
combined for only 28 tackles. Senior 
Antwon Jones will push Legree, but neither 
has dominated. Senior Lamont Bryant, who 
missed spring ball because of knee surgery, 
moves from outside linebacker to defensive 
end in hopes of creating a stronger pass 
rush. Jason Ching, a 1995 first-team USA 
Topay All-American, and 6-7, 270-pound 
sophomore Kurt Vollers could develop into 


starters. 
The Irish are expected to sell 


a out Notre Dame Stadium for 


the 34th season in a row. When 
Notre Dame opens against Michigan 
on Sept. 5, it will be the 138th consec- 
utive sellout of a home game. 


linebackers 

This is the strength of the defense with 
three of four starters returning. Senior Bob- 
bie Howard on the inside is quick with 
excellent instincts toward the ball and the 
speed to cover backs downfield. 

On the outside, senior Kory Minor has 
the explosiveness and sayvy to deliver big 
hits and could earn All-America honors. 
Senior Jimmy Friday continues to improve 
on the inside. The biggest surprise could be 


134 


Mir. Notre Dame 
Football 


As Notre Dame’s coach from 1918- 
1930, Knute Rockne popularized the 
game of football nationwide. Five of 
his 13 teams were undefeated, 
untied national champions, including 
his last two. He took on the best 
from coast to coast and made the 
Four Horsemen and the Gipper 
immortal. Rockne’s winning percent- 
age of .881 (105-12-5) is the high- 
est in college football history. 


other corner. In a bold move, Davie 
switched sophomore Tony Driver from run- 
ning back to free safety. Heralded in high 
school, Driver was the heir-apparent to 
Denson at tailback, but Davie says he is just 
too good a football player to be kept out of 
the starting lineup. Driver may be the hard- 
est hitter on the squad and could steal the 
starter’s role from senior A’Jani Sanders. 


specialists 

The challenge is replacing game-breaking 
return man Allen Rossum and developing a 
kicker. Jim Sanson has a strong leg but is 
only 11-of-19 in field goal attempts for his 
career and missed three field goals in a 


Peter Brouillet 


sophomore Grant Irons, who at 6-5, 247 
will be aiming at quarterbacks from his out- 
side rush position. Irons, the brother of for- 
mer Michigan All-America linebacker 


Jarrett Irons, is being counted on to wreak 


havoc in opposing backfields. He survived a 
trial-by-fire linebacking les- 
son as a true freshman 
because of injuries at the 


three-point loss to USC last season. Hunter 
Smith holds down the punting chores with 
an average the last two seasons of nearly 43 
yards. In the return game, Denson, Driver, 
speedster Darcy Levy and the diminutive 
Getherall will all get their chances. 


Outside the Huddle 


position. Junior Ronnie 
Nicks, a hard hitter slowed 
by injuries last season, pro- 
vides depth on the inside. 


defensive 
backs 

The secondary is new 
and reconstituted with 


strong safety Benny Guil- 
beaux the only returning 
starter at the same position 
as last year. Davie is looking 
for some hard-hitting, sure- 
tackling, turnover-minded 
playmakers. 

Junior Deveron Harper, 
who had 60 tackles at free 
safety, moves to one corner- 
back slot. Though only a 
sophomore with minimal 
experience, Brock Williams 
could beat out fifth-year 
player Ty Goode at the 


Legend in the making Tailback Autry Denson 
needs to average 90 yards in 11 regular season 
games to pass Allen Pinkett and become Notre 
Dame's all-time leading ground gainer. 


Comeback kids After their 1-4 start, the Irish 
accomplished the biggest in-season turnaround in the 
history of Notre Dame football, finishing at 7—6. Five 
other Notre Dame teams began the season 1-4, but 
none finished better than .500. 


Whither the rush Last season was the first time 
in 11 years that Notre Dame’s ground game finished 
out of the top 20 nationally. It was ranked 36th and 
averaged only 174.9 yards per game. 


Runbacks redux Since 1986, Notre Dame has 
returned 15 kickoffs, 16 punts, 15 interceptions and 
five fumbles for touchdowns — a total of 51. That's 
why the Irish will miss Allen Rossum, who broke an 
NCAA career record with nine returns for touchdowns 
(3 kickoffs, 3 punts and 3 interceptions). 

Enough is enough The Irish attempted more 
passes (317) and completed more passes (490) than 
any team in Notre Dame history last season, but 
ranked only 75th in yardage, averaging 185 passing 
yards per game. 
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1998 Notre Dame Roster seo OPE: serena 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN31 = 

8 Brannan, Anthony 1B 511198 Jr Cedar Grove, NJ Levy, Darcey TB 6-2 204 So. Aurora, CO 1998 Signees 

68 Brennan, Matt OT 67 282 Jr. Mobile, AL 36 Lynch, Tim FS 5-9 177 Sr. Oak Lawn, IL NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
88 Brown, Bobby FL 63 193 Sr. Lauderhill, FL 21 McDonnell, Kevin K 5-41 185 Sr. Bellevue,OH maz Battle © QB 6-1 196 Shreveport, LA 
53 Bryant, Lamont DE 63 247 Sr. Georgetown,SC 32 Meko, Justin SS 5-11 209 Sr. Springfield, VA Parade Magazine All-America; USA Toosw honorable 
24 Bystedt, Chris WR 6-1 208 So. Orange, CA 64 Merandi, John C 6-3 290 Jr. Blue Jay,CA — mention AllAmerica pick; completed 34-0f-76 passes 
8 Chappell, Eric QB 64 225 Jr Montgomery, AL 4 Minor, Kory OLB 6-1 235 Sr. Laveme, CA Wee Benennt Sie say vauen ened SUL 
99 Ching, Jason DE 63 260 Jr Honolulu, Hl 74 Mowl, Rob G 65. 295 Jr Pittsburgh, pa | mes for 677 yds. and 14 TDs. 


34 Coleman, Damien TB 5-7 180 So.  SouthBend,IN 35 Morris, Trevor TB 5-10 211 So. Danbury, CT Jordan Black OL 6-5 320 Rowlett, TX 


1 Cooper, Deke FS 63 215 Jr Evansville, IN 40 Murray, Jason FB 6-1 245 So, Belle Vernon, PA ce Yoram Dal i ad leat 
46 Dansby, Kevin OLB 6-1 235 So. Birmingham, AL 9 Nelson, Raki FL 5-11176 Jr. Harrisburg, PA percent as a blocker his junior year, including 39 pan- 
81 Dawson, Lewis SE 6-0 185 Jr. FederalWay,WA 34 Nicks, Ronnie IB 6-1 230 Jr Kilgore, TX cake blocks; has benched 425 pounds. 
39 Denman, Anthony OLB 6-1 220 So, Rusk, TX 58 O'Connor, Brendan G 6-2 290 Jr. Bellefontaine, OH Rocky Boiman DB 6-3 242 Cincinnati, OH 
23 Denson, Autry TB 5-10 200 Sr. Lauderhill, FL 86 O'Leary, Dan TE 6-5 245 Jr. Westlake,OH — Southwest Ohio Player of the Year in 1997; made 
25 Driver, Tony TB 6-2 210 SO. Louisville, KY 50 Payne, David C 6-1 285 Sr. Baltimore, MD 163 tackles and intercepted six passes as a senior. 
40 Farrell, Brendan SS 5-10 215 Jr. Fairport, NY 54 Petitgout, Luke OT 66 308 Sr. Georgetown,DE  jonn Day-Owens TE 6-3 223 Bowie, MD 
41 Ferrer, Joe OLB 6-2 230 Jr  Casselberry,FL 37 Rice, Kevin SS 60 220 Sr. Burr Ridge, L_ — USA Toosy honorable mention All-America; three-year 
13. Friday, Jimmy LB 6-2 235 Sr, Missouri City, TX 70 Ridder, Tim G 6-7 295 Sr. Omaha, NE starter at tight end; caught 25 passes for 221 yds. 
69 Gandy, Mike G 64 290 Jr Garland, TX 62 Robin, Casey OT 66 293 So. Covington, LA and six TDs as a senior. 
18 Getherall, Joey SE 5-7 165 So. HaciendaHgts,CA 46 Robinson, Benjamin WR 6-2 235 Sr. Saratoga,CA Donald Dykes DB 5-10181 Hammond, LA 
98 Glass, Eric DT 64 225 Jr. Howey, FL 79 Rosenthal, Mike OT 6-7 315 Sr. Granger, IN ee eas costae john ads Arerdbaedatle 
24 Goode, 7 CB 5-11 188 Sr. LincoIn, NE 85 Rule, Mark WR 6-2 220 Sr. Chagrin Falls, OH made S last year; 
45 oodszieed Joey FB 6-0 238 Jr. Montgomery,IL 5 Sanders, A’Jani SS 5-11 188 Sr. Houston, TX forthe New York Jets and San Diego Chargers. 
28 Grady, Mike FS 5-11 202 Jr. Issaquah, WA 19 Sanson, Jim K 5-9 183 Jr. Scottsdale, AZ Tony Fisher RB 6-1 205 —_—_Euclid, OH 
2 Gulbeau, ey $3 G2 212 S, Opens IA 53 Scot. 8, OE_G.4 20 rool, N_ USD ie a ps 
Pie ee ey 3 sos,pu © SS S41 180s Hopanon i ee . 
ebert, Johnathan : jouston, ; 3 ‘ 
87 Holloway, Jabari TE 6-3 250 So.  Riverdale,GA 17 Smith, Hunter P 6-2 218 Sc Sherman, 1X. genase ean ana met 
43 Holmes, Hugh LB 61 220 So. Kissimmee,FL 80 Smith, Justin SE 6-2 185 So. St.Petersburg, FL jn 1997 between wide receiver (13 catches for 255 
27 Howard, Bobbie ILB 5-10 232 Sr. Rand, WV 33 Spencer, Jamie FB 6-1 257 Sr. Monroe, LA yds. and four TDs), quarterback (21-0f52 for 337 
44 Irons, Grant OLB 6-5 247 So. The Woodlands, TX 32 Stokes, Clement TB 6-0 209 Sr. Washington,DC yds. and two TDs) and running back (74 camies for 
37 Israel, Ron FS 6-0 194 So. Lawnside, NJ 76 Teasdale, John OT 65 295 So. Kansas City,MO | 331 ydS. and four TDs). 
7 Jackson, Jarious QB 6-0 220 Sr. Tupelo, MS 49 Thomas, Joe IB 6-2 230 Sr. Dallas, TX  Tyreo Harrison LB 6-2 224Sulphur Spgs., TX 
411 Johnson, Jay FL 6-0 184 Jr. Starkville, MS 63 Tribe, Mike ILB «5-10 219 Jr. Chicago, |L Made 119 tackles as a senior in 1997; played line 
6 Johnson, Malcolm SE 65 220 Sr, Washington,DC 91 VanHookDrucker, Noah DE 6-2 240 J. Englewood, CO backer as a senior after two years as'a Tush defer 
85 Jones, Antwon NG 6-3 275 Sr. Piqua,OH 22 Vickers, Jay TB 6-0 214 Jr. Tallahassee, FL . 
55 Jones, Jim G 63 290 Jr Chicago Ridge, IL 97 Vollers, Kurt DE 67 270 So. Whittier, CA facia pial nea ae Winwxporss A 
66 Jordan, JW. C 60 286 So, Brooklyn, NY 67 Wagner, John OT 6-7 306 Sr — Cheshire,CT aie. rushed 234 times for 4.450 ytle, and 14 
20 Joyner, Byron FS 6-1 194 Sr. Louisville, KY = vargas creer rs 4 Jt. gh ala Us TDs in 1997. 
17 Juarez, Jeremy FB 5-11 230 So. Arcadia, CA Nilliams, Brad - Jr range, CA 
16. Kustok, Zak QB 6-1 207 So,  OrlandPark, It 38 Wiliams, Brock © CB 5-10 187 So. — Hammond, LA Jaane Afaarine “AkAmenca; USA, Yooy. secon: 
26 Lafayette, Lee CB 5-10197 Jr Hopkins Park ,IL 94 Wisne, Andy DE 6-3 280 So. Tulsa, OK team All-America; caught 46 passes for 794 yds, and 
48 Leck, Chris FS 5-10192 Jr. Ashton, 1D 71 Wisne, Jerry G 6-7 300 Sr. Tulsa, OK nine TDs as a senior; runs a 4.4 in the 40. 


Legree, Lance NG 6-1 287 Jr. St. Stephen, SC 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (7) 


SE 6 Malcolm Johnson (Sr., 3); 18 Joey Getherall (So., 1) 
ST 79 Mike Rosenthal (Sr., 3); 67 John Wagner (Sr., 0) 


Clifford Jefferson DB 5-10175 Dallas, TX 
USA Topay firstteam All-America; intercepted six 
passes while making 30 solos and 22 assisted tack- 


Top Returning Leaders ! king 
eS aS a senior; ha career ints. 


Passing: Jarious Jackson, 8-17-146-1, 1 TD Tom Loplenski FB 6-0 238 Hudson, OH 
Rushing: Autry Denson, 264 car., 1,268 yds., 12 TDs Peveneenecm arse em Cem ron En 

hice and 15 TDs; caught five passes for 52 yds.; father 
Receiving: Malcolm Johnson, 42 rec., 596 yds., 2 TDs Tom'Was'an lish comerback from 19724975. 
Scoring: Autry Denson, 13 TDs, 78 points 


SG 70 Tim Ridder (Sr., 2); 28 Mike Grady (Jr., 1) : ‘ Sean Mahan OL 6-3 251 Tulsa, OK 
C 64 John Merandi (Jr., 1); 74 Rob Mow! (Jr., 0) Punting: Hunter Smith, 50 punts, 42.6 avg. USA Tooay honorable mention All-America; high 
QG 74 Jerry Wisne (Sr., 2); 55 Jim Jones (Jr., 0) Kicking: Jim Sanson, 5-10 FGs, 15-16 XP Decaias lathe nies ent. cayior Petites 40 
QT 54 Luke Petitgout (Sr, 2); 68 Matt Brennan (Jr., 0) Tackles: Jimmy Friday, 109, 55 solo pounds. 

TE 87 Jabari Holloway (So., 1); 86 Dan O'Leary (Jr., 1) Sacks: Kory Minor, 3.5 apa ae ie 229 Sy ae 
QB 7 Jarious Jackson (Sr., 2); 46 Zak Kustok (So., 0) Interceptions: Benny Guilbeaux, 4 for 76 yards Deal gh od Ubinas by la dey Bk 
FB 45 Joey Goodspeed (Jr., 2); 33 Jamie Spencer (Sr., 2) ieee and ae 33 TOE dpi 

RB 23 Autry Denson (Sr., 3); 32 Clement Stokes (Sr., 2) David Mille P/K 6-0 180 Granger, IN 
FL 88 Bobby Brown (St, 2); 9 Raki Nelson (Jr., 2) 1998 Schedule Allstate ea senior and junior; set an Indiana state 


i Sept. 5 Michigan fecord with a 71 yard punt in 1997, beating the pre- 
Re acisity Sa eatl Ut» 2) P 8 vious best of 69 set in 1979 by former Irish quarter- 


Sept. 12 at Michigan State back Blair Kiel, 


Sept. 26 Purdue Gerald Morgan OL 6-3 250 Mesquite, TX 

DEFENSE (7) Oct. 3 Stanford Rated ant the Top 100 players in econ tp Dal- 

DE 77 Brad Williams (Jr., 2); 93 B.J. Scott (Jr., 0) Oct. 10 at Arizona State peng cht ens al begs Tk 
NG 90 Lance Legree (Jr., 1); 85 Antwon Jones (Sr., 2) Oct. 24 Army Carlos Pierre-Antoine LB 6-2 244 Everett, WA 
DE 53 Lamont Bryant (Sr., 2); 99 Jason Ching (Jr., 0), Oct. 31 Baylor Pore ele ed ps Topay ae fh if 
OLB 44 Grant Irons (So., 1); 44 Joe Ferrer (Jr., 1) Nov. 7 at Boston College pebbles I ta al TE lod 
ILB 13 Jimmy Friday (Sr., 2); 34 Ronnie Nicks (Jr., 1) Nov. 14 at Navy @ Ryan Roberts LB 6-2 224 Lawnside, NJ 
ILB 27 Bobbie Howard (Sr., 3); 49 Joe Thomas (Sr., 1) Nov. 21 LSU USA Topay honorable mention All-America; rushed for 
OLB 4 Kory Minor (Sr., 3); 39 Anthony Denman (So., 4) Nov. 28 atUSC SAS Oe DRE SES Pe ae S 


CB 24 Ty Goode (Sr., 2); 38 Brock Williams (So., 1) @Washington, DC 


6-4 285 Orland Park, IL 
CB 10 Deveron Harper (Jt, 2); 37 Ron Israel (So., 0) oe lane ian iparin AlKAmerica pick, didn't 
SS 2 Benny Guilbeaux (Sr., 2); 26 Lee Lafayette (Jr., 4) Rising Star permit a sack as a senior while making 41. pancake 
FS 25 Tony Driver (So., 1); 5 A’Jani Sanders (Sr., 2) Sophomore linebacker Grant Irons received OGG FM A rake 
P SAE aiet Smt (Sr, 3) hurried training at inside linebacker as a USA Too honorable mention AltAmerica, all-state 


CSA ee MOM A Ug sci COM geMfasem lard school division; father Phil is a 1968 Notre 
Dame graduate who proposed to his mother Angie in 
‘69 at an Irish football game. 


(#) incicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


backing corps. A heralded recruit, he 
Number after class indicates letters won moves to the outside rushing spot, where [FeV Steere mere Eer cE trian] 
his 6-5 frame and long-reach could spell USB CRIME enema m eatin s ame 


trouble for opposing quarterbacks tackles, including 14 for losses last season. 
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* Home game 


ATLANTIC COAST 
CLEMSON 
CLEMSON, S.C. 


FURMAN® 
VIRGINIA TECH* 


FLORIDA STATE 
OUKE 

N.C. STATE* 
GEORGIA TECH* 
SOUTH CAROLINA* 


DUKE 
DURHAM, N.C. 
(29) 

WESTERN CAROLINA* 
NORTHWESTERN 
FLORIDA STATE 
VIRGINIA® 

GEORGIA TECH 

WAKE FOREST 

N.C. STATE 
CLEMSON* 
VANDERBILT 
MARYLAND? 

NORTH CAROLINA* 


FLORIDA STATE 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA. 
(11-1) 
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== 
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TEXAS A&M@ 

N.C. STATE 

DUKE* 

use* 

MARYLAND 

MIAMIFLORIDA) 
LEMSON* 


C 

GEORGIA TECH 

t NORTH CAROLINA® 
VIRGINIA* 

WAKE FOREST 
N.2i  FLORIDA* 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 


GEORGIA TECH 
ATLANTA, GA. 

(7-5) 

BOSTON COLLEGE* 
NEW MEXICO ST.* 
NORTH CAROUNA 
DUKE* 

N.C. STATE 
VIRGINIA® 
FLORIDA ST.* 
MARYLAND 
CLEMSON 


WAKE FOREST* 
GEORGIA 


YLAND 
LLEGE PARK, MD. 


bee 
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JAMES MADISON* 
VIRGINIA 

WEST VIRGINIA 
TEMPLE* 
FLORIDA STATE* 
CLEMSON 


WAKE FOREST* 
GEORGIA TECH® 
NORTH CAROLINA 
DUKE 
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tee 


= 
Nn 
rR 


MIAMIOHIO}* 
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CLEMSON® 
PITTSBURGH* 
WAKE FOREST 
FLORIDA STATE 
MARYLAND* 
VIRGINIA 


DUKE 
N.C. STATE* 


N.C. STATE 
RALEIGH, N.C. 

(6-5) 
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FLORIDA STATE* 
BAYLOR 


SYRACUSE* 
GEORGIA TECH 
DUKE* 
VIRGINIA 


CLEMSON 

WAKE FOREST* 
MARYLAND. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Ss. 3 
$.12 
$.19 
0.4 
0.10 
0.17 
0.24 
0.31 
N.7 
N21 
N.28 
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VIRGINIA 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. 
(7-4) 

3 
12 
19 
26 
3 SAN JOSE STATE* 
7 GEORGIA TECH 
4 N.C, STATES 
1 WAKE FOREST 
FLORIDA STATE 
NORTH CAROLINA® 
VIRGINIA TECH 
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Ss. 
S. 
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0. 
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0.2: 
0.3. 
N7 
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N.28 


WAKE FOREST 
INSTON-SALEM, N.C. 
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AIR FORCE 
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MARYLAND 
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N.C. STATE 
FLORIDA STATE* 
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RUTGERS* 
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LOUISVILLE 
VIRGINIA TECH* 
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PITTSBURGH 
WEST VIRGINIA 
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CORAL GABLES, FLA. 
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E. TENNESSEE ST.* 
CINCINNATI 
VIRGINIA TECH* 
UCLA® 

RUTGERS 

FLORIDA STATE* 
WEST VIRGINIA 
BOSTON COLLEGE* 
TEMPLE 


PITTSBURGH* 
SYRACUSE 


PITTSBURGH 
ITTSBURGH, PA. 


6-6) 


VILLANOVA 
PENN STATE* 
VIRGINIA TECH 
AKRON® 

NORTH CAROLINA 
RUTGERS* 
SYRACUSE 
TEMPLE* 
BOSTON COLLEGE* 
MIAMI(FLORIDA) 
WEST VIRGINIA* 
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SYRACUSE, N.Y. 
(9-4) 
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N.C. STATE 
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PITTSBURGH® 
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VIRGINIA TECH* 
TEMPLE 
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BLACKSBURG, VA. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
MORGANTOWN, W.VA. 


& 


OHIO STATE* 
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BOSTON COLLEGE* 
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INDIANA 
BLOOMINGTON, IND. 
(2-9) 


wn 
8 


WESTERN MICHIGAN* 
KENTUCKY 
CINCINNATI 
WISCONSIN® 
MICHIGAN STATE 
iowar 
MICHIGAN 

OHIO STATE* 
ILUNOIS 
MINNESOTA® 
PURDUE 
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FZEOOSOS VME 


OWA 

OWA CITY, IOWA 
5) 

5 CENTRAL MICHIGAN® 
12 (OWA STATE* 

19 ARIZONA 
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MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR, MICH. 
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MICHIGAN STATE 
EAST LANSING, MICH. 
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EVANSTON, ILL. 
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OUKE* 
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WISCONSIN 
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MICHIGAN® 
O#IO STATE* 
MICHIGAN STATE 
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COLUMBUS, OHIO 
0-3) 


eres 


bin 
RaRmBRUSosShia 


zz ZOOOCONMUNN 


WEST VIRGI 
TOLEDO* 
MISSOURI* 
PENN STATE* 
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MINNESOTA* 
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INDIANA 
MICHIGAN STATE* 
JOWA 

1 MICHIGAN® 
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WEST LAFAYETTE, IND. 
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CENTRAL FLORIDA® 
NOTRE DAME 
MINNESOTA®* 
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BOULDER, COLO. 
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KANSAS STATE 
MANHATTAN, KAN. 
(14-1) 


INDIANA STATE* 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS* 
TEXAS* 
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COLORADO 
OKLAHOMA STATE* 
\OWA STATE* 
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COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 
(2-4) 

FLORIDA STATE® 
LOUISIANA TECH® 
SOUTHERN MISS 
NORTH TEXAS* 
KANSAS 


NEBRASKA* 

BAYLOR 

TEXAS TECH! 

OKLAHOMA STATE 

OKLAHOMA 
MISSOURI* 

N27 


5 TEXAS 
GEAST RUTHERFORD, NJ. 


CAL ST-NORTHRIDGE* 
WASHINGTON STATE 
PORTLAND STATE* 
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SCOW, IDAHO 
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E. WASHINGTON* 
SAN JOSE STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
LSU 

IDAHO STATE* 
ARKANSAS STATE 
UTAH STATE 
NEVADA® 


NORTH TEXAS 
NEW MEXICO STATE* 
BOISE STATE 
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OREGON STATE 
COLORADO STATE* 
FRESNO STATE 
UNLV 

NEW MEXICO STATE* 
NORTH TEXAS 
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SOUTHERN MISS* 


MEXICO STATE 
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GEORGIA TECH 
NEW MENCO* 


fn ee 
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UTEP’ 

ARKANSAS STATE 
NEVADA 
COLORADO STATE* 
UTAH STATE* 
BOISE STATE* 
IDAHO 

NORTH TEXAS 
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NORTH TEXAS 
DENTON, TEXAS 
(3-8) 


OKLAHOMA 
TEXAS TECH* 
ARIZONA STATE 
TEXAS A&M 
BOISE STATE 
NEVADA* 
HOUSTON* 
IOAHO* 
KANSAS 

UTAH STATE 
NEW MEXICO STATE* 


‘SAM HOUSTON STATE* 
OREGON STATE® 
WASHINGTON 

(DAHO* 

BOFSE STATE 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
NEVADA® 

NORTH TEXAS* 
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CONFERENCE USA 


ARMY 

WEST POINT, N.Y. 

(4-7) 

MIANOHIO)* 
CINCINNATI 
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PFFZOOOOV NG 


CINCINNATI 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 


TULANE® 
MIAMI(FLORIDA)* 
ARMY 


RBRo b 


Wei 


MIAMICOHIO)* 
EAST CAROUINA® 
HOUSTON® 
ARKANSAS STATE 


zzZOOCOONIYN Se 
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EAST CAROLINA 
GREENVILLE, N.C. 
(5-6 


VIRGINIA TECH 
CHATTANOOGA* 


CINCINNATI 
LOUISVILLE* 
21 MEMPHIS 


Ss. 
S. 
Ss. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0, 
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HOUSTON, TEXAS 
(3-8) 
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$.19 
$.26 
0.3 
0.10 
0.24 


0.31 
NT 
N14 
N22 


CALIFORNIA 
MINNESOTA* 
. 


UCLA 

TENNESSEE 
MEMPHIS* 
ARMY* 

NORTH TEXAS 
EAST CAROLINA 
SOUTHERN MISS* 
CINCINNATI 
TULANE 


LOUISVILLE 


s. 
s. 
s. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
N 
N 
N 
Si 


ILLINOIS. 


MEMPHIS* 

WESTERN KENTUCKY* 
EAST CARO! 

ARMY* 


MISSISSIPPI 
MISSISSIPPI STATE* 
MINNESOTA 
HOUSTON 
ARKANSAS* 
CINCINNAT}* 
LOUISVILLE 
ARKANSAS STATE* 
TULANE® 
SOUTHERN MISS 
EAST CAROLINA® 


OUTHERN MISS 


HATTIESBURG, MISS, 
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PENN STATE 
NORTHWESTERN ST.* 


MIAMIOHIO})* 
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‘SOUTH CAROLINA 
EASTERN MICHIGAN* 
YOWA STATE 


AKRON 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS* 
TOLEDO 
MIAMI(OHIO)* 
MARSHALL 


WESTERN MICHIGAN® 
CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


ATHLON Sports COLLEGE FOOTBALL 1998 


1998 college schedules 


* Home game 


BOWLING GREEN 
roe GREEN, OHIO 


MISSOURI 

PENN STATE 
CENTRAL FLORIDA® 
OHIO* 

MIAMI(OHIO) 
TOLEDO 

KENT* 

MARSHALL* 
AKRON® 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
ee cee MICH. 
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12 WESTERN ILUINOIS* 
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7 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
6 WESTERN MICHIGAN® 
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1 BALL STATE* 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
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EAST CAROLINA* 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
BOWUNG GREEN 
MARSHALL 

AKRON® 
MIAMMOHIO) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN® 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS* 
KENT 
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TOLEDO 
TOLEDO, OHIO 
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5 TEMPLE* 

2 OHIO STATE 

9 WESTERN MICHIGAN® 
6 MIAMI(OHIO) 

3 CENTRAL FLORIDA’ 

O BALL STATE* 

7 BOWLING GREEN* 

4 AKRON 


31 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN® 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS* 
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2 STANFORD 
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4 SAN DIEGO STATE 
3 WASHINGTON 
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7 OREGON STATE 

4 NE LOUISIANA* 

1. OREGON* 

7 WASHINGTON STATE* 
4 CALIFORNIA 


WASHINGTON 
BRIGHAM YOUNG 
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OREGON STATE* 
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STANFORD* 
WASHINGTON STATE 
CAUPORNIA® 
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ARKANSAS 
FAYETTEVILLE, ARK. 
(4-7) 
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FLORIDA 

4 LOUISIANA TECH* 
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SOUTH CAROLINA® 
N.21. FLORIDA STATE 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA 
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By Peter Finney \ 
The New Orleans Times-Picayune m 
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Courtland Richards 


hen it comes to a matter of a 
quarterback having an option, 
consider the rosy plight facing 


LSU’s Herb Tyler this season whenever a 
running play is called. Tyler can hand the 
football to Rondell Mealey, who, when last 
seen on national television, was rushing for 
222 yards in a 27-9 Independence Bowl 
victory over Notre Dame. Or he can hand 
the ball to Cecil “The Diesel” Collins, 
who, when first seen on national television, 
was rushing for 232 yards against Auburn, 
the most by any LSU ballcarrier against an 
SEC opponent. Or he can hand the ball to 
Kevin Faulk, who led the SEC in rushing 
last season and has a chance to end his 
career with more all-purpose yards than 
anyone in SEC history, breaking Herschel 
Walker's record. 

So, yes, Herb Tyler has some juicy 
options when you realize all he has to do is 
complete the handoff, or the pitch, to a trio 
that each averaged more than 5.5 yards per 
carry. 

“Everyone of those guys is special, and 
each has his own style,” says Tyler, who last 
year passed for a modest 10 touchdowns 
while his three infantrymen were running 
for 25. 

Mealey, who finished ninth in confer- 
ence rushing in ’97, will start ’98 as a third- 
string running back. The 6-0, 203-pound 
junior of Destrehan, La. is a slasher with 
several gear changes. Collins, a thick-shoul- 
dered 5-10, 205-pound junior from 
Leesville, La., is a punishing tackle-breaker 
with excellent balance, leaving you with the 
impression of a rolling bowling ball. Faulk, 
a product of Carencro, La., plays a lot big- 
ger than his 5-10, 192 pounds, mainly 
because of nimble feet, great vision and 
explosive speed that seems to catapult him 
downfield. 

“Kevin is a thing of grace and beauty,” 
says offensive coordinator Morris Watts. “I 
remember watching him against Kentucky 
(when Faulk ran for a school-record five 
TDs) and it looked like every time he hit 
the hole he was running downhill.” 

“Kevin usually makes the first two or 
three guys miss,” says Tyler, “then he really 
gets tough. He'll get into the secondary, 
wind up one-on-one with a defensive back 
and sometimes just run over him.” 

As for Collins, no LSU back ever got off 
to a faster start. With Faulk sidelined with 
a pulled hamstring, Collins, who had 
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“The Diesel” bowls through defenses, punishing would-be tacklers, as 


the power back of the trio. 


wowed coaches in spring practice after sit- 
ting out "96 because of grades, made his 
varsity debut with 172 yards against Mis- 
sissippi State. He followed that with his 
232-yard game against Auburn and had 
179 against Akron before suffering a sea- 
son-ending injury against Vanderbilt. 

“In more ways than one,” says coach 
Gerry DiNardo, “its a blessing having 
those three. We've got three guys who 
accept their roles and support each other. 
Winning is a great cure-all. When Kevin 
was out early, he was on the sideline cheer- 


ing for Cecil and Rondell. When Cecil 
went out, he was doing the same for the 
other two.” 

The best example came when the Tigers 
were closing out a 9-3 season in the Inde- 
pendence Bowl, atoning for a 24-6 regu- 
lar-season loss to Notre Dame. A reluctant 
spectator after going out with a sprained 
ankle in the first half, Faulk watched 
Mealey do his thing. He watched him run 
inside and outside, watched him sprint on 
a 78-yarder that broke open a close game 


and buried the Irish. 
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Few schools in the country can boast of having a running back the 
caliber of Mealey. But in Baton Rouge, he plays third fiddle. 


“Because of the injury situation,” says 
Paul Dietzel, who coached LSU to a 
national championship in 1958, “you can’t 
have too many backs.” 

In °57, Dietzel had two of the greatest in 
the same backfield, senior Jimmy Taylor, 
who rushed into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame as a Green Bay Packer, and Billy Can- 
non, the 1959 Heisman Trophy winner. 

Taylor and Cannon, who grew up in 
Baton Rouge, helped establish Louisiana as 
a cradle of ballcarriers. LSU lost two home- 
grown superstars from Catholic High in 
Baton Rouge to Florida State, Warrick 
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Dunn and Travis Minor. Last season, No. 1 
Michigan featured Chris Howard of New 
Orleans and Anthony Thomas of Winn- 
field. Notre Dame had Jamie Spencer of 
Monroe, while at Oklahoma, Jermaine 
Fazande of New Orleans was the Sooners 
No. 2 rusher. 

As soon as DiNardo landed the LSU job 
three years ago, he hopped in a car and 
drove to nearby Carencro to recruit Kevin 
Faulk, a blue chipper who would live up to 
his press clippings. Faulk needs 773 rush- 
ing yards and 11 touchdowns to break 
LSU’s career records. And he needs 1,026 
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all-purpose yards to break Walker's record 
of 5,749 amassed during his days at Geor- 
gia. DiNardo welcomed the news that 
Faulk would be returning for his senior sea- 
son, when everyone expected him to make 
himself eligible for the NFL. Faulk’s triple- 
threat talents would have made him a likely 
first-rounder. 

“Kevin is your ideal all-purpose athlete,” 
says DiNardo. When he was injury-free as 
a sophomore, Faulk rushed for 1,282 
yards, caught passes for 134, returned kick- 
offs for 313 and returned punts for 375, 
giving him 2,104 and a first-team spot as 
an All-Purpose All-America. 

When it comes to carrying the football, 
however, Cecil Collins may be the best 
LSU runner in a long, long time. “Let me 
put it this way,” says Charles Alexander, a 
former Tiger runner. “I didn’t have near the 
talent Cecil does. I know I’ve never seen 
anyone better at LSU.” Recruited out of 
Texas, Alexander left LSU with a flock of 
rushing records before becoming a No. | 
draft pick of the Cincinnati Bengals. 
“Believe me,” he says, “Cecil Collins is 
something special.” 

Danny Smith, who coached Collins 
when he was carrying the ball for the 
Leesville High Wampus Cats, knew that 
the first time he laid eyes on Collins. It was 
Smith’s good fortune that Collins’ dad was 
based eight miles away at Ft. Polk. “Cecil 
became a starter in his second game his 
freshman season,” says Smith. “He got 
where he is because of hard work, not 
because of God-given talent. He worked 
the year round. He came to high school at 
170 and left at 195. The bigger he got the 
faster he got. He went out for track and ran 
100 meters in 10.5.” 

When Leesville faced DeRidder, La. in a 
big game in his junior season, Collins’ torn 
cartilage became a headline story. Arriving 
at DeRidder, Collins saw a sign inside the 
stadium that said: “Does It Hurt Cecil?” 
The first time he touched the ball, he ran 
79 yards for a touchdown, after which he 
came to the sidelines and said: “Coach, do 
you think I answered the question?” The 
“Diesel” left Leesville with 1,000 carries for 
7,833 yards and 99 touchdowns. 

Talk about family fortunes, the same 
year Collins closed out a glittering high 
school career, his mother, Beverly, won the 
lottery. Not once, but twice. With part of 
her $200,000 windfall, Beverly Collins 
bought a fishing boat for herself and a car 
for her son. 

DiNardo can glance at Cecil Collins, 
Kevin Faulk and Rondell Mealey and claim 
he won the lottery three times. 
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All you can do with a wood closet door is keep your clothes out of sight. But with a mirror closet door, you 


can actually give a room the look and feel of more light and space. And if it’s made by Stanley, you can do 
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money than you think. For a much better door. And a much brighter room. Now at 
STANLEY | 


home centers everywhere. Need help finding one near you? Call 1-800-515-4422. 
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by RICK BAILEY 
Lexington Herald-Leader 


ust when the Marshall dynasty ended in 

NCAA Division I-AA football, look who 

emerged Phoenix-like from the ashes to 
reclaim the championship throne — 
Youngstown State. 

After two titles and five trips to the final 
game during the ’90s, Marshall moved up to 
Division I-A in 1997. So with a wide-open I- 
AA playoff field, who but coach Jim Tressel’s 
Penguins should rise from the No. 8 seed to 
edge McNeese State 10-9 for the crown? 

The early ’90s belonged to Youngstown, with 
three national titles (1991, 93, 94) and a run- 
ner-up finish (92). But two years away from the 
playoffs left the Penguins highly motivated to 
make a championship run in their first season 
in the Gateway Conference. 

This fall, Tressel must replace 17 seniors, 
including quarterback Demond Tidwell and 
Gateway Defensive Player of the Year and All- 
American Harry Deligianis. Senior Jake 
Andreadis and junior Adrian Brown combined 
for 2,011 rushing yards counting the playoffs 
last year and will lead the Penguins’ running 
game. Junior Jared Zwick and redshirt freshman 
Jim Keagy will seek the quarterback job. 

Senior linebackers Mike Stanec (6-3, 235) 
and Jarritt Goode (6-2, 245) will return to head 
up the defense from last year’s 13-2 team. 

Western Illinois (11-2) won the Gateway 
outright by defeating Youngstown in the regu- 
lar-season finale, then lost to McNeese State in 
the playoff quarterfinals. The Leathernecks 
return All-America senior tailback Aaron 
Stecker, who rushed for 1,957 yards and 24 
touchdowns in the regular season. Junior Mark 
Zanders, who transferred from Wisconsin along 
with Stecker, is the heir apparent at quarter- 
back. Senior tackle Casey Honkomp (6-5, 300) 
anchors the offensive line, while senior end 
Dave Watson (6-5, 250), and senior lineback- 


Georgia Southern 


Corey Joyner 


ers Ty Locatelli (6-1, 225) and James Milton 
(6-1, 230) also excel for coach Randy Ball’s Leath- 
ernecks. 

Northern Jowa’s seven-year reign as Gateway 
titlists (or co-champs) ended, but coach Mike 
Dunbar may have the Panthers back in the play- 
offs in his second year. 


Atlantic 10 

Villanova (12-1) had the Walter Payton Award 
winner in wide receiver Brian Finneran, the Eddie 
Robinson Coach of the Year in Andy Talley and 
the No. 1 playoff seed. Junior quarterback Chris 
Boden (3,079 yards, 36 TD passes) is a candidate 
for Payton honors as Talley and the Wildcats try to 
defend their Atlantic 10 title. 

“If there’s a better quarterback in the country 
than Chris I'd like to see him,” says Talley, who 
must replace his depleted wide-receiving corps. 
Junior Roger Harriott, coming from the defunct 
Boston University program, is an All-Atlantic 10 
running back. Nine starters return on defense. 

Delaware (12-2) was a playoff semifinalist and 
returns quarterbacks Brian Ginn, a junior, and 
Matt Negy, a sophomore. Senior wide receiver 
Eddie Conti hopes to return after missing last year 
with a knee injury. Coach Harold “Tubby” Ray- 
mond loses three linebackers, but he expects the 
Fightin’ Blue Hens to be solid on defense. 

William & Mary (7-4) is likely to be the third 
playoff contender from the Atlantic 10. 


Big Sky 

Montana (8-4) had to replace 10 starters on 
defense last year, and senior quarterback Brian Ah 
Yat suffered a knee injury in the first quarter of the 
first game, limiting his effectiveness. 

“Most of our starters are back on offense,” 
coach Mick Dennehy says, “but we'll be young on 
the defensive side.” Junior tackle Kelley Bryant 
(6-0, 290) and senior cornerback Justin Gaines 
are All-Big Sky returnees. 

Playoff semifinalist Eastern Washington (12-2) 
lost several of its top players. Weber State (6-5) 
has a new coach in former EWU defensive coor- 
dinator Jerry Graybeal, who inherits a talented, 
senior-dominated team. 


Mid-Eastern 

The MEAC sent two teams to the playoffs in 
Hampton (10-2) and Florida A&M (9-3) while 
South Carolina State (9-3) went to the Heritage 
Bowl. Coach Joe Taylor's Hampton Pirates may 
repeat as league champions. 

“We've got to find a way to get past the first 
round,” Taylor says about the MEAC’s early 
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departure. Hampton will try to return with 
four defensive standouts — senior end 
Charles Preston (6-6, 275), linebackers 
David Turner (6-2, 220, senior) and Deon 
Hunt (6-2, 230, junior) and junior cor- 
nerback Donald Turner. 

“Roy Johnson (junior quarterback) can 
beat you with his arm and his feet,” Taylor 
says. “He throws an accurate football, or he 
can take off on you. We let him have the 
green light.” 

Howard (7-4) has the MEAC’s best 
returning quarterback in senior Ted White. 
Florida A&M must replace AP first-team 
All-American quarterback Oteman Samp- 
son. ; 


Ohio Valley 


Defending champ Eastern Kentucky 
(8-4) must replace quarterback Simon 
Fuentes and several standouts on defense. 
Running backs Corey Crume and Derick 
Logan return along with fleet receiver Ron- 
del Menendez. Sophomore Waylon Chap- 
man and junior college transfer Chad 
Collins are seeking the quarterback job. 
The Colonels’ secondary has departed, but 
sophomore Scooter Asel returns at safety 
after sitting out last season with a knee 
injury. 

Murray State (7-4) missed the playoffs 
in coach Denver Johnson's first year, but 
the Racers have Oklahoma transfer Justin 
Fuente to challenge Dan Loyd at quarter- 
back. Senior defensive standouts include 
ends Marcus Stepp (6-1, 285) and Ken- 
neth Knotts (6-3, 255), linebacker Chris 
Vaughn (6-1, 225) and cornerback 
Chauncey McGee. 


Patriot 


Colgate has gone from 0-11 in 1995 to 
playing for the Patriot title and losing in 
96 to beating previously undefeated Buck- 
nell 48-14 on the last day of the 97 season 
for the crown and the conference's first 
automatic bid to the I-AA playoffs. 

The Red Raiders (7—5) return several 
quality players, including junior quarter- 
back Ryan Vena, the league's Player of the 
Year the last two years. Two-time all-con- 
ference wide receiver Corey Hill, a senior, is 
back along with junior tailback Ed Weiss, 
the Patriot’s rookie of the year who gained 
1,069 yards in the regular season. Four 
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starters on the offensive line return. 

Junior tackle Neil Gomez (6-2, 250) is 
the top returnee on the defensive front, 
coach Dick Biddle says. Iwo senior line- 
backers return in Jason Patterson (6-0, 
215) and Eric Zaleski (6-0, 210). Junior 
cornerback Brandon Tinson and junior 
safety Jesse Boyd head up the secondary. 


Southern 

Defending conference champion Geor- 
gia Southern (10-3) returns nine offensive 
and seven defensive starters for coach Paul 
Johnson's second year. 

Junior Greg Hill is the incumbent quar- 
terback. Senior Corey Joyner is a returning 
All-SoCon slotback. Junior guard Mark 
Williams (6-1, 300) won the league's 
Jacobs Blocking Trophy, and junior tackle 
Rich McGrath (6-2, 290) is an All-SoCon 
lineman. All-SoCon defenders Eric Davis 
(6-3, 245, senior) at end and Voncellies 
Allen (5-11, 282, junior) at tackle anchor 
the front line. Sophomore James Dicker- 
son earned All-America mention at free 
safety last year. 

Quarterback Todd Wells, the confer- 
ence’s Freshman of the Year, will keep East 
Tennessee State (7-4) in the title hunt. He 
was eighth in I-AA passing efficiency and 
led the league in total offense (2,763 
yards). “Todd is versatile, and he makes 
outstanding decisions for a young player,” 
coach Paul Hamilton says. 

Junior tailback Brandon Walker was the 
"97 preseason Player of the Year pick and 
made the all-league team along with senior 
fullback Brian Edwards. Senior tackle Sam 
Haynie (6-3, 300) heads the Buccaneers’ 
offensive front. Junior linebacker Terrieic 
Robbins (6-0, 225) returns as the Bucs’ 
top defender. Junior linebacker Derek 
Fudge (6-1, 245) is expected back after 
being academically ineligible. Junior Key- 
drick Gordon has been moyed to safety. 

Appalachian State (7-4) must replace 
Bake Baker at quarterback, and sophomore 
David Reaves is the top candidate. Sopho- 
more Terrence McCall likely will be the 
new tailback. 


Southland 


McNeese State (13-2) barely missed out 
on the national title, and coach Bobby 
Keasler’s Cowboys hope to return to the 


playoffs with an offense led by junior quar- 
terback Blake Prejean and All-America 
senior tackle Reggie Nelson (6-4, 310). 
Senior linebacker Charles Ayro (6-1, 240) 
returns as the Southland’s top defensive 
player. “I like the speed and strength of our 
defense and the way we play as a unit,” 
Keasler says. 

Northwestern (La.) State, which shared 
the Southland title with McNeese and lost 
in the playoffs’ first round, hopes to con- 
tend again, according to coach Sam Good- 
win. “We return a great running back in 
(senior) Ronnie Powell (Southland New- 
comer of the Year) if we block for him,” 
Goodwin says. “He's a burner and was 
right at 1,000 yards.” The Demons (8-4) 
are solid on defense. Senior linebacker 
LaDann Thomas (5-10, 190) returns 
along with junior Jake Michel (6-2, 245). 
The defensive front is intact and led by 
senior ends Robert Daniel (6-6, 270) and 
Jason Miller (6-2, 235) and senior nose 
tackle Clint Loggins (6-0, 260). Senior 
cornerback Jermaine Jones was first-team 
All-Southland. 

Troy State (5-6), a perennial playoff 
team since moving to I-AA, struggled 
offensively and lost several close games. 
Coach Larry Blakeney figures to have the 
Trojans back in the first division. 


Southwestern 

Southern (10-1) returns junior quarter- 
back Marcus Jacoby, a two-year starter who 
impresses coach Pete Richardson with his 
decision making and direction of the 
Jaguars’ offense. “We're a running team, 
but Marcus also can throw,” Richardson 
says. “The players have confidence in 
him.” 

Senior Steve Wofford returns at tailback 
after gaining 1,274 yards last season. Senior 
tackle Chris Williams (6-6, 338) anchors 
the offensive line. The defensive line returns 
led by end Joe Williams (6-6, 255) and 
tackle Chris White (6-5, 270), both seniors. 
The linebacking corps, though, is young. 

Jackson State (9-3) will be the SWAC’s 
main playoff contender because Southern 
plays Grambling in the traditional Bayou 
Classic on the first Saturday of the playoffs. 


Independents 
Western Kentucky (10-2) hopes to con- 
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tinue the building process that took it to 
the playoffs for the first time since 1988. 
The Hilltoppers return 13 starters includ- 
ing their foundation, senior quarterback 
Willie Taggart. A Prop 48 student, he 
expects to graduate in August and receive 
another year of eligibility under a new 
NCAA tule. 

“Willie is 175 pounds and carries the 
ball 20 to 25 times a game, so he’s very 
durable in running our (I-bone) offense,” 
coach Jack Harbaugh says. “He's one of the 
few quarterbacks to run for 1,000 yards 
(1,257) and pass for 1,000 (1,146 counting 
the playoffs).” 

Western must replace four-year starter 
Latravis Powell at fullback (but sophomore 
Verron Haynes is moving from tailback) 
and wide receiver-return specialist Joey 
Stockton. Senior tackle Andy Hape (6-2, 
276) and junior center Patrick Goodman 
(6-3, 273) stand out on the offensive line. 
The defense is dominated by seniors such 
as tackle Bryan Hayward (6-1, 265), line- 
backer Trae Hackett (5-8, 188), corner- 
backs Delvechio Walls and Bryan Daniel 
and safety Brandon Egan. 

Hofstra (9-3) and Liberty (9-2) also will 
vie for playoff spots among the 
independents. 


Ivy 

Giving up fewer than 12.3 points per 
game (the total Harvard averaged in last 
year’s contests) would normally be difficult 
to attain. But that’s exactly what the Har- 
vard defense hopes to do this year. 

Although it returns just five starters, the 
bad news for the rest of the Ivy League is 
the Crimson may be better this time 
around. A linebacking trio of juniors Mike 
Sands and Isaiah Kacyvenski, a former Ivy 
League Rookie of the Year, and senior Scott 
Larke will anchor the defensive unit and 
provide an example for the new players. 

A talented Crimson secondary will make 
things difficult for opponents wishing to 
travel by air. 

Junior Harvard quarterback Rich Lin- 
den, who already owns several school pass- 
ing records, returns to strong-arm his 
squad downfield, albeit with a pair of new 
receivers. The running game, behind an 
experienced junior tandem of tailback 


Chris Menick and fullback Damon Jones 
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provides an ample backup weapon if the 
passing attack needs time to develop. 

Dartmouth returns a solid core of play- 
ers who have tallied a 254-1 record over 
the past three seasons. 

Everything is in place for the Big Green 
to make a run at an Ivy League title this 
season, with the exception of quarterback. 
Senior Mike Coffey is the leading candi- 
date, but will have to cut down on the 
interceptions. His development will be 
helped along by an offensive line that 
returns eight lettermen. 

Line experience will also be helpful in 
assisting a running game that averaged just 
below 100 yards per game last season. 
Senior tailback Dylan Karczewski, who led 
the team in receiving and scoring, shares 
ball-carrying chores with junior Reginald 
Belhomme and Eric Davis. 

Pennsylvania and Princeton, who 
returns home to play in a new 27,800-seat 
stadium this season, will also present a 
challenge to favored Harvard. 


Metro Atlantic 

The newest of the bunch may just be the 
best. St. John’s (8-3) which joined the 
MAAC last season, will rely heavily on the 
talents of senior quarterback Mark Levine. 
As a junior last season, the gunslinger pow- 
ered the Red Storm with 1,577 passing 
yards and 11 scores. Senior running back 
Yves Delva has a big pair of shoes to fill due 
to the loss of last year’s leading ground 
gainer, Jermaine Creighton (1,114 yards 
and nine TDs). 

The Red Storm defense is led by a pair 
of senior linebackers in Rob Feise and 
Anthony Zito, who recorded 15 sacks last 
season. 

Defense will also be a strong suit for 
Duquesne. The Dukes return four All- 
MAAC performers. Senior linebackers 
Matt Fisher and Jade Burleigh combined to 
stop opposing ball carriers 175 times last 
year. 

Duquesne loads up with five All- MAAC 
players on the offensive side of the ball as 
well. The most notable returnee is senior 
tailback Andre Hatcher, a potential 1,000- 
yard performer this season. Junior fullback 
Rausaan Powell provides the people mov- 
ing skills for his backfield partner but can 
also move the football himself, scoring six 


Villanova 


Chris Bbden 


TDs last season. 

97 MAAC champ Georgetown hopes 
to replace last season's talent with this sea- 
son’s potential. As a freshman two seasons 
ago, junior quarterback J.J Mont went 52- 
for-106 for 773 yards and five TDs over a 


four-game period. 


Pioneer 

Dayton took a hit last season from grad- 
uation, but the Flyers will be expected to 
rule the roost for the 98 campaign. 

Since the league's inaugural season in 
1993, Coach Mike Kelly has turned his 
team into a fixture at the top. 

Posing the most serious threat to the Fly- 
ers is San Diego and the arm of quarter- 
back Mike Stadler. 

And although a middle-of-the-pack 
team, Drake may also have something to 
say about the league’s outcome this year. 

The Pioneer title could be decided on 
Nov. 14th when San Diego and Dayton 
square off in Dayton. 


Northeast 

Robert Morris has won 17 games over 
the last two years, and the defending 
champs remain the favorites going into 
1998 until a challenger proves that the 
Colonials can be beaten. Last year’s runner- 
up, Monmouth, may once again provide 
the most formidable challenge, with Wag- 
ner, Central Connecticut and St. Francis 
striving for respectability. 
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Compiled by Southeastern Recruiting Alliance 
Top 50 Classes of 1998 


1. Michigan 14. Southern Cal 27. Miami 40. Virginia 

2. UCLA 15. Nebraska 28. Mississippi State 41. N.C. State 

3. Georgia 16. Michigan State 29. Oklahoma State 42. California 

4. Notre Dame 17. Virginia Tech 30. Pittsburgh 43. lowa 

5. Florida State 18. Colorado 31. Syracuse 44, Minnesota 

6. Florida 19. Arizona State 32. Wisconsin 45. Northwestern 

7. Alabama 20. Clemson 33. Kentucky 46. Auburn 

8. North Carolina 21. Oklahoma 34. Texas A&M 47. Southern Miss 

9. LSU 22. Stanford 35. Washington 48. Tulane 

10. Tennessee 23. Missouri 36. Kansas State 49. Ole Miss 

11. Texas 24. Arizona 37. Baylor 50. West Virginia 

12. Penn State 25. South Carolina 38. Washington State 

13. Ohio State 26. Purdue 39. Oregon 

+ 
National Top 100 Of 1998 

Player POS. HGT. WHT. HOMETOWN SIGNED BY Player POS. HGT. WHT. HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
1. Matt Holliday QB 65 210 Stillwater, OK Oklahoma State 51. Earnest Graham RB 510 210 Cape Coral, FL Florida 
2. Dennis Johnson DL 6-7 256 Harrodsburg, KY Kentucky 52. Patrick Hughes TE 6-5 237 Nacogdoches, TX Florida State 
3. John Henderson DL 67 280 Nashville, TN Tennessee 53. Terin Smith DL 64 221 Folkston, GA Georgia 
4. Justin Fargas RB 61 185 Sherman Oaks, CA Michigan 54. John Capel WR 5-10 180 Brooksville, FL Florida 
5, Ronald Curry QB 63 195 Hampton, VA North Carolina 55. Lawson Giddings WR 63 185 McAlester, OK Oklahoma St. 
6. Drew Henson QB 64 215 Brighton, MI Michigan 56. Cato June DB 60 195 Washington, DC Michigan 
7. Shamar Finney LB 63 245 Shelby, NC Penn State 57. Sean Phillips DL 65 260 Sugarland, TX UCLA 
8. Kindal Moorehead DL 64 284 Memphis, TN Alabama 58. Carlos Pierre-Antoine LB 62 244 Seattle, WA Notre Dame 
9. Julius Peppers ATH 6-7 240 Bailey, NC North Carolina 59. Brad Smalling OL 68 348 West Monroe, LA LSU 
10. David Givens WR 60 210 Humble, TX Notre Dame 60. Matt Leonard OL 64 295 Aqua Dulce, CA UCLA 
11. Lovell Houston DB 61 175 Denver, CO UCLA 61. Chris Hope DB 6-2 195 Rock Hill, SC Florida State 
12. Jason Thomas QB 64 220 Carson, CA Southern Cal 62. Willie Miles DB 60 170 Fort Worth, TX Tennessee 
13. Montrell Flowers WR 5-10 175 Dallas, TX Texas 63. DeJuan Groce DB 511 185 Cleveland, OH Nebraska 
14, Robert Thomas LB 62 225 Imperial, CA UCLA 64. Mike Clay LB 63 255 Houston, TX Missouri 
15. Mike Pearson OL 6-7 285 Seffner, FL Florida 65. William Witherspoon LB 62 215 Panama City, FL Georgia 
16. Jessie Miller LB 62 225 Tennille, GA Georgia 66. Conner Stephens DL 65 235 Ackerman, MS. Mississippi St. 
17. Marquise Walker WR 63 205 Syracuse, NY Michigan 67. Terrance Howard RB 60 186 Willingboro, NJ | Notre Dame 
18. Gus Felder OL 65 295 Berwick, PA Penn State 68. Javin Hunter WR 61 175 Beverly Hills, MI Notre Dame 
19. David Terrell WR 63 185 Richmond, VA Michigan 69. Rodney Bailey LB 64 220 Folkston, GA Georgia 
20. DeShaun Foster RB 61 205 Tustin, CA UCLA 70. Jashon Sykes LB 63 220 Los Angeles, CA Colorado 
21. Rian Cason OL 65 300 College Park,GA Florida State 71. Julius Yeast DE 65 280 Harrodsburg, KY Ohio State 
22. Tyler Watts QB 63 205 Pelham, AL Alabama 72. David Jacobs DL 64 245 Atlanta, GA Georgia 
23. Jon Stinchcomb OL 66 260 Lilburn, GA Georgia 73. Ken Kocher DL 64 292 San Diego, CA UCLA 
24. Bryant Malloy OL 62 300 Cherryille, NC North Carolina 74. Larry Foote LB 62 215 Detroit, MI Michigan 
25. Antwan Kirk-Hughes OL 64 297 Waxahachie, TX Texas 75. Chris Kelsay LB 65 240 Auburn, NE Nebraska 
26. Tim Wansley DB 510 175 Buford, GA Georgia 76. Howard Clark LB 62 205 Pennsauken, NJ Miami 
27. Mike Saffer OL 65 290 Tueson, AZ UCLA 77. Keith Stephens OL 63 325 Columbus, GA Georgia 
28. Robert Gillespie RB 510 180 = Hattiesburg, MS Florida 78. Jonathan Wells RB 6-2 220 River Ridge, LA Ohio State 
29. Brett Williams OL 66 320 Kissimmee, FL _ Florida State 79. Jonathan Adams RB 60 200 Osceola, AR Arkansas State 
30. Ben Johnson OL 67 310 Brussels, WI Wisconsin 80. Ryan Scarola OL 65 320 Export, PA Notre Dame 
31. Ryan Pickett DL 63 290 Zephyrhils, FL Ohio State 81. Maurice McClain DB 61 170 Elizabeth, NJ Syracuse 
32. Mike Rumph DB 62 190 Delray Beach, FL Miami 82. Eddie Strong LB 63 235 Batesville, MS Ole Miss 
33. Ben Gay RB 61 217 Spring, TX Baylor 83. Trent Smith TE 66 225 Clinton, OK Oklahoma 
34. Kenderick Allen DL 66 300 Bogalusa, LA LSU 84. Vance Smith QB 65 225 Fort Worth, TX Texas A&M 
35. Ed Drummond RB 511 175 Pittsburgh, PA Penn State 85. Justin Smith TE 65 230 Jefferson City, MO Missouri 
36. Mike Vick QB 6-2 190 Newport News, VA Virginia Tech 86. Will Overstreet DL 64 250 Jackson, MS Tennessee 
37. Kenny Peterson DL 64 255 Canton, OH Ohio State 87. Chris Thigpen TE 65 260 Winnsboro, SC South Carolina 
38. Carson Palmer QB 64 205 Laguna Niguel,CA Southern Cal 88. Reggie Myles DB 511 180 Pascagoula, MS Alabama 
39. R.J. Luke TE 63 232 Auroro, IL Penn State 89. Leo Mills RB 62 215 Humble, TX Arizona 
40. Jared Jones QB 65 220 Walla Walla, WA _— Florida State 90. Jermaine Brooks DL 63 265 Rancho Cuca., CA Arkansas 
41. Damien James ATH 60 190 Lafayette, LA LSU 91. Antoineo Harris RB 61 205 Bolingbrook, IL Iinois 
42. Derek Ross DB 61 190 Rock Hill, SC Ohio State 92. Lee Jackson DB 64 190 Longview, TX Texas 
43. Talman Gardner WR 62 195 New Orleans, LA __ Florida State 93. Aaron Kampman LB 64 235 Kesley, IA lowa 
44, Terrence Edwards ATH 62 175 Tennille, GA Georgia 94. Craig Albrecht DL 65 290 St. Louis, MO Northwestern 
45. Arnaz Battle QB 6-1 196 Shreveport, LA Notre Dame 95. Arlen Harris RB 541 190 Dowlington, PA Virginia 
46. Bernard Jackson LB 64 245 Louisville, KY Tennessee 96. Brandon Williams RB 60 205 Arnold Valley, PA Pittsburgh 
47. Eric Rickenbach OL 65 300 Sewell, NJ Penn State 97. Bobby Blizzard TE 66 230 Hampton, VA Kentucky 
48. David Jorgensen OL 65 285 Hartford, CT Florida 98. Jackie Robinson WR 62 185 Orangeburg, SC Clemson 
49, Jake Houseright LB 64 222 Gate City, VA —_—- Virginia Tech 99. Victor Ike RB 60 190 Austin, TX Texas 
50. Freddie Milons ATH 511 177 Starkville, MS Alabama 100. Steve Bellisari ATH 63 210 Boca Raton, FL Ohio State 


The Southeastern Recruiting Alliance — The Nation’s Only Monthly Football Recruiting Magazine 
The information in this report was provided by The Southeastern Recruiting Alliance. The Alliance offers 10 yearly issues, includ- 


ing detailed information on the nation’s best players and their college preferences, plus a 1-900 hotline. For more information, call them 
at their toll free number, 1-888-822-4772, or write to them at: SRA, P.O. Box 1684, Irmo, SC 29063. 
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EAST DIVISION 
1. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs came away with the best class in the South and the 
school’s best in recent memory. Georgia did not miss on very many 
prospects and kept the best players in the state and out of the hands 
of Florida and Tennessee. The Bulldogs took advantage of a great 
year for talent in the state and their outstanding 10-2 season. Geor- 
gia got the quarterback they coveted in Nate Hybl, one of the 
nation’s top running backs in Jasper Sanks and one of the country’s 
top offensive line classes. As unbelievable as it may sound, they 
were even better on defense. The Dawgs’ linebacker class was 
among the nation’s best. Jon Stinchcomb is one of the top offen- 
sive linemen in the country. Boss Bailey is the third in his set of 
brothers to ink with Georgia. He is the largest of the Baileys and 
one of the top linebackers in the South. William Witherspoon was 
the state of Florida’s top linebacker. 


2. FLORIDA 


It may begin to sound redundant, but the Florida Gators have 
once again signed one of the nation’s best recruiting classes. How- 
ever, on paper this class does not challenge for the mythical 
national recruiting championship like several of the past Florida 
classes. Still, don't be fooled. This is an extremely talented group of 
athletes. Florida has so many built-in advantages including its loca- 
tion, facilities, success, exposure, etc., that it has built itself into a 
top five program every year. Recruiting classes like the last several 
in Gainesville gave the Gators a shot at the national title almost 
every year. The Gators were very strong at running back, on the 
offensive line and in the secondary in this class. There is no faster 
player in the country than wideout John Capel. He is the deep 
threat Spurrier was looking for. 


3. TENNESSEE 


Tennessee won the SEC championship this season and has 
played in New Year's Day Bowl games by recruiting a nationally- 
rated class in each of the past several seasons. This year’s class is no 
different. The new group of Vols includes the country’s most 
impressive group of defensive linemen, another nationally 
recruited defensive backfield, quality help at wide receiver and a 
quarterback that has already enrolled in school. This class is very 
solid and is another top 10-type class. This has to be the nation’s 
top defensive line class. John Henderson is the marquee name. The 
NFL could be out there in his future if he wants to get there. Will 
Overstreet saw his stock soar in 1997. He became one of the 
South's most highly recruited athletes. 


4. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks signed another very big class in terms of num- 
bers as South Carolina continues to rebuild its program. South 
Carolina signed 16 defensive players for the second year in a row. 
The linebackers will get a chance to play early and several junior 
college signees are expected to contribute next season. Five offen- 
sive backs were needed for depth and more speed. However, tight 
end is where immediate help was needed the most. 


5. KENTUCKY 


We are impressed with Hal Mumme’s aggressiveness, both on 
the field and in recruiting. He has the Kentucky people excited 
about the future of the program, and it is very easy to see why. For 
the second time in the last three years Kentucky has inked one of 
the nation’s top five prospects. Three years ago it was Tim Couch 
who opted to stay home and help turn the program around. This 
year it is Dennis Johnson who hopes to help the Wildcats take the 
next step. This is another signing that gives the Kentucky staff 
momentum and gives them a better chance with future in-state 
prospects. This sent a message for the future. It was obvious the 
Cats needed help on defense and help is on the way. This class is 
very strong at the top. 


6. VANDERBILT 


Vanderbilt is known as having one of the nation’s toughest 
defenses and is led by head coach Woody Widenhofer, a defensive 
mastermind. Therefore, more offensive explosiveness and big-play 
capability are needed in Nashville. Two-thirds of this signing class 
were listed on the offensive side of the football. The Commodores 
also needed more efficiency in their quarterback play and this class 
should shore up a lot of concerns in that area. We also like the class 
of offensive linemen and the speed in the offensive backfield. 


WEST DIVISION 
1. ALABAMA 


This was a crucial year for Alabama recruiting. The Crimson 
Tide knew they had to come up big in this class and they did just 
that. Alabama inked a very athletic class and certainly met its 
needs. Once again, the Tide did very well in state but also branched 
into Tennessee and Mississippi. They inked the quarterback of the 
future, their number-one running back prospect, three outstand- 
ing athletes and one of the nation’s top defensive linemen. 


2. LSU 


Last year, LSU fans were concerned that the Tiger staff did not 
sign enough linemen. The staff did understand through scouting 
that the junior class in the state was loaded with linemen and were 
patient enough to wait on this bumper crop. In all, 13 linemen 
were inked in this class, including nine from the state. This has to 
be one of the nation’s largest offensive lines. LSU also needed a 
couple of quality tight ends and got them. We think another key 
was the late change of minds of Kenderick Allen (from North Car- 
olina to LSU) and Damien James (from Michigan to LSU). 


3. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Two years ago, Mississippi State’s class was not up to par with 
the rest of the SEC West. My, how things have changed in the past 
two years, Last year MSU signed James Johnson, Kevin Prentiss, 
Wayne Madkin, Kevin Cooper and Ellis Wyms. We thought the 
Bulldogs had a chance to get back on track with stronger classes 
like last year. They did. The MSU staff enjoyed an outstanding 
class in 1998, 
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4. AUBURN 


Auburn had a very interesting recruiting year in which the Tiger 
fans were in a frenzy over a lack of commitments and a suffering 
in-state recruiting effort in early January. However, Auburn closed 
strong and signed a class that might not be up to the high Auburn 
standards but is still one many teams across the country would love 
to have. Auburn met its needs by signing tight ends, wide receivers, 
linebackers and running backs. If Auburn came up short in an area, 
it had to be at quarterback. On paper, this class might not compare 
to Alabama’s, but Auburn has won a lot of football games over the 
years and has often taken a backseat according to recruiting ana- 
lysts. Wideout Ronney Daniels was a surprise signee after a short 
pro baseball career. He was one of the country’s top prospects as a 
wide out and linebacker a few years ago. Auburn re-signed defen- 
sive back Stanford Simmons and inked cornerback Rashaud 
Walker to improve the secondary. 


5. OLE MISS 


Ole Miss enjoyed its first bowl trip in recent years and headed 
into the recruiting season with momentum from a very good sea- 
son that included some headline wins. The Rebel staff was poised 
to even improve on the last two classes brought to Oxford, which 
ranked very high. While Ole Miss did a fine job on the recruiting 
trail this year, we thought this could have been the breakthrough 
class to help the Rebels take the next step. 

The positives in this class include the re-signing of three very 
good prospects from last year’s class, a strong class of linebackers 
and running backs, a very deep group in the secondary and a quar- 
terback stolen from Southern Miss. The Rebels did miss out on 
several marquee players in this class that could have helped them 
obtain a top 20-type group. 


6. ARKANSAS 


Some observers compare new Arkansas head coach Houston 
Nutt and his staff to Kentucky head coach Hal Mumme. Both 
are offensive minded coaches that have made a big step up in the 
coaching ranks. One of the uphill battles facing Arkansas is the 
limited resources for high school talent in the state, combined 
with the fact that they do not play three or four games a year in 
the state of Texas anymore. It has been more difficult for the 
Hogs to find a recruiting base in the SEC and the natural rival- 
ries have not come as easily. Nutt and his new staff will have to 
energize the program by adding excitement. The staff wants to 
give prospects from SEC areas a reason to want to come to 
Arkansas. 


SEC TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Dennis Johnson DL 67 256 Harrodsburg, KY Kentucky 
John Henderson DL 67 280 Nashville, TN Tennessee 
Kindal Moorehead DL 64 284 Memphis, TN Alabama 
Mike Pearson OL 67 285 Seffner, FL Florida 
Jessie Miller LB «6-2 «225 Tennille, GA Georgia 
Tyler Watts QB 63 205 Pelham, AL Alabama 
Jon Stinchcomb OL 66 260 Lilburn, GA Georgia 
Tim Wansley DB 510 175 Buford, GA Georgia 
Robert Gillespie RB 510 180 Hattiesburg, MS Florida 
Kenderick Allen DL 66 300 Bogalusa, LA LSU 
Damien James ATH 60 190 Lafayette, LA LSU 
Terrence Edwards ATH 62 175 Tennille, GA Georgia 
Bernard Jackson LB 64 245 Louisville, KY Tennessee 
David Jorgensen OL 65 285 Hartford, CT Florida 
Freddie Milons ATH 5411 177 Starkville, MS Alabama 
Earnest Graham RB 5-10 210 Cape Coral, FL Florida 
Terin Smith DL 64 221 Folkston, GA Georgia 
John Capel WR 510 180 Brooksville, FL Florida 
Brad Smalling OL 68 348 West Monroe, LA LSU 
Willie Miles DB 60 1750 Fort Worth, TX Tennessee 
William Witherspoon LB 62 215 Panama City, FL Georgia 
Conner Stephens DL 65 235 Ackerman, MS Mississippi State 
Boss Bailey LB 64 220 Folkston, GA Georgia 
David Jacobs DL 64 245 Atlanta, GA Georgia 
Keith Stephens OL 63 325 Columbus, GA Georgia 


ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 


1. Florida State 


Once again the Seminoles inked one of the nation's top recruit- 
ing classes, but this year FSU had to search a little harder for new 
signees. It was not your typical year in the state of Florida, as the 
overall talent level was down. Therefore, Bowden took his recruit- 
ing campaign nationally and signed the most geographically 
diverse class in FSU history. Washington, California, Colorado, 
Texas, Louisiana, Georgia, South Carolina and Florida are repre- 
sented in this class. It's beginning to sound like a broken record, 
but the Seminoles recruit as well as anybody in the country, and 
their on-the-field record is indicative of that fact. 


2. NORTH CAROLINA 


The Heels continued to roll, even after the departure of Mack 
Brown. However, North Carolina was headed for a national top- 
five recruiting class before the turnover in Chapel Hill. Under 
Brown, the Tar Heels got out of the gates so quickly that it was 
impossible to keep up the pace after Brown jumped to Texas. This 
is an outstanding group of offensive linemen, which was a must for 
the Heels. Also, this class of wide receivers are top notch. North 
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Carolina continues to sign an impressive group of defensive line- 
men each year. Once again, the Heels were able to keep most of the 
state's top prospects at home, which was a key because it was a 
wonderful year in North Carolina. Wide receiver Bosley Allen is 
the national name. He is the best athlete to come out of his high 
school since FSU’s Peter Warwick. Bryant Malloy is one of the 
country’s best offensive line prospects. 


3. CLEMSON 


Clemson looks to build on last year’s outstanding class of skill 
players with this class that included more offensive linemen and 
linebacker bodies. Head coach Tommy West said this is the best 
group of offensive linemen he has been around. The Tigers beat 
Ohio State, Notre Dame and other national powers for a couple of 
the offensive linemen. Look for several to make early impacts at 
Clemson. The Tigers also needed more speed in the offensive back- 
field, a tight end and a tough blocking fullback. Clemson has a sta- 
ble of young wideouts and defensive backs, so these were not areas 
of concern. Jackie Robinson was Clemson's only target at receiver. 
He is one of the country’s top wide receiver prospects 
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4. VIRGINIA 


Losing hurts more than winning feels good. For months, Virginia 
faithful had counted on having one of the best quarterbacks in 
recent years in their fold. Unfortunately, Ronald Curry chose 
North Carolina weeks after signing day and six months after he 
committed to the Cavs. They also lost another commitment, 
tight end Bobby Blizzard to Kentucky. However, Virginia has 
built a very good program without top ranked recruiting classes. 


5. N.C. STATE 


The administration at N.C. State made a very good move and 
gave head coach Mike O’Cain a four-year contract extension. Also, 
the Wolfpack were more successful on the field in 1997, which is 
certainly another catalyst for recruiting success. We think the Wolf 
pack met their needs by signing one of the South’s top running 
back classes, a top notch tight end, an interior defensive lineman, 
a pass rushing defensive end and a large group of linebacker bod- 
ies with more speed. O’Cain and Co. are still headed in the right 
direction after a solid class. 


6. GEORGIA TECH 


A couple of years ago, we thought Georgia Tech was one of the 
biggest surprises in the South. Tech wrapped up an impressive class 
when they concentrated on the in-state players and fought Geor- 
gia head-to-head on several prospects. But this class is not as 
impressive as that one was. The Yellow Jackets were dealt the 
biggest blow when the Bulldogs were impressive on the field in 
1997 and Georgia's recruiting went so well in 1998. 


7. MARYLAND 


The glory days in College Park are a fading memory for many 
high school players today. The Terps brought in a new staff last sea- 
son and the coaches hit the local talent very hard. Maryland also 
decided to roll the dice and recruit against Notre Dame, Penn State 
and Michigan for several players. They lost a lot of battles this year 
on the recruiting trails, but you can’t sign great players unless you 
recruit them. Head coach Ron Vanderlinden and his staff have a 
slow building process ahead, but this class has a chance to help out 
very early. 


8. WAKE FOREST 


Wake Forest has been able to improve on the field because the 
Deacons have been able to redshirt players and build more strength 
up front on both sides of the line of scrimmage. This class should 
add athleticism and speed to the corps in Winston-Salem. Head 
coach Jim Caldwell has the local talent taking a look at Wake For- 
est now. The Deacs are a factor in recruiting, considering the aca- 
demic constraints this staff works under. Wake has one built-in 
advantage, though. Each student gets a complimentary laptop 
computer, Caldwell jokes that recruiting would be even better if 
they could also give students automobiles. 


This Duke class has talent at the top. However, depth is not a 
strong point. The Blue Devils have placed more emphasis on 
recruiting and have increased the recruiting budget. 


ACC TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Ronald Curry QB 63 195 Hampton, VA North Carolina 
Julius Peppers ATH 6-7 240 Bailey, NC North Carolina 
Rian Cason DOL 65 300 College Park, GA Florida State 
Bryant Malloy OL 6-2 300 Cherryville, NC North Carolina 
Brett Williams OL 66 320 Kissimmee, FL _ Florida State 
Jared Jones QB 65 220 Walla Walla, WA _‘ Florida State 
Talman Gardner WR 62 195 NewOrleans, LA Florida State 
Patrick Hughes TE 65 237 Nacogdoches, TX Florida State 
Chris Hope DB 62 195 Rock Hill, SC —_- Florida State 
Arlen Harris RB 511 190 Dowlington, PA Virginia 
Jackie Robinson WR 62 185 Orangeburg, SC Clemson 
Brian Norwood DL 65 270 Rockingham, NC North Carolina 
Kerry Watkins WR 60 185 Laplace, LA Georgia Tech 
Pat Cyrgalis RB 62 233 Kearny, NJ Clemson 
Warren Lott LB 6-3 235 Warner Robbins, GA Clemson 
Brady Washburn OL 65 280 Fayetteville, AR Clemson 
Robert Morgan WR 60 180 East Point, GA ‘Florida State 
Bosley Allen WR 62 180 Bradenton, FL North Carolina 
Ryan Sims OL 65 265 Spartanburg, SC North Carolina 
Jermaine Crenshaw QB 63 190 Greenville, AL Georgia Tech 
Braxton Williams LB 63 225 Greensboro, NC Clemson 
George Anderson LB 6-2 225 LaPorte, TX N.C. State 
D Bryant ATH 63 185 Detroit, MI Duke 
Marvious Hester ATH 511 175 Decatur, GA Georgia Tech 
Marc Riley RB 63 205 Coram, NY Maryland 


PAC-10 CONFERENCE 


1. UCLA 


The Bruins closed 1997 with 10 consecutive wins. They opened 
1998 with one of the nation’s top two recruiting classes. This is the 
kind of class that leads to national championships on the field. 
Depth is an important key in recruiting and this class is loaded 
with talent from top to bottom. Difference makers are needed to 
make runs at national titles, and this class has more than its share 
of great players. 

Two very good quarterbacks, an amazing group of offensive 
linemen, four top-notch defensive linemen and a talented group of 
skill players help make this an incredible class. Robert Thomas was 
one of the nation’s top prospects. Many think he was the country’s 
top linebacker last season. Mike Saffer was one of the nation’s top 
offensive line prospects. The defensive line is led by Texas superstar 


Sean Phillips. 
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2. USC 


Paul Hackett held together a very good class under adverse con- 
ditions after he took over for John Robinson. The Trojans have a 
very strong recruiting presence and the top of this class is a good 
indication of this. Two outstanding quarterback prospects stayed 
with USC and the Trojans also recruited a couple of very good 
linebackers. There are few schools that could change coaches and 
still have a top 20-type class despite a limited time for the new staff 
to recruit. The two quarterbacks are sensational. Carson Palmer is 
one of the country’s top passing prospects. He has all of the phys- 
ical tools to be very successful. Jason Thomas is one of the nation’s 
premier athletes. This is the kind of athlete that could make a huge 
difference in this program. Two running backs, Sultan McCul- 
lough and Frank Strong, were both nationally recruited prospects. 
Any of the linebackers could also be considered big-time prospects. 
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3. ARIZONA STATE 


This is a very good class for the Sun Devils as they begin to see 
the dividends for a great year on the field two years ago. This is a 
quality group that is also very deep. ASU inked a class that met 
their needs at quarterback, tight end and running back. The skill 
players in this class are very good. More speed is on its way to 
Tempe with this effort. The JUCO connection was also big for the 
Sun Devils. 


4. STANFORD 


This class is loaded with talented linemen. The Cardinal inked 
five very good offensive line prospects. The offense looks in good 
hands in the future with this group leading the way. Stanford also 
went heavy with the defensive backs, some of which should pro- 
vide immediate help. Tyrone Willingham had specific needs in this 
class and he went out and met them. This is another top-notch 
Stanford class. 


5. ARIZONA 


The Wildcats made a huge haul in 1998. This is a very large class 
in terms of numbers. Arizona also went the JUCO route and 
signed potential starters for next season on the lines of scrimmage 
and at linebacker. The Cats inked one of the country’s top running 
backs and a good group of linemen as well. Most close to the pro- 
gram feel this was a key class in terms of the future of the program. 


6. WASHINGTON 


The Huskies failed to take advantage of a great year for high 
school talent in their state by letting Pierre-Antoine get to Notre 
Dame, Jared Jones head to Florida State, Luke Huard sign with 
North Carolina, Andre Gayles land in Arizona and Derrick Dillon 
go to Washington State. There are few times when a school can 
have a terrible in-state class and still end up with a top 20-type 
unit. However, Washington may have pulled it off Only eight of 
the Huskies’ 24 signees played high school ball in the state last year. 
But Washington headed south and brought back another 
extremely talented group from California once again this year. 


7. WASHINGTON STATE 


The Cougars are coming off of an incredible season that ended 
with a Rose Bowl appearance. Unfortunately, the success of the sea- 
son wont pay immediate dividends. The new letterhead sent to 
recruits this year will have “1998 Pac 10 Champions” as a header. 
On-the-field success in a breakthrough year usually makes for a 
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better class two years later. This class, like the ones of several con- 
ference rivals, includes a strong group of JUCO prospects. The skill 


positions on offense are very good. 


8. OREGON 


This is considered one of the stronger Oregon classes in recent 
years. The staff appears to have its recruiting base covered within 
the state and always recruits California well. Oregon met its needs 
at linebacker and on the defensive front. This is a very well bal- 
anced class. 


9. CALIFORNIA 


This is Tom Holmoe’s first true class at Cal and it is full of skill 
athletes. There are several key prospects in this group, but speed is 
the main ingredient in this class. The wide receiver class is special. 
Depth and quality abounds at the wide receiver position in Berkeley. 


10. OREGON STATE 


Mike Riley continued to make recruiting in-roads with this 
group and many feel this is the best group of newcomers coming 
to Oregon State in recent years. There is a renewed enthusiasm 
around the program and the staff and the in-state talent in this 
class is a good barometer of this excitement. 


PAC 10 TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Lovell Houston DB 61 175 Denver, CO UCLA 
Jason Thomas QB 6-4 220 Carson, CA Southern Cal 
Robert Thomas LB 6-2 225 Imperial, CA UCLA 
DeShaun Foster RB 61 205 Tustin, CA UCLA 
Mike Saffer OL 65 290 Tucson, AZ UCLA 
Carson Palmer QB 6-4 205 Laguna Niguel,CA Southern Cal 
Sean Phillips DL 65 260 Sugarland, TX UCLA 
Ken Kocher i) 64 292 San Diego, CA UCLA 
Leo Mills RB 62 215 Humble, TX Arizona 
Anthony Kelley LB 62 215 Altadena, CA Washington 
Corey Paus QB 62 205 New Lenox, IL UCLA 
Mike Belisle OL 65 322 Coos Bay, OR Oregon 
Michael Ainsworth WR 61 180 Monrovia, CA California 
Mike Kuykendall OL 66 305 Bend, OR Oregon State 
Scott Wiegand OL 67 270 Arcadia, CA UCLA 
Ryan McCann QB 64 200 Agoura, CA UCLA 
Sultan McCullough RB 511 175 Pasadena, CA Southern Cal 
Kyran Jones RB 61 175 Peoria, AZ Arizona State 
Matt Leonard DL 64 290 Agua Dulce, CA Stanford 
Geoff Shelton DE 64 230 San Diego, CA Washington 
Eric Heitmann OL 65 285 Katy, TX Stanford 
Rusty Williams DL 64 232 Vista, CA UCLA 
Joe Hunter DB 5-11 170 Vacaville, CA UCLA 
Andre Gayles WR 61 175 Renton, WA Arizona 


BIG 10 CONFERENCE 


1. MICHIGAN 


National Championships on the field are the best catalyst for 
outstanding recruiting classes. The Wolverines had one of the best 
recruiting classes in the past decade with this incredible group, in 
which All-Americans abound. The Michigan coaches have to be 
excited about the potential offensive explosion when they consider 
the skill players in this class. No one signed better difference mak- 
ers at quarterback, wide receiver and running back. Some feel 
Michigan inked the top linebacker class in the country. The sec- 
ondary is also especially strong. 


2. PENN STATE 


Joe Paterno has been a mainstay in national recruiting in recent 
years and this class fits right in line. His new running backs should 
make the natives of Happy Valley even more ecstatic. Both lines of 
scrimmage are talented and deep. Like many past Penn State 
classes, this one includes a nationally recruited tight end. This class 
got even better on signing day when one of the nation’s top line- 
backers, Shamar Finney, chose the Lions. Finney has to be consid- 
ered the marquee name in this group. He turned down every 
program in America to come to Penn State. 
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3. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes were limited to 14 scholarships, so the expecta- 
tions for a nationally-rated class were fairly low. However, no one 
signed a better class with such limited numbers. This is the kind of 
class Ohio State is used to and the main reason OSU is a New 
Year's Day fixture. If quality is the answer, then the Buckeyes are 
right on the mark. The defensive line is incredible. This has to be 
considered one of the nation’s top defensive fronts. The Buckeyes 
noticed the speed difference between their program and Florida 
State's in the Sugar Bowl, so Ohio State headed South and came 
away with talented skill players. This class is very versatile and 
should help the Buckeyes continue their strong tradition. 


4. MICHIGAN STATE 


With all of the national attention going to in-state rival Michi- 
gan, no one noticed that Michigan State put together a very solid 
class. The Spartans signed a well balanced group and once again 
came away with some special talent. The quarterback they targeted 
was a big key to this class. A couple of very good backs and wide- 
outs could help his development. The Spartans missed out on a 
couple of All-Americans to Michigan and Notre Dame, but that 
has happened very often recently and they still come up with an 
impressive class each season. Quarterback Ryan Van Dyke might 
be the passer the Spartans have been looking for. Linebacker Josh 
Thornhill is a very good-looking prospect. 


5. PURDUE 


When you puta winner on the field, recruits are more impressed 
with your program. It leads to excitement among your potential 
recruits. This explains Purdue's very successful class. This is a 
nationally rated recruiting class based on a great year for the Boil- 
ermakers. Joe Tiller and staff have generated an atmosphere in their 
program that has not been present in recent memory. Purdue inked 
several top running back prospects this year. They also signed one 
of the most exciting wideout prospects in A. T. Simpson. An All- 
American kicker helped to top off a very impressive group. 


6. WISCONSIN 


Barry Alvarez continues to build the Badger program and this 
class goes a step even further in that process. Wisconsin is known 
for being very physical, but speed and athleticism among the skill 
players is a welcome addition that this class brings. It was not 
tough to see the speed difference between the Badgers and Georgia 
in their bowl game, so Alvarez brought in more sprinters. The in- 
state players stayed home once again, which makes this class even 
stronger. 


7. IOWA 


The Hawkeyes had a very good year on the field in 1997 and 
recruits took notice. Iowa traditionally recruits the Midwest and 
New Jersey very hard and this year was no different. Four prospects 
in this class are New Jersey natives (20% of the newcomers). Illi- 
nois also sent seven of its sons to Iowa in this class. Hayden Fry is 
a rock of stability in this program. He is one of the most experi- 
enced coaches in the business, and his experience showed in 
recruiting this class. Overall, this is a good class with key perform- 
ers that met key needs for the Hawkeyes. 
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8. MINNESOTA 


Glen Mason needs more bodies in Minnesota. This class is a big 
one and gives the Gophers help across the board. This group will 
help the depth sorely missed in the Gopher program. It includes 
some skill players that should have an immediate impact and a few 
linemen that should pay big dividends down the road. Minnesota 
needs more classes like this one to help get the program back on 
the national scene. Mason dipped into the JUCO ranks for early 
help at running back, offensive line and corner. 


9. NORTHWESTERN 


The Wildcats have a national presence now following a couple 
of successful seasons under Gary Barnett, and their recruiting 
showcases that fact. Northwestern recruits a large geographical area 
partly because of need. The school’s high academic requirements 
force the Wildcats have to be more selective throughout the 
process. The Wildcats were also limited in scholarships so this class 
is a little down from a quantity standpoint. 


10. ILLINOIS 


How did this once proud program fall to 0-11? Recent Illini 
teams went bowling and contended for Big 10 titles. Who could 
have foreseen a winless season on the horizon? Teams that go 0-11 
can sell recruits on one thing: playing time. This Illini staff hit the 
road hard for new answers and Ron Turner is very pleased with his 
newcomers. More speed and big play potential was needed and this 
group of skill players might have an early shot at key playing time. 


11. INDIANA 


It is difficult for a football program in a basketball state to 
rebuild a program. What makes head coach Cam Cameron's job 
even more difficult is the fact that Notre Dame is always top billing 
in the state and upstart Purdue had a remarkable season in 1997. 
This program needs help at every position. Cameron is an excitable 
figure and he could get the prospects more interested by continu- 
ing to take his aggressive approach. 


BIG TEN TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Justin Fargas RB 61 185 Sherman Oaks, CA Michigan 
Drew Henson QB 64 215 Brighton, MI Michigan 
Shamar Finney LB 63 245 Shelby, NC Penn State 
Marquise Walker WR 6-3 205 Syracuse, NY Michigan 
Gus Felder OL 65 295 Berwick, PA Penn State 
David Terrell WR 63 185 Richmond, VA Michigan 
Ben Johnson OL 67 310 Brussels, WI Wisconsin 
Ryan Pickett DL 63 290 Zephyrhils, FL Ohio State 
Ed Drummond Ra- 1d 175 Pittsburgh, PA Penn State 
Kenny Peterson DL 64 255 Canton, OH Ohio State 
RJ. Luke TE 63 232 Auroro, IL Penn State 
Derek Ross DB 61 190 Rock Hill, SC Ohio State 
Eric Rickenbach OL 65 300 Sewell, NJ Penn State 
Cato June DB 60 195 Washington, DC Michigan 
Julius Yeast DE 65 280 Harrodsburg, KY Ohio State 
Larry Foote LB 62 215 Detroit, MI Michigan 
Jonathan Wells RB 62 220 River Ridge, LA Ohio State 
Antoineo Harris RB 61 205 Bolingbrook, IL Mlinois 
Aaron Kampman LB 64 235 Kesley, IA lowa 
Craig Albrecht DL 65 290 St. Louis, MO Northwestern 
Steve Bellisari ATH 63 210 Boca Raton, FL Ohio State 
Josh Thornhill LB 63 240 East Lansing, Ml Michigan State 
Ryan Van Dyke QB 66 215 Marshall, MI Michigan State 
Walter Cross RB 60 200 Oxen Hill, MD Michigan 
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BIG 12 CONFERENCE 


1. TEXAS 


The Longhorns were in an Alliance bowl two years ago and their 
program took a huge step back in one year. The real question is 
which year gives us a true indication of where the program actually 
is. If rebuilding is needed, Mack Brown is the man for the job. 
Brown is a masterful recruiter who is very smooth in the home of 
any recruit in any part of the country. His first Texas class included 
only Lone Star State natives. Brown can dominate the state if he 
can continue to get the prospects excited about the program. If he 
can reproduce this kind of effort a couple of more times, then the 
Longhorns can get back in the national scene. This class is full of 
headliners. Montrell Flowers is an athlete with blazing speed. Vic- 
tor Ike is a nationally recruited running back that could be the 
replacement for Ricky Williams in 1999, 


2. NEBRASKA 


Three national titles in four years can get the attention of any 
recruit in the country. Unfortunately, the retirement of Tom 
Osborne did the same thing. This is still a nationally recruited 
class, but when the legend stepped down, opposing programs had 
more negative ammunition. The Husker program was built on 
solid, if not spectacular, recruiting classes, If that gets you three 
national championships, then the competition better get used to 
the Big Red atop the polls because this class is very similar to the 
past classes. Chris Kelsay is considered one of the country’s top 
linebacker prospects. 


3. COLORADO 


The Buffs are usually regulars in the national top 10 recruiting 
classes, and thus have had success on the field in the past decade. 
This class is not as strong as former groups, but talent still 
abounds. The bar has been raised in Boulder, and it is a compli- 
ment to the program when classes like this are disappointing to 
the faithful. This is a well-rounded class that includes quality at 
quarterback, linebacker, tight end, offensive line and in the sec- 
ondary. Quarterback Taylor Barton is another great signal caller 
from the northwest and could be the answer for Colorado under 
center in the future. The staff coveted his signature from the start 
after conducting a national search for their new man. Barton has 
the arm and size for the job. Linebacker Jashon Sykes is a terrific 
prospect. 


4. OKLAHOMA 


John Blake knows 4-8 will not get the job done in Norman. 
However, the only way to change that record is to continue to 
recruit well and put together another solid class. This effort may 
have been Blake's best to date. It is a large class in terms of num- 
bers and several key areas were addressed. The running backs are 
very good. The class had a few JUCO players that were well res- 
pected, but Blake knows high school talent is the real answer and 
there are several answers in this class. Linebacker Rocky Calmus 
was one of the top prospects in the state and a key target for the 
Sooner staff. His presence means a lot to this program. Defensive 
lineman Frank Romero is a wonderful player. He turned down 
Notre Dame and decided to stay close to home. 


Larry Smith told the fans to stay patient. They did, and they are 
very grateful. Each year, Missouri's program has improved. Now it 
is at the point where prospects are excited, and television appear- 
ances and bowl games have players interested in Columbia. The 
Tigers’ most successful season in recent years led to a very good 
recruiting campaign. Smith now has a better product to sell and 
some of the region’s top prospects have bought into the idea. The 
Tigers signed a prospect at every position and the numbers lead to 
more depth. With one or two more classes like this one, Missouri 
could solidify itself as a national power. 


6. OKLAHOMA STATE 


The Cowboys enjoyed outstanding seasons before this decade, 
partly because they had incredible skill players. Barry Sanders, 
Thurman Thomas and Hart Lee Dykes are among the players 
Oklahoma State fans still rave about. Last season, Bob Simmons 
helped to rekindle the glory days, and a bowl season has attracted 
several impressive members to Stillwater. No one signed a better 
quarterback-to-wideout combination than OSU. Quarterback 
Matt Holliday is the nation’s top prep player. This class is top 
heavy, as the best prospects in this group could have signed with 
any program in the country. 


7. TEXAS A&M 


The Aggies are another program attempting to get back on the 
national map. This class was limited to 16 scholarships, and small 
classes in terms of numbers usually are not top 20-caliber. But this 
one is an exception because it is a very solid group and has several 
key headliners. R.C. Slocum added two outstanding quarterbacks, 
a versatile group of speedy wideouts and some very good offensive 
linemen. In one of the more interesting position breakdowns in the 
nation, the Aggies listed only one defensive prospect among this 


group. 
8. KANSAS STATE 


Bill Snyder took a terrible situation and has turned KSU into a 
top 10 team in the past couple of seasons. He has also done it with- 
out a lot of national recognition in recruiting. If underestimated 
recruiting gets you in the top 10, then Snyder hopes everyone con- 
tinues to overlook his efforts. This is a small class in terms of num- 
bers, but needs were met. As is the case in most years, Kansas State 
hit the JUCO ranks very hard and came away with an outstanding 
group. Last season, the Wildcats dipped into the JUCOs for an 
outstanding quarterback. This year they are hoping to come away 
with the newcomer of the year at running back in Frank Murphy. 


9. BAYLOR 


Dave Roberts found out quickly that playing catch-up is diffi- 
cult in a good league. He needs more classes like this one to get 
the program back on track. This is a large class in terms of num- 
bers, with 26 signees including nine JUCO players. Immediate 
help is on the way. This class is loaded with linemen (15 mem- 
bers). The key to this class will be the academic progress of multi- 
talented signee Ben Gay. 
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10. KANSAS 


Terry Allen needed more offensive weapons in his arsenal and 
this class went a long way to help. The Jayhawks had an impres- 
sive group of wide receivers that came to Lawrence excited about 
the new offense. The versatility of the receivers should help 
Kansas. Like many programs looking for instant help, Allen 
signed a nice group of JUCO players. 


11. IOWA STATE 


Junior college recruiting has become more important as acade- 
mic requirements increase. However, the main reason JUCO 
recruiting has become so much more prevalent is the pressure on 
coaching staffs to win immediately. Nowhere is this seen more than 
in Ames, Iowa. The Cyclone staff signed 17 JUCO prospects. 


12. TEXAS TECH 


Small classes in terms of quantity don't rank very high. The Red 
Raiders tied one arm behind their backs when the school limited 
the scholarship number to 15 in accordance with an NCAA inves- 
tigation. Depth of this class is a problem. 


BIG 12 TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Matt Holliday QB 65 210 Stillwater, OK Oklahoma State 
Montrell Flowers WR 5-10 175 Dallas, TX Texas 
Antwan Kirk-Hughes OL 64 297 Waxahachie, TX Texas 
Ben Gay RB 61 217 Spring, TX Baylor 
Lawson Giddings WR 63 185 McAlester, OK Oklahoma State 
DeJuan Groce DB 5-41 185 Cleveland, OH Nebraska 
Mike Clay LB 63 255 Houston, TX Missouri 
Jashon Sykes LB 63 220 Los Angeles, CA Colorado 
Chris Kelsay LB 65 240 Auburn, NE Nebraska 
Trent Smith TE 66 225 Clinton, OK Oklahoma 
Vance Smith QB 65 225 Grand Prairie, TX Texas A&M 
Justin Smith TE 65 230 Jefferson City, MO Missouri 
Lee Jackson DB 64 190 Longview, TX Texas 
Victor Ike RB 60 190 Austin, TX Texas 
Frank Murphy RB 6-1 205 Callahan, FL Kansas State 
Rocky Calmus LB 64 215 Jenks, OK Oklahoma 
Chip Ambres QB 61 180 Beaumont, TX Texas A&M 
Demoine Adams LB 63 220 Pine Bluff, AR Nebraska 
Adam Dunn QB 65 238 Porter, TX Texas 
Justin Smith DE 65 240 Sherman, TX Nebraska 
Frank Romero DL 65 240 Moore, OK Oklahoma 
Neal Colzie QB 61 160 Miami, FL Missouri 
Troy West LB 64 205 Bradenton, FL Oklahoma State 
Dale Hall DB 59 170 Miami, FL Kansas State 
Ja’ Mar Toombs RB 61 235 Kilgore, TX Texas A&M 


BIG EAST CONFERENCE 


L. VIRGINIA TECH 


The Hokies are a consistent New Year's Day squad now, and 
their recruiting efforts are beginning to get more recognition. This 
class is similar to past Hokie classes in that it has a great deal of 
depth. However, it differs from historical Tech classes in two ways. 
First, Virginia Tech dominated in-state recruiting for the first time. 
Frank Beamer and company racked up the players in the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia. Two-thirds of this class are Virginia natives. 
Second, the Hokies inked a few players that are considered marquee 
names and are among the best players at their positions. Mike Vick 
is clearly the headliner of this class. The lefthander has all of the 
physical tools at quarterback. Jake Houseright is one of the coun- 
try’s top linebacker prospects. 


2. SYRACUSE 


This is not the typical top-20 class the Orangemen are used to, 
but this group is still very talented. Syracuse went after skill play- 
ers, including a very deep group of defensive backs. We think this 
is among the top secondary groups that any school could ask for. 
The Syracuse coaching staff is also excited about the class of wide 
receivers headed to campus. The Orangemen did miss out on the 
top quarterbacks, which may have hurt the ranking of this good 
class. Two years ago the Orangemen inked two very good defen- 
sive linemen and both of those prospects return home this year, 
after excellent JUCO careers. Ron Moore and Eric Downing are 
similar in size and ability 


3. MIAMI 


This is the first full allotment of scholarships Butch Davis has 
had since his arrival at Miami. We think the Hurricanes improved 
their overall talent level and team speed. They also met their needs 
very well. This class is different when you take a look at the num- 
bers and positions. It is the only class we can remember without 
any quarterbacks, running backs or wide receivers listed on signing 
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day. However, several of the athletes can be moved to the offensive 
skill positions. Chris Campbell is the only RB listed but he was 
also listed as a LB as well. We think this is a very good line class on 
both sides of the ball. The strength of this class is the linebackers. 
This looks like the typical Miami linebacker class of the 1980s. 


4. PITTSBURGH 


The colors have changed. The uniforms are different. The team 
was known as “Pitt”; it is now called “Pittsburgh”. And head coach 
Walt Harris has taken the Panthers and made them into a bowl 
team. Last season, Harris took Pittsburgh to the school’s first bowl 
game this decade. Now prospects are eyeing Pittsburgh. This Pan- 
ther class is like a breath of fresh air. This is a large group in terms 
of numbers that was helped with the addition of a great group of 
JUCO talent. Harris would not trade his group of JUCOs for any 
in the country. Pittsburgh went toe-to-toe with the big boys and 
got the signature of a few big-time prospects. More classes like this 
one are needed, but at least the program is headed back in the right 
direction. 


5. WEST VIRGINIA 


The Mountaineers pulled off another good class and one that 
will be recognized for its strength on the line of scrimmage. Like 
many West Virginia classes, this group includes several key players 
from the state of Florida. 


6. BOSTON COLLEGE 


The Eagles never have been mistaken for a recruiting power- 
house in the Big East, but each year they do sign some impressive 
names at the top of their list. This year’s edition is no different. 
Boston College has a way of luring nationally recruited quarter- 
backs to Chestnut Hill and many have inked with the Eagles. 
More depth is needed for the new staff to be successful in their aim 
for the top of the conference. 
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7. RUTGERS 


Whenever a coach is trying to rebuild a program, he should try - 


to bring in as many newcomers a possible to get a new attitude in 
town. The Scarlet Knight staff has accomplished this mission with 
27 new players added to the roster with the latest class. Eight offen- 
sive linemen are the core of the rebuilding project. Rutgers needs 
more bodies and depth up front, and this class should help. Four 
more signees are headed for the defensive line. Jabari Moore should 
get an early look at playing time this season. Joe Hayes is a moun- 
tain man at over 6-7 and 310 pounds. Tim Baker is a JUCO offen- 
sive lineman that rivals Hayes in size but is more experienced. 


8. TEMPLE 


The Owls are a tough sell on the gridiron. Bobby Wallace's 
recruiting efforts will get better when he has a chance to showcase 
what his new program is all about. This class was put together at 
the last minute after he was hired late in the process. Several prep 
school prospects were brought in to give the Owls more mature 
bodies right away. 
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BIG EAST TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Mike Rumph DB 6-2 190 Delray Beach, FL Miami 
Mike Vick QB 6-2 190 Newport News, VA Virginia Tech 
Jake Houseright LB 64 222 Gate City, VA‘ Virginia Tech 
Howard Clark LB 62 215 Pennsauken, NJ Miami 
Maurice McClain DB 61 170 Elizabeth, NJ Syracuse 
Brandon Williams RB 60 205 Arnold Valley, PA Pittsburgh 
Lavaar Scott LB 62 225 Sebring, FL Miami 
Osa Nosa DL 6-2 300 Homestead, FL West Virginia 
Jerome Ledbetter LB 62 210 Jersey City, NJ Boston College 
Lee Suggs RB 61 195 Roanoke, VA ‘Virginia Tech 
Brian St. Pierre QB 64 185 Danvers, MA Boston College 
Lamar Sturdivant DB 5410 180 Woodbury, NJ Syracuse 
Amir Purifouy LB 62 220 Homestead, PA Pittsburgh 
William Joseph DL 65 265 Miami, FL Miami 
Eric Downing DL 64 290 Patterson, NJ Syracuse 
Keith Burnell RB 60 195 Chesapeake, VA __ Virginia Tech 
David Tyree WR 62 190 Montclair, NJ Syracuse 
Sean Berton TE 65 220 Greensburg, PA West Virginia 
Tavarius Jackson DB 63 195 Delray Beach, FL Virginia Tech 
Andre Brinson RB 59 170 Tallahassee, FL Syracuse 
Brad Cusick TE 63 245 Mariton, NJ West Virginia 
Dan Murphy OL 66 265 Dedham, MA Boston College 
Ron Moore DL 64 290 Patterson, NJ Syracuse 
Todd Sievers K 63 200 Akeny, IA Miami 


CONFERENCE USA 


1. SOUTHERN MISS 


The Golden Eagles continue to get involved with more blue- 
chip athletes each year and Jeff Bower has the program competing 
with bigger SEC schools more often. Southern Miss compiled an 
outstanding class this year, including some true difference makers. 
The Golden Eagles inked a large class with a good mix of JUCO 
and high school talent. Southern Miss always takes advantage of 
the excellent JUCO programs in the state of Mississippi, but the 
staff is beginning to make inroads with high school athletes in 
Louisiana, Georgia and Alabama. This class is loaded with SEC- 
caliber athletes. Running back Derrick Nix had drawn interest 
from Florida and Alabama but decided to join his brother, Tyrone, 
a former player and current assistant coach at Southern Miss. 
Linebacker Jimmy Holloway had offers from a couple of SEC 
schools. He is a big-time prospect. Defensive lineman Roosevelt 
Brown was one of the nation’s top JUCO prospects at his position. 


2. TULANE 


Tommy Bowden and his new staff have made Tulane a recruit- 
ing factor in the South. No longer can a school take Tulane lightly 
on the field or on the recruiting trail. Bowden decided that the 
only way to sign top-notch talent is to recruit top-notch talent. He 
went toe-to-toe with the big boys on several recruits and the Green 
Wave came away with one of the most impressive classes in school 
history. 

The state of Louisiana is a recruiting hotbed and Bowden con- 
vinced several of the state's top players to stay at home. We really 
like his class of offensive line prospects. Offensive linemen Chrys 
Bullock and Torie Taulli turned down offers from SEC-type pro- 
grams to come to New Orleans. The prize of this class should be 
quarterback Derrick Joseph. Tulane beat Syracuse for his signature 
and the offense could take on an entire new dimension under 


Joseph. 


3. EAST CAROLINA 


The Pirates signed a small class this year, but we think there are 
several key performers in this group and this could be the school’s 
best class of top-notch talent. 

The classes in the past may have been deeper, but were not as 
talented at the top. East Carolina had a very successful in-state 
effort. It was the best year in North Carolina in recent years and 
the Pirates took advantage. Linebacker Andre’ Cannon has to be 
considered one of the top 10 players in the state of North Car- 
olina. Running back Christshawn Gilliam put up huge numbers 
in high school. 


4. MEMPHIS 


The Tigers are fighting to get more local players to visit the cam- 
pus. The Memphis area is a hot spot for top athletes, especially skill 
players. Rip Scherer and his staff signed a large class that could 
showcase starters early in their career. There are more skill players 
in this class. There are also more local players being recruited than 
in past years. Derrick Harmon is a very talented athlete that had 
offers from a couple of national powers. He was recruited by some 
schools to play running back or wide receiver while others see him 
as a defensive back. Jeff Cameron is a complete prospect. He is a 
tight end that can run well for his frame and also catches the ball 
well. 


5. HOUSTON 


The Cougars have a great area to recruit local talent from. There 
are few cities in America with the type of high school players the 
greater Houston area possesses. This class was a little more geo- 
graphicaily diverse than some would haye thought. The addition 
of a few talented JUCO prospects makes this class stronger. The 
skill positions took center stage with this class as most of the more 
well-known players play on the perimeter. 
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6. CINCINNATI 


The Bearcats enjoyed a fantastic season and celebrated by sign- 
ing a large class in terms of numbers. When you win on the field, 
more prospects are willing to listen to your sales pitch. The 
Bearcats are trying to become more of a recruiting force in their 
own backyard. Rod Joseph is one of the nation’s top JUCO offen- 
sive linemen. He was recruited by Clemson out of high school and 
impressed JUCO coaches last season with his pass protection and 
quickness. Running back Reuben Dunbar is considered one of the 
top prospects in this class. 


7. LOUISVILLE 


The Cardinals had to almost start from scratch with new head 
coach John L. Smith coming to town. It is not very fair to judge his 
recruiting ability on this class because of time constraints Smith was 
under in his first recruiting season. Louisville was forced to recruit a 
few JUCO prospects to provide immediate help. Linebacker Chip 
Mattingly is a highly regarded hometown athlete. Running back 
LeRoy Collins has the tools to be very dangerous at this level. 


CONFERENCE USA 
TOP 20 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Andre’ Cannon LB 62 220 Thomasville, NC East Carolina 
Derrick Nix RB 61 208 Attalla, AL Southern Miss 
Derrick Joseph QB 60 188 Harvey, LA Tulane 
Jimmy Holloway LB 62 225 Eufaula, AL Southern Miss 
Torie Taulli OL 62 250 Harvey, LA Tulane 
Christshawn Gilliam RB 60 210 Lenior, NC East Carolina 
Chrys Bullock OL 6-4 270 Destrehan, LA Tulane 
Roosevelt Brown DL 63 275 Pensacola, FL Southern Miss 
Rod Joseph OL 65 335 Rock Hill, SC Cincinnati 
Terrell Harris WR 62 185 Marrero, LA Tulane 
Eric Riggins RB 511 190 Brooksville, FL Southern Miss 
Derrick Harmon RB 61 180 Memphis, TN Memphis 
Buck Miciotto TE 64 240 Lafayette, LA Southern Miss 
Derrick Spencer DL 63 250 Clinton, NC East Carolina 
Corey Yates DB 5-10 175 Holly Springs, MS Southern Miss 
Phoenix Evans OL 65 295 Kinston, NC East Carolina 
Rufus Williams OL 66 250 Daytona Beach, FL Houston 
Reuben Dunbar RB 5-11 175 Huber Heights, OH Cincinnati 
Arthur Gissendanner LB 63 200 Bradenton, FL Houston 
Chip Mattingly LB 62 225 Louisville, KY Louisville 


WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 


1. SMU 

Mike Cavan is a noted recruiter. He was very influential in 
bringing Herschel Walker to Georgia back in 1980. While this 
class has no Walker-type players and this program is not looking 
for the national title this season, the Mustangs have taken another 
step forward. If defense wins championships and is the part that 
has been lacking in WAC games, then this class could help the 
Mustangs to their first conference title since the Pony Express days 
of Eric Dickerson and Craig James. Cavan and company are a force 
in recruiting giving SMU a chance to come back from the ashes. 
Fourteen of the 19 signees in this class are from the Lone Star State. 
Linebacker Marcus Mosley is the type of player that can change the 
opponent’ offensive game plan. Mosley was recruited by all of the 
national powers but decided to come to SMU. He is the backbone 
for future stars that want to be a part of this program. Mosley has 
outstanding speed and athletic ability, Another highly touted line- 
backer is Kevin Aldridge. 


2. COLORADO STATE 


Sonny Lubick has been around very good classes in the past. He 
has recruited All-Americans in his days as an assistant. However, 
we doubt if one recruit has ever meant as much to Lubick as prized 
signal-caller Steve Cutlip in this year’s class, Nineteen newcomers 
enter school this fall and many have the versatility to play more 
than one position. Cutlip is an All-American that can help the 
Rams as much as any one player in recent school history. He is the 
prototypical pocket passer. Cutlip has the arm strength and leader- 
ship to compete very early in his college career. 


3. BYU 


The Cougar attack is attractive to many offensive skill players. 
The program needed more athletes to go along with a talented line 
of scrimmage for the high-octane machine to work. LaVell 
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Edwards is very excited about his new quarterback and the talented 
group of receivers he is going to have to work with. Quarterback 
Kevin Gilbride is the son of San Diego Chargers head coach Kevin 
Gilbride, Sr. The younger Gilbride was brought up with an under- 
standing of the game and that is exactly what is required for BYU 
signal callers. 


4. RICE 


This Rice class represents much more beef than previous ones. 
The Owls went after more linemen. The talent in Houston is as 
good as in any one city in America each year, so the Owls always 
look for local players first. Look for Larry Brown to make an early 
impact for Rice, 


5. SAN DIEGO STATE 


The Aztecs have a lot of talent in their backyard. The problem 
has been keeping them at home. This class represents a much bet- 
ter local effort. Only one of the signees in this San Diego State class 
is from outside of the state. This is a well-balanced class with at 
least one signee at every position except for the kicking game. 


6. FRESNO STATE 


The new staff at Fresno State needed more bodies on campus, 
and the need for linemen was a key to this class. The offensive line 
is especially impressive as several potential starters could emerge 
from this group. 


7. UTAH 


The basketball program brought national attention to the 
school, but unfortunately a football program is much tougher to 
build. The JUCO system in California is a key to the success of this 
class. Thirteen skill players dot this roster including several players 
that will be counted on in 1998. 
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8. WYOMING 


The Cowboys inked a large class with 26 newcomers. Each posi- 
tion was also represented with this very well balanced class of ath- 
letes. As many as 13 prospects could end up on the line of 
scrimmage, which Wyoming coaches are very excited about. This 
staff went on a national search for talent and came away with 
signees from a large range geographically. Quarterback Brandon 
Neill is an excellent athlete who put up big numbers as a high 
school senior. Linebacker Scott Fuller could get a starting nod as a 
true freshman if he is as good as advertised. 


9. HAWAII 


Everyone always asks this question: With the natural attraction 
to America’s most beautiful setting, why doesn't Hawaii recruit 
more nationally rated high school prospects? Who wouldn't want 
to spend his college years on the island? Well, kids are starting to 
figure it out and more are taking official visits to Hawaii. The pro- 
gram is beginning to recruit higher profile players, and this class 
represents this fact. Receiver Sean Butts can give the offense a 
weapon this year. Thomas Racius had an excellent JUCO career. 


10. UNLV 


No one signed more players than the Running Rebels. This 
group of 34 athletes is expected to help build more depth in Las 
Vegas. By bringing in more JUCO talent, this staff was looking for 
immediate dividends. This class has more big-time names in it 
than many past UNLY classes. 


11. TULSA 


Tulsa brings in several newcomers, among them, a significant 
number of JUCO prospects. Many members of this class have the 
ability to play several positions. Tulsa was pleased to add more 
speed to the program with the addition of quicker and more ath- 
letic bodies. 


12. TCU 


The Horned Frogs are excited about the new staff and the new 
outlook on their program. Dennis Franchione’s number-one goal 
was to keep more local talent at home. TCU has to be happy with 
its efforts in its backyard. Four offensive linemen will help down 
the road. The secondary should also improve with four new 
signees. 


NOTRE 


The past two years, we don’t think Notre Dame has recruited 
up to its standards. This class looks like it has drastically changed 
that trend. This is the best Fighting Irish class in the last few years. 
This class has good balance and gives the Irish immediate help at 
obvious weak spots. Both tailbacks were among the nation’s most 
highly recruited athletes at the position. The offensive line is big 
and talented. The Irish inked only one defensive lineman, 
Anthony Weaver, but he is a good one. David Givens and Javin 
Hunter give Notre Dame an excellent receiver class. Arnaz Battle 
is an even better athlete than Jarious Jackson, in our opinion. Bat- 
tle is a multi-talented prospect that can beat you with his arm and 
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13. NEW MEXICO 


The Lobos needed help at every position and this class repre- 
sents talent at every position. This class was solid when you con- 
sider head coach Dennis Franchione bolted for TCU after Pat 
Sullivan left the Horned Frogs. 


14. UTEP 


Many of UTEP’s competitors in the WAC signed huge classes 
that were filled with JUCO talent. The Miners were limited to 14 
scholarships in this class, but they are pleased to get a few very good 
prospects. The Texas schools have an advantage recruiting in the 


WAC and UTEP exploited the advantage by signing a good class. 


15. SAN JOSE STATE 


The offense is always wide open in the WAC and Dave Baldwin 
is hoping this class will bring it to a new level. San Jose State signed 
an impressive group of offensive skill players in this class. Many of 
the newcomers could be counted on in 1998. 


AIR FORCE 


Does not release its football signees. 


WAC TOP 25 PROSPECTS 


NAME POS HGT WGT HOMETOWN SIGNED BY 
Marcus Mosley LB 63 200 Dallas, TX SMU 
Steve Cutlip QB 6-2 198 Arvada, CO Colorado State 
Kevin Gilbride QB 62 180 Jacksonville, FL BYU 
Barry King ° LB 62 237 Louisville, KY UTEP 
James Tillman RB 61 190 Los Angeles, CA _ Fresno State 
Marcellus Armstrong RB 58 175 Fresno, CA Fresno State 
Brady Barrick OL 66 295 Amarillo, TX TCU 
Jonathan Pittman WR 60 170 Lakewood, CA BYU 
Joe Haro RB 60 195 Clifton, NJ UNLV 
Brad Hawkins LB 63 220 Jenks, OK Tulsa 
Eric May OL 66 320 Hemet, CA New Mexico 
Keith Meyer OL 63 285 Bay City, TX Rice 
Josh Allen DL 64 240 Escondido, CA San Diego State 
Brandon Neill QB 63 190 Great Falls, MT Wyoming 
Mike Anderson RB 62 220 San Jacinto, CA Utah 
Scott Fuller LB 62 235 Mesa, AZ Wyoming 
Larry Brown OL 62 285 Dallas, TX Rice 
Amon Arnold DL 64 225 Los Angeles, CA San Diego State 
Herman White LB 60 210 Denver, CO Wyoming 
Sean Butts WR 63 185 Culver City, CA Hawaii 
Bill Cofer LB 60 210 Reno, NV UNLV 
Brett Butler OB 61 180 Jenks, OK Tulsa 
Demario Wesley DB 60 170 Fort Worth, TX TCU 
Eric Gibson DB 511 185 San Antonio, TX UTEP 
Steven Pulley WR 60 180 Los Angeles, CA San Jose State 


DAME 


feet. He puts a tremendous amount of pressure on a defense. Ryan 
Scarola is perhaps the marquee name in this group of linemen. He 
is a huge figure that is up to Notre Dame’s outstanding standards 
on the offensive line. Carlos Pierre-Antoine is perhaps the top line- 
backer in this class. Most coaches listed him as a 4.6 speedster at 
240-plus pounds. 


The Southeastern Recruiting Alliance 
The Southeastern Recruiting Alliance football magazine 


covers recruiting efforts by Division I-A schools. For more 
information, call the toll free number at 1-888-822-4772. 
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CLASS OF 1999 REPORT 


BY POSITION (Listed Alphabetically 294 Players) 


Quarterbacks (27) 


Eastlake 
Hernando 
Fayetteville 
Regis Jesuit 
Davis 
Miramonte 
Granger 
Moss Point 
Woodland Hills 
Brownwood 
Rutherford 
Nitro 
Maryville 
Waggener 
Poly 
Highlands 
Newman 
Edison 
Granville 
Christ The King 
DeSoto 
Plantation 
Ramapo 
Buscholz 
McEachern 


Brentwood, TNBrentwood Academy 


Matt Berry Seattle, WA 
Brandon Browning ne oD “i Broosville, FL 
Zak Clark QB 62 170 Fayetteville, AR 
Shawn Coleman QB 64 212 Aurora, CO 
Carl Crawford QB 6-2 190 Houston, TX 
Ken Dorsey QB 64 180 Orinda, CA 
Brandon Everage QB 61 180 Granger, TX 
Kevin Fant QB 62 190 Moss Point, MS 
William Ferguson QB 510 175 Pittsburgh, PA 
Colby Freeman QB 63 205 Brownwood, TX 
Blake Hardin QB 62 180 Springfield, FL 
J.R. House QB 62 205 Nitro, WV 
Benji Kamrath QB 63 185 Maryville, WI 
Greg Kannapel QB 65 210 Louisville, KY 
Chris Lewis QB 62 200 Long Beach, CA 
Jared Lorenzen QB 64 240 Fort Thomas, KY 
Eli Manning QB 64 180 New Orleans, LA 
Ricky Manning QB 510 180 Fresno, CA 
Scott McMullen QB 63 195 Granville, OH 
Willie Poole QB 60 175 New York, NY 
Casey Printers QB 63 185 DeSoto, TX 
Ryan Schenider QB 62 205 Plantation, FL 
Chris Simms QB 65 200 Franklin Lakes, NJ 
Chris Stephens QB 63 205 Gainesville, FL 
AJ. Suggs QB 6-4 205 Powder Springs, GA 
Benjamin Walker QB 64 215 

Fabien Walker QB 61 185 Americus, GA 
Running Backs (85) 

Paul Arnold Seattle, WA 
Ed Baker 2 a a Tallahassee, FL 
Santonio Beard RB 60 185 Nashville, TN 
Ryan Brewer RB 510 190 Troy, OH 
Art Brown RB 510 190 Winston-Salem, NC 
Ivory Brown RB 60 220 Bastrop, LA 
Deon Burnett RB 60 195 Claremont, CA 
Atari Callen RB 510 180 Concord, CA 
Noah Campbell RB 511 210 St. Louis, HI 
Tyree Clowe RB 511 170 = Central Valley, WA 
Cedric Cobbs RB 61 215 Little Rock, AR 
Daniel Davis RB 5-10 205 Stafford, VA 
Jason Davis RB 57 165 Miami, FL 
Josh Davis RB 60 190 Loveland, CO 
Travis Felder RB 57 175 Jacksonville, FL 
Troy Fleming RB 61 210 Franklin, TN 
Brian Flores RB 511 190 Brooklyn, NY 
Frank Garcia RB 61 215 Miami, FL 
Jason Geathers RB 62 215 Boca Raton, FL 
DeJuan Green RB 61 195 Jacksonville, FL 
Richard Hall RB 511 190 Cincinnati, OH 
LaPadre Hampton RB 59 180 Madison Co., FL 
Maurice Harris RB 5-10 180 Aldine, TX 
Harvey Howard RB 61 205 Carol City, FL 
Todd Howard RB 511 200 Murfreesboro, TN 
Raymond Hudson RB 5-10 185 Holmes, FL 
Jeremy Johnson RB 60 270 Louisville, KY 
Terry Liggin RB 58 160 Louisville, KY 
Kelton Lindsey RB 61 180 Lebanon, OH 
Nick Maddox RB 5411 195 Kannapolis, NC 
Nate Meikle RB 61 200 Hillcrest, ID 
Donta Murray RB 5-11 235 Boca Raton, FL 
Terrell Nelson RB 59 170 Detroit, MI 
Michael Owens RB 60 205 Tuscumbia, AL 
Arnold Parker RB 62 205 Las Vegas, NV 
Bernard Rambert RB 60 190 Summerville, SC 
Lamar Rembert RB 59 185 Belleview, FL 
Taurean Rollins RB 5-11 185 Raytown, MO 
Justin Ruggio RB 60 180 Providence, IL 
Fred Russell RB 58° 175 Romolus, MI 
O'Neal Sandiford RB 61 205 Planation, FL 
Terry Sheffield RB 60 170 Morgantown, NC 
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Americus 


Pearl Cohn 
Troy 

Mount Tabor 
Bastrop 
Claremont 
De La Salle 
St. Louis 
Central Valley 
Fair 

Brooke Point 
Southridge 
Loveland 
White 

BGA 
Country Day 
Pace 
Spanish River 
Raines 
Wyoming 
Madison Co, 
Nimitz 

Carol City 
Riverdale 
Holmes Co. 
Ballard 
Seneca 
Lebanon 
A.L. Brown 
Hillcrest 
Spanish River 
Chadsey 
Deshler 
Cimarron 
Summerville 
Belleview 
South 
Catholic 
Romolus 
Plantation 
Freedom 


Onterrio Smith 
Fred Talley 

Lee Thompson 
Bruce Thornton 
Pisa Tinoisamoa 
Greg Toal 
Labrandon Toefield 
Marquis Walden 
Dontae Walker 
Derek Watson 
Joe Webber 
Shaud Williams 
Scott Young 
Chris Yura 


RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
RB 


5-11 
59 
5-7 

5-11 
61 

5-11 
6-1 
58 

5-10 
61 
6-2 
58 
5-9 
60 


180 
165 
190 
170 
195 
190 
205 
185 
200 
200 
210 
175 
175 
195 


Wide Receivers (32) 


Dee Andrews 
Marcel Almond 
Roy Baker 
Kevin Beard 
Dwight Boldin 
Tyrece Butler 
Aimondo Curry 
Reshod Durrant 
Artie Ellis 

Keon Frazier 
Don Gaffney, Jr 
Victor Glenn 
Damien Gray 
DeAndre Green 
Maurice Harris 
Jack Holly 
Keenan Howrey 
Markee Jackson 
Anthony Johnson 
Kareem Kelly 
Troy Mitchell 
Jerry Owens 
Kunle Patrick 
Derrick Potter 
Ricky Ricks 

Lito Sheppard 
Michael Waddell 
Antonio Wilkerson 
Derrick Woods 
Yaacou Yisrael 
J.P. Zeto 

Kevin Zurteki 


3 
63 
61 
6-2 
65 
59 
6-0 
63 
61 


5-10 
6-1 
62 
64 


Tight Ends (18) 


Anthony Aguilar 
Nathan Ball 
Eric Edwards 
Michael Gaines 
Casey Gilbert 
Gary Godsey 
Andy Jarius 
Robert Johnson 
Lewis Moore 
Hosa Palacio 
Brent Pierce 
Jason Radar 
Bo Scaife 

Mike Siedman 
Josh Shavies 
Derek Smith 
Benji Watson 
Zac Yarborough 


Offensive Line (47) 


Josh Beckman 
Leo Bell 


Ls 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 
TE 


OL 


6s 
65 
63 
65 
66 
65 
65 
62 
62 
64 
65 
64 
65 
66 
66 
64 
64 


63 


ea 
185 
190 
195 
205 
160 
180 
190 
190 
200 
180 
180 
185 
195 
195 
160 
175 
190 
180 
165 
180 
205 
180 
185 
180 
170 
170 
175 
185 
175 
210 


270 
245 
240 
245 
260 
245 
225 
255 
240 
285 
215 
220 
220 
235 
240 
235 
225 
215 


260 


Sacramento, CA Grant 
Longview, TX Longview 
Liberty, MO Liberty 
LaGrange, GA LaGrange 
Vista, CA Vista 
Franklin Lakes, NJ Ramapo 
Independence, LA Independence 
Daytona Beach, FL Mainland 
Clinton, MS Clinton 
Palmetto, SC Palmetto 
San Bernadino, CA Pacific 
Andrews, TX Andrews 
Winnsboro, SC Fairfield-Central 
Morgantown, WV = Morgantown 
Tifton, GA Tift Co. 

St. Paul, CA St. Paul 
Miami, FL Northwestern 
Plantation, FL Plantation 
Belle Glade, FL Belle Glade 
Decatur, IN Central 
Hampton, VA Hampton 
Gainesville, FL Eastside 
Spring, TX Westfield 

East Chicago, IN Central 
Jacksonville, FL Raines 
Daytona Beach, FL Seabreeze 
Athens, GA Clarke Central 
Pritchard, AL Blount 
Jacksonville, FL Raines 
Kansas City, KA Schlagle 
Los Alamitos, CA —_Los Alamitos 
Perry, FL Taylor Co. 

Miami, FL Senior 

Long Beach, CA Poly 
Big Spring, TX Big Spring 
Newhall, CA Hart 
Brooklyn, NY | Country Day 
Ocala, FL Vanguard 
Lancaster, SC Lancaster 
Jacksonville, FL Raines 
Rockingham, NC Richmond Co. 
Ocala, FL Vanguard 
Memphis, TN Melrose 
Palatine, IL Palatine 
Miami, FL Ransom 
Dearborn, MI Ford 
Superior, AZ Superior 
Rogers, AR Rogers 
Monroe, LA Quachita Christian 
Tallahassee, FL Tallashassee 
Pascagoula, MS Pascagoula 
Tampa, FL Jesuit 
Renton, WA Liberty 
Montgomery, AL Jefferson Davis 
Cape May, NJ Middle Township 
Thomasville, GA Thomasville 
Vancouver, WA Columbia River 
St. Albans, WV St. Albans 
Denver, CO Mullen 
Westlake, CA Westlake 
Oakland, CA Fremont 
Fort Thomas, KY Highlands 
Rock Hill, SC Northwestern 
Winter Park, FL Winter Park 
Yucca Valley, CA Yucca Valley 
Cincinnati, OH Moeller 
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Bryce Bishop OL 64 290 Miami, FL Killian 
Kevin Breedlove OL 65 295 Central, SC Daniel 
Chris Buda OL 64 315 Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Vernon Cary OL 66 310 Miami, FL Northwestern 
Adrien Clarke OL 65 305 Cleveland, OH Shaker Heights 
Robbie Doane OL 67 280 Coppell, TX Coppell 
Dante Ellington OL 66 300 Leighton, AL Colbert Co. 
Alonzo Ephrim OL 63 285 Birmingham, AL Wenonah 
Jeff Faine OL 63 300 Seminole, FL Sanford 
John Glass OL 65 300 Allentown, PA Dier Ruf 
Tyler Gray OL 67 260 East Webster,MS East Webster 
Jon Hawk OL 66 265 Denver, CO Mullen 
William Henry OL 66 300 Greenville, SC Greenville 
Jamerio Hickman OL 66 280 Alameda, CA Encinal 
Aaron Hodges OL 65 275 Rich, IL Rich Central 
Alex Jackson OL 64 310 Quincey, FL Shanks 
Alonzo Jackson OL 64 240 Americus, GA Americus 
Nick Johnson OL 68 280 Cottonwood, AZ Mingus 
Eric Kraus OL 65 250 Bluefield, WV Bluefield 
Shane Lehmann OL 65 260 Corona, CA Corona 
Brandon Macias OL 66 315Hacienda Heights, CA Los Altos 
Matt Martinez OL 63 275 Wenache, WA Wenachee 
Trey Mathis OL 63 305 Garland, TX Garland 
Don Mattix OL 63 280 Lake Wales, FL Lake Wales 
DeMarco Monroe OL 65 300 Evansville, IN Central 
Sean Owens OL 63 270 Panama City, FL Bay 
Kyle Pederson OL 64 270 Clemons, NC Forsythe 
Mark Pera OL 66 295 Memphis, TN MUS 
Alfio Randle OL 66 285 Houston, TX Yates 
Nate Reeves OL 63 255 Irmo, SC Dutch Fork 
Renard Riley OL 66 330 LosAlamitos,CA Los Alamitos 
Kawika Sagapolu OL 64 280 Las Vegas, NV Cimarron 
Brian Sanders OL 64 295 Mira Loma, CA = Jurupa Valley 
Brian Schlop OL 66 255 Wexford, PA North Allegheny 
Lincoln Smith OL 68 295 Hollandale, MS Simmons 
Tony Tape OL 67 290 Hinsdale, IL South 
Craig Terrill OL 64 255 Lebanon, IN Lebanon 
Brock Tettleton OL 65 285 St. Louis, MO St. Louis 
Donald Tucker OL 65 295 Tupelo, MS Tupelo 
Lenny Vandermade OL 63 260 Santa Ana, CA Mater Dei 
Tim Watts OL 64 280 Asbury Park, NJ Asbury Park 
Tony Womack OL 66 320 Arlington, VA Yorktown 
Jeffrey Womble OL 65 280 Dunwoody, GA Dunwoody 
Defensive Line 233) 

Lamont Anderson Irving, TX Nimitz 
Tim Anderson Be are Clyde, OH Clyde 
Robert Branch OL es 300 Tuscaloosa, AL Central 
Michael Braxton DL 61 275 Folkston, GA _— Chariton Co. 
Chris Brooks DL 63 280 Orlando, FL Dr. Phillips 
Corey Brown DL 62 225 Jacksonvile, FL Raines 
Paul Broussard DL 64 280 LaPorte, TX LaPorte 
Antwaun Chance DL 65 240 St. Petersburg, FL Hollins 
Jason Davis DOL 65 295 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Dillard 
Darrell Dockett DL 63 250 Burtonsville, MD Point Branch 
Rob Droege OL 67 275 St. Louis, MO Lindberg 
Louis Gachelin OL 62 255 Miami, FL Jackson 
John Garrison OL 66 240 Blue Springs, MO Blue Springs 
Casey Gilbert OL 65 260 Pascagoula, MS Pascagoula 
Albert Haynesworth OL 64 250 Hartsville, SC Hartsville 
Ryan Haywood DL 64 280 Denver, CO Jefferson 
Chris Hewitt DL 66 240 Rome, GA Rome 
Jarrett Johnson DOL 65 265 Chiefland, FL Chiefland 
Justin Johnson DL 65 270 Ripley, WV Ripley 
Damon Jones DL 64 295 Philadelphia, PA Central 
Kenny King OL 63 275 Daphne, AL Daphne 
Trahern LaFavor OL 64 235 Ft. Lauderdale, FLCardinal Gibbons 
Larry McCall DL 66 220 St. Petersburg, FL Gibbs 
Gary McNealy DL 64 255 Perry, FL Taylor Co. 
Demarco McNeil i) 62 285 Pritchard, AL Blount 
Greg Mills OL 64 285 Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Clint Mitchell OL 66 245 Clearwater, FL Countryside 
David Payne DL 66 255 Memphis, TN Melrose 
Matt Penny OL 64 270 Gilbert, AZ Gilbert 
Jim Peters DL 64 245 Russellville, AR Russellville 
Cole Pittman OL 65 260 Shreveport, LA Evangel 
Brian Poole DL 63 235 Orlando, FL Evans 
Rex Richards OL 63 195 Roswell, NM Roswell 
Charles Robinson OL 65 220 Fairburn, GA Creekside 
Demtrius Solomon DL 67 270 Flint, MI Northern 
Scott Wells Di» MES "275 Brentwood, TN Brentwood Acad. 
Jeremy Williams DL 65 250 Spokane, WA Ferris 
Roy Williams DL 63 275 Deland, FL Deland 
George Woods DL 62 270 LaMirada, CA LaMirada 
Malcolm Woolridge DL 63 290 Boca Raton, FL Olympic Heights 
Courtney Young DL 65 285 Bartow, FL Bartow 
Walter Young OL 64 285 Purvis, MS Purvis 


the recruiting report 


Linebackers (41) 


Soloman Bates 63° 225 Moreno Valley, CA Canyon Springs 
Colin Blackburn 63 215 Tucson, Sabino 
Jonathan Bradley 1 62 225 Benton, AR Benton 
Chris Buie LB 62 215 Brandon, FL Brandon 
Chris Burden LB 6-2 220 Orlando, FL Dr. Phillips 
Darrell Campbell LB 64 220 Thornwood, IL Thornwood 
Vince Cartaya LB 62 215 Miami, FL Jesuit 
Corey Collier LB 62 225 Miami, FL Palmetto 
T.J. Duckett LB 63 245 Kalamazoo, MI Norrix 
Roger Echols LB 63 230 Kissimmee, FL Osceola 
Tyrone Evans LB 61 230 Stockton, CA Lincoln 
Reggie Everret LB 63 210 Miami, FL Southridge 
Matt Farrior LB 62 220 Ettrick, VA Matoaca 
Treverance Faulk LB 64 220 Lafayette, LA Carencro 
Rodney Feaster LB 61 220 Chester, SC Chester 
Antwan Fleming LB 63 230 Plant City, FL Plant City 
Jason Frederick LB 62 220 Houston, TX Cypress Falls 
Jannit Green LB 64 225 Hampton, VA Hampton 
Obadiah Harris LB 64 235 Chillicothe, OH Chillicothe 
Joe Henley LB 63 225 Gainesville, FL Gainesville 
Elmer Holmes LB 60 220 Manassas, VA Osbourn 
John Hopkins. LB 63 225 Tampa, FL King 
Frantz Ilfrad LB 63 215 Miami Beach,FL Miami Beach 
Tashambi Irving LB 64 210 Dallas, TX Lincoin 
Kamau Jackson LB 61 215 Atlanta, GA Douglass 
Robert Johnson LB 6-2 220 Sparr, FL N. Marion 
Aaron Jones LB 61 215 Tampa, FL Catholic 
Kevin Mitchell LB 61 215 Santa Ana, CA Mater Dei 
Lamarcus McDonald LB 61 198 Waco, TX Waco 
Mike Nattiel LB 62 210 Newberry, FL Newberry 
Pat O'Neal LB 64 220 Stow,OH Walsh Jesuit 
Dave Peterson LB 6-2 230 Bristol, FL Liberty Co. 
Kendyll Pope LB 62 210 Lake City, FL Columbia 
Shawn Price LB 63 220 Haddon Heights, NJ Haddon Heights 
Corey Redding LB 63 220 Houston, TX North Shore 
Marcus Reese LB 62 205 San Jose, CA Oak Grove 
Rich Scanlon LB 62 210 Oradell, NJ Bergen Catholic 
Joseph Siosele LB 62 230 St. Louis, HI St. Louis 
J.D. Stanley LB 63 220 Berwick, PA Berwick 
Justin Thomas LB 63 210 Oklahoma City,OK Star Spencer 
Jerrell Weaver LB 63 210 Miami, FL Northwestern 
Damien West LB 61 210 Sugar Land, TX Dulles 
Defensive Backs (33) 

Jeremy Armstead 205 Tulsa, OK Central 
Anquan Boldin OB ea 195 Pahokee, FL Pahokee 
Stephen Copeland DB 60 170 McNary, OR McNary 
Tamaka Counselor DB 510 180 Clarksdale, MS Clarksdale 
Curtis Crosby DB 5411 175 Columbus, OH Eastmoor 
Chris Daniels DB 63 190 Thomasville, GA Thomas Co. 
Domanick Davis DB 510 190 Beaux, LA Beaux Bridge 
Daryl Dixon DB 5-11 185New Smyrna Bch., FLN. Smyrna Bch. 
Mike Doss DB 60 195 Canton, OH McKinley 
Nick Dugas DB 61 180 Crowley, LA Crowley 
Marcus Ellerbe DB 510 175 Rockingham, NC Richmond Co. 
Vince Faison DB 60 185 Lyons,GA = Toombs Co. 
Demetrius Hoofkin DB 511 170 Kentwood, LA Kentwood 
Kareem Jefferson DB 59 160 Bayonne, NJ Marist 
Darryl Kennedy DB 62 200 Plainsfield, NJ Plainsfield 
Richard McNutt DB 511 185 Park Forest, IL Rich East 
Tony Milton DB 59 180 Tallahassee, FLN. Florida Christian 
Adam Niles OB 62 180 New Castle, PA Laurel 
Bruce Penny DB 510 180 Philadelphia, PA Dougherty 
Clinton Portis DB 62 190 Gainesville, FL Gainesville 
Lawrence Ray DB 58 160 Clovis, CA Clovis 
Darrell Rideaux DB 58 280 Long Beach, CALong Beach Poly 
Gerome Sapp DB 61 200 Houston, TX Lamar 
Bryan Scott DB 62 205 Buckingham, PA CBE 
Tavares Spilman OB 61 175 Hollywood Hills, FL Hollywood Hills 
Justin Thomas DB 61 185 Sunrise, FL Piper 
Andre Thurman OB 60 175 Avondale, AZ Westview 
Tim Yann DB 511 180 Sparr, FL N. Marion 
Marcus Waters DB 64 215 Sarasota, FL Booker 
Quincey Wilson DB 511 195 Weirton, WV Weir 
Dennis Wyrick DB 60 200 LaPuente,CA Bishop Amat 
Athletes (2) 

Rod Rutherford ATH 63 190 Pittsburgh, PA Perry 
Rex Grossman ATH 62 180 Bloomington, IN South 
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| | : 7 
by Joe Cahn 


The Commissioner of Tailgating 


“We’re No. 1. We’re No. 1!” It starts with one person and then everyone joins in. We’re No.1. 
We’re No.1. Louder and louder until it becomes a deafening roar. Everybody holding up their 

index fingers, now yelling and screaming, “We’re No.1. 

We’re No.1.” Throughout the country on every Saturday, 

fans get together to witness the battle to prove who is 
really is No. 1. It starts in the summer with preseason magazines, it is debated during the 
season and of course the battle still rages after the season ends. Who is really number one? 
It is time to have a playoff system in place. To crown the true champion, the one and only 
No. 1 for the college season. Let the argument be settled not by the writers and coaches, 
but right out there in the parking lots. Parking lots? Yes, that’s right, not on the field but in 
the parking lot. I’m talking about the real competition that takes place every autumn, I’m 
talking about tailgating. The Party before the game. 
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Randy Belice 


From Backyards 
To Ballparks, 
Nothing Fires Up 

A Party Like Fiesta. 


From a backyard get-together to a tailgate outing, 
nothing fires up a party like a Fiesta gas grill. Fiesta 
offers a full line of innovative, quality-built grills and 
accessories with features you'd expect to find only 
on higher-priced models. 

Not only are they good looking, Fiesta gas grills 

feature some of the most 
advanced design 
features in the 
industry. Like our 
unique burner 
systems which 
provide controlled, 
evenly dispersed heat 


that’s unbeatable. 
Or Fiesta’ fast-start 
ignition systems 
which deliver quick, 
dependable starts even in // 

damp or windy conditions. Or our 

exclusive Gas Guardian™ System which ensures 
proper LP gas cylinder hookup for unsurpassed 
safety and performance. 

Most importantly, Fiesta grills make the foods 
you cook taste better, turning ordinary meals into 
backyard masterpieces. The next time you're having 
friends over, add some sizzle to the party with 
Fiesta. For more information, call 1-800-396-3838. 


uae 


ESTA 


GAS GRILLS 
THE BEST GRILLS UNDER THE SUN! 


TL 


n the pursuit of truth and happiness 

(finding out who has the best tailgat- 

ing), I traveled 30,000 miles, visited 
over 35 stadiums (both college and pro, but 
this story is only about college tailgating) 
coast to coast, Division I-A to the smallest 
schools, and gained 30 pounds in the 
process. 

During the 1996 football season I tray- 
eled to every stadium in the NFL (29 sta- 
diums in 17 weeks) and was told repeatedly 
“if you want to really tailgate, | mean really 
tailgate, you have to go to college games.” 

But not just any college game, no, no, no. 
I was told very specifically which colleges to 
visit. It began as whisper, we're No. 1 and 
kept getting louder as everybody had to put 
their two bratwurst in. Okay, so in 97, I 
decided to go to college games for the sake 
of research and development. The research 
is what I share with you, the development, 
well, | must bear that weight myself. 

What is tailgating and is there a fantasy 
tailgating league? Webster defines tailgating 
as “following a vehicle to too close.” But we 
know Webster never went to a football game 
and never tailgated. However, the greatest 
source of knowledge in this field, or this 
parking lot, is The Tailgaters Handbook by 
Joe Drozda. This definitive book of tailgating 


% cup sour cream 
% cup ranch dressing 


Whether in Tallahassee, Delaware, in the 


. 


Fe te 


Midwest or on the coast; a 


grill in a parking lot is the first step toward No. 1. 


(I refer to it as the Tailgater’s Bible), defines 
tailgating as “Picnicking from a vehicle in 
the stadium parking lot.” How do I define 
it? 

Tailgating is the PARTY in the parking lot 
outside the stadium before the game and 
after the game — and sometimes during the 
game. It isa time to be with our friends, and 
make new friends. It’s a street party, com- 
munity picnic, and a family reunion all rolled 
into one happy event, and you don't have 


2 fresh whole jalapeno peppers, skin removed 


1 tablespoon fresh chopped cilantro 


1% teaspoon ground cumin 


Blend all ingredients 1 to 2 minutes or until jalapeno is finely minced. 


1 cup mild barbeque sauce 
1 cup sour cream 
2 tablespoons chopped chives 


Combine all ingredients; blend thoroughly 


Great with Tyson frozen breaded boneless chicken 
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to bring presents. Well maybe you do, we 
just don’t use the term “present,” we use the 
word food. 

Those of us, who love football, can travel 
to different stadiums every week without 
leaving the house (without leaving the couch, 
actually), just by turning on the television. 
With the remote control we can travel back 
and forth to more than just one stadium and 
have the radio blaring another game (a guy 
thing) at the same time. 

I went to all those tailgate parties, outside 
all those stadiums and didn’t leave my house 
either. How can that be? I brought my house 
with me. The Joemobile, a 36-foot 
motorhome that is my home year round. 

I was always for the home team since 
everywhere I went, every parking lot of every 
stadium I was at home (at least for a few 
hours). With my navigator and friend, Pra- 
line, an 8-year-old cat, I set out in search of 
the voices behind the chants, We're No. 1, 
We're No. 1. 


THE BRAINS 


I'll stare with Yale. That's where it all began 
in 1904. At least that’s what they'll tell you. 
Is it true? Only you can be the judge and 
jury. Other schools claim the honor, but the 
Yale story has been verified by — Yale. 

So on an autumn day, in a rainstorm, there 
were those who proudly carried on the tra- 
dition. In the downpour, the Classes of °39, 
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Se 
= 


« Chicken Wings 


Chick ’n Chunks” 


Bonded Chye pi 
ah Shaped Chicken Patter 


Pass the Tyson* Chicken. Great- tasting Chunks, Tenders, Patties and Fillets. 
Bold, flavorful Wings and Drums. Made with America’s #1 selling chicken. It’s the quick 
and easy game time, party time, anytime snack they'll cheer for. Tyson. We’re Chicken. 


www.tyson.com 


56, and ’81 took turns cooking and hold- 
ing the umbrella. And of course this being 
Yale, they used ratios and a laptop to for- 
mulate the exact amount of coals it takes to 
build a perfect fire for both chicken and 
hamburgers (and | thought pie was some- 
thing you ate for dessert). 

To witness this passion (at other institu- 
tions of higher learning they would be 
referred to as fanatics, but at Yale they are 
passionate tailgaters) at the Mecca of tail- 
gating, was quite a memorable experience. 
The food was, of course, cooked to perfec- 
tion and the conversation stimulating. As | 
drove away, they waved their rain soaked 
hands and yelled over the howling wind, 
“We're No. 1 to the 5th power.” Yale tail- 
gating: the tradition lives on. 


THE HOLY 


Notre Dame is one of those football teams 
you either love or hate. The fight song, the 
Four Horsemen and “Win one 
for the Gipper”. If ya love em 
you just can’t get enough, if ya 
hate ‘em “hey where's the 
remote?” But just for a 
moment forget about the 
football team, and let's talk tail- 
gating. And I dont care love or 
hate, ya just can't get enough 
of tailgating no matter the loca- 
tion of the party. The great part 
of college tailgating is the cam- 
pus, the school itself and the abundance of 
grass on which one can spread a blanket to 


Lbs 1.7 


Wear your colors, celebrate with 


Festive Tater Tot Feast 


1 Ib. ground beef 
salt and pepper = 


¥% cup frozen Ore-lda Chopped Onions 


1 can (10% oz.) condensed cream of celery soup, undiluted 


4 cups Ore-lda Tater Tots 


Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Grease a shallow 2-quart baking dish. Ina 


40-inch skillet over medium-high heat, cook onions and ground beef until — 
meat loses its red color. Spoon off any excess fat. Season with salt and 


pepper. Spread meat mixture in baking dish; cover with soup and top 
with single layer of frozen Tater Tots. Bake for 45 minutes or until hot 


and bubbly in the center. — 


For a hearty addition, try stirring ina half cup of chopped fresh vegeta- 
bles or drained leftover vegetables when you add the soup. Then top 


with Tater Tots and enjoy. 


tailgate. The pageantry of the band, the 
pregame concert at Bond Hall, the grand 
march to the stadium are all a part of the tail- 


gating experience. 
And at Notre Dame you have to get there 
early to begin tailgating. How early you ask? 


{ 4, 


iP Ave. do, 
cheerleaders. 


Well some fans come the night before to get 
“their spot” when the parking lots open in 


Always make plenty of food for yourselves, your friends, your neighbors, 
your neighbors’ friends and a few new friends as well. 
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the morning. It’s a great sight, the grills 
smoking and fans talking, eating and hav- 
ing a good time with the stadium in the 
background. Talking with a student and his 
family (mom, dad, sis and Uncle Bob), they 
explained this was third-generation tail- 
gating, started by Grandfather 
Max. They haven't missed a game 
in 43 years. When I told them of 
my journey to find the best tail- 
gating in America, Uncle Bob 
informed me as he turned a steak 
ona wood burning grill, “look no 
more, this is the ultimate tailgate, 
I’m cooking this one for the Gip- 
per.” He then raised his fork and 
gazed up to the sky and I heard 
him pray “Please bless this food 
cause We're No. 1.” 


THE MUSCLE 


The Service Academies. I went to both Air 
Force and Navy tailgating parties and even 
went to the games. I know what you Army 
fans are saying “you missed the best and 
We're No. 1.” (I will party with you this 
year.) I only had so much leave time. 

As in most parking lots on game day, the 
cooking, eating, conversation, laughter, and 
good times prevail, but at the Academies 
they do things a bit differently. In addition 
to tailgating with friends and family, their 
parties include “class of” parties and divi- 
sion, squadron, and wing parties. And what 
parties they are. Students are welcome and 
encouraged to go and meet and eat with as 
many alumni (officers) as they can. I don’t 
think I’ve ever felt safer, than in a parking 
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Country Sigje 
HASH BROWNS 


\orefaal 
Z| Mashed Potatoes = 


Ore laa, 


=) GOLDEN CRINKLES |: 


Counirg Sigje 
STEAK FRIES 


SEASONED (0 ) WIT SKINS Recanns 
a. BR coo 


Papas 
J Pst 


_ Sweet ’N’ Spicy Wings | 


__ Prep Time: 10 min. Cook Time: 30-min.-_______ -_- eee | 


~-2% |bs chicken wings, split and tips discarded 
% cup Frank’s® Buffalo Wing Sauce __ 
2 tablespoons orange juice concentrate 


lot filled with the men and women who have 
served and protected, the men and women 
who serve and protect now and the future 
of our country, the students who will in the 


very near future allow us the freedom to 
party in the parking lot. 

Not all of the tailgaters were students, 
parents or alumni. At Navy, I partied with 
the Class of No Class. It’s not what you 
think. This is the business community 
of Annapolis, who aren't alumni (classless) 
but support the Academy and the students 
(true class). A Marine explained he “secured 
his area at 0700 and the tables were the outer 
perimeters of his position.” 

The quote of the day was by a Captain 
at Navy who told me “there’s no rank in the 
parking lot.” At Air Force, I tailgated with 
fighter pilots (they did the fly over). At both 
Academies, as I was leaving the parking lot 
a student stopped, saluted and in a very 
loud voice exclaimed “Sir — We're No. 1 
— Sir!” 


STERNGATING 


At the University of Washington they also 


Parties take to the high seas in Seattle as sterngaters enjoy good times near Husky 


- 2 tablespoons honey == Po 
_% teaspoon ground cinnamon 


__*Grill wings-over medium heat 30 to 40 minutes until-crisp and no__-___ 


longer pink in center, turning often. 


_ Combine remaining ingredients in bowl. Dip wings insauce to coat. Ss 
Sauce is great for dipping chicken nuggets or Ean 


*Tip: or dean wings at 400 degrees for 42 minutes until cooked © 


and crispy, drain. 


celebrate a little differently. Not only do they 
tailgate, but they also sterngate. Husky Sta- 
dium in Seattle is one of a few stadiums 
where you can park a boat next to the sta- 
dium. And what a party! 

Hundreds of boats lined up, partying in the 
parking lot on water. The only problem: a bit 
hard to get around in the “parking lot,” but 
water taxis pick you up to get to the game. 


Stadium, one of the few venues where sterngating is possible. 


And whether you are tailgating or sterngat- 
ing, the Alumni Band and cheerleaders move 
around from lot to lot or dock to dock to 
entertain the partiers. 

Grilled salmon was the food of the day and 
double decaf raspberry latte was the drink of 
the day. On a beautiful sunny day, as I 
watched large boats pull up to the docks to 
moor (park). The skipper of one waved me 
over and said “Ahoy 
Mate, We're No. 1.” 


THE QUEST 
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At every stop the food 
was great, the fans even 
better and justa little dif 
ferent. At Penn State, 
fans arrive two days in 
advance, and what a 
party. Some come for the 
game, some for the 
party and friendship, as 
at most stadiums. But at 
Penn State, some come 
just for the ice cream at 
the “Creamery.” I must 
admit, I visited this 
facility three times a day 
(research and develop- 
ment) and will tailgate 
any time I get a chance 
even if there is not a 
game being played. 

Florida A&M fans not 
only tailgate but have a 
street fair with food 
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booths (fried fish sandwich was delicious) At 
LSU, boiled shrimp and jambalaya were plen- 
tiful. Florida State? Food was great and the 
band played a pregame warm-up concert in 
the baseball park across the street. At Delaware 
State they block off a special grassy area for 
RVs and tailgaters. | had the best crab cake I 
have ever eaten. 

And everywhere I went, The Chant. Loud 
and clear, “We're No. 1.” 

On every Saturday during the football 
season this tailgating ritual plays out over 
and over. For many it’s the party and the 
socializing before and after the game. For 
some it’s one big party and they don’t even 
go to the game. Many come early and stay 
late to avoid the traffic. But everyone comes 
to the tailgate parties because it’s the best 
place in the world to be. If you tailgate you 
know what I’m talking about, if you have 
never been tailgating and only get to the 
game after kickoff, come on out this year 
and tailgate. 

Football, food and fun — that’s why fans 
tailgate. They come to celebrate their teams 
and their food, and to be with friends and 
family while making new friends. 

So who is No. 1? Joe Drozda told me 
that when his book came out, fans from 
all over the county called and wrote to 


\Now that's Barbec 


The perfect blend of 
flavor and tang:.. 


— 


chastise him on his selections of the best 
tailgating schools. I do not want to be chas- 
tised. 

In all fairness I don’t think I can make 
that decision until I have visited every school 
in the county. So it’s back on the road, 
more research and development, more 


food and fun (it’s a tough and heavy job but 
somebody's got to do it). If you have a 
suggestion where to visit let me know. 
I'll go anywhere and everywhere to learn the 
truth! 

Who's No. 1? It’s up to you. Good luck 
— now get out there and party! 


1 cup Grandma’s Molasses Unsulphured 


% cup coarse-grain mustard 
2 tablespoons cider vinegar 
2 teaspoons dry mustard 


3 % to 4 Ibs. pork loin baby back ribs or spareribs, 


cut into 6 inch sections 


Prepare barbecue grill. In medium bowl, combine all sauce ingredients. 
When ready to barbecue, place ribs on the grill meaty side up over 
medium-high heat. Cook 1 to 1 % hours or until meat is tender and starts 
to pull away from bone, brushing frequently with sauce during last 15 
minutes of cooking. To serve, cut ribs apart carefully with knife and 


arrange on platter. 4 servings. 


—_ 


|) Just add 1/4 cup REDHOT® Sauce to 3/4 cup of your favorite barbecue sauce! 


Chicken Ribs Steaks 


-1 Ib. Hillshire Farm® Beef Smoked Sausage, ____- 

or any variety Hillshire Farm® Smoked Sausage, sliced 
“%cuphoney Sn a a 
_% cup-spicy brown-mustard ee 

% cup vegetable oil 

1 tablespoon soy sauce 
__2. cloves garlic 2 ee 

1 teaspoon ground ginger 

cup carrots, peeled/chopped =~ 
_.1 cup-celery, chopped : ee ee eee 

1 cup mushrooms, sliced 

2 medium white onions, quartered = 


Combine honey, mustard, oil, soy sauce, garlic and ginger, blend thor- 
oughly.. Add sausage and vegetable pieces and stir. Sauté sausage and 
vegetables until sausage is lightly browned. Serves 4-6. 


With food aplenty, it’s easy to 
make new friends. Tailgating is 
a great opportunity to show off 
mascot collections like these 
Nittany Lions. 


TAILGATING TIPS 


m= Get to the stadium early and let everyone know where you are parked. Most tailgaters have had the same spot for 
years and know where to meet family and friends. 


m= Decorate and wear team colors. Be a part of the team. You are the 12th Man. 


m Plan and coordinate tailgate. Just like the football team, there are positions. Menu planning, grill, clean-up, des- 
ignated driver, coach etc. Know your assignment and do it, execution is as important as the gameplan. 

m Be prepared. Pack the night before. Load tables and chairs, and be ready for any weather conditions, from sun to 
rain. 


m Make new friends. We all talk football and food, so it’s easy to make new friends. Cook extra food and share it with 
your neighbors. 
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aoe oe ee jie fe” fy oe 


Loo ; ee Someone Is 
_ e row] ss a Great 

sate Party In Lhe 
Parking Lot. 


Find that party and you'll find Daily’s Cocktail Mixes. 
Made with only the freshest fruit, Daily’s serves up great | 


taste for a great time. So treat yourself to America’ #1 eo RES 
pons) Ane (oO if 


\ 


Bierdy Mary * | 


Pina Colada and Daiquiri mixes. Or our delicious 
and zesty Bloody Mary mixes. Remember, the 
next time youve throwing a party, start with 
the full line-up of Daily's Cocktail Mixes. And 

be prepared to attract a very, very big crowd. 9 sees 


Socty Mary Mx 


Give Your Tailgate A Lift With Dailys. 


AILGATI 


Calin? 


By a vote of 26-4, Joe Cahn was elected 
the Commissioner of Tailgating in Amer- 
ica. It doesn’t matter whether it’s college foot- 
ball, pro football, NASCAR or what the 
sport, Joe is the authority on the subject of 
parking lot parties. 

You might say Joe Cahn is a bit ‘fan’ati- 
cal. (How else can you explain someone tray- 
eling 24,000 miles in a motor home, to cook 
and eat in parking lots across the country?) 

The jovial character was born in New 
Orleans and has lived there all his life. His 
background is as colorful and varied as the 
city itself. 

After a stint as a business major at LSU, 
Joe has held many different jobs, including 
offshore worker, professional photographer 
and French Quarter buggy driver. He set- 
tled into the bar and restaurant business 
almost by accident, and yet it was there that 
Joe’s love of people, food and 
the fun of sharing good feel- 
ings with others flourished. 

Joe created the New | 
Orleans School of Cooking ["— 
in 1980 as a place where he § 
could use the food of New jie 
Orleans as a vehicle to dispel 
the myths and misconcep- 
tions many visitors and 
locals alike held about the 
Crescent City. 

Given his expertise in cook- 
ing, food, people and parties, 
he sat outon anew adventure | 
in 1996. That fall he traveled * 
to 29 NFL stadiums in a Tail- 


gating Across America tour, Join in the celebration for the home team (above). 
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Behind the wheel of 
a fully-equipped 
1996 Holiday Ram- 
bler Coach, Cahn 
began his tour dur- 
ing the opening 
week of the NFL 
season with stops in 
Minnesota and 
Chicago. The tour 
continued through 
January 26, 1997 
where Joe's final stop 
was New Orleans, [i 
host city for Super 
Bowl XXXI. 

His wonderful 
experiences from last 
year made him 
determined to do it 
all over again in | 
1997 — with one 
major exception. As | 


Joe heard from fans | i 


time and time again, 
‘you haven’ experienced true tailgating unless 
you go to acollege football game on-campus 
in the fall.’ So in ’97, Joe made the college 
scene on Saturdays as well as pro games on 
Sundays. 

Itis his undying devotion to Louisiana and 
his love of sharing it with others that has 
made Joe successful and truly joyful. He is 


still cooking and eating Louisiana food, shar- 
ing it with whomever will stop long enough 
to listen and taste. 

He can be seen at campuses around the 
country this fall. 

For a detailed schedule and updates 
throughout the season, visit his web site at 
www.tailgating.com. 
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Coleman’ Powermax” Grill/Stove | 
and Powermax” Fuel _ 


The new Powermax™ stove comes with a feature as 
you'll find nowhere else. Its own grill. 
So for the first time you'll find yourself grilling 
and cooking at the same time. 
It’s wonderfully easy to use, clean, carry and comes 
with the world’s most advanced fuel system. 
Powermax™ fuel: comes in light, aluminum cylinders |} 
that require no pumping, mixing or pouring. 
And since Powermax™ fuel constantly burns at full strength, 
there’s no drop off in performance as the cylinder empties. 
So now, whether you're camping or tailgating, 
you can cook up almost anything. 


! Coleman® 


POWERMAX PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AUGUST, 1998. 
CALL 1 800-835-3278 FOR A STORE NEAR YOU. 


©1998 The Coleman Company, Ina. 


™_ \ é P ry \ A 
 * \ ( \ P jee No Ns aan football pageantry. 
me \ Cl Athlon celebrates the excite- 
be ment off the field, including 
drum majors, cheerleaders, 
majorettes, bands, mascots 


and fans, young and old. 


A7Califorina 


Photo by Peter Brouillet 
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UNLV 


Photo by Paul Jasienski 


Photo by 


Steve Woltmann 


Photo by 
David Preston 


Baylor 


Photo by Brian Beard 


North Carolina 


Photo by Mike Moore 


| Arizona 
Photo by 
Peter Brouillet 
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Notre Dame a 


phot it Dwight Kir 


To Win 


“| AFC Championship ~ 


Denver 
Pittsburgh 
New England 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
N.Y. Jets 
Buffalo 
Miami 
Indianapolis 
Tennessee 
Seattle 
Cincinnati 
Baltimore 
Oakland 
San Diego 


Subject to Change 


SS arya re a a ae eT os 


Green Bay 
San Francisco 
Dallas 
Minnesota 
Tampa Bay 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Atlanta 
Carolina 
Washington 
Detroit 
Arizona 

St. Louis 
Chicago 
New Orleans 
Subject to Change 


To Win 1999 
Super Bowl XXXiIll 


_ Green Bay 
' San Francisco 


Denver 
Pittsburgh 
New England 


_ Dallas 


Jacksonville 
Kansas City 


- Minnesota 
> Tampa Bay 


N.Y. Jets 
Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Atlanta 


- Carolina 
= Subject to Change 


Buffalo 80-1 
Washington 15-1 
Miami 15-1 
Indianapolis 75-1 
Detroit 25-1 
Tennessee 50-1 
Seattle 20-1 
Cincinnati 50-1 
Baltimore 75-1 
Arizona 100-1 
Oakland 35-1 
San Diego 75-1 
St. Louis 100-1 
Chicago 100-1 
New Orleans 200-1 


English Sports offers Baseball, Hockey, College 

and Pro Basketball, Horse Racing, Soccer, Boxing, 
Auto Racing and Tennis, English Sports is like Las 
Vegas over the telephone. Better yet, it’s simpler 
and strictly confidential. You must be [8 or older. 


English Sports Betting 
We Pay Faster -- Guaranteed 


1-800-559-2437 | 


(rem Your Liiag Rom You Can Bet 


Call now and qualify for a Free exotic 
or future play. As an added bonus, 
receive a copy of Las Vegas e 


Sporting News, an ESB ws 


We Pay Faster -- Guaranteed 


1-800-559-2437 


Available at newsstands throughout 


company profile video 
and an ESB Betting guide. 


AME North America and every Nevada Sports book. 
To Subscribe call 1-800-325-8259 


international — 1-876-953-6233 —- Canada — 1-800-824-9174 — U-S. Alternate — 1-888-559-2437 


Northwestern 


Photo by Al Kooistra 


frou alto: 
TIDES IW... OIRT’S Our 


oe Alabama 
Arizona State Phsea Gy 
Photo by Greg Leboeuf Dwight King 
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Florida 


Photo by Mike Moore | 
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hat the Michigan defense last season 
T ranked first nationally in total yards 

(206.9) and points (8.9) yielded per 
game is impressive. 

Also eye-catching is the Wolverine pass 
defense efficiency mark of 75.8, which also 
ranked No. 1. 

And clearly, when one mentions the 
1997 Michigan defense, one must not 
overlook the player who became the first 
defender ever to win the Heisman Trophy, 
Charles Woodson. 

What might be most noteworthy, how- 
ever, is this: The Michigan defense was 
guided by a rookie defensive coordinator 
named Jim Herrmann. 

Many might argue that any idiot with 
limited football knowledge could have suc- 
cessfully coached a defense as awesome as 
Michigan's. Just send ’em out on the field 
and let heads begin to roll. 

Obviously, it’s not that simple. 

Herrmann, 37, did a masterful job of 
meshing the pieces, keeping players 
focused, taking feedback from his assistants 
and, most importantly, refusing to be 
intimidated by his daunting assignment. 

For his efforts, Herrmann has been cho- 
sen Athlon Sports 1998 Assistant Coach of 
the Year. 

And though he got a taste of the job by 
assuming his duties prior to the Outback 
Bowl (Jan. 1, 1997) against Alabama, the 
beginning of the 1997 season, which 
Michigan fans correctly assumed would be 
the start of a national title drive, brought 
some pressures. 

“T don’t know that uneasy is the word to 
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describe how I felt, but sure I 
was a little bit nervous,” says 
Herrmann, who played at 
Michigan in the early 1980s 
under Bo Schembechler. “We 
have a great staff and good 
kids, and the bowl game made 
the transition easier.” 

It was as a Michigan player 
that Herrmann was first bitten by the 
coaching bug. During spring practice fol- 
lowing his junior season of competition, 
Herrmann suffered an injury, What had 
been a solid football career prior to that 
would now move off the field and onto the 
sidelines. 

“T never thought about coaching until 
that last year,” says Herrmann, whose par- 
ents, Walt and Betty, journey from Cincin- 
nati for as many Wolverine home games as 
possible. “I was dead-set on being an 
accountant.” 

With the newfound career interest, 
Herrmann changed gears, getting his 
degree in education so he could teach and 
coach on the high school level. 

After doing so for two years, Herrmann 
returned to Ann Arbor and began to work 
for the Michigan program, first as a volun- 
teer coach under Schembechler, then full- 
time under Gary Moeller, all the while 
working on a master’s degree in social work 
(he's a few credits shy of completion). 

Roughly 10 years later, Herrmann found 
himself directing what would be the coun- 
try’s top defense on a team that would fin- 
ish 12-0 and be voted No. 1 by the 
Associated Press. 

Herrmann credits his fellow defensive 
coaches for much of his success. 

“The beautiful thing about our staff is 
that all of us feed off each other,” he says. 
“We're all from the same era. Last season, 
we were all in tune with what we wanted to 
do. There was great camaraderie.” 

Herrmann’s approach to coaching defen- 
sive players is basic. Even with an individ- 
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Jim Herrmann 
Michigan Defensive Coordinator 


ual standout such as Woodson, the 1997 
defense emphasized the team concept. 

“Defensive players have a different moti- 
vation, a different mentality,” he says. “We 
strived to play together.” 

The togetherness theme was cultivated 
during the summer when the Michigan 
coaching staff and their family members 
took a trip to Alaska. 

During the excursion, Herrmann found 
a greater appreciation for his family — his 
wife Ann and three children. 

“My family is my hobby,” Herrmann 
responds when asked about his non-foot- 
ball interests. “My kids know the times 
when we'll be together. They know that 
during the season, I can take them to 
school on Friday if we have a home game.” 

Speaking of school, Herrmann has been 
tutored well by Michigan leader Lloyd Carr 
and thinks highly of his boss. 

“Lloyd is probably the single greatest 
motivator I know,” he says. “He keeps your 
mind moving and always gives us (assis- 
tants and players) things to think about 
and study. 

“Lloyd’s honesty is beyond reproach,” 
adds Herrmann, who does aspire to be a 
head coach at some point. 

Before that day arrives, Herrmann 
knows there is still work to be done. If any- 
thing, he must continue to adjust to the 
contemporary college football player. By 
the time Herrmann is a head coach, assum- 
ing that becomes a reality, he will be a gen- 
eration removed from his players. 

“There are some constants with players 
that go from generation to generation,” he 
says. “But there is probably more pressure 
on kids today. There is so much more 
media attention. If a player gets into trou- 
ble on the West Coast, you know about it 
within a minute.” 

And though it will take more than a 
minute, fans of college football will soon 
enough know about Jim Herrmann and his 
defensive coaching prowess. 
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TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG 
Florida State 11 7844973 6.3 49 452.0 North Carolina 11 693 2302 3.3 12 209.3 Syracuse 12 8295127 6.2 48 427.3 Syracuse 12 769 3482 4,5 23 290.2 
N.C, State 11 7694414 5,7 40 401.2 Florida State 11 717 2655 3.7 22 241.4 Pittsburgh 14 7734437 5.7 43 403.4 Virginia Tech 11 6913596 5.2 23326.9 
North Carolina 11 7864168 5.3 34 378.9 Clemson 11 7213438 4.8 19 312.5 Boston Col 11-771 4410 5.7 30 400.9 West Virginia’ 11 7673829 5.0 33 348,1 
Georgia Tech 11 7284037 5.5 31 367.0 Virginia 11 7213574 5.0 283249 Miami (Fla.) 11 7424346 5.8 37 395.1 Temple 11 746 4255 5.7 45 386.8 
Clemson 11 766 3985 5.2 28 362.2 Wake Forest 11 767 3964 5.2: 33 360.4 West Virginia 11 7434193 5.6 36 381.2 Boston Col, 11 756 4339 5.7 37 394.5 
Wake Forest 11 804 3949 4.9 27 359.0 N.C. State 11 7604179 5.5 31379.9 Virginia Tech 11 7623984 5.2 34 362,2 Miami (Fla.) 11 794 4369 5.5 35 397.2 
Virginia 11 7183850 5.4 33 350.0 Maryland 11 756 4420 5.8 42 401.8 Temple 14 707 3582 5.1 26 325.6 Pittsburgh 11 875 4622 5.3 34 420.2 
Duke 11 736 3379 4.6 23 307.2 Duke 11 767 4502 5.9 38 409.3 Rutgers. 11 7513302 4,4 25 300,2 Rutgers 11 837 5272 6.3 58 479.3 
Maryland 11 695 2890 4.2 19 262.7 Georgia Tech 11 7814719 6.0 33 429.0 
RETURNING LEADERS RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING PASSING 
Rating Rating 
Player, School cl. G Att. Cmp. Int. Pet. Yds. TD Points Player, School cl. G Att. Cmp. = Int. Pet. Yds. 1D Points 
Aaron Brooks, Virginia Jr. 11 270 164 7 60.7 2282 20 151.0 Donovan McNabb, Syracuse See: 265 145 6 54.7 2488 20 1540 @ 
Joe Hamilton, Georgia Tech So. 41 268 173 7 646 2314 12 140.0 Al Clark, Virginia Tech J ae | 192 110 3 573 1476 10 1359 
Oscar Davenport, North Carolina Jr. 8 183 115 3 62.8 1380 7 1355 Mare Bulger, West Virginia So, 11 283 167 9 590 2112 12 129.3 <€ 
Jamie Bamette, N.C. State So. 11 302 171 14 56.6 2378 18 1343 Pat Bonner, Temple Jr 202 107 12 «53.0 1561 7 117.4 ama 
Brian Kuklick, Wake Forest Jt 9 312 199 11 60.9 2180 13 1284 Mike Mcmahon, Rutgers mw dt 212 104 12 49.1 1259 6 97.0 @ 
RUSHING RUSHING 
Player, School cl. G Car. Yds. Avg. TD YPG Player, School cl. G Car. Yds. Avg. TD YPG $ 
Thomas Jones, Virginia So. 11 201 692 3.4 4 62.9 Amos Zereoue, West Virginia So. 11 264 1505 5.7 16 150.5 
LaMont Jordan, Maryland Fr. 41 159 689 4,3 3 62.6 Edgerrin James, Miami (Fla.) So. 41 184 1098 5.9 13 109.8 ~ 
Travis Minor, Florida State Fr. 11 112 627 5.6 9 56.6 Mike Cloud, Boston College Ir. 11 137 886 6.5 8 88.6 
Charles Wiley, Georgia Tech Jr. 11 150 567 3.8 9 51.6 Stacey Mack, Temple Jr. 11 173 842 49 10 76.5 
Joe Hamilton, Georgia Tech So. 14 140 478 3.4 5 43.5 Kyle Mcintosh, Syracuse dr. 12 181 898 49 6 74.8 
RECEIVING RECEIVING 
Player, School cl, G Rec. Yds. Avg. ™ YPG Player, School cl. G Rec. Yds. Avg. TD YPG 
Torry Holt, N.C. State de 11 62 1099 17.7 16 99.9 Terry Murphy, Pittsburgh Fr, 11 46 873 18.9 13 79.4 
Desmond Clark, Wake Forest Jr. 11 72 950 13.2 5 86.4 Shawn Foreman, West Virginia Jr. 11 65 818 12.6 5 74.4 
Peter Warrick, Florida State So. 11 53 884 16.7 8 80.4 Quinton Spotwood, Syracuse So. 11 41 797 19.4 8 66.4 
L.C. Stevens, North Carolina Jr. 11 45 727 16.2 3 66.1 Reggie Wayne, Miami (Fla.) Fr, 11 48 640 13.3 2 58,2 
Jammie Deese, Wake Forest So. 41 54 697 12.9 4 63.4 Kevin Johnson, Syracuse Je. 12 32 612 19.1 3 51.0 
BIG TWELVE BIG TEN 
TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. 1D YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG 
Nebraska 11 937 6164 66 71 513.7 Kansas St, 11 702 2825 4.0 17 256.8 Purdue 11 7945056 6.4 42 459.6 Michigan 11 660 2276 3.4 10 206.9 
Missouri 11 787 4622 5.9 47 420.2 Nebraska 11 717 3088 4.3 25 257.3 lowa 11 736 4658 6.3 48 423.5 lowa 11 7332927 4.0 18 266.1 
Texas 11 7614373 5.7 35 397.6 Oklahoma St. 11 6783330 4.9 26 302.7 Penn St. 11 736 4648 6.3 47 422.6 Ohio St. 11 8203215 3.9 13 267.9 
Oklahoma St. 11 7934133 5,2 39 375.7 Texas A&M 11 8633781 4.4 22 315.1 Ohio St. 11 847 4954 5.8 43 412.8 Michigan St. 11 7163312 4.6 17 301.1 
Texas A&M 11 7754497 58 46 374.8 Texas Tech 11 765 3549 4.6 26 322.6 Michigan 11 8174273 5.2 34 388.5 Wisconsin 11 727 4385 6.0 29 365.4 
Kansas St. 11 7454096 5.5 43 372.4 Colorado 11 7713858 5.0 30 350.7 Michigan St. 11 805 4201 5.2 36 381.9 Minnesota 11 8354419 5.3 37 368.3 
Colorado 11 7154047 5.7 34 367.9 Kansas 11 8023976 5.0 31 361.5 Wisconsin 11 838 4266 5.1 35 355.5 Northwestern 11 8614700 5.5 35 391.7 
Baylor 11 7383695 5.0 23 335.9 Oklahoma 11 8214354 5.3 40 362.8 Northwestern 11 7843839 4.9 25 319.9 Penn St. 11 838 4393 5.2 28 399.4 
Oklahoma 11 800 4024 5,0 28 335.3 Missouri 11 717 4252 5.9 45 386.5 Indiana 11 757 3350 4.4 10 304.6 Purdue 11 841 4448 5.3 30 404.4 
lowa St. 11 7833579 4.6 26 325.4 Texas 11 765 4391 5.7 41 399.2 Minnesota 11 766 3462 4.5 25 288.5 Indiana 11 773.4544 5.9 39 413.1 
Texas Tech 11 7323401 4.6 23 309.2 Baylor 11 7584815 6.4 46 437.7 Minols 11 7903150 4.0 14 286.4 Mlinois 11 7804595 5.9 41 417.7 
Kansas 11 6302655 4.2 14 241.4 lowa St. 11 755 4837 6.4 59 439.7 
RETURNING LEADERS RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING PASSING 
Rating Rating 
Player, School cl, G Att. Cmp. Int. Pct. Yds. TD Points Player, School cl. G Att. Cmp. Int. Pct. Yds. 1D Points 
Tony Lindsay, Oklahoma State Fr. 11 123 76 5 61.8 1172 9 157.8 Joe Germaine, Ohio State Je 1 184 119 7 G47 1674 15 160.4 
Corby Jones, Missouri Jr. 11 191 102 6 53.4 1658 12 140.8 Randy Reiners, lowa Sé. 14 95 50 4 52.6 837 11 156.4 
Michael Bishop, Kansas State Fr. 11 185 80 8 43.2 1547 13 128.5 Mike Samuel, Wisconsin | a © | 227 133 11 58.6 1812 8 127.6 
Todd Bandhauer,.lowa State Jr, 11 374 180 9 48,1 2514 20 117.4 Jay Rodgers, Indiana So, 11 330 192 14 58.2 2156 6 110.6 
Justin Fuente, Oklahoma So. 12 129 69 8 53.5 1018 2 4125 Mark Hoekstra, Illinois Be & | 219 115 10 525 1029 $ 90.4 
RUSHING RUSHING 
Player, School cl. G Car. Yds, Avg. Tt YPG Player, School cl. G Car. Yds. Avg. ™m YPG 
Ricky Williams, Texas Jr 41 279 1893 6.8 25 172.1 Ron Dayne, Wisconsin So, 10 249 1421 5.7 15 142.1 
De’Mond Parker, Oklahoma So. 9 194 1143 5.9 6 127.0 Sedrick Irvin, Michigan State So. 11 231 1211 5.2 9 110.1 
Darren Davis, lowa State So. 9 212 1005 47 5 111.7 Michael Wiley, Ohio State So, 11 102 579 5.6 6 52.6 
Ricky Williams, Texas Tech Fr. 11 201 894 45 3 81.3 Thomas Hamner, Minnesota So. 12 170 663 3.9 4 55.3 
Dante Hall, Texas A&M So. 12 134 973 7.3 9 81.1 Byron Evans, Minnesota So. 10 69 364 5.3 3 36.4 
RECEIVING RECEIVING 
Player, School cl. G Rec. Yds. Avg. ™ YPG Player, School ch. G Rec. Yds. Ave. ™ YPG 
Kent Layman, Missouri So. 11 21 534 25.4 4 48.6 David Boston, Ohio St So. 12 70 930 13.3 14 775 
Darrin Chiaverini, Colorado Jr. 11 35 461 13.2 0 41.9 Dee Miller, Ohio St. Jt, 12 52 902 17.3 5 75.2 
Darnell McDonald, Kansas State Jt. 11 21 436 21.0 6 40.1 Gari Scott, Michigan St So. 11. 36 566 15.7 5 51.5 
Derrius Thompson, Baylor Jr. 11 32 420 13.1 41, 38.2 0.J, Conner, Indiana Fr. 11 28 520 18.6 2 47,3 
Gavin Peries, Kansas State Jt. 11 19 404 21.3 3 36.7 Jerame Tuman, Michigan : Jr. 41 27 404 14.9 4 36.7 


s SOUTHEASTERN WAC 
® TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
= School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG 
Tennessee 12 8905794 6.5 50 482.8 Vanderbilt 11 7043026 4.3 22 275.1 Colorado St. 12 7615076 6.7 52423.0 Air Force 12 756 3471 4.6 16 289.3 
= Kentucky 11 8765214 6.0 45 .474,0 Florida 11 7543195 4.2 23 290.5 UNLV 11 847 4590 5.4 33 417.3 Utah 11 736 3440 4.7 25 312.7 
<}) Georgia 11 7584759 6.3 43 432.6 Tennessee 12 8004017 5.0 22 334.8 New Mexico 12 8304847 5.8 45 403.9 Hawaii 12 820 3864 4.7 30 322.0 
Florida 11 759 4634 6.1 52 421.3 Mississippi St. 11 7633713 4.9 27 337.5 Rice 11 7594245 5.6 40 385.9 New Mexico 12 802 3869 4.8 31 322.4 
& LSU 11 7464517 6.1 45 410.6 Mississippi 11 736 3765 5.1 25 342.3 Utah 11 767 4164 5.4 293786 Wyoming 13 902 4210 4.7 22 323.8 
Mississippi 11 7594166 5.5 28 378.7 Auburn 12 8304125 5.0 27 343.8 Wyoming 13 962 4788 5.0 36 368.3 Colorado St. 12 8503926 4.6 19 327.2 
Auburn 12 7714168 5.4 35 347.3 South Carolina 11 685 3785 5.5 28 344.1 Tulsa 11 724 4032 5.6 33 366.6 SMU 11 743 3629 4.9 26 329.9 
South Carolina 11 787 3602 4.6 31 327.5 Georgia 11 7393806 5.2 24 346.0 San Jose St. 11 8063738 4.6 30339.8 UTEP 11 662 3839 5.8 37 349.0 
® Alabama 11 7243572 4.9 29 324.7 LSU 11 788 3821 4.8 24 347.4 Brigham Young 11 7143692 5.2 31335.6 Tcu 11 767 3892 5.1 38 353.8 
0 Mississippi St. 11 691 3460 5.0 24 314.6 Arkansas 11 767 3868 5.0 33 351.6 San Diego St. 12 8003994 5.0 27 332.8 Brigham Young 11 7423938 5.3 29 358.0 
Vanderbilt 11 7233030 4.2 16 275.5 Alabama 11 755 4008 5.3 26 364.4 Air Force 12 828 3825 4.6 27 318.8 Fresno St. 12 889 4537 5.1 383781 
¢ Arkansas 11 7143003 4.2 19 273.0 Kentucky 11 7324315 5.9 45 392.3 Fresno St. 12 8043798 4,7 37 316.5 UNLV 11 7764198 5.4 41 381.6 
SMU 11 702 3403 4.8 29 309.4 San Diego St. 12 8544594 5.4 39 382.8 
® RETURNING LEADERS UTEP 11 8263356 4.1 18 305.0 Rice 11 683 4218 6.2 343835 
hal Hawaii 12 836 3554 4.3 19 296.2 San Jose St. 11 822 4447 5.4 44 404.3 
PASSING TCU 11 736 2997 4.1 20 272.5 Tulsa 11 827 5414 6.5 56 492.2 
@ Rating 
Ken Player, School cL  G Att. Cmp. Int. Pet. Yds, 1D Points RETURNING LEADERS 
e Tim Couch, Kentucky So. 11 547 363 #19 66.4 3884 37 141.4 
Doug Johnson, Florida So. 9 269 1448 12 #550 2023 21 135.0 
ro) Herb Tyler, LSU ie et 209 127 7 608 1581 10 «6133.4 PASSING Rating 
Anthony Wright, South Carolina Jr. 9 252 139 § 55.2 1685 18 1309 Player, School ch. G Att. mp. Int. Pet. Yds. 1D Points 
oS) Clint Stoerner, Arkansas So 11 357 173. 13 «48.5 2347 #12 1075 Graham Leigh, New Mexico yn 12 276 166 8 601 2318 24 153.6 
Jonathan Crosswhite, Utah Jr. 9 222 130 9 586 1588 9 123.9 
Jonn Fitzgerald, Tulsa Me AL 256 139 13 «654.3 2003 9 121.5 
led RUSHING Bill Volek, Fresno State So. 11 318 178 6 56.0 1853 17 1187 
Player, School ch. G Car. Yds. Avg. ™ YPG Jon Denton, UNLV So. 9 374 199 17 532 2586 18 118,1 
6) Cecil Collins, LSU So, 4 72 596 8.3 3 149,0 
Kevin Faulk, LSU Jr. 9 205 1144 5.6 15 127.1 
6) Jamal Lewis, Tennessee Fr. 12 232 1364 «8659 * a7 RUSHING 
James Johnson, Mississippi State St, 11 217 1069 49 12 97.2 Player, School cl. G Car. Yds. Avg. TD YPG 
Fa Anthony White, Kentucky So. 11 129 723 5.6 4 65.7 Michael Perry, Rice Ine 20 162 1034 6.4 10 103.6 
Charlie Higgins, Tulsa So, 11 202 1043 5.2 11 94.8 
Damon Washington, Colorado State Jr, 12 180 1112 6.2 8 92.7 
RECEIVING Kevin McDougal, Colorado State So. 12 150 1111 74 13 92.6 
Player, School cl. G Wie Yas. Avg. 1D YPG Jonas Lewis, San Diego State So. 12 226 8 1020 45 6 85,0 
Craig Yeast, Kentucky Jr, 22 73 873 12.0 10 79.4 
Karsten Bailey, Auburn ns 1 53 840 :15.9 7 70.0 RECEIVING 
Jeremaine Copeland, Tennessee Jr. 12 58 732 12.6 9 61.0 Player, School ch G Rec. Yds. Avg. ™m YPG 
Peerless Price, Tennessee tt, 12 48 698 14.5 6 58.2 Damon Savage, Tulsa So. 11 66 1084 16.4 6 98.5 
Kevin Coleman, Kentucky wr 12 52 621 11.9 8 56.5 Oliver Newell, San Jose State Jr. 14 58 942 16.2 11 85.6 
Len Ware, UNLV So. 11 49 818 16.7 6 74.4 
PAC TEN Damon Williams, UNLV Jr. 11 61 770 12.6 5 70.0 
Jimmy Carpenter, UTEP Jr, 11 a7 767 16.3 3 69.7 
TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
School G Ply Yds Avg. 1D YPG School @ Ply Yds Avg. 1D YPG CONFERENCE USA 
Washington St. 11 8085524 6.8 60 502.2 Arizona 11 750 3628 4.8 33 329.8 
UCLA 11 7414763 6.4 53 433.0 Washington St. 11 8113634 4.5 32 330.4 TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
Washington 11 7234564 6.3 45 414.9 Arizona St. 11 7673704 4.8 23 336.7 School G Ply Yds Avg, TD YPG School G Ply Yds Avg. TD YPG 
Arizona St. 11 8104471 5.5 35 406.5 Washington = 11: 766 3753 4.9 30 341.2 Tulane 11 7914610 5.8 41 419.1 Southern Miss, 11 796 3462 4.3 21314.7 
Oregon 11 794 4466 5.6 41 406.0 usc 11.772 3963 5.1 28 360.3 Louisville 11 795 4127 5.2 30375,2 Memphis 11 748 3582 4.8 26 325.6 
Arizona 11 852 4426 5.2 40 402.4 UCLA 11 8223974 4.8 25 3613 Southern Miss. 11 7503682 4.9 33 334.7 Cincinnati 11 770 3693 4.8 27 335.7 
California 11 8714338 5.0 36 394.4 Oregon St. 11 817 4182 5.1 35 380.2 Houston 11 800 3635 4.5 23330.5 Tulane 11 7953918 4.9 28 356.2 
Stanford 11 797 3989 5.0 32 362.6 California 11 7274195 5.8 42 381.4 Cincinnati 11 794 3633 4,6 29 330.3 East Carolina 11 7894052 5.1 32 368.4 
usc 11 759 3724 4.9 28 338.6 Stanford 11 798 4247 5.3 38 386.1 Memphis 11 768 3584 4.7 25 325.8 Houston 11 763 4545 6.0 49 413.2 
Oregon St. 11 798 3235 4.1 18 294.1 Oregon 11 804 4845 6.0 40 440.5 East Carolina 11 7413377 4.6 24 307.0 Louisville 11 8094650 5.7 45 422.7 
RETURNING LEADERS RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING PASSING 
Rating Rating 
Player, School cl. G Att. Cmp. Int. Pet, Yds. 1D Points Player, School cl. G Att. Cmp. Int. Pct. Yds. TD Points 
Cade McNown, UCLA Je 2d. 283 173 § 61.1 2877 22 1686 Shaun King, Tulane Jr 11 363 199 14 548 2567 24 «128.3 
Brock Huard, Washington So. 10 244 1446 10 598 2140 23 156.4 Chris Redman, Louisville So. say 445 261 14 58.7 3079 18 123.8 
Jason Maas, Oregon Jr. 9 172 95 8 55.2 1443 15 145.2 Lee Roberts, Southern Miss. Jr. 11 350 194 9 55.4 2248 16 6119.3 
Ortege Jenkins, Arizona Fr, = 10 235 115 5 48.9 1669 19 131.0 Jason McKinley, Houston Fr 11 314 166 11 52.9 1910 9 106.4 
Ryan Kealy, Arizona State fo. 297 162 7 545 2137 15 126.9 Chad Plummer, Cincinnati Jr. 4. 190 87 10 45.8 1178 6 97.8 
RUSHING RUSHING 
Player, School cl. G Car. Yds. Avg. ™ YPG Player, School cl. G Car. Yds. Avg. TD YPG 
Trung Canidate, Arizona So. 8 138 804 5.9 4 100.5 Ketric Sanford, Houston So. 9 151 636 4.2 3 70,7 
JR. Redmond, Arizona State So. 10 142 865 6.1 7 86.5 Toney Converse, Tulane Fr, 11 137 777 57 2 70.6 
Marcus Fields, California Fr. 10 95 419 44 5 419 Frank Moreau, Louisville Jt. 9 120 573 4.8 5 63.7 
Jason Harris, Washington Jr. 11 60 269 45 2 24.5 Robert Cooper, Cincinnati So. 11 137 611 45 4 55.5 
Jermaine Lewis, UCLA Fr. 12 56 282 5.0 2 23.5 Shaun King, Tulane Jr. 11 124 511 41 5 46.5 
RECEIVING RECEIVING 
Player, School ch. G Rec. Yds. Avg. rD YPG Player, School cl. G Rec. Yds. Avg. TD YPG 
Troy Walters, Stanford dr. 11 86 1206 14.0 8 109.6 Sherrod Gideon, Southern Miss. So. i 54 1008 18,7 9 91.6 
R. Jay Soward, USC So, 11 48 831 17.3 8 75.5 Troy Smith, East Carolina Jr 11 54 795 14,7 4 72.3 
Dennis Northcutt, Arizona So. 11 58 767 13.2 9 69.7 lon Green, Louisville So. 11 55 731 13.3 8 66.5 
Lenzie Jackson, Arizona State Jr. 11 53 733 13.8 5 66.6 PJ. Franklin, Tulane Jr. 11 58 703 12.1 8 63.9. 
Billy Miller, USC Jr 11 56 649 11.6 2 59.0 Arnold Jackson, Louisville So. 11 46 687 14.9 7 62.5 
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TOTAL OFFENSE 
Team —_ Yds. YDSPG 
Nebraska 93 6164 513.7 
Washington State 808 524 2.2 
Louisiana Tech 813 5456 496.0 
Tennessee 890 5794 482.8 
Nevada 796 5272 479.3 
Kentucky 876 5214 474.0 
Purdue 794 5056 459.6 
Florida State 784 4973 452.1 
Utah State 835 4933 448.4 
Marshall 832 5339 444.9 
SCORING ee 
Team Games Avg. 
Nebraska 12 ae 47.1 
Washington State 41 467 42.5 
UCLA 11 448 40.7 
Florida State 1i 437 39.7 
Marshall 12 453 37.8 
Miami (Ohio) 11 412 37.5 
Florida 11 409 37.2 
Colorado State 12 442 36.8 
lowa 11 404 36.7 
Navy 11 398 36.2 
RUSHING OFFENSE 
Team Carries Yds. YDSPG 
Nebraska 755 4711 392.6 
Rice 690 3660 332.7 
Navy 618 3370 306.4 
Ohio 649 3321 301.9 
Army 670 3247 295.2 
Missouri 592 2899 263.5 
LSU 521 2823 256.6 
lowa 492 2585 235.0 
Air Force 688 2791 232.6 
Oklahoma State 592 2486 226.0 
PASSING OFFENSE 
Team Att. —_. Yds. YDSPG 
Nevada 443 265 4072 370.2 
Kentucky 562 374 4019 365.4 
Louisiana Tech 495 301 3965 360.5 
Washington State 400 223 «3789 344.5 
Florida State 440 262 3740 340.0 
Tennessee 492 296 3981 331.8 
Marshall 450 264 3688 307.3 
Eastern Michigan 438 250 3314 301.3 
Louisville 73 276 3282 298.4 
Kent 451 235 3243 294.8 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 
(MIN, 15 ATT. PER GAME) 
Player and School ci Yds. 
Cade McNown, UCLA a 17 2877 
Ryan Leaf, Washington State 375 210 3637 
Joe Germaine, Ohio State 184 119 1674 
John Dutton, Nevada 367 225 3526 
Brock Huard, Washington 244 146 2140 
Mike Bobo, Georgia 306 199 2751 
Donovan McNabb, Syracuse 265 145 2488 
Graham Leigh, New Mexico 276 166 2318 
Moses Moreno, Colorado State 257 157 2257 
Chad Pennington, Marshall 428 253 3480 
RUSHING 
Player and School Car. Yds. 
Ricky Williams, Texas 279 1893 
Ahman Green, Nebraska 278 1877 
Amos Zereoue, West Virginia 264 1505 
Tavian Banks, lowa 246 1639 
Ron ae Wisconsin 249 1421 
Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 296 1549 
Dwayne Harris, Toledo 254 1278 
Kevin Faulk, LSU 205 1144 
Demond Parker, Oklahoma 194 1143 
Chris McCoy, Navy 246 1370 
TOTAL OFFENSE 
Player and School Plays Yds. YDSPG 
Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech 541 3968 360.7 
Tim Couch, Kentucky 613 3759 341.7 
Ryan Leaf, Washington St. 447 3583 325.7 
Daunte Culpepper, Central Fla. a 3524 320.3 
John Dutton, Nevada 3522 320.1 
Peyton lc 9 Tennessee 396 3789 315.7 
Charlie Batch, Eastern Mich. 519 3390 308.1 
Thad Busby, Florida State 447 3301 300.0 
Jose Davis, Kent 415 2883 288.3 
Jon Denton, UNLV 438 2591 287.9 


Team 
NET PUNTING 
TOTAL DEFENSE No. 
Team Plays Yds. YDSPG Team Punts Avg. Ret. 
Michigan 6 2276 206.9 LSU 54 460 17 
North Carolina 693 230: 209.3 Wyomi 79 45.2 28 
Florida State 717 2655 241.4 Texas A&M 56 47.0 28 
Kansas State 702 2825 256.8 Mississippi State 58 43.0 20 
Nebraska 717 3088 257.3 North Texas 63 464 33 
Navy 642 2863 260.3 Georgia Tech 47 456 19 
lowa 733 2927 266.1 Oklahoma State 51 439 16 
Ohio State 820 3215 267. Arizona State 69 43.1 32 
Vanderbilt 704 3026 275.1 Penn State 5h -426 23 
Air Force 756 3471 289.3 Idaho 60 424 25 
SCORING DEFENSE PUNT Rerun 
Teams Games A Team No, Yds. 
Michigan 11 98 8. lowa 34 620 
Ohio State 12 139 11.6 Oklahoma State 32 521 
Air Force 12 149 12.4 Syracuse 34 531 
lowa 11 142 12.9 Colorado State 33 506 
North Carolina 411i 143 13.0 Utah State 24 362 
Kansas State 41 159 145 Washington State 36 525 
Colorado State 12 179 14.9 Cincinnati 40 582 
Florida State 11 167 15.2 Stanford 32 460 
aga 12 191 15.9 San Diego State 22 309 
i 11 177 16.1 Florida State 45 632 
RUSHING DEFENSE KICKOFF RETURNS 
Team Car. YDSPG Team No. Yds. 
Florida State 379 571 51.9 Southern Miss 31 873 
Florida 362 778 70.7 Colorado 36 958 
Nebraska 407 881 73.4 Syracuse 31 823 
North Carolina 371 857 77.9 Kansas State 18 470 
Cincinnati 338 930 84.5 Stanford 34 845 
Clemson 362 971 88.3 Minnesota 5E 1257 
Michigan 368 1001 91.0 Nebraska 29 706 
Tennessee 382 1119 93.3 Oregon 47 1144 
usc 381 1032 93.8 Northern Illinois 54 1299 
Wake Forest 364 1057 96.1 Miami (Ohio) 31 745 
TURNOVER MARGIN PASSING DErEne 
Turnovers Turnovers Team Att. Cmp. Yds. 
Gained Lost Margin Michigan 292 145 1275 7 
Team Fum. ~ Total — Total Game Ohio State 360 160 1724 6 
Colorado St. 20 38 13 2.08 North Carolina 322 148 1445 7 
UCLA 18 ot 39 14 3 i9 182 lowa 325 146 1766 12 
TexasA&M 22 11 33 11 4 15 1.50 Kansas State 239 99 1396 4 
Florida State 19 22: 33" iG Atv th . 436 Wyomin 374 169 2358 11 
Tulane 26 34 6 14 20 1.27 Marshal 322 146 1948 8 
SMU 5 Ce ik 7 7 14 «1.18 New Mexico 333 153 1989 10 
Oklahoma St.14 15 29 8 8 16 1.18 AB 337 159 1912 12 
Navy 18 24)" 27 6 8 14 1.18 Florida State 338 164 2084 12 
Texas Tech 13 13 26 8 6 14 1.09 
Purdue 1% 20.31 5 14 19 1.09 
LSU 12 14 26 7 7 14 1.09 
individual 
WIVERSERT ON 
RATING Player and School No. Yds. ™ 
™D POINTS Brian Lee, Wyomin; 4 8 103 1 
22 168.6 Cedric Donaldson, LSU 41 7 19 22 
33 161.2 John Noel, Louisiana Tech 11 7 93 0 
15 160.4 Omarr Smith, San Jose State 14 7 80 0 
20 156.7 Tevell Jones, Ohio 11 7 36 0 
23 156.4 Samari Rolle, Florida State 11 7 32 9) 
19 155.8 Charles Woodson, Michigan 11 7 ry 0 
20 154.0 Donovin Darius, Syracuse 12 7 56 0 
24 153.6 Paul Jackson, Maryland 9 5 14 i) 
20 153.5 Patrick Surtain, Southern Miss 11 6 127 0 
39 151.9 
SCORING 
Avg. YDSPG Player and School ™ XP FG Pts. 
6. 172.1 Ricky Williams, Texas 25 2 0 152 
6.8 156.4 Skip Hicks, UCLA 25 0 0 150 
5.7 150.5 Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 25 10) 0 150 
6.7 149.0 Randy Moss, Marshall 25 2 0 152 
5.7 142.1 Curtis Enis, Penn State 20 2 0 122 
5.2 140.8 Ahman Green, Nebraska 22 0 0 132 
5.0 127.8 Chris McCoy, Navy 20 0 0 120 
5.6 127.1 Tavian Banks, lowa 19 0 0 114 
5.9 127.0 Chris Lemon, Nevada 19 0 0 114 
5.6 124.5 Eugene Baker, Kent 18 2 0 110 
PUNTING RECEIVING 
(MIN 3.6 PUNTS PER GAME) Ln: ml ee on be ne on 
No. roy Edwards, Louisiana Tec! 
ee 30 i Eugene Baker, Kent 11 103 ©1549 
John Baker, North Texas 62 47. Randy Moss, Marshall 12 90 1647 
Shane Lechler, Texas A&M 56 46.9 Jerome Pathon, Washington 11 69 1245 
Brad Hill, Tulane 42 46.2 Troy Walters, Stanford 11 86 1206 
Chad Shrout, Hawaii 68 46.1 Geoff Noisy, Nevada 11 86 1184 
Rodney Williams, Georgia Tech 47 45.6 Brian Alford, Purdue ii 59 1167 
Jeff Walker, Mississippi State 45 45.5 Trevor Insley, Nevada _ i 59 1151 
Aron Langley, Wyomi 79 45.2 Pascal Volz, New Mexico 12 69 1229 
Brent Bartholomew, Ohio State 65 45.1 Siaha Burley, Central Florida il 77 = 1106 
Jimmy Kibble, Virginia Tech 50 45.1 
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college football quiz 


Are You a 


Football 


Wizard a | 


See if you answer the following 15 
questions. Then check the answers 
below for your score and rate yourself 
as follows: 

12-15 correct: All-American 

9-11 correct: All-conference 

6-8 correct: Starter 

3-5 correct: Letterman 

0-2 correct: Walk-on 


What current Western Athletic Con- 

ference member dropped its foot- 

ball program in 1961 and resumed 
play in 1962? 


In 1906, a Cornell team coached 

by Pop Warner faced a Colgate 

squad coached by his brother Bill. 
What was the final score? 


Penn State coach Papa Joe 

Paterno holds the record for the 

longest current coaching streak at 
one school, which now stands at 33 sea- 
sons. Who has the second longest 
streak? 


Name the two Division I-A schools 
that play for the Golden Egg each 
year. 


During the 1950-51 academic year 
Kentucky’s basketball team won a 
NCAA title and its football team 


earned a bowl victory. What bow! did Ken- 
tucky win that season? 


The “Silver Fox” led Minnesota to a 
58-9-5 record and five national 
titles from 1932-41. Name him. 

at Oklahoma starred as a cop with 


an attitude in the 1991 action film 
Stone Cold? 


7 What two-time Butkus Award winner 


Name the inaugural winner of the 

Melberger Award, which goes to the 

nation’s outstanding Division Ill 
player, and is bestowed by the Downtown 
Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) Touchdown Club. 


What former Cornell player is docu- 
mented as the first soccer-style 
kicker in college football history? 


In| 1927, an estimated 

120,000 spectators showed 

up for a contest between Notre 
Dame and the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia. Where was that game played? 


John Elway earned a Super 
Bowl title in 1998 but fin- 
ished as a runner-up in the 


1 


1982 Heisman race. Who won that year? 


Name the first UCLA Bruin to 
win All-America honors twice 
on the gridiron. 


In what year did the first Rose 
13 Bowl game in the stadium at 
Pasadena take place? 
What do Sterling Sharpe and 
Hootie and the Blowfish 
have in common? 


Howard “Hopalong” Cas- 
sady ran for 92 yards in Ohio 
State’s 20-7 win over USC 


in the 1955 Rose Bowl, in Coach Woody 
Hayes’ first trip as head coach to 
Pasadena. How many more visits did 
Hayes make following the 1955 game? 


Answers: 1. Hawaii. lronically enough, 1962 was also the year that the Western Athletic Conference came into existence. Hawaii did not join the conference until July 


Athion Sports 


1, 1979, 2. The game resulted in a scoreless tie. It was the only time the brothers coached against each other. 3. Brigham Young coach LaVell Edwards is heading into 
his 27th consecutive year of coaching. He started his career at BYU in 1972. 4. Mississippi and Mississippi State started the battle for the Golden Egg in 1927. The name 
of the game started as a description of the trophy awarded to the winner of the annual contest. 5. The Wildcats won a 13-7 Sugar Bowl contest with Oklahoma Jan. 1, 
1951. The Kentucky team was coached to victory by the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant. 6. Bernie Bierman coached Minnesota through those golden years and again from 
1945-50. He earned first-team All-Big Ten as a HB in 1915 and is a member of the College Football Hall of Fame. 7. Brian Bosworth turned to acting after a short stint in 
the NFL. His first lead role in a movie was not far from his personality. He played a cop acting as a hellraising biker. In college he played a hell-raising student acting as a 
football player. 8. Jim Ballard, a quarterback from Mount Union, won the award in 1993, 9. Pete Gogolak, a Hungarian-born kicker, knocked in 54-of-55 PATs from 1961- 
63 to revolutionize the position. 10. The game took place at Soldier Field in Chicago with Notre Dame taking a 7-6 victory home to South Bend. 11. Herschel Walker, a 
junior running back from Georgia beat out Stanford's Elway, SMU’s Eric Dickerson and Michigan's Anthony Carter. 12. Donn Moomaw earned top honors in 1950 and 1952 
as a linebacker. He had his jersey number retired at UCLA and earned induction into the National Football Foundation Hall of Fame. 13. The bow! started in 1902, but the 
first game at the Pasadena Stadium didn’t take place until 1923. USC beat Penn State, 14~3. 14. Both starred at the University of South Carolina before taking their acts 
to the professional level. 15. Hayes coached the Buckeyes to seven more trips to Pasadena for the Rose Bowl posting a 4-4 record overall. 
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